


Jugglers Acrobats

Clowns

Cabaret Performers

Performers Public
Liability Insurance

John Torrible Insurance can offer performers

a Public Liability Insurance for:-

£95.00 p.a. £1 Million indemnity limit
£125.00 p.a. £2 Million indemnity limit

Group Liability quotations also available

For [ull policy details contact:
JOHN TORRIBLE
[INSERANCE DROKERS

29 Great George Street  Bristol BSI 5QT
Tel: 0117 921 1806 Fax: 017 925 6080

CIRCOMEDIA

Academy of Circus Arts &

Physical Theatre, Bristol
Director: Bim Mason.
Course Advisor: Helen Crocker

The curriculum |

s premier Circus Schools!
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[twas cold out so we reckoned it was time for another
Catch fire-feature, featuring advice on medical and
technical matters from several éminent consumers
andexpellers ofthe stuff plusablaze of Fire Sculptors
and even including a Round The World special from

the land of Mafana.
1?-CLB

Catches twice on page 117 What does that make?
Robert Dawsongets onwith it regardless. Pictures by
Winston.

CATCHOUF

Yes it was special, The Cafchaudience researchers

(notes) and AdriariJohn (pics) attempt to convey
why.

Luke Jugglestruckmysteriouslyappears on ourskills
pages again to suggest you-put a little-hocus pocus

in your act.
PASSED

Another visit to The Peep Show and to a traditional
fair in 1927 with Walter Wilkinson.

SIGHT Swap
Brian Church is an Invisible Juggler (can't see to
Athens from here) = even makes quite a believable
case for it, You can tell we've been off the streets for
too long.

The Catch Caption Contest has no head for heights.
Some of you do a little better,

The Catch photographic competition developed into

runners-up exposed themselves.

ICHTHIS

Britain's wisest fools are tenyears old, unicyclists get
out of their hats (allegedly), flyers hit the road (poor
things), plus full & updated British, European and
World Unicycle Gonvention details and a lot more
interesting small print.

It's the only bookings we get at this time of the year.
The latest books and one that's not even published.

Yet,
MULTIPLEX

Catchclassified ads changed my life! says Innuendo
the Clown. They could do the samgforyou, Orhewill.

CAT

Where we've beenall this time, when we'll be where
again, and where all the others are too.

TvE FINE ART OF BurvOUT |

IAE=

something quite-snappy. How-the winners and

The most unpleasant'story we've ever run,
Mile.«Pofl» i a tight corner, plus Donald Grant
taking an original view on a vexed question.

So many good 'I_eita_r__s__lhis_;irne we had to give them
an extra page. Policemen, bureaucrats, pedants,
randy females, and the incredible expanding ego

show!
CLUBS

Recordings of Donald reading the entire Catch
workshop directory in his most emotional tones are
now available exclusivelyto his fan-club. You might
prefer to do your own.

Fiddling around the back end you'll generally find
Robbie exercising his peinty thing. I'm sorry, that
was a little unnecessary.

1l Too much

| competition
for the

| competition.

The Calchis pt published svery time there’s anything inleresting to report (see page 33!) irom
Moorledge Farm Coltage, Knowle Hill, Chew Magna, Bristol BS18 8TL.
Edited by Diabolo, Galch's Cradle, /o the above.
Advertising & Trade Sales, Jan & Stuart Ashman, Catch Office,
phone &fax 01275332655
Cover Photo courtesy of Circomedia - see Page 26.

|

Sirips and bils = Robbie Macintosh, Allin Kempthorrie, Winston H Plowes, David Faithiull & Per Nielsen, |

Realised by Screen God Howard Vause, 01585 216013,
Brought into being ak: Wilishires; Bedminster Bristol.
Let there be colour: Sebright, Bristol.

This 8he small mfnl Il contalng stull thal we hopa youwon nutlcal!msnaak by when pu'mloolnng atthe pictures. Under
edeniiess cross=questioning we might admit tha! lhaMme for the next isse of The Cateh, (June-August)
has been fiwed for April 30(h We don't lake I!asanem:u nﬁ[ unlhswuhappentuhe senior minister,
member of an impartant poliical famiiy, or one of he ad difies, || n'doubl, 3 sweetener should sort it oul,

o

emain the coj 4

O, oo e yfu’"s gm mﬂ'u'm'um

m Calch wedcames conlributions 10 ils slush funds. O yes, also lalers, phm raphs arlicles, carloons, reviews of
mﬂhluepfirﬂso!ambarmedhlm Ewmfm

an oIIMm mI hfbeahlelobo
al guidel :nasr? il

I claim we've never heard nwepubhs it under someons else’s name. |1 1’ fong and

Tor 2 D-Naolica, Iha‘r’s a nd)lhe editor expresses an opinion which could

mm wsd wu d 2pph

b inbarprefed asu'l nral in publishing - uniess of m siraight out when hell deny any knowledge,

m on, e, Vi [he way Iheseanqulllﬁara i mi l's uue! ruundwrr 1 you wan! stull returned you'd |
anSAE. ghmml it claim we never had il unlil Hmrmommanmlmwnnechon.fpwhcmmnfma‘lrapnrl
haye two Imﬂln read Ihl.s re destroying il Then youll haveto buy anather, | suppose.

III va\dlh anything in this magazine, | Iwa.mim;hnn  Must

mun wand a lull parliamentary enquiry, What? Lea'n’ all? OK, write us a Idiea you fell so sirongly on
er. Il's nnlmlﬁmm frust us... European of Human nghrs?ﬂ Ii, you'll be wanting to put a piece on he

DWDS Nwﬂ won'| you? American Express? Thatll dcv | think you'll fnd ware acling in your bes! interests.

.Stm jparsons unknown would like it put orrmum that WNT togather fo slart this magazine, sustain |t
‘through | H?lﬁrhd hour, etc, In fac! there's no such thing as. mﬂ

n Iharguywelned last week, What do you

recenl |
we recelve gm on rle and could be used, af least against you, |



You lucky, lucky catch readers have been hand picked
to participate i the Gripping

l. C&lL.

1. Where was the 2nd Juggling

Convention held?

2. Who runs the renegade,
renegrade fent & Bus bar at the
British Convention?

3. Who wins virtually every 5 ball
endurance at Convention games?

Plus complete the following:- ] h

| always shop at Boggle DECAUSE......sbmmussmussliot wore than 300 words)

Every participant (even if the answers are blatently wrong) will
recieve the NEW Bogale Catalogue pluswith every purehase a free
MYSTERY GIFTH

Send your answers quickly to:- The Boggle Mysfery Prize Cowpetition,
9 Broad St, Bath, BA1 5LJ for your catalogue & prize voucher Numbercode:
or call the BOGSLE Mystery I’rize Team on 01225 446685

E-mail: 10137 1.443@compuserve.com =« - -
Web site: hitp://www.eclipse.co.uk/pens/beard/

distributors of...

Beard; Dubé, Flare,
Henry's, Mr Babache,
D.M. Unicycles &
other quality circus
props

now in stocksy..

YoYo's
from the U.S.A.

Astrojax
the new ehallenge for
jaded jugglers

“"The Compendium of
Club Juggling"

&

"Take 3 Clubs"
a complete library for
club jugglers

Phone for details and to
ask for our free mail-order

catalogue.
Discounts fomworkshops - please enquire.

Unit 10, Burnett'Business Park
Gypsy Lane
Burnett
Keynsham
BRISTOL
BS18 2ED
Tel: 0117 986 6680
Fax: 0117 986 6690

email:mailbox@hub.co.uk subject:Butterfingers

i hittp:/Mww.hub.co.uk/intercafe/market/butterfingers/index.htmi




Insurance

Bul'uing down your local theatre ¢an be
expensive... if you look closely on a lot of
contracts, booking forms ete. the vcn‘l.‘lﬁ‘wln
normally state that you are responslb]c if

anything should go wrong,

Fire Extinguishers

Make sure that there’s one to hand every-
where you perform inside. Black fire-extin-
guishers are very dangerous if used on hu=
mans as they contain CO2 powdering stuff.

)f—

Red and blue extinguishers are okay-on-

humans; even better carry a Fire Blanket -
some insurers insist that you have'one of
these along with an assistant who knows how
to operate it. And don’t go over the top with
the hairspray you stick on your hair - it’s
bloody flammable.

Fuel

DO use paraffin (liquid paraffin, blue or
pink) and barbecue lighter fluid. Definitely
DO NOT use petrol, meths, white spirit,

diesel or pure benzene.

Make sure

that any indoor venue has not got, or has
disarmed, the following three things - Heat
Sensors, Smoke Detectors, Water Sprinkler
Systems.

There are companies that sell cans of flame
proof spray. I use it. You just spray it on and
it totally protects your costume/clothes. It’s
the stuff that theatres have to use by law on
their curtains, sets ete. [t smells like shit but
seems to do the job,

And if you really want to be careful garry a
small First Aid kit - and drink a pint of milk
before you start your fire blowing act. Ttlines
your stomach and stops you shitting like a
trooper. I promise, it really works.

OOH yes, I nearly forgot. There’s The Safe
way to Blow Fire! Simply take a small sheet
of paper, about A5 size, roll into a cone and
fill with a teaspoon of custard powder. And
now... blow quick and hard. Didn’t work?
Well it helps if you hold up a fire torch...
(Cornflower does it too). The flames are
reasonable, and with a name like Rhubarb1
can’t really go wrong!

Gosling (I}ucklingf‘) and a frend

I ﬁ&'merin Stunt Diving Team) auditions for Tom & Jerry.

Rayelle Thom,

It's a while since we wrote anythingrabout fire, and, however
dangerous itmay be, it's still a fascmahng subject. Rhubarb,

aka. Matt Gosling, got us interested'again with tales of the guy
driving backdromhisfire gig who getstepped and breathalysed
and failed, promised an article about what'sreally inthe popular
fuels, and said'he'was going to getsemedests done to find out
how muchwdamage had been done (medically not
psychologically!) for his 6 years pyromania. We went ahead

wand got some otherqotable PMsto'eontribute, but Matt's tests

haven'tcomeback and various other bits haven tcome together,
so we're holding them for a contintiation next issue - any more
aspects you'resinterested in, get ‘efmtous asap. - He did write
the safety Dit we're starting with. On the theory that those
interested are going'to be trying anywayswe might as well have
you doing it safely.<That understood;.Flame on!

R 3
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On a warm, bright, still, sunny, work-
free day at the end of October, most
normal, self-respecting jugglerswould
head uﬂ fo their local park and toss

things around, or go for a blast on their
unicycle. But, well, us pyromaniacs

from Gloucester (namely Steve & Al
aka. The Gravity Outlaws), are a strange
breed. So we set off to a local'dental
surgery to participate in an experiment
to discover the possible effects of fires
ealing to the soft tissues of the mouth
(apart from the already known obvious
damage caused by getting it wrong!).

[

We were met by a Mr,-Sirnon Butler rubbing his
hands with glee andgrinning wildly at the prospect
of subjecting a ‘willing' patient to unnecessary den-

‘tal.surgery in the name.of scignce.

It all started with Steve getting,into a conversa-
tion with him on.the subject; Mr. Butler had been
unableto find any infermation inthe available dental
literature, and so had spoken to one of his col-

leagues - Dr. Neil Shepherd, Consultant Patholo-

gistatGloucestershire Royal Hospital -who thought
it might be interesting tafind.out if there was any

effect of fire-ealing on the soft tisstg.ef the mouth -

ie.thegums. There is a DNAfound in the gells which

can be affected by stress - a fact which was proved
by a professor who_gxpetimenied on himself by
repeatedly burning his own
arm. (So we're not the only

JCrazy, pyromaniacs on this
planet!).

Withthis scientific basisin
mind, the experiment began.
Steve:(fire=gater) took to the
dentist's dreaded chair, and

“found himself being injected
“With-the-ntmbing-stuff, be-
fore the first sample - a 2-
3mm wedge: of tissue - was
| [ removedwiththe aid ofasharp
| "scalpel and/a large pair of
Iwegzers. This done, the fun
partof the experiment started.
Never before (or since) has
Mr. Butler witnessed some-
one doing a fire-eating show
in“his surgery: (any opportu-
nity to show off, eh, Steve?). It
mustalso be the first time we
have ever seena dentist more
nervous than a patient in his
1 [own surgery.'Once sufficient
Windows had been opened fo
enable us all o see through
the smoke that lingered, and

and rid the room of the smell
ofparaffin befare the arrival of
the next patient, the second
Sampleoftissue was removed
froman area adjacent to sam-

Oullaws meel tha Jawman - Sieve, AF & Mr. Buller

‘fans hiad been activated to trif

Ao
- =g

plenumberone. Steve wasthen stitched up [sounds
like he was ~dJ, and we left, to return in 24 hours
time.

For-some reason, unknown even to us, we did
gobackthe following day, although Steve, knowing
whatwas going to happen, was, understandably, a
little more:nervous about the prospect of going in,
andfeltthathe would even have preferred to be on
the reeeiving end of my axe-throwing tomahawks
(something he always tries to run away from nor-
mally!).

Mr. Butler was eagerly awaiting our arrival with
lhe same.grin and gleeful hand-rubbing as yester-
day, andwas keen to remove sample number three
from the already tender area of Steve's mouth. This
wasthesample which he expectedto showthe most
pronounced - if any - effect on the DNA, and was
alsothe most uncomfortable part of the experiment
for Steve, who admitted afterwards what most of us
already thought - that he was mad to go on day one,
and even more insane to go back on day twol

Mr. Butler is notaware of any scientific evidence
tosupport his own views, but hebelievesthatasthe
leelh-themselves are protected by a very tough
enamel substance (which is twice as strong as
bone)-the-0nly possible damage that could be

caused fothem would be by biting down too hard -

onthe metal fod, and breaking atooth! With regérd
to the effeets of the paraffin and smoke inside the
mouth - again his own personal view - was that it
was probably less harmiul than the effects pro-
duced from having a cigar or a pipe in the mouth -
both of which he has seen produce more redness
in the:motththan he saw in Steve's mouth imme-
diately after fire-gating. Overall, his views (prior to
any results from this experiment) concluded with
the chilling thought that the most dangerous side-
effect from fire-gating would be the possible third
tegree burnginflicted by getting itwrong, and how
dangerous this could be if the larynx and trachea
were burnt - thus restricting the ability to breathe.

‘Unfortunately, due to The Catch's punishing
schedule for publication, we cannotgive youthe
tesults of this experiment until the next issue.
50, inthe meantime, if you do decide to eat fire,
remember - don't breathe in, and don't bite
down on the metal rod!

6szz
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Like a lot of people;Albert Warlock nas an
instant convert toithe chemicalmarketed as .
Fire Water foruse onfire-uggling clubs, for :
safety and aesthetic reasons. Like a lot of .
peopletoo,hewasabitstuckwhenitwastaken
of¥ the market forsafety reasons. Unlike the

rest of us, Albertfad a go at sorting out an :
alternative. ‘Cos we think it's a good idea,
we re letting himtellyouabout it, and'some of

(or mistakes suffered
by other people) (wehope)

Taken from the everso elusive

Fire Water as it was contained
seriously dangerous additives. One
of these, to make the fuel have no
taste, caused your nose and tongue
not to work; this additive was
actually very very very poisonous
and was the main reason for
adverse effects. When I couldnot
buy Fire Water any more, I had to
use paraffin which I foundto be
dirty and smelly, so I took time to
search for a better alternative.

The liquid I found, and / am now calling
Fire Water, is different in many ways to
both paraffin and the old Fire Water. In
marketing the newFire Waterand talking to
different people, the words ‘Fire Water’
retain the stigma of the old stuff - this note
is to try and sort out this confusion fwould
have helped if you’d found another name,
Albert <1}

The Hot Stuff Company was started for the
sole purpose of selling the excess Fire Water,
as a very large quantity had to be boughtin
the first place. I am firstly a performer and
my phone number is reserved for this
purpose. The Hot Stuff Company works by
mail order only.

New Fire Water has No Additives, is 99.9%
pure paraffin, burnswith a cleaner brighter
flame, and is safe to use for all'the tricks I
performed with the old Fire Water

OLD FIRE WATER:
1. Was Lamp Oil for household use, which
is now freely available.

2. Contained an additive to knock out
taste buds

3. Contained an additive to make it oily.
PARAFFIN:-

1.  Contains benzine (accumulates in the
body and causes cancer)

2. Contains an additive to make it smell
like paraffin

Contains an additive to make it oily

Ll

Contains an additive to give it colour

S.i'l

Is not purified and may be
contaminated.

All additives aré dangerous unless listed

under the EEC regulations as safe for use.

NEWFIRE WATER:-
1. Contains no additives
2. Produces very little smoke

3. Has a clean bright flame

' 4, s safe to use as directed,

Fire Breathing should not be performed
with any flammable chemical. No chemical
should be taken internally. Fire Wateris sold
to burn on wicks.

The Hot Stuff Company;
PO Box 322, Sheffield, 84 8YU

Jellyhead’s WorldWideWeb fire
page, http://www.phreak.co.uk/
phreaks/jellyfire. Drop in and spark
him up'some time...

1. PRACTICE!

Always practice the stunt first, with water for fire breath-

ing, until you are 100% sure you are confident with what

you are doing. Read the instructions several times,

visualising the stunt in your mind. IF YOU ARE NOT

100% SURE then DO NOT attempt it.

2. NEVER PERFORMDRUNK OR
STONED

It only takes one mistake to seriouslr burn yourself or

others. It might make you feel big or clever but will make

you look very stupid when the ambulance arrives.

3. BE AWARE PERFORMING
OUTDOORS.

When you are booked to perform outdoors always stipu-
lateon-notperforming if it is too windy. The organisers
will understand your excuse!! DO NOT RISK IT for the
sake of afew quid.

4. BE AWARE PERFORMING
INDOORS.

When using fire indoors use your common sense. Make
sure you have enough room to perform away from
furniture and people. Smoky torches will choke your
audience and make furniture smell for ages. Look up!! Is
there enough heightto fire-breath without damaging the
ceiling or set off the smoke alarm? If not, DONOT DOIT.
Do the audience need to be behind a barrier?

5. NEVER INHALE

A burnt mouth and lungs are not the most pleasant topic
of conversation, but if you do inhale when fire eating/
breathing, you probably will not be talking about much
elsell (That is if you can talk at all!!!) On all exhaling
stunts, breathe first, You should never take in breaths
with paraffin or a flame in your mouth.

6, BEAWARE WHAT YOU ARE
WEARING

Always tie long hair back, or shave it offll Never wear
baggy or flammable clothes. Never wear aftershave or
deodorant, they probably contain alcohol. Shave off any
beard or-moustache - burnt hair stinks, but not as much
as burnt flesh.

7. BESAFE!

Assume that you will get burned, that way you will
remember to have a fire extinguisher and/or bucket of
cold water at hand. Always wipe your mouth & face after
each trick.

8. TOXICS

Everytimethat you have paraffin in your mouth harmful
toxins are extracted into your blood stream. One way to
counter thisa little is o create atemporary lining in your
imouth, throat and stomach, Before any paraffin is used
drinkapintor two of full fat pasteurised milk. Alsodothe
same after your routine. Do not use Vaseline on lips &
face. Always use a non-petroleum based cream.
NEVER USE PETROL, LEADED OR UNLEADED

SPRING 1996 ISSUE 18 VOL 2
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I’'m a Fakir, it's how I earn my keep
(for heaven’ssake). It's a dangerous
hobby. Fire is truly amazing, and
many of us get a real buzz outof
performing fire acts, but we never
lose our respect for the stufiibe-
cause it bloody well hurts [if you
screwup. In fact, if you reallyscrew
up, it can kill you. So there.

Having said that, a trapeze artist, wire-
walker, or bareback rider can similarly end
their career. I don’t want to hedge the ques-

‘tion here, but fire seems to attract much tut-

tutting, and I just want to put it in perspec-
tive, Let's face it, most Circus actsare danger-
ous in one way or another [many people
wouldsay that’s the whole point . Thigdiffer-
ence between the fire-eater and the others is
that the latter put themselves in immediate
physical danger, do horrible things o their
bodies, but if they stop - so does the pain.
Well, eventually, anyway.

On the other hand, if you do horrible
damage to your body by filling it with nasty
chemicals, well... just because you stép per-
forming, the effects don’t necessarily cease.
So it is with fire-eaters, and it's just tough.

Paraffinis cheap, burns at a low tempera-
ture, and is usually acknowledged as béing
the safest fuel to use. However, it is carcino-
genic, and heavier than human body fluids.
Being so weighty, residual fuel comes to'vest
at the bottom of the lungs where it is no
bother at all for years, until eventually a
condition known as chemical pneumonia
develops and you fall victim to much cough-
ing and slow drowning, That's how pneumo-
nia kills - any sort of pneumonia - you drown.

The trouble is, whatever fuel you choose,
you cannot avoid swallowing some. At the
end of a blow, you must spit, but even so,
while you hold fuel in your mouth, some will
always trickle down the back of your throat,
The possible upshot therefore is stomach
cancer, lung cancer, and the dreaded ch emi*
cal pneumonia.

Having said that, I learnt my act from
someonewho had performed her own act for
years. She told me all the risks I was taking,
but still I wanted to learn. I wanted to be a
Fakirsince [ was a tiny kid, and nothing was
going to put me off, Similarly, I worked fora
long time with a chap who was oldér than
me, had been in the biz longer than me, who
learnt from his father who was still treading
the boards - and the sawdust - into his
eighties. A consultant did once contaet the
poisons bureau since he could find no othiér
explanation for what was ailing me at the

Wool! More chili on Jons' hol dog. Pic. C. Mason

time - and as it happens, paraffin wasn’t to
blame either. Maybe I'was just lucky. Maybe
I'm daft to carry om, but at theend of the day
it’s my risk, andmyliving:All I can say is that
if you want to leam - then learn properly. Be
aware of ALL the dangers, and make your
choice. Is it really any more irresponsible
than performing aflying act? I think not- but
then, I'm biased, aren’t 12

That's not to say it hasn’fmademe ill, or
that I have never birned myself. I've done
both. In fact, I burn_myself frequently all
summer - particularly if the weather is hot,
when the flames are so much hetter too - and
then cough my gutsup all wintér because I've
stopped gobbing burning paraffin around
the place. So [ keep working. On the plusside,
I hardly ever get a cold, and never suffer with
constipation! (Oops! I knew there was some-
thing else | should. mention-about paraf-
fin...) Apparently italso ruinsyour love life,
but [ wouldn’t know about that...

Other fuels are available- barbecue fluid
18 a favourite, but not something I'd use on a
regular basis sincedit’s morévolatile and
more harmful than paraffin. Digsel is simply
gross, tho' it works well if you don't have
anything else, and only afiidiot would use
petrol - the fumes are explosive and can
cause an explosiondnside your lungs just as
well as they do in your car’s cylinders. (Read
‘Memoirs of a Sword Swallower’ by Dan
Mannix - Hamish Hlamilton 1951, and also
a BBC tape). At one time petrol was the only
fuel used by fire eaters, but even they were
concerned aboutadditives-partigularly when
lead was first put into the stuff! The subse-
quent disappearanee of unleaded petrol led
to the widespread use of paraffin among
traditional performers, whogéaets require a
liquid fuel. It's the lesser of several (avail-
aible) evils. It's cheapyeasily obtained, and
msi-:eemarginally less horrible - or maybe I'm
just used to it.

Powders can also be msed for blowing
flames. Custard powder, cogoa powder,
lycopodeum powder, barieaeid, iron filings,
all give different effects, but are difficult to

manage: The powder must be somehow con-
taingd, orit’ll get all soggy when you hold it
inyour mouth! The best containers are 35mm
film caseg, or gun cartridges, which are slim-
mer and so more comfortable to hold inside
your mouth. Make a hole in one end of the
container;and take the cap off the other. Cut
the cap in half, half-fill the container, put
half the eap back on, hold it in your mouth
with top between your teeth, and blow. It’s a
\bit clumsy,but it’s one way to avoid holding
liquid fidels in your mouth. Unfortunately
you still need to soak your torchesin paraffin
-s0.ifyou perform a full set, you're still going
to end up with a mouth full of fumes. Oreven
a couple of lungs full... Fire eating, you see,
carries a whole different lot of risks to fire
blowing, but to display the whole act, you get
exposed to'the fumes. An imploded lung is
an occupational hazard - but to be fair, most
people only collapse one lung at a time... she
said, cheerfully.

The thing is, there are so many different
ways inwhich you can do yourselfharm with
a fire act. You can die slowly of a variety of
unpleasant diseases, or quickly and publicly
because you make a cock-up. You can sear
yourself for life with body burns, remove the
lining from your mouth and nose with the
‘candelabra’, overcook your teeth, lose your
lashes and’ eyebrows, and suffer untold -
theugh fortunately short-lived - agonies
should the burning head become detached
from your torch and you accidentally swal-
lowit. 'veseen thathappen! The crowd went
wildl 'mglad it wasn’t me! Ultimately, while
I know fairly well the risks I'm taking, I
regard them as occupational hazards and do
my best to minimize those risks by perform-
ing avery angient and extremely foolish act
with the gréatest possible care.

Who cares? There will always be Fakirs,
beeause there will always be people to watch
them. So longas we retain our fascination for
elemental fire, there’ll be someidiot in baggy
keks and a turban displaying his mystic
mastery over the stuff.

Of course it’s bloody dangerous! We
wouldn’tdoitifit weren’t; not because we're
thirill seckess - that's the audience - but
because we wouldn'’t get paid otherwise, [
dbn!}_-;_nin_d whén people say they wouldn’t
domy job- it means my job's safe, doesn’t it?
Theeontortionists and Fakirs are all that's
left of the old freak shows - and if you look at
it that way we suddenly become historically
impowtant and worthy of your support.

Heyl That's a good argument! Think I'll
léave now while I’m still winning|
Pof!

8 <POFI> ON FIREl
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Unable to leave fire alone the win-
ter of 94/95 I travelled around
Mexico, always on the look out to
set something alight, should the
opportunity arise.

It was the autumn. After an orgy of fire,
directing the third annual Hay-on-Fire Fes-
tival on Halloween, the next week directing
Llantwit Major Fire Festival in South Wales
and building a Wicker Aztec Chief, and with
my cuffs still smouldering, I set off for a
hundred days in Mexico.

The journey was not uneventful. Having
dashed like Linford Christie to catch my
connection in Amsterdam, I was stopped at
thegate and frisked by airportsecuritywhile
I watched my plane pull up the plank and
depart for the runway. Oh...! they’d discov-
ered the remains of Chinese crackers | had
absentmindedly forgotten to empty from my
jacket pocket. They took the crackers butleft
me with the matches. The next day I'was off
on the first flight out, with matches, quietly
savouring the thought of setting Mexico
alight at an opportune moment.

Mexico set me alight; I revelled in its
magic. Christmas approached and Iheaded
off for a Rainbow Gathering on the Pagific
Coast of the province of Michoacan. It was
there, Christmas Fve, that I was first able to
light up the skies of Mexico. I was already
known as Payasso Loco (The Mad Clown)
having built a huge turtle labyrinth on the
beach and spirals and installations in the
caves. Christmas Eve and Saturday night -
time for something special. A giant was
decided upon andso all day Jahlal, Marcello;
Ben, Laura - a gang of us set to to build not
a wicker giant but a palm giant, Meanwhile
a posse was sent out to find paraffin Sthey

failed. Well we were forty miles from the.

nearest town. I insisted we must have fire
cans and the only fuel was the fisherman’s
petrol. Petrol? This could be dangerous.
Then one of the fishermen showed me how
theymade fire cans-They'regreatl Fillacan
with sand and then saturate/with petrol.
They’re heavy, stable, burn bright and pretty
safe. [er... we don't recommend thatyou try
this - and DO BE CAREFUL]

We built the giant in front of a large cave,

the throat of a watery cathedral where its
pacific tongue thundered and licked the
shore. He fell down twice in the building,
but as the orange globe of the sun sank
below the horizon he rose for the third time
and assumed his own shape; armed with
trident and shield, shirt bedecked with flow-
ers and vines, he stood, guardian of the
turtles and keeper of the secrets of the cave.
He was ringed with candles and coconuts
filled with crimson bougainvillaea. Two
hours later the fire cans were lit to illumi-
natethe foaming mouthof the cave. Half an
hourlater, with much drumming, he wasset
alight. Flames shot thirty feet into the air.
The audience retreated as the giant told his
story - he lit the night sky, he sent out light,
his sparks dissolved with the stars, his face
appeared, disappeared and reformed itself,
he made us laugh, be brought us angels and
dreamsinwavesof wonderland, Whoneeded
Father Christmas|

A month after Christmas I was visiting a
theatre community, an hour and a half
south of Mexico City in Tepoztlan, set
amongst pillared volcanic mountains with
the blue peak of Mt. Popacatapetl smoking
in the distance. It was here that I became
resigned to “when in Mexico use petrol”|
Paraffin is hard to findsof at best it might
arrive on the Mafiana Fixpress - too latel

Thiswasthe communityof Huehue Coyotl

(Old Old Coyote). So for their anniversary
bash I suggested I'd build them a Coyote fire

~labyrinth. Digging thetrench for the outline

had started two days ahead. Flower, decora-

tions, musicians, dancers, sawdust were all

on their way. But paraffin - No! It wasn’t till
the party cavalcade was winding it's way
through the moonlit trees dancing, drum-
ming, singing and bearing lanterns that the
peso eventually dropped and itwas realized
without any fuel this fireshowwas not going
to happen. We were treated to a slide show
of multiple images from the group’s (“The
Hluminated Elephants’) world tour living
and connecting with tribes and ethnic groups
on their travels. Teniminuteés to go and four
gallons of petrol arrive! Cigarettes out and
‘Andreas and I quickly and sparingly prime
the coyote labyrinth. I dip my fire clubs in
petroll The show must go on. I light up and
don’t (to my surprisé) blow-uplThe coyote is
lit, flames race along the lines and with
blazing torches, I:perform-aone man fire
show. With petrol the flames are whiter,
brighter and more electric, Wewatch for an
hour as the flames died down and turn to
spots - a labyrinth of stars above and a
labyrinth of stars below, It worked and
afterwards we dance the night away - no
mishaps, '

“Be warned, petrol 1s dangcrbus and a big
liability on site, butitean be used. And yes,
Mexico is magic.

Light a flame in your hearts.
CGORFEE AT THE DEPT. OF
ENJOYMENT.

Convicted pyromaniac
Goffee
(of Hay on Fire, etc.)
extended his
dangerous activities to
South America, where

they’re already a little

on the mad side.
Here’s the hot poop.
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I'he Fine Art of Burnott, as practised & preached by Mick Andrew, Auld Reskie's Beltane Pyromaniac

Fire has this mesmerising effect on people -
since time immoral [don’t you mean ‘imme-
morial'? -dJin Scotland there have beenfire
festivals to burn away the “lang dreich wintry
nichts” and one or two of these are still
running after 2000 years. Being'integrally
involved in both Edinburgh’s Beltane and
Hogmanay fire Festivals, thus euring my
pyromaniac tendencies, I'm being asked to
make fire sculptures or fire pictures for an
increasing number of outdoor evénts.

Themessy business of covering yourselfin paraffini
(making the sculptures) and soot and grime (clearing
up the aftermath) can actually be a féwarding'experi-
ence when the thing gets torched/lit. A bit.of advance
planning and some sensible precautions should avoid

the impression that you know what you're doing - it
worked in Oban when | was trying to convince the local
high-heidyins that our plans to fire-raise inside one of the
town's most precious listed structures was going fo be
fine.

Wind direction, fallout zones and what sort of fire-
fighting equipment ta have all need@ensideration. Wind,
of which there is no shortage:inScotland, can actually
help to keep the design of the sculpture image clear as it
maintains the shape if it's blowing in the right direction.
It can, though, be a tad unpleasant rigging sculptures in
a force 8 gale. A sulfable fallout zone with no public
access is essential, as when a sculpture is lit a fair
amount of paraffin drips down andsgan set fire to any
grass underneath.-AlSo; when the sculpture is burning
out some largish chunks of paper rope can fly off in the
wind, so best to keep the crowds some distance away.

the pitfalls. The basics - paraffin, mesh'panels, poly=
thene tubingandeven paper rope can begotwithouttoo
much difficulty: work out your designs and it's fime for
the fun to start, A well-ventilated making space helps,
and smoking is a dreadfully, dreadfully bad idea - yeu
do tend to becorne an inherent fire risk whilstimaking
thesculptures. Besttokeep the designs simple and not
too intricate s fire isn't exactly the perfect précision
linear medium. However, on a small scale, by using
stencil patierns and back lighting thern with fire some
quite detailed images are possible - one of the Edin-
burgh team made some stunning images of the Lewis
Chess Pieces this way for the Hogmanay bash,

Liaising with the event promoters,docal council,
fire brigade, police etc. about the siting of fire sculp-
tures is fairly essential. Even the more sceptical offi-
cials canusually be wonroundandhaving acopy ofthe
purple book (HMSO Guide to Health, Safety &Welfare
at Pop Concerts etc.) canwork inyour favour as it gives

Havingfire extinguishers handyisuseful and | find afew
fire-beaters are great for putting out anything that is set
alight by dripping paraffin.

Fire sculptures can be lit either pyrotechnically or
manuallyusing fire brands. Pyrotechnic firing is fairly
instantaneous but can malfunction in wet or sub-zero
conditions. Using fire brands does take time to get the
whole image alight but this can help build up the
expectation in the crowd and they love cheering as the
fire spreads: Even in temperatures of -20°C, as at this
years Hogmanay, with the paraffin freezing (1), this
method was fail-safe. Whensculptures burnthey do get
incredibly™hot so if your sculpture is mounted on an
aluminium scaffold tower try and keep any bracing etc.
outoficontact with the burning image - it can melt or
distort,

When a seulpture is initially ablaze it can turn into a
bit of anvinferno before settling down into the intended
image,.and it's worth waiting 7 or 8 minutes before
lrying o photagraph it to get the best results. They bum
for up to 15 minutes, depending on wind conditions,
and are certainly fairly dramatic.

Then there's the aftermath. Clearing up after a fire
show can be very messy anda bit of an anti-climax, We
alsofind-in-Seotland, being a staunchly Presbyterian
country (avoid Stornoway on a Sunday) that such fire-
raising is subject to the full wrath of organisations of the
Christian ilk. Apparently we're all evil Satanists indulg-
Ingin such activities so desperate times require desper-
ate:measures. It can be quite entertaining, during the
drudgery of a clear-up, to see such protesters coming
up Calton Hill (site of our pyromania) to perform a
purifying ceremony to re-sanctify the hill and cleanse it
of the pagan mischief of the night before. Long may us
‘Lords of MisrUle' continue to indulge in such mischief,
but rememberkids (as The Listmagazine says) if you're
going to celebrate in the ancient pagan way, practise
safe sacrifice!

10) e
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-the shouldenr
catch

Here aclub is caught inthe gap
betweenthe shoulder andneck
making a goodfinish or applause
point n a show, A reverse spin i
mucheasiertocatchthananor-
mal throw - watch the club as it
spins around to the horizontal
with the handle pointing for-
wards and then ‘dive’ atitwith
yourshouldertomakethecatfch,
(the things some people will do
tomakeThe Catch.,-djThemore
reckless your dive, the more
chance you have of succeed-
ing.Go onl get some briises!

Pointing your arm up brings your
shouldercloserin,andyourneck
shouldbe usedtoclamptheclub
in place once you make con-
tact,

This mayseemscary at firstbut L
have never really been hurt do-
ing this, Don't shut your eyes in
the middle of the trick,but fry to
watch the club right up te the
catch,

Fork That!

It’s the Catch Catalogue of Catches (title ©
diabolo 1995) stolen out of Take 3 Clubs, A
guide to Club Juggling by Robert Dawson
(Circustuff)-samemoves forclimacticpoirts
of your routine significantly several times
more effective than dropping the lot. Here it
comes! . o/ \

-fork catch

A finish whic hlends itself to c ontinuationalitfle more than the last tric k.
A °‘§b is thrown up highand the remdining twe clubs are placedinone
hand (a).

As the last club comes.downit is caughtbetween these two with the
body hanging down-and the kneb on.the handie stopping it slipping
threugh the gap (b).

To carry onfremthis pesition allow the hanging club o slide alithe way
down To the knob (if it 5 not there alfeady).Then either swing it up nto
the air again er just nto a balance resting on top of the pair in your
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EuropPEAN JuGaLING MAGAZINE
EUROPAISCHE JONGUERZEITSCHRIFT

Kaskade captures the exciting
mood of European juggling, with
comprehensive coverage of gon-
ventions, meetings and workshops,
as well as a candid look at
controversial issues behind this
harmonious circus art,

Plus: interviews, reviews, practical
tips, ...

For a year's subscription (4 issues),
send a cheque for £12.00 to:

G. KEAST - SCHONBERGSTR, 92
D-65199 WIESBADEN - GERMANY:
TEL: +49 611 9465142 - Fax: 9465143

|DM Unicycles
Now available from stock at
Butterfingers or ask at your local
juggling shop:
NEW Ringmaster with "Viscount"
saddle, a comfortable sturdy contoured
saddle without 'crash bars'.

20"and 24" wheel size.

All Ringmasters available in 16",

Also available, Ringmaster with
T-saddle or DM contoured saddle.
Ringmaster 'Pre’ -, with angular
frame and solid steel bearing
housings.

The Legendary DM Giraffe -5t & ot
DM Engineering, Rear of 59 Fairmile Rd,

. CI-!RISTCHUI?.C.HI gmg& BH23 2LA

o
411

CIRCUS SHOP

Wehave an extensive range
of Juggling Props.
I0O’s of Magic Tricks
including new Miracles freom
USA & Europe

Open Weekdays for
Demonstrations and a Circus
Arena to Practice,
Advice & Friendly Serviceby
Professionals.

Free Catalogue, Mail Order.
Free tea, coffee etc etc

19 CHILTERN DRIVE
SURBITON,SY,KT5 8LS
Tel: 0181390 6855

ACCOUNTS & TAX
Why don'tyou concentrate onyour balancing and
juggling and let us balance’ your figures and
Accounis?

SELF ASSESSMENT - Are you prepared? We
& help! you prep

We have over 35 yelirs experience assisting
Companies and the self-employed includin
artistes. We already have Clients in and out o
London, including Scotland, Wales, the South
and the Home Counties, so you need not be local,

Write or telephone ford@ brochuf@), or if you
prefer, a consultation in Greater London can be
arranged free of charge.

DAVIDSMITH & CO,ChaxtevedAccountants
41 Welbeck Street, London WM SHH

Lel: 0171 - 224 - 1004 Fax: 0171 - 486 - 8705

pe—=

/iﬁ aliia EQUPHET 0,0
JOKES $MAGIC
MODELIG BLLGOIS o BAOTS

KITES  FACE PAINTS & HATS& WIdS
MASKS  FAICY DRESS o FIREWEDRKS
STMOLSTORM STREET

PRISTHOL
L Tel: ON7 9264703
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Theycame, theysaw (if
they got amt:me
and, fran I¥; they
conquered. Doesn’t
mean we have to be
100% happy with it.
The | Catch ligging
team "\':en}‘_:o : Im:s‘
strength-here

the  contractually
atory review.
Pics by Adirian John
Call me, gullible and simple-
minded/don t tempt me-d], butI'm
always pleased when hype turns
outtobetrue. Aswe’vesaid in these
pages before, winding up expecta-

" tions has always been part of the

trickster/circus/fair game - and
when mighty expectations are ful-
filled, not only is there an almost-
transcendental feeling of release, it
also legitimises that whole process
=whichisgood forall of us,even the
gullible and simple-minded; those
like me, like the audience.

Choose the words carefully, then. Soleil at
the Albert Hall was undoubtedly the best
circus production I've ever seen. I've seen
better performers, more exciting shows, seen
more done with the idea and framework of
cireus, but still not seen a show like this one.
And when this performance (actually the last

‘of the series, with the trucks stacked up

outside waiting to move the rig the moment
we wg;equt} climaxed with a standing ova-
tion from 5000 (or however many holes it
-t_nkes‘i, {the atmosphere matched all but the
most-exeiting longest-awaited events, rock-
shows, whatever, that I’ve ever seen - in the
eircusworld, I'd guessthatonlyseeing Archaos
again could surpass it for me.

Production. I trust you're familiar with the
term. Lighting, choreography, costumes,
pacing - matters that Trad, Circus takes as
read (though they have at least evolved a
highly-polished style in them all) and which
New Circusrarelyhas the time or finance (or,
let’s face it, not always the skills) to think
about. Soleil take the production values of a
West End Show and use them to reinforce a
series of performances that far surpass any-
thing that the Lloyd-Webbers and their min-
ions can manage - no wonder it utterly blew
away an audience who have probably never
seen a modern circus, or (despite the best
efforts_of Soleil-clone Surreal) even been

tempted to,

e
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Production aside, those of us familiar with
the recent history of the best European and
British shows won’t have been so amazed.
The music - face it, live music is essential to
a good show - was faultlessly contemporary,
oceasionally excellent tho’ unmemorablebar
one tune. Remember, we expect nothing less
from even a small-scale NoFit/Swamp size
ecompany, and the better Continental teams
manage to integrate their musicians more
fully into the company and the show. Chore-
ography in movement and dancing, tho’,
was way above the standard we’ve had to put
up with (which usually only meéans people

waving their arms around basically in tune).

The circus/theatre element was, as with Sur-
real (ironicallyl), difficult to follow, the chay-
acters obscure and their interaction neat-
meaningless. Contrast this with th& French
companies, who contrive to have'yotrrecog-
nise the characters, il not by name then by
type, very quickly (and without as much
banter as the Brits, the pace of the shows
being different) and can then develop on
their interaction. That the Canadians do
have a feeling for character-play was evident
with the very entertaining very Street-influ-
enced clown entrée which opened the show,
and, really, promised better on thatfront
than the show itself delivered. Perhaps (but
only perhaps) the Canadian public areused
to the Soleil characters, like a Mediaval
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European public would recognise the figures
in Mummer, Mystery or Commedia cycles -
but either the company has forgotten how to
build character or never knew. For the great-
est show on earth (or-what could be) this was
an oversight. At least it gives Furopean com-
panies something to feel smugabout.

OK. Being a circus and not a theatre, they
have acts. In many cases, Boy, do they have
acts!

The Chinese Pol@s Why have one person
doingthis whenyoucanhave 167 Production
values again! Apart
from NoFitState, which
was different, we've
only seen the navy do
this before. Howdo they
run up them like that?
Bet the guy who didit
straight-armed
wouldn’t pass a drug
test. 'Pmbab!y ex-Navy,
then.
Contortioniste &
acrobats What a
word!_(I've just_been
reading this ace Peter
Carey book with a sort-
of Circus in it - called
The Unusual Life of
Tristan Smith = where
they use the waord
;onsmrer"which 1 think
I like better) Synchro-
nised agony! How long
do they take to wamm
up? What do they have
for tea? The kid & dad
are from Russia but L
don’t think she'’s the
real mother, | wonder
if she knows hestaysup
veally late - he's only
10. Strongman gyms=
nasts, whateveryou call
them, area really popu-
larcontemporary flavour, and these two were
devastating. Would youlikea body like that?
Women need not veply.

Russian Swing haven’t scen this before,
tho’ it’s bigin big trad.shows.Gets you higher
than breathing deeply in the Cabaret tent at
Glastonbury! Netice-how they didn’t even
bother to try to cateh tll the third time - get
our expectations goingas

Wbrapewa Asstill effective, beautiful
even; but with others doing it/perhaps this
won't last long. Their freefall patterns were

iled!

an infiovation, but I’'m still burning to see
the bungee flyers someone was threatening.
Stuart reckons adding opera was a stab at
high art and stretchingit a bit, buthe’llstoop
pretty low for a pun.

Thelggier - Miguel Herrera (Cuba)
Probably the fastest power-bouncer with sili-
éon balls we’ve ever seen - we couldn’t work
out if the platform was helping the bounce,
but don’t really care; more of a puzzle was
why k& only bounced 7, not juggled them,
when he was so solid on 6. A treat, anyway.

e Clown*René Bazinet (Germany). Is
he-agenius at picking volunteers, or was the
youh.g man. who stole the show from him a
plant? We can’t decide. For a solo performer
to. keep 500[} spellbound he'’s got to be
blimmin’ good-but I felthis act was too slow
and compared unfavourably with Surreal’s
‘Donimo.

Girque dlu Solell | 1t's true. The sundoes
shine 6t In the best traditions of The
Greatest Show, all 1 can say is: Come back
soon,
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JUGGLING IS BACK IN BIRMINGHAM
AT BIRMINGHAMS NEWEST AND BIGGEST

=||=oa*‘

|  Juggling

o Openi.Mon ~ Sat
V Toam 2530pm
Nites: J
WmQ -
F{e,\-ifai{: <3

Oiscount for Juggling Clubs and Students
Custom Printed ﬁc and Sweat Shirts fo your design

SOON!
An extensive mga of GRIMAS Theatre make-up
Practice avea, tight rope

78% BRistel Road (A38) P

_ Selly Oak

X} Birmingham BZ28 6NA ~=
opp . J. Sainsbury

tel : 0127 872 5775 (24 hours)

|

3hoP

lngredien’rs for a perfect Jugaling Shop

FormdstaﬂsafourNEW - ;
Hewndfnmmaﬂorﬂerwvfcemlﬂm]a,#&fynﬁaym 22544-8685
E-mail us on htp://www.hub.co.uk/intercafe/market/boggle/ shop.twl

Or come and see us at 9 Broad Stybath, BA! 51

LIEPO’S ACADEMY

“ ‘ 996 Diploma Course

- Six months'intensive circus skills training 'on the road'
with our unique circus schoolytouring around Britain
for the entire duration.

Training each day in the new ‘Lottery Funded’ BigTop
and on outside aerial rigs with ZACA's specialist tutors,
you work towards producing professional quality‘acts:

Graduates from previous years:are now employediin
circus and theatre around the world.

Auditions NOW - Course commences May 1996
Ring(01962) 877600 fordmore details,
Fees are chargedsBursaries available.




TRICKS WORK
ATREAT

Putting together a juggling show is one
of the most difficult tricks that a juggler
has to master; when faced with the
prospect of trying to find eneugh-maie-
rial to fill 45 minutes with witty trickery
it's enough to make most people throw
in the towel. This is where a spot of
magical manipulation can add enough
diversity to hold a crowd which would
otherwise be dispersing quicker than
five colliding silicon balls.

Getting started in magic can be one of those
Calgh 22 siluations; no magician likes o.show
you how It's done and when you finally send off
for a trick you break your bank on something
which the catalogue promised to be a replita-
tion-maker and consists of two bits of string
which when used correctly will turn you into
David Copperfield. It doesi’t, and you throw the
string into a drawer where it stays. | know, ['ve
run out of drawers to put them in.

The glorious difference between jugglersand
magicians is that one shows all, whereas the
other lives in fear of being found out. I'fall into
the first category, so | though that | would share
some of the magic tricks which have appealed
to me as a juggler and have been used 10 great
effect on baffled audiences.

Magic can roughly be divided into two cal-
egories, tricks that are ‘self-working’ and those
that require years of practice lo master, like
sleight of hand with cards, coins and balls. The
self-working tricks generally rely [on a simple
principle and technique, but don’t be fooled into
thinking that because you can makeasilk come
and go as you please, this will satisfy an
audience for long - it won't. You've got to put just
as much effort into the presentation asyouhave
with any acl. One advantage of spending years
practising sleight of hand is that you can very
quickly convince an audience thal you are
ripsnortingly good by showing them the ma-
nipulations-even though you don’t show exactly
how it's done - and because of this you can cut
down on the verbals or even omit them alto-
gether, just asa three ball juggler might. Another
advantage (or not, depending on your person-
ality) is that with sleight of hand you can fritter
away most of your existence praclising for
hours on end; whereas a self-working trick

So that’s how he

manages to be such a good

juggler-Luke .hlgglestmck spendshisspare
time practising /magic tricks- to think all that
flashjugglingisjustsleight-of-hand...Nevermind.
Here he is again, reappearing out of the locked
box withswords through it, withsome ideas how
youcanextendastreetorstageroutinewithabit

of abracadabra.

excites for only an houror.so, leaving you no
allernative but to roam the streets; ambushing
poor saps and subjeeting them to your new-
found skills.

Sometimes it's hard to knowin advance just
what tricks will work for you, but these next two
should satisfy most jugglers asthey are both to
do with balls, an easy link Tnto a juggling show,
The first is selfworking enough that with an
hour’s practice you can floor any audience be
it large or small. Il's called the chop cup, it costs
from £17 to £30 and is available from any
magic retailer. I'm not going to say how it works
but it doeswork, very well; what it is is a cup,
underneath which a ball comes and goes and
eventually turns into atomato. If you get on with
this you can investin a set of three cups, one
being a chop cup, which will multiply the magic
no end, though you wilkhave to'practice a fair bit
more.

Magic with sponge balls is' an absolute
classic. It is not self-working, bul a basic routine
can be mastered with.the minimum of effort,
and the self-satisfaction that can be gained from
making balls whizz around from. hand to hand
is Immense. Sponge ball routines are generally
reserved for close-up magic.but can also be
done quite easily oh a stage. One of the pleas-
ures of a sponge ball routine is that you are not
just learning a simple move-but perfecting a
lechnique which gets better and better; so when
you walch somebody else doing a routine, even
though you know how it's done, you can still
marvel al the slickness of thesmoves. Hmmm,
soundsa bitlike thrée ball juggling again doesn't
it? When | bought my first sel of sponge balls
they went straight into:a-drawér as the Instruc-

lions:did o justice to the moves that could
be accomplished, and it was only when |
bought a video that | realised their full

_potential,

Sponge balls are available in a variety of
fluorescent colours, cost £3 for four (112"
size) and are available from magic dealers.
A good video to start with Is ‘25 tricks with
sponge balls’, £13.

A rather splendid trick that can liven up a
street show no end is called iicky botiles:
you use two bottles and a volunteer and no
matter what, the volunteer can't keep his
bottle the same way upasyours. You doneed
patter with this act, and as always that's the
hardest pait of the trick. A ten-year-old boy
came up afterwards once and told me
(correctly) how it was done though it had
apparently stumped all the adult viewers in
the audience; remember, as with any trick,
venvif people do know the secret you've still
gol to entertain them.

All these can be performed surrounded,
which | often find to be a must in street work,
and they can be performed to very large
crowds, which considering the size of the
chop.cup is.something of a miracle in ilself.

Many Juggling shops sell a variety of
magic but Davenports and International
Magic, both in London, stock a much larger
selection than most and both sell detailed
calalogues. [so doourfrieridsMagic By Post
-advertising depl. ]

So, ifyou fancy a stab at being a magi-
cian, buy one of these tricks, throw it into a
drawer...and welcome lo the world of magic.
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An excerpt from ‘The Peep ShbW‘
Walter Wilkinson(published 1927)

Here follows another instalmentfrom ‘The'Peap Show”) following
on issue 10 (real archive stuffsehs). New readers or old ones with
limited memories will need to know thar W alter Wilkinson wroze
ahandful of books about lissadwentures taking an updared ‘Arts &
Crafts’ Movement (1927 bippies, if you asked me) version of Punch
& Judy around the country, pulling the trailer himselfysieeping in a
tent. All thoroughly idealisticand wonderful stuff,andin an era that
effectively saw the end of a lot of the old entertainments central to the
tradition that many of usinew circusers now engage. As we join him
here he’s just decided to move on from a seaside Jife in Devon where
he’s been getting, so he believed, foo comfortable by haly...

Once again I found myselflook-
ing forward to the future lifenin
two weeks’ time I would be re-
spectable and secure no lohger,
for then I would turn my baeck on
the sea and march inland across
Devon, Somerset, and Glouces-
tershire, back to the Cotswolds.
And as I began to think of the
stirring life on the road romantic
Saunton was romantic ne longer;
and those magnificent engage-
ments at one pound apiece I be-
gan to see in a new light. Actaally
they were chains and fetters!
They held me down to the worldly
life - down to commercialism. And
I began to see that one pound
would not be sufficient to tie me
down to one place and one date;
but that I must raise my price
substantially, although I'could not
reconcile such arise in pricgwith
the economic laws underlying the
mysteries of price and value:

In the meantime I was confronted with the
Braunton Bank Holiday Féte, which most
people about there called “The Feet”. For
some weeks “The Peep Show! had been ad-

vertised on large posters, together with Swings,

Hoop-La! Coco-nut Shies, and other attrac-
tions. I was to be pdid one pound for a few
performances during which Red Hot, a local
clown, wasto actas:myog;sidc man, taking up
collections fora Hospital Fund. My interestin
this show was that for the time being I would
be part of a Fair and would take my stand
alongside real travelling showmen.

When larrived atthe ficld the variousside-
shows were receiving their finishing touches
and a committee-man, very much in his Sun-
day clothes, conducrted me across the meadow
to my pitch which was between the tea tent
and a cock-shy affaif described as ‘“The Pret-
tiest Girl in the World! Four shots a penny!”

It was very embarrassing.thac at my first
association with real show-people, Ishould be
so amateurish as to allow my theatre to blow
overy for a sudden guse of wind came over the
hedge and stretched the erection flat on its
face. But my shameas soon dispelled by the
proprietor of the Fair, who came across to me
and, withouta word, drove into'the ground an
immense stake towhichIeotld lash the show.

And morcover he confessed to me that the
wind was a something particularly horrid nui-
sance, that three days ago it had lifted “The
Prettiest Girl in the World’ into the air, and
deposited her, a complete wreck, fifty yards
away, sincewhich time he had worked for two
daysand one nightin order to resurrect her for
the Bank Holiday,

When the public began to drift into the
field the side-shows were ready and we were
all standing at our posts in a very professional
state of mind. ““The boss", stout, bold, and as
brown asa berry, guarded “The Prettiest Girl,’
Next to him came a brown young daughter at
the Hoap<la! His wife dominated the coco-
nuts, where she stood, a stern, hard woman,
her handsome face set as if carved in ma-
hogany, and her caste proclaimed for all the
world to see by a flowing feather in the im-
mensehat, The family was completed by a
ramshackle boy dressedinastriped jersey and
waisteoar; a lithe, busy boy - a foreigner - with
a queerdark glint in his eyes. There was a
distinct air of domination about these show-
people. They seemed to glare, rather like
wild animals, ac the comparatively innocent
country people who were roaming about the
field tooshy to commence spending their
money. Suddenly the showman rattled his
wooden balls impatiently and said to me,
“They always need a little encouragement,”
with which he began to shout as if the show,
the field;the people, and all the world be-
longed to him.

“‘Ere, come along there! The Prettiest
Girl in the World! Four shots a penny!”

The people did not come along, so he
produced some cigarettes which we smoked,
and the kindly old brute began to tell me how

. _he had reconstructed his broken show, The

horrible affair consisted of awooden villa door
which was surrounded by a canvas screen
covered with painted bricks, with a painted
window and painted curtains on either side of
the doorIf you fele sufficiently giddy you
bought four wooden balls for a penny and
with themitried to hit a spot in the middle of
the door. This spot was very artfully sur-
rounded with a piece ofloose tinwhich banged,
andclanged;and flashed when hit, and raised

“inthe throwera thrilling sense of having done

something: If the ball hir the magic spot the
door swung open and a gruesome effigy of a
female figure advanced a foot or two and then
tipped backwards displaying a good deal of
underclothing and two very bright green gar-
ters. The thrower of the ball ““‘ad a packit of
fags” and a coarse guffaw with whistles and
cat-calls arose from the lads, but I will say this
for the Devonshire lasses that most of them
blushed and turned away disgusted. I began
to.see that my work of reformation must not
stop at the ‘Punch and Judy’, but that I would
have to take a complete Fair by the scruff of
its neck and put it into proper artistic order.

1 6 PASSED
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What an attractive work it would be foran
Artsand Crafts Movement, to produce a Fair
really charming and gay. And not only to
make it but to travel about with it and create
for us the delightful fairy-tale atmosphere
which should surround a Fair,

But I suppose that Fairs are in their deca=
dence. They have aserious rival nowadays in
Summer Schools, where people gather to-
gether from all over the world to get in a
yearly supply of knowledge instead of a sup-
ply of cloth, or household commodities. I
suppose the side-shows of the future will be
correspondingly intellectual. In a gay booth
weshall find ourselves confronted with Alge-
braical Problems, and if we succeed inl solv-
ing the set, we shall be rewarded wich a free
copy of Dr. Dore’s History of Algebra. Instead of
the boxing booth we shall gather round a
debate on some highly controversial and
inflammable subject, and instead of the boat
swings we shall be levitated at twopence
apiece by a Spiritualistic magician.

Meanwhile the Braunton Féte developed.
More and more people surged into the field,
and bold spirits were making their coat-tails

fly in the swing-boats. The band began to

play and I saw that I was in for a gay time;

once more The Peep Show had carried me
into cheerful surroundings, and 1 roamed
about the field enjoying the Maypole danc-
ing, the races, and the shows and admired, in
the broad effect, the flying flags, the bustle
and animation of the people, --

I was standing at my theatre waiting for
my turn to come whenlsuddenly heard the
loud ringing of a bell and saw, breaking
through the crowd of people, my outside
man, the clown Red Hot. He was a tall figure
dressed in a bright cretonne costume, with
his face painted carmine and black and a
white diamond covering his respective eyes.
He clanged the bell and strode towards The
Peep Show. He shouted in a voice already
hoarse, “‘Ere, come along ‘ere. T got some-
thing to show you. Gome and seésomething
what’s almost as'funny as me. ‘Ere, come
along ‘ere.” His magic personality, or his
experience asa recruiting sergeant, for that is
what he had been, soon collected a good
crowd, and it was not long before he was
exhorting me to *“Get on wiv’ it.”

I plunged into the pesformance and
shouted my loudestso that the scattered,

PASSED

restless crowd could hear. But in a few minutes
the brass band began to play, and a tied-up dog
began to howl. I shouted louder still and ani-
mated the puppets with extra vigour in order to
dominaté the racket, but then Red Hot began to
collect, which was quite a performance in itself,
and I found the puppets abandoning their usual
orderly performance and ‘showing off’ to this
rackety crowd in a medley of violent slapstick.
Very shortly the perspiring, carmine face of the
clown appeared chrough the curtains and said
“‘Ere - close darn! That’s enough! I've swept up
that lot,” and what the puppets might be doing
seemed of so little importance thac I pulled down
the figures at'once without so much as a bow to
the audience.

After a third performance the clown intro-
duced me tothe teatent, where I was served with
an enormous tea generous enough for a police-
manora fireman, but I suppose in an affair like
this a showman ranks with these. After the tea |
was dismissed; my day at the Féte was over. [
drew away from the eternal swinging of boat-
swingsand the cacophonous crowd with the firm
convietion that the first essential for a showman
ava Fair is a set of invincible nerves, :

The first in a series of specially selected extracts from

hours in praclicing the basics.

jugglers, we shall be using clubs,

THE BASICS

Before you siart passing you must be able to
Juggle 3 items fairly confidantiy. But don'l get
discouraged if you can't - just spend a few more

You can choose balls, rings or clubs to pass wilh,
or even rmore exolic objects such as pineapples,
lorches, knives, plates, chairs; geese elc. However,
like the other 0% of sensible and underslanding

the infamous
Jacuzzi Brothars
passing eleven eggs
Helsinki
1976
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HAY-ON-WYE

CIRCUS & 'I'HEA'I'RE

BIG TOP .
Clyro Court §
Hay-on-Wye
{cafo, bar, sauna,
swimming pool)
* foe £80
inclusive of camping

* TOP TUTORS » B¢

GERRY FLANAGAN (commaotion} -

- - clowning

MARK DIGBY (Le La Les)
Acrobatics

BARRY & JOAN GRANTHAM
Eccentric Dance
and Music Hall

SUE NEVILL-PARKER
Horse Vaulting

ain tha righ chan: he
by n.."u.'.:..p 1A PRIZES!

_ 15th - 31t March IQNﬁEmﬁf’ﬁ
‘ uffin

1
1 ifwe would like 1o resarve [_ places for the Hay-on-Wye 11th Natosal Circus & Thealrs

| Convention al £80 per parson. Total amount enclosed,

I

I Cheques made payable to Dept. of En]uymenl or Muffin Marquees
: and send to Circus Canvention, Depl ¢ 6f Enjoymant, 32 Lion Street,
L Hay-on-Wye, Nr Hareford HR2 5AB {Telephone 01497 82 0&10}

'DESMOND

Dept. of Enjoyment in Partnership with FHlavquers:

THE

N
&

JONES SCHOOL OF MIME ==

AND PHYSICAL THEATRE

Britain’s first permanent School devoted
exclusively to Mime and Physical Theatre.
Established in1979the School has taught

countlessdugglers, Clowns and Circus
Performers from all over the world, many of
them now teachers.

SUMMER TERM BEGINS APRIL 22nd ,

3-monthintensive international Foundation Courses/

4-Term Course. Afternoons only. Mon - Fri.
certificates

WEEKEND COURSES;
Introduetion To Masks May 25th & 26th
Verbal Improvisation (Keith Johnstone Techniques) June 8th & 9th
SummerCourses July 22nd - 26th

Mime Technique, Mime Acting, Story-Telling, Masks, lllusions,
Verbal/Physical/Rsychological Improvisation, Energy, Wow!,
Presenting, Face, Stunt-Fighting, Commedia, Body-Balance,

Acrobatics, Stage and Body Dynamics elc.
The Course makes you aware of the theatricality and presentation skills.
It explores creativity, and brings excitement, spontaneily and energy
into powerful modern visual Theatre.
—_— The best year of my life.”

Brochures: The Registrar, 20 Thomton Avenue, London W4 10G
Telephone:0181 - 747 3537 !

r'%T

apply nowdortakepart in the 1996
Springboard Stage Awards for new
young (8 -18yrs) acts. The finals will be
- held at the 1996 British Juggling
Convention in Edinburgh,

Cadll Stuart at the Catch for an
application form NOW!

More details of thisevent elsewhere in
this Issue.




We invisible jugglers have suffered.
The only shop in Western Europe
selling invisible juggling equip-

ment was recently forced to close.

down due to non-stop shoplifting

which the local police refusedito”

take seriously. A (somewhat eriti-
cal) commentator defines invisible
juggling as: ‘‘to the reasonable and
and balanced mind, a fraudulent;
albeit often entertaining, repre-
sentation of something which just
isn’t there.’”” (M. Thomson-

Lavanitis, University of Durham,

1987 Ph.D. thesis, All in the mind:
An epidemiological study of themod-
ern phenomenon of ‘Invisible Jug:
gling’ across psychiatric wards_in
Greece, quoted with the author's
permission.)

But nothing can change the simple fact
that IJ (Invisible Juggling) is harder than VI
(Visible Juggling). Unconvinced? Try @ sim-
ple test. ‘

Hold one real ball in each hand (which
for most readers should make a total of two

balls). Throw the right hand one up and let

it drop. As soon as the ball hits the ground,
throw up the left (juggling notation junkies
outthere would describe this move as RIGHT-
LEFT). Now hold an invisible ball in each
hand (any size, but some say different €ol-
ours help them remember which ball is in
which hand). Throw the right ball. When it
hits the ground, immediately throw up the
left.

You will notice your reaction is much
slower with the invisible balls, making con-
tinuous I so much harder than V= and just

to do an invisible five-club exchange
(RIGHT-LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT-RIGHT-THROW=
THROW-THROW-RUN-LIKE-HELL) or even a 3-
ball shower (RIGHT-RIGHT-RIGHT-DROP-DROP-

DROP). Your reactions are slower beesuse

with I] your brain is giving the signal (when
to throw) to,your eye - not your eye t@the
brain. This reverses everything we have ever
learnt and ‘stored away’ as jugglers.

Laugh or sneer as much as you like (we
IJers certainly have to display a visible sense
ofhumour). All we ask is that you try it! By the
way, to stop cheating - mime artistsjpose an
especial problem - other jugglers should care-
fully follow the hand and eye movemerits
and feel free to challenge at any time, inelud-
ing by throwing visible balls into the pattern,
Good luck!

ahove: Me and Derek during a successful world
record attempt at an incredible side-by-side ex-
change of 11 (sic) invisible balls. A couple of real
(ie. visual) balls have been computer inserted into
the picture a) because we have a computer b) to
show beginners basic thythmic thought patterns.

Unfortunately, 1) is prone to hoaxes, hence a 5-
Man pub group calling.themselyes the Watford
Paralytics claim to have invisibly juggled a pre-
posterous total of 15,789 clubs over a 24-hour
period (but since there'were-na witnesses this
record is obwousty not valid - even for Guinness).

Dateline: Athens. Invisible man
Brian Church, pioneer of
Invisible Juggling, the craze
that's:sweeping the world, and
President of HIJA (the Hellenic
InvisibleJuggling Association),
begs yolito grab his very special
balls and see for yourself!

My fortheoming book, Teach Yourself In-
visible Juggling in Just 20 Seconds - not to be
confused with the preposterous Tell them
there’s Seven when there’s only One (Robert
Maxwell Publications) - includes invaluable
(,llapters on ‘How to drop a ball without any
of your audience noticing’, ‘Invisible j jug-
gling for footballers - and what to do if both
teams claim they’ve won’, and, most impor-
lanﬂyofal] “Whatif the people on thestreets
of Hemel Hempstead just aren’t very im-
pressed’.

All comments about IJ (or what academ-
icspaid bythe word term quasi-visual fields of
rotational displacement within aerial dadaism)
should be sent to Brian Church, HIJA Presi-
dent;efothe Athens News, 3 Christou Lada,
102 37 Athens (hence the name of the news-
paper), Greece or fax (301) 323 1698,

helow: The traditional march of the Evzones in
Athens coincidentally simulates the pattern re-

“quired for seven variable invisible objects, Shown
~ atthe side:of the photo is the historic sentry home

where Greek guards have looked after the nation
since Independence in 1821 (and also where
keep my ¢lubs in the wintertime).

-i;m"rPA---I’.‘h i"‘é i
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"Wish | could draw cartoons like this month's artist -
looks almost like a photo”, ventured one Tree Payner
(anag.) of Portsmouth. High quality stuff, | must admit.
Thankyou. Wish the same could be said for your.entries;
PR, but anyway we didn't need you this time (nah-nah-
na-nah-nah) - the overall quality of entries was several
storiesup on recent competitions, and the ]quing pariel
spent several pints, | mean hours, discussing the finer
points of acrobatic humour - occasionally.eventinclud-
ing you lot. | must point out before we getany further that
our epitome of feline fairness Tigger took ene look al
the picture and with an Y can do that'sort of lookwas off;
last seen with three companions (believed to be the the
famous Flying Furballs) boarding a train for Canary
Wharf, Which also relieves us of the need to go any’
further with the entry from Brian Dannemotofno fixed
mind,

Well yes, there were a few recurring nightmares,
themes, whatever... Cats for one. Skate Naked, fHe
Kamasutra (note the spelling, non-Sanskrit-scholars),
TV reception, bum busking pitches of the world, and all
the variations on "l can see your ‘ahse from here" you
could ever want. Makethat farmorevariations... Norman
Harrow of Blackburn at least gets a mention for the
typically British twist - “Don'tlook now but | can seeyeur
car being towed away". The Entire Household of 1
Boulters Lane, Wood End, Warwickshire, entered on
pretty familiar and similar lines (i'd watch thab.Jayne,

tho'), scoring a twitched lip only with the off-centre “So-

he says “The day you can get me three idiots half naked
balancing on top of a skyscraper in New Yok, then I'lf
make you editor”. Keeps the Post Office in business,
anyways. "Hey Mclntyre! The audience have fallen offl"

-Martin Chapman of York - is merelyanother Instance -

of another of these chains (missing link, anyongg). For
some reason the piece of paper on which Edmund

FEED).... \PTION.CONTEST

“intellectuallychallenging” Parsons of Atherstone
neatly typed “Come on guys, just hold that pose for
another 10 minultes while we change the backdrop
again"has escaped from the bin, and, yes, OK, itis an
original angle. As the guys were no doubt saying
themselves.

But far more originality (far more originality thanthe
average sitcom series) was exhibited by one Donald
Granl o' Fife (who's notwinningany prizes while he's
in so much of the rest of the magazine, people might

think we had it in for him'or somethig) for the rather

chucklesome “Doctars agreed that separating the fri-
pletswould beadifficulttask”. Nick Knight of Reading
is Just not winning-any prizes, fullstop, despite his =
foreign cheese, "Juggling used to be fun before they
invented all this sité-Swap fionsense"or even the verg-
ing-on-the-kiddies'-joke-book standard of "Top Bloke:
“Watch out, Billl" Middle Bloke: "Watch out Bill who?"
BottornBloke “Watchout beloooooooow!" which com-
bined effort elicited the mighty response ofthree giggles
and asnurfit. Not quite goodenough. Nick, keep taking
the lessons. -

ope, forthebig yoksitwasthe morestraight-ahead
(?) welrdness of John Crosby of Jersey doing pretty
well with “Doyou rhfnktiﬁ-‘% Faglewill fall for it? and
hitting the old in-joke button for seven sniggers and a
coupleof snortswith ‘?Wﬁ_o s this bloke Pete Raynerand
why:are we doing @ benéfit for himg" John wins an
Usborne Face-Painting Kit (book
and paints) from our good friends the ultimate juggling

book dealers Buttenbingens.

Simon Farrow.of Houghton=le=Spring is a funny
feller (so we've heard) - his unique mention of the
copper & kiddy from previous cartoons, plus the
downright odd ‘Hungarian-syrehronised swimming

Ene

team Walting for heavy rain'score him a dozen guffaws
and ong judgg collapsing in hiccups, plus a copy of the
acclaimed (inthis verymagazine) Charlie Dancey's

lz%ﬂ»]wdla of Ball Juggling. But why are
30 rudeabout that nice Mrs. Bottomley?

There must be some kind of unaccustomed humour
explosion inthe archipelago, because this issue's win-
ner, despite being the kind of annoying f-wit that prints
“winningentries” on his letter, is Keith Coxof Guernsey,
whose contributions, including “Mile High Club meet-
ing goes ahead despite airport closure” but topped off
with *"We thought he would help” explains spokesman
alter practical joker joins Samaritans staff'had several of
the judges rolling under the table laughing. Well | think

thatwaswhy. Mr Smartypants winsthat Dancey fellow's

Compeadivm of Glub Juggling, the stand-
ard work on the subject, and should get himself a job
writing headlines for the local paper. And then he'd stop
bothering. us,

And for'next issue's competition - try and get your higher

& .| Intellectual functions engaged with the following 1908 Punch

number, a number of whose characters must have been
reading that Me/Grant on page 36.

Thewittywinners will be welcoming the presence in their
livesofsome boffo bits from that trademark of quality SPOT =
LIGHT. First prize funnyperson scores a set of 3 SPOT =
LIGHT €UROPENN CLUBS, thoseshort-handled light-
weight utterly-top-deco ultra-covetableobjects of desire you've
‘beeni eyeing up in'the shop since last year, Second prizeis a
copy of the all-singing all-dancing (sorry, | made that bit up)
all-jugglingcomplter (PC) package that is
JUBGLEKRAZY - the ultimate tool for theoretical ad-
vancement in juggling and adamn-easy way to learn the dread
siteswap all in one little disc. Juggle higher numbers than
Haggis inthe comfort of your own home! Third prize but by no
‘means leastis asetofthree SPOTLIGHT 123G. RAWVE
BERNBAGS the ones with the fabbo UV sensitive col-
ours;abrain-bloggling Blue with Pink, Orange & Yellow
bits - get those traces racing!

Entriestothe usual by the usual - oh, go read the small print...

20 FEEDS - THE CATCHSION COMP
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BOX
BROWNIE
BONANZA!

The standard of juggling/cir-
cus photography in this coun-
iry is reaching new heights
(see Brian’s over the page!) -
we see il every postbag, not
just in the work of our regular
contributors but in the stuff
we gel senl. Running a Photo-
graphic Competition means
we gel 1o look at even more!
Hooray!

Take a look at the three on this
page, for a start. Smart, eh? And
these didn’t even win! The techni-
cally-minded among the judges
wish me to point out how we were getling not
Just classic Cafefrsel-up and action shots but
also better examples of classic photographic

genres like the portrait, and simple’ great

composition. That means we're all getting a
lot more classy, right? Me I just want to'give
a pat on the back to the highly-commend-
able-but-didn’t-make-it category - espacially
Stuart Whitmore, Sharna Longley, Esa
Danlels and Heyes Hay - if we'd had enough
space we'd have run theirs for you to look at
loo, plus more from Mike Bridge
& Nick Hitchcox. But nooo, boo-
hoo, etc.

Winners over the page, near-
misses this - the lucky (ah, no, |
mean utlerly skilled) ones getting
whole wodges of tickets for the
next tours of the most visually-
stunning (and hence phologenic)
shows In the country - we mean
The Chinese Stale Circus and
Cirque Surreal, all donated by |
the big man in the tented touring
world Phillip Gandey (many
thanks). Keeping up all these
slandards (the photography as
well as PG) does us all immense
good - no, really (quick pompos-
ity break there). We could really
do with printing more greal pics
(and might be devoting a special
magazine to photos of the year
sometime) so keep Lhe pics flash-
flooding in!

olrblast-Ive-lost-thesbit-of-

Paper-with-her-name-on
getting to the high point for

Spmﬂdhgformofﬂnseﬁ-atm-
gags with Mark Segal

Dangerthunk Mank Dighy pinupped by Mike Bridge
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Yoel The Stickaman’by Nick Hitchcox
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NEW

EARTH CALLING

We have liftoff! The 25-strong Nod
Yenni - that means Unity to you or i,
aka. the Swamp Circus EARTHCIRC
project - is now touring.its show
promoting tree-planting in Northern
Ghana, but still needs your support. All
contacts in West Africa appreciated,
ditto old equipment & costumes,
financial, whatever,.. More details from
Greentop (see courses section) or on
0114 281 8350 - and more of the'story in
the next Catch, we hope...

ZIPPODROME

Many of you will have heard that
Zippo's Circus have introduced animals
- well, horses - into their 1996 show (but
not the ZACA touring training troupe).
We offer no comment other than to
recall that, historically, horses were in
the earliest circus shows (see article in
issue 12) and that it's been a long time
since Zippo ran anything like-a ‘New'
Circus show. Nevertheless at The Catch
our main area of interest remains-in
Human Circus & Performance Skills...

COMPETITION GORNER

If you want to get the teensiest bit
piste-off, and you read French; try tolay
hold of a copy of Arts de la Piste, the
new, glossy, idea-crammed and-jolly
informative journal from the French
Government-sponsored Hors les Murs,
specialising in circus. There's some
excellent photography and illuminating
articles around the 10-year anniversary
of the National Circus Academy at
Chélons-sur-Marne (beside which the
self-motivated fund-scraping 10-year
history of FoolTime/Circomediaris
especially contrasting), plus news of
other major European companies... It
makes diabolo very jealous indeed -
what we couldn’t do with a bit of
government money. Or any money,
come to that. The magazine is 65f.(!) a
copy (plus postage).and.Hoislesmurs-are
at 74 Avenue Pablo Picasso, 92000

The more of these they do, the less
money they'll have for blowing up
Pacific Islands, i'm suze...

OVER SIDEWAYS DOWN
UNDER

Our bulging & nicely bouncy postbag
(this is what happens when you take
time out) also contained a commiinica-
tion from that nice if somewhat
gravitationally-confused couple Mr &
Mrs Edwin Sideways (aka.Garry &
Pauline Nevin) who some of you will
remember/know as the grganisers of
New Zealand Juggling Conventions and
for their shop in Christchurch NZ.

Nanterre, France, (1) 46 69 96 96 (fax 98).

BELFAST PAST BLAST

We got a letterfrom Circus 1 to 3,
the Belfast Youth Circus with a
special brief towards kids in (or at
risk of landing in) residential care or
the juvenile justice system (I mean
it's they that.are juvenile, not the
justice system - or...?). Those of you
with long memories, or extensive
collections of back-issues that you
keep re-reading-‘cos they're so
good, will remember we wrote
about them in the very first issue of
The Catchy They'te very much still
alive and geiting round the place at
a rate of knotg and.are still to be
found at: |

Circus 1 to 3, Saint Patrick's
Training School, Glen Road,
Belfast BT11 8BX tel. 01232
301123 fax 01232 626879
[ — ;- ||
They've packed both those in, not in the.
interest of a quiet life, no fear, but to
open a dedicated Backpackers' Hostel in
Picton NZ (near Blenheim on the west
coast South Island) called The Jugglers'
Rest. Not only a beeyootifool and
inexpensive place to stay (listed turn-of-
the-century villa, peageful grounds,
swimming pool) there are also workshops
in anything and everything they can

think of, every afternoon. They'll still look
after equipment for travelling street
performers, sell crucial bits, and fill you in
on all the gen you need to busk or
whatever else around the South Island -
still an essential stop ,then. Find them at
8 Canterbury-Street; Picton, N7, or on
(03) 573 6570,

cJUE?

Something we couldn't read at all
came through from a New Circus
performance & workshop group on Séo
Paulo, Brasill ''Vire a pagina e comece
a sonhar!”, they say, and i really can't
argue with that. The curious or those
travelling in South America can find
Cia. Cénica Nau de Icaros at Rua
Ferndo Dias, 346 - casa 7, CEP: 05427 -
000 Pinheiros, Sao Paulo, Tel/Fax (011)
211.4668.

NERD ALERT!

Jellyhead is back! ...and in his usual
spirit of responsibility has opened a
World Wide Web site on fire-breathing.
The foolhardy loose cannons on the net
can find it at hitp://
www.phreak.co.uk/phreaks/jellyfire.
Equally foolhardy and nearly-
something-to-do-with-fire, the
Ministry of Tequila are on-line at
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/
homepages/bigjohn/mot_home.html.
Why doesn't someone do something
about the length of these web
addresses? (yes I know they're called
URLs). You can probably find them
quick enough by searching tequila or
fire or jelly or something,

MORE OF A BALLS-UP
THAN MOST

We also hear that erstwhile biggest
juggling company in the country More
Balls Than Most were put into the
hands of the receivers in October. It's
probably too late but if you think
MBTM owed you money and you
haven't heard from them you could try
the'receivers Baker Tilly at 2
Bloomsbury Street London WC1B 38T,
0171 413 5100, fax ...5001. I'm sure
you're supposed to offer commisera-
tiong at a time like this but the MBTM
founders are off trying the same
techniques in the States, and really I
can't be bothered,

A'BLINDER!

Much more interesting legal news is
that Mr Magoo, the blind juggler
(lyesl), who was arrested and charged
with ebstruction on the say-so of
spoilsport traders in Camberley, Surrey
[BOOI] was cleared of all charges and
awarded £30 costs by the magistrates.
Magoo, real name Tim Horsfield, is 38
and only started juggling when he lost
his sight through a hereditary disease
four years ago - his dogs, Baba &
Flossie, pick up the (numerous) stray
balls for him. A Convention act, for
sure...
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Mar.16/17 Brussels Circus School Juggling Fanalics
Convention

Mar.16-17 Tejas Juggling Festival, Denlon (Sat) and
Dallas (Sun), Texas, US.

Ialell's.d[?mggﬁ The Canberra international Buskers Fes-
tival 0z

Mar.25-31 11th Nalional Circus & Theatre Convention
Hay-on-Wye. Clyro Court, Hay, lovely place with inclu-
sive camping, swimmin Eml, sauna, bar, café, elc. The
whole shebang costs £80, but for that you getaweek offun
& classes wilh the likes of Mark Digby (Le La Les
acrobamaniac), Gerry Flanagan (Commolion clowner),
Barry & Joan Grantham (eccenlric dance music-hall duo)
Sue Nevill-Parker (Horse Vaulting!)... and il's usually
oversubscribed, Gel {(Jur enquiries off lo Dept. of EnicH«-
ment, 32 Lion Street, Hay-on-Wye, Mr. Hereford HR3
5AB 01497 820610. Cheques 1o Dept.of.Enj of Muilin
Marquees. Unicycle Grand Prix 12 noon Sat.30. Ring
for details.

Apr.4-8 1st Catalan Juggling Convention Arlbeca, Calas
lonia, nr. Spain, Conlact Joglares/FAE All. Jordi Dodero
Fax (34) 3 210 7297. We know nothing else ‘xepl thal
Calalans parly BIGTIME!

Apr.5-8 Yerres Juggling Convention Limiled free
accomodation and everything else you'd expect from a
major evenl. Registration/information Mairie de Yerres -
Service Cullurel, 60, rue Charles de Gaulle, 91330 YERRES
(33) 6949 79 00. Contact Evelyne GRANDIN.

Apr.5-7 201h Isla Vista Juggling Festival California.

0000000000000 0000O0O0
Apr.12-14 British Juggling Convention,
CGramond, Edinburgh.

Moray House College, Cramond, on the oulskirls
of Edinburgh overlooking the Firth of Forth.
Selupday Thursday Apr, 111996 - and the campsite
& 24-hour jugoling games hall will be open from
4pm. This is nof the beginning of the convenlion,
but to help those who need to travel on Thursday.
The Convention itself runs Fri.12-Sun. 14,
3 gyms, games hall (24 hnursJ, dance sludio,
workshop space, video room, traders hall and Bed
& Breaklast accommodation, Adi'oinin? van and
camping area. Adjoining entertainment area for
Tommerﬂive music big/ittle tops.
The details are on he flyer enclosed in Ihis issue.
I you've lost that, you need to know that the sile is
reached off the west end of the Edinburgh Bypass
H&?20} by the IoFIowin? formula, 1st roundabout
e

iﬁ|hl,2ﬂd{3rd(d0uble fl,3rd8tr_a'rghlnn.4lhéup
until this point you've nfaliome Forth Bridge
rom Hanover

signs} slrai?ht on. Bus 40 or 41
Street (next o Prince's Street) will gel you there, as
will a taxi - be sure to ask for Cramond Campus.
You also need lo know that adull tickets are £20
before Mar.31, £25 afler, under-16s £10, & B&B on
Fri.&Sal. mghls £19 each. Cheques 1o ‘Scollish
Jugaling & Circus Skills Associalion’,
{Ihyuu're not coming full-time you might like lo
share;
* The Parade with bands, carnival heads and |ocal
gLMﬁs along Princes Streel in the hearl of Edin-
rﬁe' beneath the castle rock, followed by games
in the Amphithealre of Princes Streel Gardens,
* Apublic show in the ring of the big top - including
aerial acts, '
The Springboard Award - the Catch gelling in
earlgeunlha nextgeneration of greal Eerformers will
be held on Sundar al 12.30 the lasl chance to
register is at 10am Ihat mnrnin? (or any other time
earlier thal weekendg and we'll’ go shraight into a
run-through of the show. Last year's was a terrific
show, s In ‘scarey’ for the adulls, and this year's
will doubtless be still more so. There's an advarl
sm\v;rthere inthe mag which might say some more"
d i
Stewart Hutton, 83 Uist Road, Glenrothes, Fife,
KY7 6RE, tel /ffax (01592) 620711, Email
bjc96@circustufl.co,uk, Web address hitp:/fwww/
demon.co.uk/circustufi/scolcony/
Waorkshops contact: Johnny Hopper (h) 0131 228
2354 (w) 0131 8y50 68(3\)1 Email
johnny@festival.ad.ac.uk
Parade/music contacl Marion Kenny 0131 669
3686 (4 marion. yeh, hy x) g
gaa:lﬁringfbcozing contacl James Soper 0141 946

MUX/MUni contact Duncam Castling 01207
543463
Show/mohohocontact Donald Grant 01333340233

*
o000 0OOOODODODODODOBLSESEDS

oo o00000RPOOGOODDOS
Apr.19-21 2nd Brilish Acrobalic Convention,
‘Gregntop, Sheffield.

Workshops including comedy acrobalics, lra-
peze, corde lisse, Irampolining, tumbling,
acrobalance and the dread leeterboard, plusacro-
cenlric cabarel show. Essential evenl for those in
the swing. Tutors and masler class requests
please gel in contacl - also Cabarel acls, elc.
0114 281 8350

o0 D000 000OODOD0D S

May 4 May the Fourth Be With Yot - 3rd Birmingham

Circus (&Star Wars) Convention L i Community

Centre, Brum FFi. Kevin 0121 414.0094. Bg there or

Darth Vader. -
4TheUltimate Balls Up! Radlord Soeial Glub, Dais

m.!\ie(haﬂhnrpa'smmeld,HaII,SIaHs‘.' ,décm.livg

rr:%;;g 12no0n-12midnight. The Stuffn’Nansense. last

May 12:6lh Greal London Unicyele Grand Prix See

Calch This Uni for details,

May 17-19 6th Dutch Juggling. Convention, Tilburg,
FFiCSE Mulliplex, Pnststr&?%)ﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁfiluﬁgl‘;bﬁng
fand 013-536 72 93. >
Mgh;% ,J'%Hfsfé Bctdla}m Fair, Bath. CIUhSI}FBne% tie‘hi;arlr
night, Sunday Spectacle, gamesyetc. Free Street Festival,
usually a big party, runs cuncuﬁgﬁiﬁﬁa Bath Festival &
Fringe, hals good. Bill TBC.
Jun.somefime! Festival of Fools 20th Anniversary
Melkweg, Amsterdam. Be here if you can...
Jun.28/30 Winchester Intemnational Aris Fair Circus,
(Gabaret, Theatre, walkabout, music and.a lot lot more.
Organised by Attic Theatre/Hat Fair and‘they're.t
actsNOWLRing 01962 863966, Ticke! defails nest issus.
Jule <7 Wessex.3D Convention Show, Kids Renegade,
(see ad,) Malc 01373452018 0
Jul.5-7 Hat Fair Winchester. The essential Street Ren-
dezvous. Also l;ookmasacts now. Write 5a-Jewry. Street
Winchester or ring 01962 855334, <
Jul, 16-21.49th Annual 1JA Festival, Rapid Cily, South
Dakola US :
Aug.2-4Ragged Hedge Fair near Clrencesler, Glouces-
tershire. Excellenl Camﬂpﬂesﬁ- al wilh carnival theme.
£30/25F, 01285652608 fax 644827  lrade 01594 810520.
Aug;5-12 World Unic .!in? Convention Guildford, Sur-
rey. Sea Galch This Unicycle for updated delails,
Aug. 10-19 4ih Crawley Convention Shows, workshops,
on-site camping. Ffi. Nigel 01822 852997
Aug,16-18 Oranjeboom Siraalfestival; Rattérdari, Hol-
land. Streel performers of all sorts waﬂ’éd for this mega-
Farr in true full-on Dutch style. Free accomodation &
ho? Iorl nut—oL—area i)usnjorst, ravel éxpenses and good
ats - plus.a chance (against some veryserious compe-
tiliunkat 9 prizes up [09,2000. Grea‘ﬁ‘ux\n‘rafc?rulsooiﬁel a
form NOWHrom Oranjeboom Straatfestival, p/aSpektakel
Thealer; Jodenbreestaal 24-1, 1011 NK Amsterdam; Ffi.
hgg(ll-layes & Marilla Mascini, 31 20623 9487, fax 620
coeo0o0o00o0n00eBeaDeeS
Aug.17-24 19th European Juggling Con-
vention Grenoble, France™ ™
Organized by the Associalion Entre Ciel et Terre
{‘Between Heavenand Earlh) - Alain Brissard and
agreat team of jugglers from Grqréﬁﬂe' nd Paris,
Dalesare provisional - they may change by a day
01 W0, as the conlracts are nol.yet signed -
definitive details next issue. Thaco%varmon will
behieldal the Universily: two large gyms, fanlas-
lic swimming pool, cheap restaurant, and ac-
commodaion. In addition; acrossthesfiver-(5
minutes walk from the main site)is a huge green
 field site for our camping. Of course there are still
lenty of surprises to be planned, andifyouhave
deas-or want lo help, Entre Cieléel Terre would
love tahear from you, ] 3
After previous financial debacles you'll be pleased
to hear that the EJA is pleasanllygolva again,
thanks lo the Leeds Convention Organisers re=
paying most of the oulslanding sum from 1993 -
ughi_(in means [hat this and hopefully further con-
ventions ‘are_safe and canplan ‘and devel
comiortably, There is still monay.lo come bac
from Goteborg & even Hagen conventions.
PRIGES: Iy
This year (like always) the organisation would
like as many peaple as possible 1o pre-register,
Ihem,lgg are offering a 25% disgount for early
registration. The more people who take advan-
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tage of this, the easier il will be for the jugglers in

Grenoble.
Francs Marks  Pounds

ON-SITE REGISTRATION
Full week adult 300 85 40
Full weekhild \
(6-14 years) 175 50 23
PRE-REGISTRATION (before June 1, 1996)
Full weelcadult 240 £ 70 32
Full week chifd
{F6—1F4 yei?;ggck 140 E:o 19

or Family tickets, the adull s}andiimlchild y
full rice-.?gm; ld is half price, and third or
fourth children éfﬂ%ﬂ?ﬁ 'P?I!lls? is only valid for
families, and NOT.school groups. !f you come
with more than 4 child r%ou better be ready lo
prove they are a family unit!)
To pre-register, send a local cheque (for Ger-
many, England or France) or a Euro-cheque to-

ther wi WN me, Address and Telephone

umber to the foll nFaddrasses. If you trans-
fer your money diraclY 1 ,{me of these bank
aocmm;g,m;ﬁmfz jorget tosend your name,
«address, and lelephone number to the conlact

rson, 50 that they know who the money came
rom. Once you are pre-registered, you will re-
ceive a leller of confirmation which you must
ﬁgﬁgl inGrenoble to getyour badge and show
Tlheaddresses_andbankac@wnls [0 pre-register
al are; -

alch MoorledgesFarm .Cottage, Knowle Hill,

t-'garili‘tol BS18 gﬁ

Cl?ew Magna, Please don't

phone.
National Westminster Bank Sort Code 52-21-08
Account number 561 20893 in the name of:
European Juaglifig Convention

FRANCE

Entre Ciel et Tere, Judith Brossaud, 3 rue Jean B. Piadel, 3800
Grenoble, France Tel:33-76 46 22 83

Credit Lyonnais Bank number 30002 Office number 02637 Account
number 0000 050708 S in the name of: Entre Ciel et Terre
GERMANY B

Sonja Boeckmanr, Johann-Justuswep 136 V-52, 26127 Oldenburg,
Germany. Tal. (Michael) 49-721-608.4862 juggling@rz.uni-
karlsruhe.de

Sparkase Hagen BLZ-450 50001 Konto 100 117 031 In the name of:
EJA-D

More details will be published as they are known.
I you have any questions, don'l hesitate to con-
fact Entre Cielen Terre - DON'TASK THE CATCH
-WE KNO NUFFINK. Help during the convention,
public-show; ele=be intough with ECET,

Sep.6-83rd S“W i ing Festival FFi. MrBliss's
Bizarre Bazaar 01248 371

Sep.14-22 8th Bfislnl-ﬁgglin?-g. Circus Skills Con-
vention More details laler bul always recommended.
Public Show Friday 20th. Details 01749 677404
ISep.|25—9Pnﬂuguese.luggﬂng Convention Oeiras, Por-
ugal.

Those nice peeps the Porluguese Association of New
Circus 'Loucomotivo' are getling this one gofnP again -
near Lisbon, and nearer the beach, FREE Camping, sun-
shine and LUNAR.ECLIPSE. Ennﬁ%h live music lo fill a
very large live music container. DITTO ALCOHOL, Work-
shops 0 make your eyes Ec? Ie. Capoeira, Samba and 72
Magic! Renegade, Open & Public Shows - Anything else
you need? Bring il

Cast: 4,000 Escudos (=£18) Mais ou Menos

Contacts: EJARep Porlugal Micheal Avidrishock, Tel/Fax
003511 812 53%: Hg%aﬁdmlmm 1812 6730
Tom Fullery/Helen Highwater 00851 0981 293426
Oct.11-13 Lodi Juggling Festival Micke Grove Park &
Zoo (US) i

Oct.sometime Hay-on-Fire Hay-on-Wye, on a Bus|
Berkeley Stairway lo Heaven H:ﬂwoud theme! &
-oo._ol_.?__oo_o_,_o_-oooo.o
After seriding all delails lo The Catch, to put your conven-
tion or festival on the Internet get the info to
Rupert.Voelcker@bt-sys.bt.co,uk or to Rupert himself
fax on 01473 644649 oi phone 01394 278556 and he'll
make sure they're enteredin the JIS (Jugaling Information
Service) for all those virlual jugglers out there.
P00 0000800000 BBRBSSS®
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5, 6, 1
WESSEX Will Happen
Same Time, Same
Place, Same €ost If
You Book.

Please Book.
We Want You To Boolk.
Places Are LIMITED

£10.00 in Advance
(£8.00 for Under i 6 yrs)
£15.00 at the door

Usual Wonderful S<uff (and brew)
PLUS Kids RENEGADE
€Cheques to : WESSEX
JUGGLING CONVERTION
Ring MALConOI273 452018

THE CIRCUS SPACE

BTEC National Diploma
in Performing Arts, Circus

A unique 2 year full time course.at The Circus
Space, London, starting September 1996.

Organised in association with East Berkshire College.

@ [earn trapeze, acrobaticsyjuggling-and-other circus skills

@ Develop the art of performing

@ Study arts administration

@ Study stage management and production techniques

@ Gain an accredited qualification accepted by the
performing arts industry and universities

FREE to European Community residents
under 19 on September 1st 1996.
Low fees for those aged 19 and over.

Phone 0171 613 4141 for full course brochure.
The Circus Space, Coronet Street, London N1 6HD
‘Britain’s premier centre for circus arts

2= —r

Ten Years
of Foolery

Happy Birthday tooo yoooo, Happy Foolsday toooo
yooooo... etc, It was 10 years ago this April 1st (or
thereabouts!)that Britain's first Circus Training Acad-
emy (or whatever you want to call it), Fool Time,
opened in old-church buildings in St. Paul's, Bristol,
the fruit ofanimmense amount of enthusiasm & hard
work from-juggler/stiltwalkers Audrey Michel &
Richard Ward and a feeling that what Brussels and
shortly Chalons-sur-Mame were to have, Britain
should have too; There they pioneered high-level,
intensive, and advanced courses in Circus & Per-
formanee Skills for Britain, as well as making the first
moves towards accredited qualifications on moving
to exciting new premises, an extensive former ‘Re-
formatory” in Kingswood (a Bristol suburb).

Then, all of asudden, victims of vanishing budgets
syndrome, FoolTime collapsed as a business entity, to
be rescued by-some of the tutors themselves, notably
Bim Mason & Helen Crocker, and re-named
Circomedia. The 1evived “university of circus'" is of
course still very mueh alive, kicking, and even partying
to celebrate this important anniversary - not without
pausing toreflect on how far the world of circus/street/
skillshas comeinthatdecade. So are we, whichis why
we put that incredible human simulation of the
Circomedia logo on the front cover. Shortage of funds
mean that the major event will be a party, bringing
together figures from the past as well as the future of
the physical/comic arts, to which you'll already have
beeninvited if you qualify. But don't worry, we'llsneak
in the back door to sniff out any good stories / scandals
on your behalf, which is nearly as good and saves you
the hangover. Now where's my Gorilla Suit?
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GANDINI JUGGLING PROJECT

'...And other curiOus questions'

Sean and co's third show, still breaking the
bounds of whal you can do with movement &
manipulation, with Sean Gandini, Kali Yla-
Hokkala, Lindsey Butcher, Alix Wilding, Jereny
Robbins, choreographed by Gill Clarke. If you
haven't seen them before, well, shame on youl!
If you have you'll know why you should make
the efiorl to do so again.

Mar.6 Richmond Festival

Mar.11-14 Residency, Frome

Mar.14 Merlin Theaire, Frome

Mar.15-17 Workshops, Circomedia, Bristol
Apr.1-4 Residency, Warringlon

THE NATURAL THEATRE

Masters of street confusionism

Mar.10-12 Interlaken, Switzerland

May-Oct Boblingen, Germany

Jun.6-8 Nurnburg, Germany

..lhen Cosla Rica, Roskilde, City of London,
Stourhead, Chalon-sur-Sadne, Bregenz.

COMMOTION IN

Don Juan

Mar.8 Stahl Theatre, Oundle,

Mar.9 Spring Gardens Arls Cenlre, High
Wycombe

Mar.13-14 Unily Thealre, Liverpool

Mar.22 Borough Thealre, Abergavenny
Mar.28 Bridgwaler Arls Centre

Mar.29 Plough Arts Centre, Greal Torringlon
Apr.1 Paisley Arts Cenlre

Apr.3 MacRoberls Arts Cenlre, Stirling
Apr.4-6 Theatre Workshop, Edinburgh.

REJECTS’ REVENGE IN:

Peasouper

Brilliant comedy / physical theatre / mime,
elc,, direcled by Bim Mason & a big hil at
Edinburgh. Me, | just laffed a lol.

Mar.5 Guildhall Arts Cenltre, Granthani
Mar.6 University, Loughborough

Mar.9 Goole Arts Thealre

Mar,15-16 The Theatre, Midland Aris Cenire
Mar.18-22 Lincolnshire rural tour,

Mar.23 The Gantry, Southampton, TBC
Mar.25-29 North Yorkshire rural tour
Apr.23-27 Noltinghamshire rural lour,

HEIR OF INSANITY

Enchanting acrobalic balancing & awesome
aerlal artistry (or thal's whal it says on lheir
Press Releass). They have been described by
The Independentas “living tumbling artworks'".
Mar.8 Birmingham International Convention
Cenlre

Mar.9 Inlernational Women's Day Celebra-
lions, London

Mar.14-21 Hannover, Germany

Apr.13 BJC Public Show, Edinburgh

ApiL20 Circus Space Cabarel, London

May 30 Frankfurl, Germany _

May 25-26 Viclorian Circus, Bedferd

For more information contact Julia & Siiton on
0181 3483202

e o000 e0000O80BE000
For details on the whereabouls of trad. cir-
cuses, including some like Zjppo's thal are
well-worth your atlention, you don't have lo
hope thal the council hasn'l laken (heir poster
down - you can also ring the Kingpole (Trad.
Ciretis mag) information line on 0891 343341,
This I8 a premium (thal means expensive)
chargaline, bul gels [he info out al a good rale.

GREENTOP

Circus Cenlre, Saint lemas_‘Churd]. Holywell
Rd., Brightside, Sheifield 9 1BE lel. (0114)
256 0962,

COSMOS + Workshop Group

GROUP-SHOW & state-of-lhe-art UV perform-
ance
Mar.31.

CIRCOMEDIA END-OF-YEAR SHOW
Bristol Community Dance Centre
dune,21-22. Conlacl Circoriedia for more
delails

PREVIEW!

A New Bim. Mason-direeted show wilh two
German Circomedia graduates - 1o be pre-
miered al

The Rondo, Balh

April 12

call 01225 444003

!
I
[s
|

Superb US jugglers, winner of 7 million A
medals including Team Gold at Vegas this vear,
world record holders for most objecls juggled
belween two people (15!) - their real names
are Fritz Grobe, Jay Gilligan & Morten Hansen

They're appearing al tha Bristish Convention,
Circus Space.Cabareland also

Window Arts Cenlre, Balh

April 20, 8pm, £4/3.50

Enquiries 01225 421700

THE CIRCUS SPACE CABARET

Coronet Street, Hoxton, Hackney, London N1
6HD. Bookings on 0171 613 4141 Fax 0171
720 9422

Serious fun! Often sold oul in advance so be
sure you-don'timiss-8/8:30pm slarl. Come In
coslume!

Mar.9 Steve Rawlings - comedy/juggle
Number One; Clare - Stalic rapeze; John-Paul
Zaccarini - depraved rope masler; Lou - a
sweelie; lan Smith.+ The Red, Yellow & Blue
Men

Mar.23 Alessandro=Paul Morocco's eccen-
Iric guitarist mate; Simon Stapleton - the
parasol man; Nik Weston - Trapeze; Adam
Bloom - comedian; Dave Thompson

Apr.6 Blink (see above); Concussion - aerial;
Milten,Jones ~comic; Woody Bop Muddy - the
record revenger!

Apr.20 Heir of Insanity (see above), Rex
Boyd - uluaflash Juggler; Percy & Allen -
clowns; Tim Vine - Perrier Besl Newcomer.
May 18 Terry.Alderton = comic; Waffol -
Juggler; Katie & Nik - corde lisse; Fizziks - the
Swamp Circusacro maeslros; Slevie Spangle
- Catchstar pick pickaxe man; Roxie's Toolbox
- band,

Jun.1 Steve Best=Comedy Magician; Lee &
Polly-acrobalance; Mall Fleet - cigar box; Pele
& Tina - cradie; Simon,Fox - comic.
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Main Office : Oddland,
30, Cliff Road Harwich
Essex CO12 3PP

=| Tel : 0255 554554

Fax : 0255 504758¢

Oddballs . The finest retail
juggling outlet in Londow

The full range includes
Henry's, Flair, Spotlight, Dube, A.J.A.,
Absolute Balls,Mr Bibache,Astro*Balls;
Aerotech, Beards, La Ribouldingue,
Renagade, D.M, and Butterfingers,

Plus, of course !
Oddballs range of quality

equipment .
All at exceptional prices.

Gibalts Bilatt Visit our shops at
24 Kensington Gardens

Brighton BN1 4AL
Open Mon-Sat
10-18.00pm
Tel:01273 696068

Oddballs Camden
2 Camden Lock Place,

(3 Minutes from Camden
Tube Station)

Open 7 days a week
10-18.00pm
0171 284 2460

Oddballs Old Street
\31-35 Pitfield Street
3mins from Old St. Tube
1 min from Circus Space
Open Mon-SatL
10-18.00pm

Oddballs Oxford
34 Cowley Road
(3 mins from

Mall Order Oxford City centre)
0171 250 1333 Open Tues=Sat
10-17.30pm
Tel: 01865 200678

All equipment may be returned
within 28 days for a full refund,
if you can't get no satisfaetion.

Wholesale Service

Qur equipment is available in
many lovely places throughout
the world. If you have no local
distributor contact Cathy

Tel: 44 (0) 171 250-1333
Fax: 44 (0) 171 250-3999

\
LING
% .“"{ )U'G(JLI
WA ; i

| ous Magicians and party

Britain’s No.1 Magic Tricks
Catalogue sent to you FREE !
100's of tricks to choose from.
Everything for beginners, to seri-

Entertainers: You will be able to
perform tricks which have baf-
fled audiences through the ages
~ tricks with cards, coins, hand-
kerchiefs, rings, ropes, close-up
magic, stage magic. Pages of
world famous Tenyo magic from
Japan. Special young magician
packs. Alsa'model ballooning
and juggling. For your FREE
Bumper Magic Catalogue ~

Telephone/Fax:
(0117) 977 4334 cuns
Mag(;) Ec\:'v rlg‘ift%ost
167 Winehester Road,
Bristol BS4 3NJ.

FYREFLI Ltd.

Telephone or Fax 01422 844849,

Performance ct:othes from LAZY DAZE:




ZIPP(’S ACADEMY oF CIRCUS ARTS

Verena Cornwall, Manager, ZACA, 174
Slockbridge Road, Winchester, Hampshire, S022
6BW Tel. (01962) 877600

Sponsored by The Calefi!

Unigue travelling Circus School, places limited,
Intensive G-month apprenticeship in evenvthing,
with reallife performance experience bulll-dn.
Substantial bursaries available.

Next course starls May 1996, auditions around
the country right now! Call for details.

CIRCOMEDIA

Academy of Circus Aris & Physical Thealie,
Bristol.
Unit 14, The Old School House, Kingswood Foun-

dation, Britannia Road, Kingswood, Bristol BS15°

2DB, Enquiries for classes on 0117 947 7042 ap
write 43 Kingsway Avenue Kingswood Bristol
BS15 2AN.

Based in the refurbished premises of a Victorian
school in its own grounds, Circomedia offers
professional training with particular emphasis on
the integration of lechnique training with per-

formance, attracting studenls from Japan, Swigs

den, America and Europe, as well as Britain on (o

their One Year Intensive and 11 Week Foundation

Courses.

Full-Time Professional Training Courses 1996
one year course Sep.25-Jun.27 £3125
foundation/instroduclory courses
Sep.25-Dec.96 £1200

shorl courses

Mar.9/10 Numbers Juggling with Haggls MclLead
£50/£45. Few beller...

Mar.9/10 Choreography for Skills and Rou-
lines with Helen Crocker £50/£45

Mar.15 Ball, Rope and Ribbon Manipulation
Kati Yia-Hokkala 6-10pm. £20/£15.

Mar.16/17 Dance & Object Manipulation with
Sean Gandinl £30/£25. :
Mar.16/17 Mask Using for Performance wilh
Bim Mason £50/£45

Mar.23/24 Mask Making with Bim Mason £50/
£45 +¢.£5 malerials.

Mar.18-22 The Fool with Franki Anderson, 20
years artisl & leacher, this course is for (he
experienced. £250/£200

Mar.23/24 Rigging and Make-Your-Own Salely
Belt/Harness wilh Jonathan Graham £40 +
¢.£20 malerials.

Apr.9-13 Easler Inlensive Trapeze & Tightrope
with Jackie Williams, both £60/£55.

Apr.20/21 Storylelling into Performanta with
Tina Noble £50/£45.

Circus Tasler Weekends with Jackie Willlams &
Marc Parretl

Jun.1/2 £50/£45.

Open Workshop Fun Days with Circomedia
Tulors - lasting the waters al introductory or pre-
course audition level.

Apr.20, Jun.29, Aug.31

weookly sassions

Trapeze/Aerial with Jackie Willlams: Beginners,
Elementary, Intermediate

Tight Wire with Jackie Williams: Beginners, El-
emenlary/lntermediale

Both also available as \wice-weekly 'last rack’,
Juggling Club with expert tuition from Rod Laver
(ol Rod & John Genlleman Juggler fame). Every
Wednesday 7-9 £2.50. Ring Rod on 0117 977
3028

Acrobalics with innovalive director Bim Mason
Tuesdays 7-8.30. Ring him on 0117 947 7288

CATCH THIS COURSES

Terms slart Apr.15.

Circus Manlacs Kids Club, Salurdays 10.30-1
from Apr.20

£65 for 11 sessions. Age 10+, beginner or
developing. Call Jackie, 0117 947 7042 or Marc,
0117 951 7306

THE CIRCUS SPACE

Shorediich Power Station - Coronet Street, Hack-
ney, London N1 6HD, tel. 0171 613 4141. Near
Old Streat (Northern Line)

Lovely space, fantastic equipment (new!), lop
tutors & visilors

Contact them for leaflets & details of Spring
Courses

Full-Time Professional Tralning Courses

2-year BTEC National Diplomain Performing Arts
(Circus) A-level equivalent course slarts Sep. 1996
Free for under-19s, £800 a year otherwise

All the essentiais and a lot more Including acro,
aerial, theatrical, manipulation, movement,
equilibristics, production, performance, devis-
ing, administration... WHh extensive perform-
ance opporlunities, world-class tutors & work-
shops.

Weekly Classes

Trampoline, Tumbling (all lavels) Acro-balance,
Tumbling, Juggling (Tues 7-10pm £8), duggling/
Uni/Tighiwire (Sun 7-10 £3), Stallc Trapeze (3
week blocks, Sunday afternoons, £21), Fiving
Trapeze (3 week blocks £24 yineluding sessions
with Pauline Palacy, Swinging Trapeze,
Cloudswing, Web. Kids After-Sehool Classes,

Specialist Classes

Mar. 46 Introduction lo Circus Skills £25
Mar.16 Knife Throwing, Whip Cracking & Lasso
(can be done logether with the above)

SKYLICHT

Circgs Arts Training ‘Education Performance,
Broadwater Centre, Smith Strget, Rochdale OL16
THE

Tel. 01706 50676 Tel./fax 01706 713638
Our regular sessions are:

Circus Club 7-0 Mondays

Youlh Circus 4-5.30 Wednesday (2. more
sessions from Sep.)

Trapeze 9.30-12.30am Thues. (ring for confir-
mation)

Short Courses

all 10.30-4.30 unless stated

Mar.3 Clubswinging, pole and ping spinning with
Anna Jillings £10

Mar.9/10 Cloudswing Rachel Nitz (Exponeniial)
£22

Mar.17 Circus Skills Introduction £10

Mar.24 Build your Street,Character withdntizani
TBC. Mask John Wright 3days, £40

GREENTOP COMMUNITY
CIRGUS CENTRE

Greenlop Circus Centre, Saint Thomas: Church,
Holywell Rd., Brightside, Shefield SO 1BE lel.
(0114) 256 0962, Fax 281 8350,

Classes In Yoga, jazz dance, mime, mask, agro-
balanee, umbling, juggling, rope-work, aerial
and technical skills. Write fora leafllel on courses
ando join the mailing list.

Regular Workshops:

Tuesdays 7-9 Adult juggling - serious skills for all
abllities £2.50

Thursdays 6-7 Mime tlechnigues from Lecoq and
Decroux with Brett Jackson £2

Contact them for (extensive!) Weekly Classes
programmel nciudingi\crobalance/pmsical fool-
ing.

Specials:

Mar.9/10 Acrabalance Master Class, hand to foot
1o hand to hand to head...

Mar.17 Trapeze - statlc/swinging. Ring lo enquire
Mar30/31 Gosmos LV, club, swinging tech-
niques maslerclass - leading to group show.

NORWICH CIRCUS CENTRE

194 Nelson Street, Norwich NR2 4DS 01603
613445

Ongoing courses in most lopics, Including all
object manipulation. acrg, clowning, puppeiry,
mimephysical theatre, Irapeze at all ages and
levels... SkillSwap Sundays - junior club from
2.30-4.30, others 5-7.30. Costs £2/1. Contact
them for details.

TAUNTON JUGGLERS

Bishop Fox's (New) School, Sporis Hall

In addition lo-weekly juggling workshops
Mar.27 Ball/Ciub (ricks & numbers with Ben
Cornish

Apr.24 Tighiwire

May 11 Juggling - whole day from 11am.
Jun.5 Diabolo tricks & more on 2.

cosl £3/2

Fil. Sally, Cireus Anlics 01823 275459.

YORK JUGGLING CLUB

With the Cosmos Jugglers
Every Tuesday 7-9pm, Priory Street Centre, York
Every week Beginners Juggling Lessonat 7.15pm

COSMOS COURSES

Jim &Anna-Semlyen-leach Juggling, Club & Pole
Spinning, Fire & Black Light techniqies. Residen-
tlal events are renowned for good food & vibes &
fun and can bé guile inpirational...

Mar.3 Club swinging, pele and ring spinning.
Sunday course with Annaal Skylight, Broadwaler
Centre, Smith SI, Rochdale, 10.30am-4.30pm
£10, 01706 50676

Mar.30-31 Cosmos Course (not residential),
Greenltop, .8t Thomas: Church, Holywell Rd,
Brightside, Sheffield 0114 256 0962

May 3-6 Cosmos Course, Lower Shaw Farm, Old
Shaw Lane, Shaw, nr Swindon, Wills, 01793
771080, 3 nights, price Lb.c.

Jun.1-6 Cosmos Course, Laurieston Hall, Caslle
Douglas, SW Scolland; plus Improvisalon with
Toni Baker, 01904 430472, 5 nights £165/
£115 concs, kids from £57.50.

Aug.27-30 cosmos Course, Monkton Wyld Court,
Dorsel, 01297 560342, 3 nights £110/£55
concs

Further detalls 01904 430472

MANSFIELD COMMUNITY ARTS
CENTRE

Leeming StreetMansiield-Nottinghamshire NG18
1NG 01623 653300

Weekly Kids' workshops (8+),

Fridays 5-7pm £1

CATCH THIS - COURSES
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CATCH THIS,- UNI

unicon-it’s
the big one!

As reported in the last issue, The World
Unicycling Convention (Unicon VIII)
will take place in Britain on the week of
5-12 Augusl - except that none of it will
now lake place ai Alexandra Palace
(boo), but all together at The University
of Surrey, Guildford.

The events programmed for the week and
the highlighting weekend-Include: Track
Races, Coasting Contest, Downhill Gliding
Race, MUni/UMX race; 10K Marathon,
Individual/Pairs/Group Artistic events, Uni
Basketball, load carrying, obslacle course,
Uni water fight (1), group games, work-
shops on everything, public show, unu-
sual/historic Uni exhibition, Experimental
Uni Laboratory, Cybercafé, Unicycle Chain
World Record Attempt andof course The
World Unicycle Hockey Championship.

Visitors from Oz, all over Europe, the US,
Canada, China, Japan, Puerto Rico, South
Africa and probably Mars.are-already flock-
advance (£45 late), accommodation Is
from £19 B&B (£27 with dinner) -and a
registration form Is available (as soon as
it's avallable!) from

Peter Philip

UNICON VIl

22 Nelson Road, London N8 9RU.

0181 341 7587

Email peterp@foe.co.uk
hitp://www.foe.co.ulk/foe/staff/peterp/
unicon/himl

castling clobbered
L] L]

again- it’s officiall
Thought it was a while we_hadn’t heard
from that sensible and sensitive soul Duncarn
Caslfing Turns out he.was banned from
the Polaris Challenge (the mountainbike
orlenteering endurance event through
which the extremely foolish sport of MUni
was invented) - not for embarrassing 100
many hard Mountainbikers, but because
someone(Duncan doesn'twish to indicate
who) has suggested that it might not be
legal lo ride a Unicycle on.a bridleway.

Now hang on a momenl. It is legal to ride a
bicyeleon abridleway, yes? The situationseems
to hinge on the legal interprelalion of lerms

such as ‘pedal cycle’, and to sellle on the
problem that il has never occurred lo the
lawyers and civil servanis thal draw up laws
(usually in a hurery after Michael Howard
makes another stupid vote-fishing speech)
thal anyone might want 1o do such a thing -
“"Whal exaclly /s a Unicycle, Counsel?", you
know how these judges are.. Duncan also
reckons that the law eould be similarly (mis-
Jinterpreted tomake it illegal to carrya bicydl@
on a bridleway, (hough a person may lead a
horse - orthat-pony-rekkers are breaking the
law ‘cos they're nol riding forses. Hmmm.
Sometimes | wonder: But of course you're
entitled 1o ask whether a MUni does more
damage lo a path than a Mouniainbike - or 2
Ihan-a landemt Oi-course the biggesl prob-
lems with MUnis are the dents left by the head
of the unfortunate rider hitting the ground
when the bike his the bridleway.

Inthe absence of a definitive legal opinion that
will sort this one out (glad 1o see him using his
energy in something useful) DC seems 1o he
gelling round it by calling his trusly mount a
MUni Bike (1) and suggesting he alfix a small
wheel to the underside of the.saddle for 'use'
on bridieways. Onsecond thoughts, bridieways
are usually somuddied and chewed-up by
horses &Mountainbikes that they have lo walk
anyway...

This-of-course-teminds-us of (sshh!) that old
and vexed question aboul riding a Uni on the
pavement, or whelher you need lights on ong?
Do we reallywant these questions answered?

Emey of the Hat

Brushing the dust from my hockey: slick
and girding my loins (make of that whal
you willy I'set out on Sunday morning ta
goand have agood time at the (sing along
now) Y-M:C-A, It's fun o be al the Y-M-C-
A... (sorry musie fovers). Yes, the Out of
the Hatuniheckey-tewrnament was raring
to go in Hastings. Inirepid players came
from Horsham, Tunbridge Wells, all parts
of Londen, Bath; Bristol and even Leeds
(would you travel all that way?). The best
lueA oul'was from (surprise) Hastings.

Everybody's names were taken (1o be used in
evidence‘against us later on), then plucked
from a lial lo spawn eight tleams of, ah, shall
we say, mixed abilily.

Morning games were 5 minutes each way and
played al a fairly frantic pace, come to think of
it Unihockey Is always frantic in pace. Still, ‘il
furnishied us with many goals, cheers, teans;
laughter and ol course speclacular crashes:
and pilesups. After lungh, which | seemed fo°
have missed, games were exlended lo 7
minutes eachiway, presumably to finish off us

less experienced numb bummed unicyelists.

The gallery provided much support with shouts
of“Yeh!", "Really good!" and " Gel off!"" as well
as giving birth to the new phenomenon of the
Linihockey Mexican Wave, This starls with one
or two people raising their arms and finishes
there!!!

Speclators were encouraged Lo look oul for
nominations for the following prestigious
awards, each of which won some spectacular
laserspecs. (0o!! the lights look pretly through
them!)

Sexiest player - Brian (they must have
been desperale)

Best:Goalkeeper - Ann (Nothing gets
past-me and I'm still only 12)

Most Decrepit Uni - Ralph's Sem and
bits

Best Non-Fatal Accident - Frm! |
won this one though I'm not sure for which of
the-many accidents it was for!

For whal il's worlh team F won and each
received a stick of Hastings rock, the lucky
buggers.

Well, back home soaking in a hot bubble bath,
massaging my aching paris (stop it, this is a
family show!) I couldn’t help thinking what a
greatidea the whole day was. Tournaments are
s0 often dominated by one or lwo leams and
giverdittle chance lo beginners or freelance
non-team-members like mysell. It really did
give everybody the same chance lo play and
enjoy so a big thanks to Andy, Paula, Brian,
Howard, Rebecca and Martin for a greal idea
and a well organised evenl, When's the nexi
one?

PS8 For Sale: one pair of laser spacs, as new!
Nick Beak

The Grand Grand Prix

These Oul ol the Haftournaments are becom-
ing popular; of course you realise lhey were
pioneered by The Calcineam, always ad fioc,
as fibandimprompltu - usually a total surprise
torthereventual members. One is also being
included (on grass!) as part of the annual
GreatvLondon Unicycle Grand Prix al
Ravenscourt Park, London NG on May 121h.
Ihe event,. run by our chums Albert &
Friends' Instant Circus as a fundraiser to
gel the kids up to perform al the Edinburgh
Fringe, also includes Junior & Senior Grands
Prix plus a new concepl in Uni torture called
“‘IheRun of Dealh’, and is always a greal day
oul, on or off a Uni (or even both).

More details and entry forms from Albert &
Friends, 36 Windermera Court, Lonsdale Road,
London SW13 9AR. Tel. 0181 741 5471, fax
746 3535,

O
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TAKE 3 CLUBS - A GUIDE T0 CLUB
JUGGLING

Robert Dawson
(Circustuff £12.50)

“You think it will never happen to you and then it
does" - p.114

Somewhere out there, there are millions of peo-
ple who have 3 balls on the mantelpiece, gradually
collecting dust in a dish along with rubber bands,
odd stamps and paper clips - only to regain their
bright coloursagainwhen unsuspecting friends call
round for a drink and ‘Closet Rastelli' shows off his.
over the top, under the leg, ball on the headroutinet
Whether you recognise this character, or used to be
itbeforeyour bus ridetothe local workshop, Robwill
lake you beyond the ‘bruised thumb-nail stage’ to
Juggling fire-clubs. If your dream is to change the
three flying ducks on the wall into juggling clubs
then this is the book for you.

Stand up straight and pay attention ‘cos although
Rob says jugaling's fun he's going totell you how to
pose properly and relax, give you a bit of psychol-
ogy, and tell you there's no such thing as ihe
impossible trick. Cor Rob - where have you been all
my life!

Some of the terms are a bit alien to me tho’; |
stupldly thought a Floaterwas something else and
Slapbacks, as Rob says, "sound painful but look
really good”. I've got news for you all - they are
painful! However he's assurned no previous knowl=
edge on the part of the reader other than the ability

to juggle 3 balls, and I'd say he's hit it about right.
Mosttricks to whet theappetite of Closet Rastelli are
covered, well explained, and brilliantly illustrated
with Winston's faceless character. One small thing:
asortofcreditisgivento Frank Olivier forthe Javelin
or Trouttrick but the Pirafe he claims "is more of a
performersgag than atrick”- | guess Charlie Dancey
would agree with him there!

Anappendix giving details of ball tricks to prac-
tice before trying club moves Is useful advice, and
juggling notation is only briefly tauched on - thanks
Rob! Adviceon performanceandfirejuggling should
inspireyoutoventurefromthe lounge (orregret your
mistake); and, considering he's pait owner-of The
Mushy PeaJuggling Co.thebitonclubmaintenance
is very considerate/stupid (delelewhereapplicable).

Thebookiseasylo read, the instructions areclear
with nice big print (so you canread it and do it) and
the A4 format fits nicely onto“my bookshelf, As
someone who is just beyond the three ball stage |
found some bits a bit too mughy, but to be fair |
supposeit ain'taimed at me, although | admit | can't
do everything Rob describes. I'd better stand up
straight, relaxand remember The Impossible Trick-
there’s-no such thing,

A

DIABOLO 0.027 - IN THE BEGINNING _
Donald-Grant
(SuckETSIA £29.99)

Inthislong-awaited prequel tohis riveting [surely
yoummeanstapled?-a 7-voluma Ullerly Diabalical,

Donald addresses the questions that need attention
before you make that fateful journey down to your
local juggling shop. Like: Why Diabolo? Well thal's
obvious - because there aren't many charismatic
diabolists. There's Donald... well, there you go...
Theearlychaptersareoceupied by crucial problems
like what colour diabolo you should buy (a chart of
what shade clashes best with what costume, and
what your choiceof hue says about you), An exhaus-
tive descriptionofthe most utterly essential items kit
you need for a kick-off (kick up? pick up?) seems to
contain a remarkablenumber of books by the same
author, though hisrecommendation of what brands
of whisky to wet thestring with should prove useful
to all levelg of inebriation,

Later chapters take up more advanced questions:
thinking up names for fricks - be sure to include a
serious threat element of mortal danger, ‘the fluffy
pink bunnyy no, but 'the fluffy pink bunny of death’,
yes; twenty good reasons for nof doing a trick in
public; several pages of why that old piece of string
withtwo sticks will neverdo (sponsored by Stubble
of Scotland, makers ofthe DG signature series); and
awhole series of new moves designed fo fight off
over-enthusiastic fans. There isalso auseful appen-
dix of over 200 greatdrop lines ("I've dropped mine
now will you drop yours, missus”), which you'd
better start |earning now,plus a brief overview of
great diabolists of history (Lao Tse, Rasputin,
Crowley, Grant, John Wayne Gacy). A jolly useful
book - should put off hundreds.

The Great Zeno

Stranger than science.

Brighter than the Big Bang..

Globalls

THE ORIGINAL GLOWING JUGGLING BRLL

Globalls are the toughest, most reliahle

glowing hall available.

They are rechargeahle so there's no need

for special hatteries.

Glohalls are also the brightest, leaving fantastic
trails of light in the night sky. So, now you don't have to he
Einstein to work out how fast light travels.

For prices and details contact:

AERO TECH PROJECTS

202-209 LISCARD RORD. WALLASEY. WIRRALENGLAND, 124 GTN

TEL / FAK: +44(0)151 638 8658

EMAIL 100643, 2152 Gompuserie. oom
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23 Brown Street Ma\nchester M2 1DA

Quotes from some of our customers:
"Dear staff at Mushy Pea....| came to your shop-in the summer and |

balls and started to Juggle. When | saw this my mouth droped open.

| was amazed." C. McDonald (aged 7)
"I like your shop, it sells good things" David Ross (aged 8)
"What a great shop, I'll be back" Craig McLaughlin

"| think the Mushypea shop is so good that | come in fiearly every day,
and stay until they close. Superb!" Robert Dawson

NEW! Fluorescent Contact Juggling Balls NEW!!
3" diameter, 155g, |deal for 1 ball work. 3 colours available.
£4.00 each

Huge range of Circus + Juggling Equipment, Kites,
Boomerangs, Frisbees (Wham-=o and Discraft), Magic
Make-Up, Snakeboards + lots. more.

NEW!! Luminous decorations available. Ring for details.

** 20% DISCOUNT FOR WORKSHOPS !!! *%
Ring for bumper FREE 48 page Catalogue!!

think it is great.....| saw a man with a long black beard pick up about 12

(Hunky Australian Beefcake off 'Neighbours'.)

(Part. owner, Mushypea Juggling Co.)

%
410 MARCH Milton Keynes Avebury Boulevarde
12- 20 MARCH Iieasa'r

NEW ﬁow TOUHIHG 1996

DIAL-A-SEA'I" 01 260 297589

CiRcuUs
Directory 96

Artistes . Attractions . Support Services

> ord
your copy
Now!

&_y. 15 Back Graen
BHD3 3YT Plis

W g e praaaatili tn-

]__J___I_J_ b el M il (o il i 50500 i ey

"No¢ just a Jugghng store,

The

not just a head shop”

| BIG'SAVINGS & |
{ SPECIAL DEALS |
| for personal callers |

s 3 €lubs for the X
% Price of 2 %

] e
Qutlane,

73 Fawcett Road, Southsea, Hants
'relephone 01705 293673

(CIRcustuUFF, . TAKE 3 CLUBS

ur message
alternative d Yo o

Performing groupsymanufacturers, traders,
authors, etc efc -
guicle to our service.

83 Uist Rd, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 6RE
Tel/Fax +44 (0)1592 620711
Emallinfo @circustuff.co.uk
WWW hitp:/fwww.demon.co. uk/circustuff/

by Rob Dawson
A comprehensive and practical guide to 3 club

CIRCUSTUFF gan now provide a home onthe / juggling, designed to lead you through the
Internet for your stuff. No technical knowledge entire gamut of tricks and techniques.
required - if you have stuff which can be 3
published eleetronically, we can provide a ISBN 095203008 X 120pp A4 £12.50
ditional sectig ; complete aridcosteffective service to promete

on the World Wide Web.

contact us for a geek-less




BJF - BRITISH JUGGLING FOUNDATION

Neil Hope-Collins (clmimlmg
2 Melbourne Street, Hebden Bridge,
West Yorkshire HX7 6AS

JTF - JUGGLING TRADE FEDERATION

Where? Who? Contact Susi Oddball!

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STREET
ENTERTAINERS
%é{nu&zﬂ‘ﬁtulﬁi se, Stevenage,

Hertfordshire, SG1 5QQ.

FJA - BUROPEAN JUCGLING ASSOCIATION
Lee Hayes
Jodenbreestr. 24-1, 1011 NK
Amsterdam, Netherlands,

Jules Howarth (British Contact)
cfo PO Box EJA Catch Office.

ave Meah (]S)cots contact)

1F1 3 rummond Street,
Edinburgh EH8 9TY

IJA- INTERNATIONAL JUGGLERS'
ASSOCIATION

Jugglers’ World Magazine
ES ox 218, Montague MA 01351

A
Year’s Subseription $35.00

KASKADE - EUROPEAN JUGGLING
MAGAZINE

Gabi & Paul Keast

Annastr. 7, D-656197 Wiesbaden,
Germany

Year’s Subscription £12.00

OZJUGOLE

PO Box 361, Northecote 3070,
Victoria, Australia

Year’s Subseription $25.00

NEW ZEALAND JUGGLING ASSOCIATION
%.\artcrly Newsletter

St, Georges Bay Road, Parnell,
Auckland, New Zealand
Tel: 006 493 096 750
Fax: 006 493 583 903

CIRCUS FRIENDS' ASSOCIATION

The Membership Secreta
20, Foot ood rescent,
Shaweclough, Rochdale, Lancashire

OL12 6P

FAIRS & FESTIVALS FEDERATION

27 Kells Meend, Berryhill, Coleford,
Gloucestershire GL16 7TAD

JUGGLING INFORMATION SERVICE

http:/fwww.hal.com/services/juggle/
t-

Info to: Rupert.Voelcker@
sys.bt.co.uk or by fax on 01473
6";“4649 or phone 01394 278556

- (ONTACT-

CLASSIFIED
AD. RATES:

URErESD FREE!! £10 for 50 words.
CONTACT JAN at
The Catch Office

Telephone:

(01275) 332655
work

JUGGLING FAMILY (2 adulls, 1 baby)
ilh street show ex&)enenr:e [ooking for
similarto lravel and work wilh this sum=
mer, Interested? Ring Hel'n'Slu Fumble
on (01392) 210439 until April 10th or
gﬂnﬁ?c{:'thsﬁg1‘hv§ha”§y Lﬁoad.
LILIEWOILN, RamSsooiom, Bury, Lands.
BLO OER. Y

FEMALE STILTWALKER/CLOWN
WANTED for new Leeds-based comedy
group. Must love chessy muzak, big
i wigs and. small dressing-rooms, Na-
g tionwidawork orall summerand Xmas.
i Conlacl Saskia, 0113 244 2407,

™ gear

HAVE YOU A GIRAFFE unicycle a
SELL which is 61t tall (give or lake), DI
{or not) and shiny (chrome, preferably)
and are your requiremenls as flexible as
mine? You can phone - Scofl 0113

%sggmﬁnr write 1o 374 Meanwood
. Meanwood, Leeds LS7 2JF

DUNDEE UNIVERSITY Juggling & Cir-
cus Skills Sociely are searching from &
cheap 2nd hand low-level dismantiable
mobile tight/slack wire rig, or allerna-
tively adesign for the University of Dun-
dea nqineerin Deparlment, who have
reed o adoptthisproject for this year,
ealso now havean inlernet homepage
which covers all the circus societies in
this partol Scolland, The URL is: hilp:f
fwww.mes.dundee.ac.uk:8080/
—mrl{;hard(JuggI|ng,.hlmt. _ The
i ‘Juggling.himl’ starts with a capital J.~ §
8 Dundee University Juqglers & Circus 8
Siills Sociely, DUSA, A Place, Dun-
dee DD1 4HD Tel: 01382 221841 Fax:
01382 227124 Email:
marichards@its.dundee.ac.uk

i DEPARTMENT 10.pmudlf present an
MA thesis on (the histary of) traditional
circus and (the development Iowgsa)
new cireus, 100 pages of German Text,
Elsnly of French and English cilalions
0 pages hiblmgraphr. Ifinterested send
a posleard for delails to Th. Renner,
Kolberger Str, 10, 26201 Bremen, Ger=
many,
THE JUGGLING CATALOGUEB paFas,
{ull_colour, with everything from fire-
wick o software, If you can't get it frond
i your Iucal‘Ju ling store call Beard di- g
i recl on 01422 843672 (4 lines) from
anywhere in the world.

lost it totally

LOST/FOUND CLUB at Brislol con-
vention, Silver/red Sﬁo!lighl Flying Liz*
ard, you musl have his... Mark Russell
changed his phone number and reck-

m ons thal's why he didn't gel a reply |
01945 583858, . e

a3LCCT) " X314 TN

DIABABBLE

You might have noticed that you didn’t get The
Calch at the end of January. That’s ‘cos there
wasn’t one, Fair enough, 3'1? In its turn, that
was due to the worldwide shortage of puns and
other low-level humour,

Although for many years industrial giants like DC
Thompson, the BBC and thé Carry On team have
successfully recycled humovens resources, with the
arrival of Viz comic in the 1980s there was a enormous
increase in demand for raw joke material, most sources
of which are non-renewable and have been built up
over a very long period of linguistic development.

i Thetigh a voluntary codeof practice was introduced in
| keymarkets-ajoke per pagein the comics sector, Private

Fye not being as good as it used to be, the music/style/
football press not being funmyavall ever, The Oldie, and
New Humour Substituté Material developed especially
for use in British-made situation comedy - the annual
surge in demand during the Christmas Special season
led to a crisis in the industiyin 1994, and quick off the
mark the EC has introduced a quota system.

86we all went to this bi!i all-expenses conference in
Brussels. Some of the moguls of the European Humour
Industry were there. | even got to sitmext to the two fat

i ladies from British Seaside Posteards PL.C. Never have

[ been so pleasantly squeezed. When the big carve-up
was finished, the non-humour sector (that’s us) were
forced to accept a 40% across-the-board cut, in the
interests of conserving stoeks for future generations (as
if they’re going to have anything to laugh at what with
the environment, the collapgeof industrial culture etc.).
In tenseinternational nggotiations that took place after
the conflerénce, we nicked the envelope with all the

i jokes in, so Kaskade and Jugglers’ World won’t get any

at all,

Butstill we're 16.666% down on our annual target of
chuckles, snorts, snarfs and sniggers, We tried produc-
ing this issue as an austerity humour-free edition, but
frankly you wouldn’t have wanted to read it - Donald
makes no sense at all withut the jokes, Robbie’s grasp
of conventional anatony is next to useless, and i just
come over as a cantankerous old git. Ah. So in the
interests of quality we will be produéing one or two less
issues a year.

Your year’s subscription is still worth 6 issues, of
course. But The Catch will now be published 4,33 times
a yeat, which is once every 84 days. No, hang on, that’s
t6o complicated, The Caichwillnowbe published when
we feel like it. No. That's not fair or sensible. The Catch
will mow be published seasonally 6n the traditional
pagan calendar (when theweather's right) four times a
year, with a bonus summer specialland maybe some-
thing else around New Year. If you find this confusing,
spare a thought for the subscriptions department who
will have to take on extra childlabour to work out the

HARD.SUMS involved.

This of course means that you get 50% more value for
your money, ‘cos every issue now lasts a month longer!
Aren’twe good to you?

The Catch - you don't know what is is till you miss it.

i THE CATCH./SUBSCRIPTION FORM:i

Tssue 1, Vol 2 (Spring '96)

< Please Tick this box if

you have subscribed before,

A Years Subscription Please for THE CATCH, for the following 4 issueS starting with:
Issue 2, Vol 2 (Summer)

Subscription price: £8.00 (Inc.. Post & Packaging) Overseas Subsaription £12.00 or $30
Send Postal Order or Cheque (payable'te THE CATCH) to: THE CATCH, MOORLEDGE FARM COTTAGE,
KNOWLE HILL, CHEW MAGNA, BRISTOL BS18 8TL

Issue 3, Vol 2 (Autumn)

NB: Back-ssues of THE CATCH Volum

Issue 4, Vol 2 (Winter) I

I (#|To #17) are

IrPleaseprmﬂ still available al £150 each.Contact our office,
YOUPNAMIE! (.ivadioisesssarsdirarcesinillil s sosnssbinson B e e ] N....H......
lAddresa: IR SN R TR SRR, TR W [t Lol S - IR L B e 6 L IP
B DBLER oo cormmnsrinsmssvssernssuastosssnssie sasiun s SIS Cusas s esh ororbananeaisusonsrons IUMMRERLs AR ERAISS Signed: fP.covee T veieisiionns
L- -_—--__-_--------------------------‘
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High Quality Hand Made Silver
Unicycles, Clubs and Clowns all as
pendants, earrings and brooches ete.
These unigue items are ideal for
gifts or presentations.

Trade enquiries welcome, For brochure
and details Tel: NK.J. 0425 613405

o000 PEOODOOROROSSES

Davenports

5-7 CHARING CROSS UNDERGROUND
SHOPPING CONCOURSE,
THE STRAND,
LONDON WC2N 4HZ
TEL: 0171 836 0408
FAX: 0171 379 8828

Contact us for details
of catalogue

Known the World over &
Famous as Makers of Magic 6
Publishers since 1898

S0P 00O BDROOOBOOOBDRRY

NEW FIRE WATER

Sootless and odourless fuel for Fire-
torches, Fire-devilsticks, Fire Balls
and Fire-eating wands.

The perfect alternative to
smokey paraffin.

£15.00 per gallon
Post & Package

£10.00 covers up to 4 gallons
Contact: THE HOT STUFF COMPANY
PO BOX 322, SHEFFIELD

CIRCUS RIOC

REQUIRES
All types of acts for All
Human Tenting Circus.
New Comers welcome.
To start immediatels:
If interested please phone:

0161 787 8175

or 0378 360548

If anyone reading this has re-
cently assumed the rather origi-
nal monicker of ‘Lorry Miles’,
you're a twat, OK? May you burn
forever in Hell and then some.

Why? fwish we knew -d]. Here, for all you
Agatha Christie aficionados and
wannabe Wexfords, here are the facts of
the case. Plus a bit of background, of
course,

The 1995 season was bloody awful. Eve-
ryone knows that. For me, 1994 wasn’t
exactly a bed of roses either. Just atthe
shit-or-bust stages, when euthanasia
seemed like ajolly good option, I mans
aged to find work which fitted in aroand
the show. Oh goody-goody! Suddenly, I
wasin theunenviable position of having
a night job which began an hour after
theend of the show, finished justin time
forbreakfast, and allowed me to getabit
of kip between elevenses and the after-
noon school run, On the up side it also

to food which had been jettisoned into
the supermarket skip, which I got for
free so long as T didn’t get caught).

To my surprise, [ actually like the job.
That's ‘liked” as in ‘enjoyed going‘to
work’, whichris possibly a bit sad when
you-think about it - but there were
advantages, We got paid for one thing=
and being paid didn’t rely on how many
other people shelled out their hard-
earned sponds to be allowed to wateh
me do.my job:

For the first few weeks, 1 didn’t get
insulted, either. Remember all these
snotty Headteachers and school secre-
taries? None of that in the spud factory,
o siree: Untilone morning, '

Oue morning, at the end of my shift, 1
¢ strolled across the factory yard, inhaled
the rareand exotic combined scents of

bourifig sewetage plant which wafted
on' the morning breeze, and found a
scrap of paper stuffed between the driv-
ers deoriand pillar of my ear.

I f:perlc‘d it
“Huek off, Gyppo.”
it said.

Natvely, Fignored it. Shortly afterwards
- on 20th October, to be precise - 1
returned home from a school workshop,
knackered, unpaid, and with two heurs
beforemymext factory shift, to find two
geézers in (rilby hats standing on the
step. Spud Factory Supervisors, no less,
tho® I'm sure we can abbreviate them to
Spivs.

Grinning greetings, | bounced cheer-
fully toward them, while they shuffled
their boots and looked awkward.

Thieysaid ““Er®a lot,and made excises
why they shouldn’t come in.

Eventually thiéyspat itout. A phone call
from someone who gave her name as

thenearby offal hauliersyard dand neigh-

allowed me to buy new food (asopposéd

“Lorry Miles” had told them to tell me that
I was newly bereaved and that I should
probably not drive or operate machinery.
No.1 Spiv waited anxiously for me to ery or
do whatever us girlies do in times of great
distress, [ waited for him to piss off so’s |
could. While I studied the floor, | decided to
makea ‘phone call -and discovered that the
deceased’s untimely disappearance from
this mortal coil was, to putit mildly, a gross
exaggeration. Upon hearingthedead man’s
voice | was soon reduced to a gibbering
wreck and satisfied No.1 Spiv’s curiosity by
spreading mascara down the front of No.2
Spiv’s overalls,

A few nights later I turned up for work to

find No.2 Spiv waiting for me. A letter had
beendelivered, addressed to me and marked
“deeply personal”, It contained five razor
blades, all strategically placed so that any-
one whose method of opening mail in-
volved indiscriminately stuffing their fin-
gers into the envelope would need to be
wearing chain-mail gauntets if they ex-
peeted 1o pull them out again in an unal-

tered state.

Fortunately I'd already caught a whiff of
fetid rat musk. The cunning ruse failed, and
I won an early fag break.

Speaking of fetid rat musk, a dead rat was
among the post one day. By the time it had
beenthrough the postal system it was pretty
well wrung out and starshaped, but was
accompanied by a stained and malodorous
note claiming that the martyred rodenthad
met-a humane end “just like Jews and
Gypsies” in the "30s.

All'in all, there were reams of junk mail.
Two ‘phone calls to the factory informed
them of Lorry Miles’ opinion of the “Circus
Gipsy”,and aletter to No.1 Spiv mentioned
that the “Circus Gipsy on the night shift”
might care to show respect for the “ones
who did their homework”. Aah yes, but I
told you about that one already...

Was it a racist attack, based purely on
assumptions made about my perceived so-
cial and ethnic background? Was it from
theanimal rights lobby? i have to buit inand
say it sounds nothing like the Hunt Sabs or
anti-vivifveal people i know -df Was it merely
from someone who didn’t like old slappers
imsequins - tho” to be fair I had been, until
Lorry Miles stuck her oar in, the happiest
old slapper anyone had seen for (uite some
time.

The whole barrage of abuse, threats, com-
ments on my movements, and the occa-
sional sliver of seriously sharp steel lasted
for precisely one month. The last piece of
correspondence | received was postmarked
21st November 1995.

Three weeks went by, and not a whisper
from Lorry Miles.

Now, to be fair, | hadn’tbeen at the factory
for a while, as all the agency staff had been
laid off. I still got the mail though. I consid-
ered-having it re<lirected to the Plod but it
was more interesting not to. It struck those
of us who cared to notice, that Lorry Miles
muist have known that T was still getting the

«POFl> DROPS
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POF! INA COLD CLIM
OR THANKS FOR THE PE

:;f;l lﬁ?l‘fh'f:;ﬂl?:;t f%’ll’f:}'fﬁ.@'ﬁ?‘{f Apologies if the dollowing doesn’tymake comfortable
:,,;:::;1:,;;3;:’1";:::;M;:‘,:;;:,;‘;:;; reading, but noapologies for laking the'space fto tell the
we could hope for Ms Miles t0 hecome . sfory. i reveals thaladistessing racisuy'against travelling
people, in particualr travelling ciréus folk, exists and
exercises itselfigthis cotniry foday-and sometimes uses
the simokescreen of claiming ‘animal activisin’. This has
sertous reperetissions for all Ciredsy-whether animak
using or not. I had still more serious repereuissions for

One day, the *‘phone rang. We wereback in
work! Cries of “Yippee!" and linvested in
some groceries in anticipation of a much-
needed wage cheque.

As it happened, I couldn’t work the first
few shifts - [ had business in another pargt

of the country to attend to. The bmi'uiy of
agency work being that one can take timg

outif the need arises, the down-side is that

as unprotected employment goes, vulner
able just doesn’t seem to be a big enough
word. ‘Pon my return from other parts, T
‘phoned the agency as promised. They
pussy-footed around, spouting garbage
about altered shift patterns, interesting
new projects in other places and would 1
please call back in ten minutes?

Like a prat, [ did. They would ecall me in
ten minutes, After an hour, I called them.
And so it went on. It took me two days to
find out that I didn’t have a job, and even
then they wouldn'tgive a reason. They told
me to ‘phone the factory and ask them.

I did, but no-one there seemed to know
either, Eventually, since the detectives on
the case needed to know if [ was outof work
because of the mail | was receiving rather
than for any misdemeanour on my part,
they asked. The reason they got was still
unclear: *The MD doesn’t want the has-
sle”. I ook this-largely out of kindness- to
mean that in the run-up to Christmas it
would be all too easy for some nutter to
send an explosive device through the post
and that by removing me from the factory
they removed the threat to the safety of
other members of staff,

The police pointed out that the person
behind the fan-mail was, in their opinion,
incapable of constructing such a device;
and had, in any case, notsentanything for
three weeks. Even so | arranged to have
any future mail re-directed to the police
station. At their behest, | made a second
‘phone call to the factory. T reminded
them of the coppers’ conclusions about
the technical skills of Lorry Miles, said that
any further mail would be re-directed, that
if I were allowed back to work my vehicle
would not be anywhere in the precinets or
vicinity of the company, and that 1 would
use another name. Thus, no-one outside
the building would see any evidence of my

presence there, and no-one inside would®

recognise my name on any paperwork, I

our correspornident «Pof!»,

! also said that if there was any further

trouble, I would leave volusitarily,
They siiid. “No”.

That night, either very lateor very early,
depending on how you view these things,
another letter arrived. This one was ad-
dressed to me at my contact address, and
was delivered by hand. It was long-winded
and full of crap, red-herrings, andfrite
eliches. Tt roughly translated as “Yah-Boo-
Sucks! You can’tcatch me!” and was signed
“Lorey Miles”. T passed it to the plod.

Not being of a naturally suspicious nature,
I do ogeasionally get miyleg pulled, buteven
Inoticed that this responseivas a bit quick
off the mark. It was suspected that the
factorymight be the place tostart looking
for Lorry Miles, so we supplied copiesof the
letterdo them and to the agengys

That afternoon the ‘phoné rang. The man-
ager of the agency threw an eppy of epic
proportions, She said that ]l had been
“hounding” the factory, that T had threat-
éned thém with legal action if I didn’t get
my job back, inferred that lwasresponsible
for lorry Miles’ last letter - that I had
written it myself in a last<litch attempt to
get baek to work - and said/that1was “bad
for business’.

Now I don’t call two tI‘.-hc'n'it’e calls harass-
ment, and [ don’t fight legal batiles unléss
I have a damn good chanée of winning
because [ don’t have a penghantfor public
humiliation. If | wanted to makea pratof
myself I'd be a clown and not the bleody
Ringmistress, OK?

Letus éonsider some questions: Like;why
did it take theee weeks fromwhatappeared
to be the ‘last’ letter for anyongto decide to
sack mie? Why ask me to godback, and then
changa their minds? If T had nothad to go
away, but had gone back when they asked
iiie, what might have happened? Might

they, after an uneyéntful week, have still
requested myabsence? Ormight L have met
withsomethifigmore dnpleasant? Or,more
likely, did something happen during those
few days which iis for some reason being
kept quiet?

Fascinating, isn’ Cit? Why did the factory
subsequently lie about my behaviour to
the agency? - the ageney.who, incidentally,
haven’t found me a scrap of work since.
Any shifts they offerad were strangely coin-
cidental with a series of gehools’ workshops
which I was running in the afternoons. 1
gave up ‘phoning them. I can’t stand the
humiliation, :

Unfortunately, other agencies can’t find
me any work either. They all seek refer-
ences, They all refer back to my last similar
employmernit and suddeiily lose interest in
cmplnying me. W'hy is tlmt, do yml think?

to get me out of Lhe facmry What I do
object to are the accusations which have
beenlevelledat mesineé, and to which Tam
permitted no reply. They may well feel
saferif Idon’tworkinthespud factory-but
why stop nie working anywhere else? Trav-
ellers’ rights - or lack of them - mean that
thebenefitsystem fails to provide thesame
safety net forpeoplelikeus asitdoes for the
settled community, I have no income. Ulti-
mately; thefactoryrand the agency have
done me far more harm than Lorry Miles
everdid. I doubtifPlleverfind out whoshe
is, but I do suspect thal someone knows a
whole lot more than they're admitting to.
How else does one explain the sudden
revision of their attitude toward me, and
why else should I now need to clear my
name before I ean find work in the winter
months?

I’d like to hear your thoughts on the mat-
ter. Opinions, advice, food parcels - all will
be gratefully received, ¢/ o the Cateh office.

Desperately yours, Pofl
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LIS o)

WHERE THE WiLD
THINGS AREN'T

While some people(see lastarticle) resortto violence, the only argument they know how
to use, the notorious animals-in-circus debate isn't over, no way. Its just all getting a
bit boring (unfess you happen to enjoy. being threatened)s Luckily we've had a
contribution.from.quite another side of the argument. Don't let the fact that it's from
Donald Grant colour your reactions in the slightest.

Regularreaders of The Catchwill
no doubthave realisedhowcom-
pletely stagnant the ‘animals de-
bate’ hasbecome. «Pof!» hasrat-
tled on at great length from the
pro-side of the debate; hardly an
article of hers goes by without
extolling the virtues of the beasts
of the piste. The ‘antis’? Well,
they don’tseem to have anything
much to say at all, do they? End-
less goading by Stuart (presum-
ably with a vegetarian sausage
on the end of a sharp stick) has
failed to raise even the slightest
of hackles in the protest brigade.

Thus the so-called debate has run-
dled on for the past god-knows-how-many
issues, and gotten nowhere. Hell, even a
well-fed, unbeaten elepliant would have
trouble remembering how long this non-
event has been going on for. Debate from
only one side is merely propaganda. 1
can’t honestly be bothered with it any
more, so I’'m stepping out from the rela-
tive comfort of the workshop and review
pages to see if | can stimulate a bit of
opinion-mongering from a different an-

gle...

I don’t believe that animals in _circus
are mistreated, in general. 1 bélieve that
the trainers must love theiranimals to get
the best from them. A sick, injured or
abused animal obviouslyeannot perform
at its best, just as with any human artist.

But I don’treally enjoy seeing animals
in the circus, and do you know why? With
a few notable exceptions, they BORE me
- bore me to tears.

Il give you an example: the other
week I went to see CircusKnie, (one of the
largest and greatest trad. circuses in Eu-
rope) when they visited Geneva. The first
act, after the intro/charivari;was an ex-
oticanimalstroupe. We had llamaswhich

walked in circles, zebras which trotted
andgallopedincireles, little ponies which
followed the zebras (in circles). Oh yes,
and big fuck-off old thino which walked
out into the middle, watched the others
going round and round, then buggered
off again.

The finale was a giraffe. l won’t bother
to recount what this beautiful creature
did, but suffice to say that eventually it
ended up back exactly where it started
from. The whole affair took about fifteen
minutes in totalg.and by the end I was
wishing T had been that rhino so I'd only
have had to watch it for a fraction of the
time.

I could have done thatact y'know. Na,
not the training, | am perfectly aware of
the skill that takes. But I could have
wandered around, stood on the pedestals
and shaton the floor in return for asugar
lump and the odd carrot. I believe most of
us could.

Are you beginning to see where I'm
coming from? Forme, the circus is about
drama/ spectacle, the unexpected. It
should ereate a magical atmosphere which
captivates.and enthrals the audience, If
you are captivated and enthralled by
Jumbo standing.en her hind legs and
stuffing a half loaf down her gullet, then
I fear you don’t get out much. Or even
watch enough television.

Perhaps I'm wrong. Write in and tell
me I’m wrong if you can. But personally
I would rather wateh five minutes of
human skillthan half an hourof even the
best of bestiaries.

Thereare exceptions (I said there were,
didn’t I?) Zingare from France displays a
beautiful harmony between man and
beast in its equestrian performance. If
you can’t get across to see them, try going
to your mearest arty video club. They
won’t Have any Zingaro but they mightzif
you're lucky, have a copy of the French
film ‘Mazeppa’.Based loosely on Byron’s
poem of the same name, it contains per-

formances of sheer beauty within the
setting of the 18th Century, wholly eques-
trian show.

The difference, 1 feel, is in the rela-
tionship between animal and performer
on the stage. With harmony it works,

‘withont it is merely a man making ani-

mals do things, and seldom impressive
things at that. Even if you couldn’t do
them, your dog probably could.

In conclusion, I’d like to repeat a
little line from the Yeats poem which
was printed in the Catch a fewissuesago
(ooh! two poets in one article, wotta
scholarl). Yeats suggests that “piebald
ponies, led bears, caged lions, make but
poershows” and I truly cannot fault
him on that. I don’t have any problem
with the concept of animals in circus,
but please don’t try and tell me they're
essential. If any act fails to entertain,
then obviously it has no right to appear
in the programme. So I'm afraid that as
faras['m concerned, the sooner Tigger,
Dumbo, Leo and Llarry’s contracts run
outand the agency says ‘‘sorry luv, we'll
have to let you go, you just weren’t good
enough” the better.

Over to you...

“No Dame, T cantt guem whet this ane's
94ng te b

og
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COP THAT!

There I was, busily juggling knives on one
of Nottingham's designated juggling spots,
when out of the nearby shopping precinct
strolled a couple of security guards. '"You
didn't ought to be doing that héré son,
someone could get hurt," they told me.
Well, working on the principle that if I
wasn't in their precinct it was sod all to to
with them, I ignored them. Some people
just like trying to make life difficult for.16
year old lads with long hair.

Ten minutes later down strolled the local
beat copper, closely followed of course by
the reappearance of the security bods,
beaming nastily. "There's been a com-
plaint"' the copper said. ""Umm"' ['replied
articulately and handed him one of the
knives accompanied by a, for his ears only,
aside - "There's no edge on them''. He
looked me in the eye and confirmed this
statement with a quick slide of the ball of
his thumb. Then he handed back the knife
with a casual "Cany on son'' and wan-
dered off. I wish I could have sent you a
photo of the security blokes' faces, they
were worthonel Aren'tsome of our police-

men wonderful? By the way Nottingham

Council are really busker friendly, unfortu-
nately Nottingham folks are mostly skint!

Yours triurnphantly,
Mark Jones.
aka Alfap
PS. Is there anyone out there willing to
allow aforementioned 16 year old lad with
long hair to tag along on their gigs during
the school summer break. Will work for
bed, board and maybe pocket money,
quick learner, no vices except juggling,
uni, etc. easy to feed (lives on cheese
samies & hot dogs mostly) phone 01623
797140 24hr (Dad's answerphone!)

E0NSHieD

I was somewhat amused to read that
Stratford Upon Avon Council have come
up with the idea of a busking permit - only
a bunch of pin-striped piss-pots in a town
hall could have come up with astupididea
like that - only to find my local council has
the same idea. So I rang Lewisham Town
Hall and the woman on the switchboard
didn't know what I was talking about;
neither did the other six people I spoke to.
Eventually I got through to the main man.
He told me I had to fill some forms in and
signadeclaration thatI would abide by the
local bye-laws etc., hand two photodraphs
in and they would give me the permit.
Then all I had to do was book up to busk
at one of the special sites outside the
library...

The cost of all this, here's the punchline,
is free. So if it's free, why have a permit in
the first place? Because if they charged
money for it everybody would kickup a
stink but because itis free, next year when
they bring in asmall charge for administra<
tion, you can't do bugger all about .

They tell me that busking without a permit.
is lllegal and they will prosecute. It is this

sort of stupidity that stops genuine talent
from busking on the street.
[ myself used to perform in and around the
Notth East. My partner Fatty Rollerball
Hignett used to do a juggling act with two
live scorpions and a rubber rat. As a finale
he would throw the rubber rat into the air
and catch it on a kitchen knife attached to
his motorhike helmet and because some-
body Wwas physically sick once, the next
time we did the act some bloke from the
council popped up and said that we were
ng the toursts and causing an
obstruction. Bloody typical. Youtry togive
people a quality act and that's what you
get. Unfortunately I have & suspicion that
intenyear's time permits willbe the norm.
Is that what you want?

Tl tell you that for nowtinate.

T /s Hickson
Free Chips %hm &

PS. Tthink 2 quid is cheap for a top notch
mag like Catch. Personally 1 think you
should put it up to £3just to get back at all
the snots that are too tight to pay £2.

smand he was doing so well till the last

paragraph. The PSmakesup forit, tho’
-it’sobviousthat thisis adeeply sensible

Young man to be taken seriously.-d

FINGER EXERCISES

Fam writing this to ask for somehelp, My
Canadian relatives who live in Edmenton
tell me that they are unable to locate a
Juggling Club in their city. Could you put
us in touch with one? Or at least suggest
a contact who could help? They also say
that they have not seen juggling equip-
menton sale in the shops. There could be
an opening there for someone.

The GP's health encuiry showed us some
endangered jugglers, I/always thought
juggling was a way of keeping fit. It could
bethatthose with physical probleims would
have been troubled anyway. I took up
juggling seriously in 19365 because I guffer
from Raynaud's disease, and wanted some-
thing that would exercise my fingers and
hands. The only problem"l have -Heard
jugglers speak of is a slight bruising of the
fingers when juggling clubs, Could. the
Spin Doctor be asked to give advice of
whatto do in the case of bruising and the
other conditions he mentions?

My @nswer to the party scene problems of

being asked to juggle at inconvenient -

times is to say: ''You'll have to ask my
agent". On the other hand, ifI don't mind
juggling fruit, I go into the eatingan apple
routing; That silences those who say. "1
can do that",

If they still persist, 1 offer to juggle their
best china plates. You'd he surprised how
quickly they change the subject,
Norman Blackburn, Harrow.

...€Tw. there ought to be Canadianyjug:-
glers'in the IJA, surely® how else did
Soleil start? Norman is becorning what
they‘eall apersistent correspondenitbut
we don’t mind a bit... -d

WHAT'S THE PLAN?

We have just received this year's society
grant from the students' association, and
we are hoping to acquire a low-level
dismantleable mobile tightwire or slackrope
rig. The University Engineering Depart-
ment have agreed to adopt the project - but
we do nokhave 4 désign for such a piece
of equipment. I would be grateful if you
could put me in touch with anybody who
may be ableto provide me with one, orgive
me some indication of who to approach

next.
Mark A Richards,
Dinides H/f:m@s;% mgy & Cirens
Shills Airiie Place
Durced DD 4 Tg/ 07561 2218471
OBB2 227124
Email:

marichards@its.dundee.ac.uk

[ am writing to get my two pennorth worth
intothe argumentonshould you let nutters
write into your letters page ie. Mr Snakey
Hips Hickson: T think he has been watch-
ing too much daytime TV and drinking too
much coffee. And I'll tell you that for nowt

mate.
Kathy.
SA ESSAY

Most of the companies advertised in The
Catch sent me catalogues as I requested.
The problem is simply, what to buy? There
is simply nebody to guide us here in East
London. My nearest juggling buddies are
from the Zip Zap Circus in CapeTown [ah
- that East London -d], some 1000 km
away... my phone bill does run high! I am
going to CapeTown on Tuesday for a short
holiday and to sort out my jugglers' pro-
gramme for 1996. 1 am hoping for a featured
slot at thé National Arts Festival in
Grahamstown, but whe knows? Our group
has been invited to tour overseas - but I
doubt if our local education department
can really afford to sponsor it. Anyway, by
your standards wewould be quite a laugh!
In spite ofits size, we are the only jugglers
in East London - big fish in a (global) very
small pond.

The magazines are... what can I really
say. .. wondexfullll Ever since they ar-
rived all work ceased here at home. I am
busy writing my sixth pantomime, 'Puss in
Boots' for production in'May.next year... if
1 ever stopreading... S0 many great ideas.
Please remember that I would love to hear
from other jugglers, espécially those in
teaching if possible. If you would be so kind
as toypass:my-addresson to a few inter-
ested folk, I would be most grateful.

It may be interesting to note that we
completedoversixtyperformancesin 1995
-notbad fora couple of kids having fun and
doing communityservice [don't expect
that mean§ the same out there -df
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Best wishes or... as you are having
winter... warmest regatds.

Brian Cook
# Castle Street, Batea, Last Lowdon,
5201 Sout-h Alrica
I was quite favourably dispesed to-
wards Brian until that last line. Grr!
Brr! I thought of punishing him by
showing you the pictures he sent, but
they wouldn’t have come out_arny-
way... More seriously, i'm surprised
that Free SA isn't on the international
Jetset conwention trail yet - friendly
peoplewith an urgetolearn, justwhat
welike. Who's ing the firstJohan-
nesburg Convention?d

SNOG-STARVED

Ello me ald Darlens

Tiz me agen. Eye add tarite cauze it wer
the onlee weigh eye nosé ta fank that
person oo tighted me that littal poeim.
Asfarasgettin imbarrusteyefink coever
1t it would ave ewe knot ta stick it in if
it wer gunna imbarris um.

Eye also wants ta sea Booj's name in
ritetin unta fanker agen fur mebrill frock.
Fanks allsoe ta Luke fur givin eye such
good sopport when eye wer in'tyme of
refuse and won moor fanks ta-Aggis oo
wer great wiv the gaffaun elped loads
(Eye did ave taave a pea mid-show onist
- trust me Eye's aleo). Andta evree won
else oo cum fanks for avin me.

Mow all that is said eye wants sum elp.
It's this bleedin Missaltoad stuff; Eye
wuz told if eye add a clump that eye is
spoose to ave all these stangers cummin
up un snoggin eye.

Eye Fink KNOT,

Eye can't get the misseraball green stuff
ta werk dwon yer. Un its allfully weerd
that eye cant find any_ of the stuff at all
when we as all them warm, sunny, tenty
convensions wher ther is loads of people
tasnog oo asbuggerd off fromometa ave
sum fun,

OH NO!

We as the useless stuff when it's freezin
called un pooee. un all the blowks is at
ome and ther art even astreet entertainer
this syde of Hawhyee ta snog. And lets
face it you ant gunna fynd much stranger
than they.

Sonext yer eyes got it susst: Wereccons
all ewe ald darlens-alt ta cum down by
yer in Bristal ta a Crimbow throw. When
all us yer afynd a nice bigall wear we cun
play all dae und ave a stonkin gert neez
up un crash owt at nite.

Onlee condition ist that all the persons
0o cums gotta bring a warkin gert big
bunch of this missaltoad stuff that werks.

Opefullee we is gunna get the vennnew
from a blowky buddy that eye werked
four oo appens ta ave-a wackin gert
Cassal. But wer ever it be it all be warm
and big un Good Amee ow il's scunna
ave ta bee next yer so ave a brillun this
yer und eye all keep ewe posted.

Luv un snogs

Claire.
PS. If any won appensta ave sum missaltoad
wiv a nice bit a root on it can eye ave it so
1 cun grow me self sum snog berries of me
oWn.

Fanks agen

i’'m hoping she means next Christmas...
it’d have to be a pretty big hall for the
entire Claire Fanclub, though...

WHY DO THEY DO THAT?

At the Qld Town Christmas Light Switch
on in Swindon November 30, for a publicity:
stunt and a bet(l), I attempted to set a
world record walking astride a line of
people whilst juggling 3 Fire Clubs. I got
about 35 volunteers from the British Motor-
cycle Federation and the Beehive Pub tolie
on the white line in Wood Street suitably
clad in protective Motor Bike Gear, Hel-
mets, Visors etc., so there was no danger
to the participants. There were about 1000-
1 people watching the stunt, but the Christ-
mas Lights Switch On usually attracts
around 700, so we swelled the audience, I
was attempting 76 metres in all but only got
to about 30 before dropping. Swindon Old
Town Association measured the distance
covered with a tapemeasure(!) at 109 feet
(18 people). We hiave submitted it to the
Guinness Book of Records but they are not
happy at introducing a new category. They
have 10,000 ideas submitted a year!

Anyway any takers at this year's Juggling
Convention to beat this distance?  empha-
sise

1. It was done in the dark

2. All Participants were fully protected [just
stick to safe drops, kids -d]

3. It was done on a road with stewards to

keep the audience back
Rob Stredder
Les Bieyckttes,
Swidon.

‘Sfunnyythat- I réekon I hold the world
recordfor dreppingthe devilstick (4695
times injust two hours) but Guinness just
weren tinterested. No justice, is there? -
d

MORE REAL READERS
WRITE

[ am writing to agree with Mr Tony Snakey
Hips Hickson who wrote in your Jan. issue
ahout animals in the circus. I think he is
right. I know it's not tiendy or anything but
where else-canyou see real animals. Our
school went to the zoo and it was dead
good. I think Mr Hickson should be in your
magazine-more often I think he is funny.
Tracy Harris.
" Age 2.
PS. My friends inthe juggling club at school
have started a Snakey Hips fan club,

Tracy is so much of a fan of Mr Shakey
Nips that she’s evert learned his special-
ist style of handwriting... -d

NOT AN ADVERT REALLY

My nearest bookshop is a bit slow on the
uptake and has only just got Chailie
Dancey's two books in: ‘Encyclopaedia of
Ball Juggling' and ‘Compendium of club
juggling’. So I bought them and I have to
tell the world - they're excellent, buy them!

If anybody out there is stuck for a new
pattem (at least I hope it's newl!!) I've
invented one. It's actually more of a move
thanapattemreally. I've writtenit inladder
notation so I hope you can read it. If you
can't there's a section in 'Dancey's Ency-

clopaedia'll!
Mark Rushworth
Leeds

E‘]EE—‘{Q%,-Q%& r
Al HMarkh ¥, sdeasvtl
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Iama Year 11 student at Sir Frank Markham
Community School in Milton Keynes pre-
paring my GCSEs. I am working on a
Technology project where 1 am making
jugaling balls. If it is at all possible I would
be grateful for some advice on what is the
best material to use and what is the best
type of stuffing to use? [ would be grateful
for some advice on the best way to sew/
stiteh the balls together. [ am also looking
for some information about the history of

Juggling.
Stuart Crush
21 Ashby, Lagle Stone,
Mitton Keynes, Bucks MG SAP
Any manufacturers reading this? Stuff-

ing with rice or similar is simple and
cheap, though commercial brands tend
to use little plastic beads ‘cos of regula-
tions and because they don’t swell up
when they get wet. The best materials,
uuh, it depends what you can get hold
of - artificial leather would be good - see
whatyour local craft shop has got. Most
of the better juggling books include a
little bit ‘of history - as do those big
illustratéd books about Circus -d

HIYA TONY

See that Highwayman Dick Turpin... Well
that's you lot that is, £2 you're having a
Jaugh you are. I only get 50p pocket money
a week. | was saving up for a bag of rat
poison with which I was going to kill my
parents who I dislike but this is going to
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take flipping ages thanks to youlot.., I will
probably have to go out and steal cars to
get the exira money. Bloody cheers.

ol
SERIOUS STUDENTS

Heari-felt sympathies to all other brain-
numbed, last-term, A-level students who
have had to down clubs before they balls-
upll

When the ever-nearing and dreaded finals
are over, out comes the WD40 and a good
summer will be had... if we pass! (puna:

somy).
Saral
Wistech

but juggling’s so good for your concen-
tration - and will stop you gelting
stressed-out during revision... -dg

WHAT'S IN ANAME?

Five or six years ago I visited India and
started twirling a section of bamboo, called
a Staff. This was part of the ancient axtof
Kalaripayit. Later 1 found myself in the
Pacific Islands again enjoying the practice
of 8taff movement, although in New Zea-
land it is called the Tiaha and in Samoa the
Knife Stick. In China they call the same
instrument a Bo or Jo, depending on
length ...butin all these cases the English-
word is staff .. one more time.,. staff.

The word ‘Staff’ conjures up visions/of
wise men in the Himalayas or mountains
of China (or Israel - Moses), of the Samui
and warrlor tribes of the Pacific rim, of Tai
Chi practitioners and others using the staff
as a meditation. The Staff has been used
for thousands of years and is deeply em-
bedded in many cultural traditions.

So how is it that some people call it &
pole??? A pole is something you chuck a
flag up, something semi-naked girls dance
around in Vegas. It conjures up images of
something that you dance around with
colourful streamers in May. The pole has
no traditional value and was probably
bought as a broom handle before being
gpun (Staffs don't spin they twirl, etc. A
top spins as it revolves around it's own
axis, something a staff rarely does) by
someone with absolutely no idea of the
cultural heritage involved. So please that
bit of wood which occasionally crushes
your kneecaps, destroys your essential oil
bumer when let loose and occasionally
gets used as a limbo stick at parties is
called a ... staff,

Just thought I'd clarify that point.

Namaste
The Fhoen,
Chippentians

As an utter pedant, may i just say that
was the most interesting letter we've
received all issue. Apart from this next
one, that is, which even managed to get
through the post without its stamp be-
ing franked. I assure you we take this
kind of psychokinests lark very seri-
ously.

To

The powers that be
of catch magazine
anhd all ‘H ugglers
everywhere”

We are asecret organisation a
Jugglers fifth column we have a
deadly mission to change the
face of jugging our
stormtroopers of juggling are
ready Yo fake out targets around
the country who denot fitinwith
our vision of new worldjuggling,
wehave agenis everywhere
and we have been studying your
magazine :

our demands are,

I, Anybodythat does not
work in light engineering is
not allowed o use the word
workshop

2. Allcrap poetry is to be
banned from yolinmag

3.An end fo people who
write in about nothing or
whinge on about the
Sodding price from now oh
only funny letters willbe
“acceptable

U,People who describe
themselves os jugglers that
wear silly hats and big
baggy trousers with naff
patterns on them to try and
make themselves more
interesting and dodgy 1970s
type hippies thai

wear JEE dungarees
should be rounded.up put'in
a field and blown up

Write to:

A

Catch’s Cradle,
- clo
Moorledge
Karm. Cottage,
Knowle Hill,
Chew Magna,
Bristol/

BS18 STL

5. Allstudentsshouldbe
banned from all j uggling
even's for ever

If our demandsare not met all
Jugglers willbe rounded up and
sent tg ene of our Juggling
correclion cenlres (see local
press fordetdils) failure to print
this letter willresultin allcatch
staff being thrown into a big vat
of spew chunks that looks not
unlike Mitky sweetcorn,

YOU HAVMEBEEN WARNED,

Dr Luke Bac kinanger
IHEHEAD HONCHO)
he foeundation for the
advancement of jugglng

630W T0 SURVINE IN CIREUS b Al Koo,

.PEAN () ) 7 ]
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leading ‘not guilty’ to a charge of
Conspiringto Pérvert /surely ‘sub-
vert’?] the Laws of Probability
and Gravity af the Gretna Green
Old Baileyyesterday, alleged Jug-
gling Cult Leader Mad Mick McMichael
denied that the weekly so-called ‘work-
shops’ held at Gretna’s University of
SouthEast Dumfries had a sinister hid-
den agenda. “We_wus jest hawin’ a
laff”, he protested, “we’shadno idae we
wus undermining the very fabric of Sci-
entifically-Determined Reality.” ‘You
are avery FoolishYoungMan,” said Mr
Justice Cockclecarrot in' his summing-
up, but McMicheal appeared.to take this
as a compliment. A separate charge of
Conspiring to Defraud the Public was
dropped after itwas revealed that they
never made any money: busking on
Market Day in. nearby Kirkpatrick-
Fleming. The world dees not know how
lucky an escape it hashad.
Most workshops charge, often just to
cover hall hire costs. Whenwe know how

much, we've putiit in. You're advised to
contact student elubs-in advance ‘cos
sometimes you n93d to sit an exam or
equivalent to findthem before you start...
FROM
SOUTH WEST i —
0
BARNSTAPLE Vs i s
Thursdays 6-10 £1.50/21 GLOUCESTER
Adam & Jullet 01271 78760 .FI‘L:ggIInu' m'::nbgn;d [E;msgau:lﬁy
S0LICe

‘e#"w““’ Centre lg;sm &5;253’533“0;242 519632
T O HIGHWORTH
Unicyeling Tuesdays 8.30-10,30 £2 Sibver Threads Hall
Herbert 01275 332655 I‘xsgfg ;-32 g;ﬂﬁ
BOURNEMOUTH
Ghimptad'! College LEIGH ON MENDIP
Fridays 811, free Memorial Hall
Joal af Ocean Kites 01202 780185 mm‘;g £1.
BRIDGWATER ope
Arts Centre . NEWTON ABBOT
B pwu
CLEVEDON Barbican Thes
Aub My Club, Saint John's Hall ﬁilhys B 9 Sundays skillswap 3.30-
Sundays 5.30-7.30 L2 63081
Simon / Ade 01257 342333 lan 01 rsz 55135?
CHELTENH SALISBURY
Grosvenor Youth Cenfre Arts Cenlre
Sundays 6-9 £1/50p Wadnesdays 6.30-8.30, £1 (kids 75p)
Andy Clay 01452 862605 f."','ﬂm o Neil, Cunnin Stunts 01722
g STREET
Sundays 2.30-4.30 £1.50/£1 Flasco Productions, Crispin Hall
Jem Watts 01242 519400 #;T;rf?ﬁ’: 55'340032
DORCHESTER
Groves Arts Cenlre STHQUD ; {
Tuesdays 810,30 £2 Saint Malthew's Church Hall, Cainscross
Ark & Mule 0831 753328, Dan01305 268977 2nd & dth Tuesdays 7-9 £1
EXETER 01453 750147
University Circus Skills, Devonshire House SWINDON _
Tuesdays 8-10 | Fumbles Juggling Club, Clitton Street
EXMOUTH Sl o 3 505
v mtiactn | L Seutl e
Paul 01305 222341 Y TAUNTON

Tuesd:
Mike

Bishop Fox's School
Wednesdays 7-10
Sally 01823 275450

Tﬁ'-'ISTﬂCK

uesdays
Niuel 01822 852997

THORNBURY
Wumesﬂc_h: evenings somewhere

unspecifie
Shaun 01454 415345

TOTNES

St. John's Church Hall, Bridge Town
Fridays 7-8.30 kids 8.30-10 aduts.
£1.50/81

Caroline 01364 73125
WEYMOUTH

Weymouth College
Lunchtimes during lermtime
John MacDonald, 01305 208839

BRISTOL

5 7-0

ons D117 060 2145
CENTRE
Universily Gireusoe, SU Building,
mu:zm‘l 5
Termtime Sundays 2.30-7ish,
Wednasdays 7.30-10ish
REDLAND

UWE.- lmlh;.m acro-balance

dnesdays 5-7 (termtime)
Paul 0117 924 8722

UNICYCLE HOCKEY
Stapleton Chureh hall, Park Road,
Stapleton

Thursdays 8-9.30

Freaks Unlimited 0117 825 0358

!RIGHTEN

Kermplown Pier

Mnndays 1. 3%359
wrll!hnps Sundays 2-4 ners

Tat, Andy, Mr Fizzbang 012
Tim 01273690737

BRIGHTON

Queens Park Road Day Nursery
Tuesdays 7.30-9 30 52 if you've got i,
£1.50 glsa.

GANTEHSUHY
University

Wednesday Evanings
Contact 5.U.

CHICHESTER

Girls' High School

Thursdays 7-9 £1

Ball Spate, lain/Sleve 01243 788052

CHERTSEY

Less Stress workshop, Saint Anne's Hall,

Guildlord Street

Tuesdays 7.30-10

&__m_msaa 222053

EASTBOUR

CenTlaI Methodist Ghurch Hall, Langney

Tuesdays 71082

FARNHAM

Memarial Hall, ng Streel

Sunm 7.30-9:30 %2

Nick (11252 715252

GUILDFORD

Tmhalkhyhel Koncepl, Shakletord Village
I

Wednesdays 7,30-0.30 £2
Nick 01483 425088

HASTINGS

Scouf Hall, Grolt Road

Fridays 7- 930

Bosco Circus, Andy 01424 813144,
Dereh 01424 431656, Sidn 01424
431214

1739216,

HUG Unicycle Hockey
Sundays 10-12, phone Andy or Derek for
VERUE

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD
Boxmoor Art Cenlre (upstairs)
Thursdays 8-10 £2

Julian Moun! 01823 262306

HERTFORD

What's got 37 Sainkdohn's Hall
Tuesdays 7.30-0.30%2

Pale Ambrose 01992 589424
HIGH WYCOMBE
Cascadia, Bucks College of Higher
Edueation (]

Mondays 7-10

Adrian (11494 537656
HORSHAM

Park figcrealion Centre
Thursdays 8-10 Jugaling, Uni-hoe efc

CLUBS - WORKSHOP LISTINGS

ISLE UF WIGHT
Cowes Youth Centre Gym
Sundays 6-9 £1

Phil O'Neil 01983 294929

ISLE OF WIGHT
JNnelly Juggling Club, Quay Arts Cenlre,

wporl
2nd Friday of the Month, 7.30-9.30
James 01983 756085

ISLE OF WIGHT

The Vectis Unicycke University
11 years up - Brading Town Hall
Mondays 6.30-9, £1

4-11 s ﬂradhn Station
Tue:

Stuart Mlbnghlun 0198 367531

LEWES
Circus Pipsqueak Youth Cireus (B+)
Dr. Colin 01273 813464

MAIDSTONE

Methodist Hall, Brewer Street
Thursdays 7:30-6:30

Juggling Kite Co, 01622 682220
N EWBUHGY

Newbury hlaw Walerside Cenire
Mondays 7-9. SDM

Gunther Schwarz (11635 41269
O0XFORD |
East Oxford Commumly Genlre
Wednesdays 7-9,

Malcolm 01235 8!85135

OXTED

Blelchingley Adult Education Cenire
Sundays 7081

Andrew 01293 821195

E’DRTSI;‘INUUS'IG'QG
wﬁ?‘mﬂ’a‘; &?ﬁy 9.30 €1
Martin (Avalon) 01705 2986?3

REDHILL

Frolics, Saint Matthew's Church Hall
Tuesdays 8-10 £1.50/21

Dave 01737 242019

READING
Sun Street
Mondays 7-101
Pete 01734 660430

SAINT.ALBANS

Allsorts Circus, Youth Office, Alma Road
Tuesdays 7.30-10, £1

Dez Paradise 01727 855375

SAINT ALBANS

The Pionger Club, Harpenden Road
Mondays kids 6-7.30, open 7.30-10.30
£3

Jon orMark al Jesters 01707 2668766

SOUTHAMPTON

lichén College, Bitterne

Wednesdays 7-9.30 (Termilime) £1.50
Rut 01703 B72141

SOUTHEND

Batmoral Communily Genfre, Salisbury
Avenue

Mondays 7,30-9.30 £1

STEVENAGE

Bowes Lyon House

Mondays 7-10, Thursdays 12.30-4.30
Pete 01462 673406

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Camden Cenlre, Market Squara
Tuesdays 7.30-9.30

Kevin 01622 831918

WELWYN GARDEN CITY
Serewhalls, Ludwick Familly Ciub, Hall
Grove

Thursdays 6-8 £2

Debra Barker 01707 339211

WHITSTABLE

Kent Circus School, Whitstable Umbrella
Wednesdays 8-7 kids' open session, 7-
8.30 youth.circus, £1/50p,

Sainf Peler's Hall, Cromwell Road
Thursday, adults 7-10, £1

Tina/Steve 01227 772241
WICKHAM (nr FAREHAM)
Long Room, Communily Cenlre
Thursdays 8-10

Steve 01329 834210
WOKINGHAM

lain Seholield 01734 60521
WORTHING

Sion Sehoof Hall, Gratwicke Road
Wednesday 7.30-10

Laurie 01903 266236
YATTENDON

Thursdays 7-30-9.30, 1.

Bamnay 01635 201546

i

Circus Space, Coronel Shegt, Hackney
(01 Street Tube)

Courses and classes and one-ofl workshops
in just about everything regularly available,
See Cafch This!and/or ring lor more details.
Circus Space 0171 613 4141

NORTH

Jackson's Lane Community Circus,
Community Centre, Archway Road NG,
Thursdays 8.30-10.30 £3/£2.50

Bar & restaurant!

NORTH

Bouverie Road Scout Hall, Stoke Newington
Thursdays 7.30-10.15, £2.50/1 50

Steve Richards 0181 442 4816

NORTH

All Saints' Art Cantre, Whetstone
Tuesdays 7-9.30 £2

Simon 0181 449 6856

NORTH-WEST

The Shanti Shack, Lechlord Mews, Harrow
Road NW10

Mondays 7-9.30

Andy cfo 0181 812 1781

SOUTH

Grove Community Hall, Tooting SW17
Wadnesdays 7-9, £2fhour,

Al circus skills, equipment providad,

SOUTH-WEST

Saint Paul's Church, Hammersmith
Mondays 7.30-9,30

Albert & Friends 0181 741 5471

CROYDON

Croydon Parish Church Hall
Tuesdays 8,15-10.30 £2
Keith Wood 0181 669 0685

CROYDON

John Ruskin College Juggling Club
11.15-1pm termtime only

Tim Haggis 0181 657 6862

EAST MOLESEY

Vine Hall, Vine Road

Thursdays 7-10

Jugaling & Molesey Maniacs Uni Hockey, £2
Simon 0171 358 1451

HARROW & WEALDSTONE
The Clowns’ Collective, Saint Joseph's &
Community Cenlre, Graham Road
Tuesdays 8-11

Jane 0181 8610919
TWICKENHAM

Oddballs, Unien Hall, Saint Mary's Collage,
Strawberry Hill

Tuesdays in termtime Irom 7, £1

Glovanni 0181 892 0564
WIMBLEDON

Kings College Sports Hall

Tuesdays 7-, termtime only

Andy Moose 0181 947 8311

UNICYCLES & UNI HOCKEY
fckand By School Buraey Road

Wednesdays 8-9.30, £2

Lunis 0171 985 6513, 0181 341 7587
UNICYCLE HOCKEY

Hackney Hokey-Cokeys, Daneford School
Gosset Street E2

Mondays 7-8.45 £2 ono.

Mr James Plunigers 0171 728 5013

KIDS' UNI
Rico 0181 7731748

EAST ANGLIA

CAMBRIDGE
Patehwaork Community Circus

Cambridge Drama Cenlre

Sundays 5-6 (beginners), 6-8 (144},
Thursdays 4.30-5.30 Youth Circus (8-14)
Richard Green 01223 302596

CHELMSFORD

The Y's Jugglers, YMCA
Tuesdays 8-10 £1

John Hawkins 01245 263528

COLCHESTER
Litite Devils, Arts Cenlre
Sundays 2-5 £1.50
Tony 01206 844213

DEREHAM (nr. Norwich)
Justso James 01263 732888

HARWICH

Dover Court Ark Centre
Tuesdays 7.30-9.30 £1

Suzy Ocdball 01255 504758

IPSWICH
Sufolk College Gym
Tuesdays 7-9 £2
Dave 01473 255082

NORWICH

Saint Michael's Church, Colegale
Sundays 2.30-4.30 (under-16) £1.20,5.7.30
(skillswap) £2/1

David 01603 486286, Will 01953 613445

NORWICH

Tha Amazing Botlo's

Morman Cenire, Bignold Road
Sundays 3-5 £2/1.5011

<P
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Jubiles Cenire, Long John Hill
Mondays 4.30-6.30 £2/1.50/1
Ray 01603 445357

ROMFORD

Ahythm & Balls, Century Youth House
Maondays 7-0.30, 50p

Chrls Iiving 01708 751656

IN THE MIDDLE

BANBURY
Mill Arts Centre, Spiceball Park
y;ﬂmm £1 Wodnesdays (kids

Pote 01202 250719

BEDFORD

Bedlord Circus Ring, Sainl Bade's
School, Bromham Road
Thursdays 7-9

01234 3268322
GHESTERFIELD
Graft, YMCA Hollywell Strest
Tuesdays (termtime) 7.30-9.30
Steve Grall 01246 230245

CORBY

Youth Centre, Cottingham Road
Mondays 7-8

Balls Up, Gary or Andy 01536 63766

COVENTRY

Caoventry Artists CoOp, Arispace Studios
Wednesdays 7.30-9.30

Cireus Palava 01203 230068/448276

DERBY
;on:ouluy. Ashgate School, Ashbourne

Thursdays 7-8.30, £1, 50p under 165
Andrew Vass 01332 369581

DERBY

Normanton Community Circus, The
Madelay Centre

Wednesdays 7-0.30

Adrlan Wilson, Just Another Circus,
01332 382613

DUDLEY

Drop Zone, Gornal Youth Cantra
Tuesdays 8,30-10,30

Meil Phoanix 01384 250068

HEREFORD

Percival Hall JT Owens Sireet
Thursdays 6.30-7.30 (kids) 7.30-9
(adults) €1

Pele 01432 760350

KIDDERMINSTER
Youlh Housa, Bromagrove Sireal

6-9 £1.50 kids
Horsefair Community Centre, Broad
Street
Sundays 6.30-9.30 £2/1

UniHocksy 8-8,30
Steve 01562 861113
KINGSLAND

CGoronation Hall
Thursdaya 6.15-7.15, 75p Seperale Uni

8pace

0568 708577
LEAMINGTON SPA
Bath Place Community Venture

Mondays 7-§
Jocular James & Cath 01026 882457

LEICESTER

Da Montiort University Juggling Club,
City Site S.U.

Tuesdays 6.30-8ish

0116 255 5576

LINGOLN
Croft Street Community Centre
wrsdays 7

Thursdays
Barry 01673 860556

LUTON

Mad Hatter Circus, Chapel Langley,
Russal 5

Tuesduys ? 0 £1

Maggie 01562 484167 Gaoll 01582
416950

MILTON KEYNES

Great Linford Memaorial Hall
Wednesdays 7-10, £2

Jugglers Anonymous, Graham 01908
210264

NORTHAMPTON

Drop Shap Juggling Clubs

Bective Middle School, Kingstharpe
Wednesdays 7-0

Acrobalance & Trapeze Saturdays 11-1

NOTTINGHAM

The Forest School, Forest Fialds
Thursdays during termtime 7-9, £1
Tony 0115951 8061

NUNEATON

Saint Nicholas Church Hall (behind
Library}

Fridays 6.30-8,30 £1

John/Clare 01203 387579

PELSALL
Shetfiald Community Schoo!
Wadnesdays 7-9, Adults £2, Kids £1

Richard Polter, Cannock Kites 01543
573177 /271563

SHREWSBURY
Jugglespace, Artscaps, § Belmont
Thnmdaysfm-iﬂilﬂﬂ(ldsﬁ)
Robin 01743 884175, Fiona 01852
127230

STOKE ON TRENT
Dragon Community Gircus, Booth
Shreet Recreation Centre
Wednesdays 7-9 £2/1.50
Dragon Youth Circus

Fridays 8,30-8.30 1-165 £1
01782 147867

E{HﬁTFOHD-UPON-
The Wam;u-%uae. Greenhall Stiest

Tuesday :
Adam 01005 351733

WORCESTER

Perdiswell Young People’s Gentre
Tussday 7-9, £1.50

Sharon or John, 01805 23347

BIRMINGHAM

CENTRE

Birmingham Palisades

Sundays 1-3

Air Adventures 0121 633 3230

EDGBASTON

Midlands Arts Centre, Gannon Hill Park
hdults Sundays 7.30-9, Bhildren
Wednesdays 4.30-6, £3.50

James Millar 0121 442 2469

HARBOURNE
Martineau Cenlig
Wednesdays 7.30-0

£2.10, 90p cones.

James Millar 0121 442 2469

LADYWOOD

Arts Cenlre, Freeth Streel
Mondays & Wednesdays 7-9,
Salurdays 4.30-6.30, £1.50.
Blair 0956 842702

SELLY DAK

Selly Oak Centre, 648 Bristol Road
Saturdays 10-12 noon

Kevin 0121 414 0094

MANCHESTER

CENTRE

Polylechnic Gym, All Sainls’ Building,
Oxlord Road,

Fridays 7-9, lermtime.

CENTRE
UMISSED, G Floor, Reynolds Bullding,

UMIST -
Wednesdays (somefimes lugsdays)
CENTRE

Metrapilitain University Juggling Club,
Al Saint Building.

Fridays 5-7 termlime
CHORLTON

Quirkus, Saint Werburgh's Parish Hall
Mondays 7-10

Nigel 0161 862 9410

FALLOWFIELD

MUCUS Above the bar, University
Buildings, Owens Park.
Thursdays 7-0 termtime

GORTON
Mr:s!ics Club, Old Gorton Baths, off
d

Hyde Roa
Tuesdays & Thutsdays 8.30-10

oy S—
ircus & Jug 1

Sporls Hall )

Fridays 5-7 termtime, £3 a yearl
Jon 0161 792 3037

STOCKPORT
:;'nalhail Recreation Centre, Heaton

oar,
Tuesdays 5-7 (children) 7-9 (adults)
Bzercus - Moni 0161 2561838

WITHINGTON
Manchester Communiity Gircus,
Withington Community Canire
Sundays 5-7

Winsion 0161 445 5774

WORSLEY

fioe Green Juggling Club, Beesley
Green Hall, Green Leach Lane
Mondays 7.30-9.30

Matl 0161 794 0595

BLADKPEH!’

Jugglenuts, Grange Park Junior School
Wednesdays 7.45-10,30 Satttdays
1.30-4,30 £1 (kids 50p)

Carl 01253 304831 Alan 01253
397817

BOLTON

Higher Education Centie
Friday Evenings
Zebra cards 01204 22220

BRADFORD

Manningham Sports Centre

Fridays 7-0

Ann 01274 546198

BRADFORD

Saltaire Hall,

Thursdays 7-0 £1.20

Halen 01756 795750,

CLITHEROE

Roalinlds Leisure Cantre

Wednasday

Brian Waterhouse 01200 20860

COCKERMOUTH

Juggling Chub, Christchurch Rooms

Tuesdays 7,30

Dave 01900 B22867

LOLNE

The Old School, Exchange Streel

Tuesdays 7-9 £1,50/81(kids)

01282 BB0735 {shop)

CREWE

“we;mus. Shavinglon Youlh Chub, Main
0a

Mondays 7-10 50p
Car| 01270 650204

DURHAM »
élniwrﬂf Circus Club, Dunelm House, New
hvet

Thuraday Evenings in termtime, allwalcome

DURHAM
Durham City Jugglers, Shakespeare Hall
Scolt 0161 384 6077

HARROGATE

Starbeck Youth & Community Genire, High
Street,

Saturdays 6.30-8.30

Pate 01423 889125, Tim 01423 567583

HEBDEN BRIDGE

The Ground Floor Centre, Holme Strest
Wednesdays 7.15-0.30

Tony Webber 01422 842072

HUDDERSFIELD

Tuesdays
Del 01484 666617
HULL

Hull Community Circus
Wednesday 7-0 somewhare
01482 343926

HULL
Splat Circus,
Universily Studants' Union, Cotiingham

Tuesdays 7.30-11, £2 10 [oln
Steve Pollard 01482 493463
KENDAL

Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Jem Hulbert (11220 581485

LANCASTER

me?aiw. Minor Hall {juggling) sparts hall
i

nL!HI'-ller delails Lhe,

confact S.UU. on 01524 65201

LEEI]S

Hullabal
Gonunumly Cenlre
Wednesdays 6.30-8.30

e

ity Circus, W

SOAOT3 27T 21

LEEDS

Holt Park Leisure Cenlre

Mondays 8-10, £2+30p entrance les
“Complete .Juuuhf certificate schame)
Fun Company, Kris Wray 0117 269 6716,

LEEDS

Unicycle Hockey, Bramstan Recreatioh
Centre, Calverley Lane

Wednesdays 7-8

Mike 0117 243 5491 (work numbier)

LIVERPOOL

Toxteth Sports Centre, Upper Hill Streat.
B-10, Thursday. Conlribution lo cosls.
Max Lovius and others 0151 727 1074

LIVERPOOL

University Juggling Club, Mountiord Hall
Mondays 7-10

051 420 7064

LYTHAM SAINT ANNE'S
Old School, Beaucherk Road

Tuesdays 6.30-8.30, Freel

Phil 01253 731143

MACCLESFIELD

Tytherington School

Thursdays 7-0 termtima

Contact Borough Councill
MIDDLESBROUGH

Cleveland Gommunity Circus, Saint Mary's
Cenire, Corporation Road,

Thursdays 6-8, £1.50 (concs £1)

Mike Bridga 01287 652316

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
Dockray Housa {formesly ‘West End Bo;.'s

Club'f) Sutherland Avenue,
Thursdays 810, £1

Simon, Unly Jugaling Ca., 0191 232
0247

w ASTLE UPON

Unicycla Hacha:.' Leazes Park
Wadnesdays at 7
Alex 0191 261 5128 or the Uglies

PRESTON

University of Central Lancashire
Wednesdays 6-9, everyone welcome
Hisu.

ROGHDALE

The Broadwater Centre, Smilh Streat
Adults Mondays 7-8, Children Tuesdays
& Wednasdays at 4

Skylight C|rcus in Education, Noreen &
Jim 01706 50678,

SCARBOROUGH
Gtehastrophy, Westborough Methodist
Chureh

Tuesdays, kids 7-9, adults 8-10 £1
Brian Renshaw 01723 561067
SHEFFIELD

Ing Teapot Circus, Saint Andrew's
Church Hall, Hannover Way

Mondays 7-9

RigkiTim 0114 266 3546
SHEFFIELD

Jeslers Juggling Club, Hunlers Bar
Junior School

Wednesdays 6-7.30 under 13, 8-10 i

rest
Barbara Goody, Jak & Mo Hirst 0144
256 8505

WARRINGTON
Bewsey High School Gym
Wednesdays 7-10

Hob Taylor 01925 602544

WIDNES

Jugplers B Us, Ditton Community
Cenlre

(151 420 7064

WIRRAL

‘HopFam Centre, Ellesmere Port
Mandays 8-11

Keith 0151 608 0355

YORK
Gnamea Juggling Club, Priory Streel

Tuedaxsi'? £1,50 (€1 conc.)
Jim o Anna 01904 430472

SLOTLAND
BERDEEN

Aberdeen Cireus Club, Northern College
of Educalion Sporis Hall
Wednesdays 7 on

Jahn Easton 012‘21 637629 /01358
571347

DUNDEE
ls.hlmdhr Juggling & Circus Skills

Main Hall, Students’ Assoclation, Alrlie
Place

Wadnestays 4-7pm (lerm time)

Mark Richards 01382 204244

EDINBURGH

Tollcross Communily Cenlre
Mandays 7-9

Angelo D131 447 7862
GLASGOW

The Fiehill Complex, Hopehill Road,
Maryhill

Thursdays at 7
Mark 0141 945 2641

GLASGOW

Co-mofion, Maryhill Community Central

Halls, Maryhill Road

Wednesdays 7.30-9.30

Chiis 0141427 3581

GLASGOW

University Juggling Club

Meets in M Union, University Gardens

mﬁ}]‘lﬁsduys 7-6. Membership £2
0141 339 9784

INVERNESS

Community Centre
Mondays 7.30-10
Dave D163 220165

LIVINGSTON
Croas Glubs Chirlstian Juggling Club
E!I!_G'ﬂssnn 01506 411187

SHETLAND ISLES
Sanchyick Junlor High Schoal

030-12
Gan;wunaimims 501/01605 2114
STIALING

Cowane Centre

Mo 1-8.30

0786 475429
STIRLING
Ballalp Club, University

| CHANNEL ISLANDS
ALDERNEY

Confact Noeleen Brean, S.1).

SKYE

Skeabost Mzmurlal Hall, Skeabost Bridge
Wed 79

Dave Patfield 01470 562377

WALES

Er’?.'f“n YCH (near Newcastle

Alternate Wednesdays 8-9 30
Tom 01230 615428 Netty 01570 480022

ABERYSTWYTH
Studio, Arts Cenlre
Tugsdays 7-10

Dily 20 Maring Terrace.

BANGOR

The Greenhouse, High Street
Thursdays 7.30-9, £1.50

(1248 372230

CARDIFF
YellowKangaroo pub, Eim Street

Wednesday nights
CUT - Cardill Unicycle Team
FRussal 01448 740520

LAMPETER
Cwmann Village Hall
Thursdays 6.30-8.30
01570 480022

LLANDIDROD WELLS
Rockpark Hotel Games Room

Wednesdays 87 (7-12 yrs ) 13-adult 7.15-9
Cheis 01597 824300, Jerry 0831 581070

LLANDUDNO
John Bright Schnol
Tuudays 7.30=
Zero G, Pimea 01492 547542

NEWPORT

Alleenates from Newpurl to Cagrleon!
Thursdays 5.30-

x‘mtass 220367, Fiona 01633 430088
¥

PORTHMADOG
Harlequin Juggling Club, Guide Headquariers,

el
Thursdays 6-7.80 (beginners) 7.30-0 othars,

£1,
larh & Gill 01766 75763

POWYS

Communily Circus School, Y-Fan Institule, near
Llanidloes

Thursdays kids 6-8, adults 8-10

Liz or Chris Panic 01650 521558

SWANSEA
Juggular, Dynevar School, Mansell Street
Wednesdays 7-9.30, £2/81, first week Iree
Sam 01792 470546

SWANSEA

Dillwin Liewelyn Schoal, Cockelts
Mondays 7-8, Inlegrated Youth Gircus
Phill Burton, 01792 466231

IRELAND

BELFAST
Bellas! Community Circus School, Crescent Arls
Cenre, University Road
Contacl 01232 236007 / 248061
BELFAST
Circus 1 to 3, Saint Palrick's Training School,
Glen Road
Tuesdays 6-8:
Pal Duggar 01232 301123
BELFAST
(ueens University Juggling Club, Students
Unian
Tuesdays 7-9
Ryan 01232 245133 x3541
DUBLIN
rmond Mulli-Madia Centre
Mondays 7-10
(01) 260 1946

GALWAY
Butterfingers Elre, Eyre Square Centre

Workshops mosl mondays

Nick ¢/o (010 353) (0}91 63553
MAYNOOTH

/o Sludent’s Union, Saini Patrick's College.
Morgan Gilberl

sl

Miil'ri'ﬂ'ﬁ& 822246

GUEHNSEY
Salnt Marlin's Parish Hall

Tuesdays 7-9 £2/1

lan 01481 55484, Philip 01481 63353
JERSEY

wwms:nou! Saint Helier
Tuesdays 810

Lisa 01534 499682 Suzi 01534 285008

~ CLUBS =WORKSHOP LISTINGS]
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| JUGGLEKRAZY

Juggling software for PCs
(needs 386, colour EGANGA)

* Teaches juggling and notation
a and edit patt:

* Full onling help systam
* Add your own tutorials

Only
£24-99

+£1 p&p il
L

FYREFLI Ltd

cheques to

Rubenstein's Revenge
=, Burke's Barrage
*y Mills’ Mess

Solipsys Lid
Dept TC1

27 Rectory Close
Trarunera

Marsaysida
have moved to Lo ]
itel 0151 647 5418)

13 Christon Bank
Alnwick
NE66 3EY

Tel./Fax. 01665-576 1080 FULL TiLT STREET THE.ATRE
would like'to hear from a:
MUSICIAN - PERFORMER
for outdoor festival curcuit Surmmer
The Ugly Juggling Company '96. Rehearsals in London.
t Further info. ring

0171 2413704 or 0973. 619633
Juggling & Circus Props,

Theatre Make-Up & Books:

KA‘ KAD[ EUROPEAN JUGGLING MAGAZINE
EUROPAISCHE JONGLIERZEITSCHRIFT
Kaskade captures the exciting mood of European
juggling, with comprehensive coverage of conventions,
meetings and workshops, as well as a candid look at

controversial issues behind this harmonious circus art.
Plus: interviews, reviews, practical tips, ...

For a year's subscription (4 issues),
send a cheque for £12.00 to:

Kaskape - GaBl & PaAuUL KeEAST - SCHONBERGSTR, 92
D-65199 VWiEsBADEN -GERMANY - TEL: +49611 9465142- FAX: 9465143

Serving South Yorkshire & The Peak District
JESTERS
0067 Ecclesall Road  FIND US ON THE A625
2 Sheffield 511 8PT 2o SHEFEIELD TO
©) Tel: 0114 2683046  CASTLETONROAD.
JESTERS AT THE MEADOWHALL CENTRE (M1
EXIT 34) SERVING ALL AREAS. FIND US BY THE
STATUES AT MARKET STREET.

QUALATEX 260 MODELLING BALLOONS
FOR THE CHEAPEST WHOLESALE PRICES IN
THE U.K. PHONE OR FAXx 0114
2680007, MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 5 BAGS

Ser\kih’é Cumbria and, the Lake District

JESTERS FIND-US PROMINENTLY
Market Place LOCATEDIN THE
Ambleside LA 22 9BU | CEHIFEOF
Tel: 01539 4349243 '

Mail Order service available

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTORS
WANTED

for FREE CATALOGUE:
L.G. MARKETING LTD.

64 LEICESTER ROAD, SALFORD,
MANCHESTER M7 4AR

ENGLAND

Telephone: 44-161-708 90 90 Fax: 44-161-792 0098
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A

click for service

AT ALL THE BEST JUGGLING RETAILERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

. J

Head office/Worldwide sales/Production facllity/Mall Order

equipment, Old Town MIll, Old Town, Hebden Bridge, HX7 BTE, England Tel:+44 (0)1422 843672 Fax:+44 (0)1422 845191
Waeb site & on-line colour catalogue: http://www.eclipse.co.uk/pens/beard/ .

Germany (German Distribution) QK,'

BEARD Jugglin
E-rall: 101371.443@compuserve.com

STILBRUCH, Schuistr. 5, 64283 Darmstadt Tel:+49 (0)6151 290500 Fax: +49 (0)6151 295721 Mobll: +49 172 627 3559
STILBRUCH

Australia (Manufacture & Distribution)
MEDIUM AIR PTY LTD. Caltex Premier Station, Lot 5 Norseman Ave, Esperance, Western Australla Tel/Fax: +61 90 714896

BEARD, THE WORLDS FOREMOST JUGGLING EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURER
manufacture/distribution/wholesale/mail order/events/agency/promotional and corporate products




