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JUGGLING @ NEW CIRCUS @ STREET THEATRE
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Billertingers Sproudipresents

INTERACTIVE JJGGLING ON DISC!
Below is a cut Otix anu neep Zoétrope (pronounced Zo-a-Trope,
from the mid-Victorian) featuring one 0
Bedford’s whacky <artoon characters from our Fliktri car m ted
cartoon flick-hook.. —.._._* follow the instructions bel. v mnd you
olad before you- very eyes!

o =7 |

will'saa three halls jug

Cut out the disc and surrounding m

stick it onto some stifl cardbo

from a cereal packet. For-a real
tidy job, make sure that you stick the
Zoétrope to the printed side of the
card so you end up'with a |.1§;|in

backing. Y
Z ! \

-~

-

Next vou

need a pencil

and a mirror.-Put

the pencil

through the haole

and hold the disc as

shown in the §

illustration top right of the

page. Now stand in front of "\

a mirror with one eye as close N

as possible to the back of the disc
keeping the other eye shut! Make

sure that the face of the dig@¥ well
o lit. The brighter the belter

*STOP PRESS, - To claim
Butterfinge

321 - 23 April
AR

\
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E FULL COLOUR
Juggling Cor

top cartoonist Martin F.

Y disc and its 12 slits very
caretully_|t's best to use a modelling

lyut scissors ‘will do. Don't
make the slits too wide or the piciure
will fook blurred when you spir
the disc. You should leave the
black line on the disc

ill\l cul off all the white
Don't torget to cul ou
\ the hole n the

A middle!

Now  spi
the dis
¥ clock-wise an
N watch th
action! It's a bit ¢
a knack al first b
as the | Ching wisel
savs ‘Perseverant
furthers’. The juggler
juggling the basic Three Ba
Cascade pattern. If vou spin tf
P disc anti-clockwise the juggler -
attempt 1o juggle backwards!

, Just visit
in Norwich,
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Have to get those puns out of the way early - The Caleh
takes to the air for an jn-flight special, starring Jean &

Pauline Palacy, Jules Howathand Toby Philpot

CAT'S PYJAMAS

Beauty is more than skrn dee’pf as Jilf Truman (yes
relation) finds in the tale of Britain's most visible
aerialists Skinning IhesCat..

coggE(;TWE INSTITUTE

A relationship workshop'for two- ﬂgbo{éadepts from
Brendan Brolly. Andoy dc you need one of those.

PASSED

Robert Houdinwas pgrhaps the greatest magician of
all time. Pearse Halfoenny gets his secrets from

beyond the grave.
TAKESTWO TO TANGO

Stealing, pistons, sidgsby-side, one in front, on top of
the other - the intimate ségrels of that perfectiy—
matched Jugglestruck duo,

THREE MINUTES THAT CHANGED
MY LIFE

Circus School entrance examinations - Kate Merser
and Cathy Jones do the written paper.

Last issue’s caption Contest was, something of a
psychoanalytical hotpotato. Winners, losersandinner

fantasies revealed.
USELESS OLD TAT?

Unicycles recycled, diabolos are born-again, rings
come round another time, balls baunce back in the
strangest of places. Diana Mafiana & Pippa Tee, are
notable for their ingenuity-ameng the reqular Calch

panel of experts.
CATCH THIS

Cheap flights to"Sweden, thelightest unicycle ever
(these facts are notconnected), everything youneedto
know to be Cenventional, Surreal Aerial or just

entertained.
CATCH OUT

One show youssHoLtdn't have missed and one| believe

we missed too.
. BALLS

Catchreviewers getall enthusiastic overa cyberjuggler,
a septuagenarian trickster and the best four-ball book

DROPS

Steve Wardhas a wordwith withscheols workshoppers.
Pof! scoffs at the Criminal Justice Agt.

CATCHPHRASES /MULTIPLEX

The Catchnotice board. Who's nicked all the blu-tack?

GETTINGHIGH & STAY%L\I:&HE

The |
. Services Despliethe bypass there's still loo much Irathic, andif

| Think twice:beloce downloading Images, pholographs | stories, dFaanaswadmart devaskaling wardplay and the creafive |

_lu: VAT, All confribuflens. artwork and photogeaphy remain the cq%gh! oi the priginatars, and they can in most cases be

on to photes for our @iehives and the montage we had commissioned by the Tate Gallery. £20,000 buys quite 3 1ot of paper

I Marke! 11

20 2 ML

Syndrome, heckling, hofoscopes (are they crap orwhat?)
and the yoof oftoday: Letters before your name.

40 41 GLUBS|
i All across the country we're packing them into the

churches, gettingpaople back to school, pulling crowds
to Arts Centres and getting students to actually do
something with their time,

IIALWAYS TURN HERE FIRST

The most famous two-dimensional juggler in the world
- Busker Gut. Bookings through Robbie.

i

Hg!aer H?&n Hre bm aunch 1h

[SSUE THIRTEEN? APRIE=MAY 1995

The Cach is punlished in harmony 'mm a bilunar biorhythmic cycle b
Moorledge Farm Cottage, Knowle Hill, Chew Magna, anlol 3518 8TL
Ecited by Diaboio, Calch's Cradle, ¢/o the above.

Adverlising & Trade Sales, Jan & Stuart Ashman, Calch Oifice, phone & fax 01275 332655
Cover Photo of Jicky Crosher indhe French Meuntains by Dave Pickens
Supa3naps - Adtiansann
Rétring manipulation - Robbie Macintosh, Gavin Sinclair.

Liid out, made up and otherwisz beautified by Howard Vause c/o 01225 776515,
Prints chigring: Wikishites, Bedminster, Bristol
Golour of the Night Sebrighl, Bristol.

nm 18 Cemﬂ pecial Am jal Issue
Pig Adrian John.

msmlnfm‘m1 on Superhighway is subject o ihe usualdaiioacks, soadworks and stopping for acup of feain Heslon
want 1o make [l throughins rust-hour of every issus geting
1o work you'd betler.gel through with your dates by he fiesd ihe month pregeding tha cover date - fe. May 1! for Ine nex
issug, June-July Breakdowns risk being fowed away and]ll o8 you,

oufput of E‘quamrihu torg (this includes advert design), Yau and waidon' fhink that's very lair - especially
&5 a It of this wark {5 done for Tree o for fove. |nlelleciual prnper}gklﬁm.rl the only kind thal ienThett {oops! Bil of pafifics |
therel). Information, Blgourse is fres and remains s0; atn‘.k|sonly yours when you've added something to it andmy belianle

actect through the Catch alfice. If you ask pnlhelr F&ni‘ljw 1l da icely.

J'heCafdeelmmms carlonrs, reviews of recent shows and fricks it Haggis/Donald)
lc, can o yel. The edifor is a print-junkie and will read anythmg especizlly on disc (all plaln 12x formats), I in doubl glve
{ljusalry, anc don give up on us, bay-bes, cos sometimesthe long words slow us down a il Or we mighl have had 2 brilian!
Idea hr;.conuzpd fasue that will include your bit - Sofl'liﬁmmi‘[ year, Save those feelings of repection by consulling us,
preferably In wiiting, abaut anything leagthy. If you wan slulf refurned youd batler send an SAE, theugh we do like fa hang

qlue, yaul know,

Theopinions:
on anything and we believe everyihing we re fold. Cneck.‘ﬁormmmn {1hal's whywe give ‘phone numbers when we have them) |
pelarecommitling yourselt fo spending mongy or fime. Dion't sk us - we don't undersfand SiteSwap, let aloné the Derjvatives |

d iyt don ke, writetd e lellers page. | you seroustydon’ likeit, try Oraps If you hear something |
Wou don 1 like elsewhare, [ikewise. |f you hear somathing Mhunkwsham:tknowbum dropusalinelon. The Superhighway |
‘rieeds MBfmaliEn! P The editor thrives on Disinformation.

The Catch was the triolistic bove-child ol Stuart & Jan & Pipga. Lef no-one call it unnatural.

ted in arficles, arfwork, adverls, and origi Wenon‘ma\eanyupmmns




Mastenng Devdsnck
A comprehensive tutorial ...
from an experienced
teacher covering many

topics from beginners to
intermediate level

A beglnners d|ab010 book from
Donald Grant. Getting started,all"-
the essential first tricks, and
asters of stick grinds, sticides, etc
- aII in the popular Grant style!

s

CIRCUSTUFF books are avan!éb!e from good retailers and
distributors around the world, erdirect from CIRCUSTUER
P&P free in Europe

83 Uist Rd, Glenrothes, Fife, K¥76RE, United Kingdom:

URL http://www.demon.co.uk/lcircustuff/

Fax/Tel (01592) 620711 Internet: circustuff@almac.co.uk ;

FREAKS

UNLIEMNIT

Freaks new range of fire equipment

A Fire Torch st Extra Jong handle
B@ aluminium heat shield. extra wick, ‘properod’ intemal
dowl and replacab]e tubber bodv shield £18.00 cach
g ody. extra wick. 23

. £14.00 set
um body. 8cin wide wick ( hall’a
g S, £20.00 & £24.00 cach

Fire Eating stick, specially made small wicl
protuding metal parts, heal protected.... ... £4.50 each
Fire Swingima Torch, aluminium body, extra wick,
round wooden knob...... ... . £14.00 cach

Other products:-

Freaks Kni { stainless steel blades, bolted
Ash handles: H/D n knob. centrally balariced
Vinyl decorated  £23.00 Glitter decorated £25.00
ﬂ%’ Acrobar Standard and Acrobat Heavy Duty clubs
HONS v _£13.00 fo £20.00 cach

Freaks I / hcu.h bodies, balanced. me.
stlicon handstieks fie £13.00 to £23.00

'R()U' FREAKS

clatl shop.
68 Fax 01179297337

Boomeramg@ L Dev;lat!cke o Fr_:abesa o Umcycles e Diablo etc.
Telephone: (0742) 671946
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: Flying tonight - y
Toby Phi

lying trapeze itself was; so.the books say,
discovered in western Europe about the mid-
dle of the 19th century by one M. Leotard at
Toulouse swimming baths. About to dive in,
he saw two parallelilooped cords, used for
opening windows, hanging from the roof. Being
the son of a gymnast he wag ebviously up for new
laughs: “«AHA!»” he thought, in French, “If a
wooden bar was fixed betweentheloops of each
cord, I could swing from one to the other; and if
I missed, I should risk nothing werse than an
impromptu wetting”’ - and a new act was born.

At his debut at the Cirque Napoleon in Paris in 1859 he used two
trapezes and two platforms, swinging from one platform as his
father swung the second bar towards him. Soon he wasin London
at the Alhambra creating a sensation with the first airborne
somersault. That was the beginningof dozensofcopycat acts and
experimentation from many acrobats. A craze! Performers drove
themselves to achieve harder and mere dangerous tricks, to
increase the number of flyers in the air at the same time and to
do the impossible. Alas M. Leotard, a gifted performer with rare
beauty and finesse and an innovativeémind, died young- and not
in the ring but of smallpox (Paris 1870).

Casting is the technique in which two ‘catchers’ hang in hooks
from fixed cradles and cast a third “flyer’ back and forth between
them, the flyer making tricks in theairensoute: Differentiacts
widened the space between the cradles untl a trapeze bar was
required to bridge the gap. In about1900.in America, Toto
Siegrist and Walter 8ilbon extended the idea of easiing so far that
they put the catcher across the arena from the flyer, who swung
under his own power, flew and was caught by the catcher on /ils
trapeze. Soon they made the catcher’s trapeze swing too. After a
lot of work on timing the arcs of both t¥apezes, a return flight was
possible. In 1904 the Clarksons added the grace of ballet. Erie
Clark is reported to be the first to have achieved the triple
somersault, although it was Alfredo Cedona who performed it
regularly and became world-famous as the greatest flyer of all
time. In 1937 Codona shot and killed himself and his wife -
having cheated death in the air so often it was a strange way to go.

The triple was the death of many an artist. Theroll call makes for
tragic reading, and not surprisingly - you're travelling at about 60
mph: a missed eatch and failureto hitthe netjust right will break
your neck on impaet.

“The psychological hazards in flying take greater toll than the
physical. Aerialists are complémented extravagantly for even
simple accomplishments. Most neaphytes, having learned the
basic routines fancy themselves as young Codonas and at that
point their advancement halts. Or they receive a few rough falls
and lose their nerve.

“Further, the more proficient the artist becomes, the more
Spartan his rezimen must be. Flyersdead asimple life, strict of
I 2 Y P s
iet, abstemious, coupled with.gédious practice. Few candidates
diet, abst , coupled with.géd practice. Few candidat
possess sufficient self-discipline to endure the rigours which are
necessary to great achievement.”

The Big Top. My 40 years with the Greatest Show on Earth. Fred
Bradna 1953.

vur guide, the lovely Ju

pot told him everythix

Lillian Leitzel performed on the Roman Rings in the USA and Europe,
becoming the Queen of the Circus. She did things only men had done
before, but better. Her use of planches to.climb her rope was a feat of
strength few artistes could achieve: the gracc"al 1e maintained was unique.
The climax to her act was to swing spinning hundreds of times by one
arm in a stunning show of sttength'and éndurance. This move left her
with a pérmanent open wound on her wrist. Despite the risk of blood
poisoning the finale stayed intheaet: She fell and died in 1931 due to
equipment failure.

Rogan Taylorin ‘The Death and Resurrection Show’ draws ourattention
toshamanistic practises thatinvolveimitating flight by leaping from tree
to tree or twirling in the air on.thongs from the roof of the ceremontial
tent. The modern circus is‘a repository of such mysterious events.

A




PASSNOTES &

(catch notes? every other magazine does them so why can’t we?)

STATIC TRAPEZI ST by “Slacker”

AKA: Luvvies of the air, Babes on Strings, Masochists Anonymous

Appearance: Twenty- or thirty-sémethings, trying to look a
mature 18. Sculpted sweating figuréin black lycra.
Occupation: Irrelevant. 'm an aerialist now, excuse me I have
to do another ten pull-ups.
Habitat: Not any more. Spends ai] money on trapeze classes |
and lyera.
Habit forming, then? (‘entamly. lt is theuniversal panacea -
tones muscles, builds strength and flexibility, helps you give up
drinking and smoking, can maLc youthestarof the show, gives
you somethmg to boast of at dinner parties, ngd way to meet |
young, single, fit people with view to lechery. ﬁddmtwc rushes
of adrenaline and endorphins makeyou comne back for niore:
And the downside? Terrible personality changes - single-
mindedness (obsession), loss of sensesof shumour, desue to
become one of the greats and show off to your former friends
and your class rivals by being fi.rsﬁ to get into a Circus Space
Cabaret. An urge to get everyone elsé onmitrapeze - especially
those who will never be as good as you. Sudden need for
infidelity. M_lght cause genetic dyéﬁfuﬂcﬂmn”‘ John Major’s par-
ents did a circus trapeze act. Falling off and killing yourself.
(Preferable to giving birth to a politician}s
Sounds awful... Not if you only have to watch it. Heaven help
you if you live with one or go out w1th one, because you won’t
for long. .
Why? Unless you get your lycras on and bccomc their doubles
partner you've had. it, for your paﬁnm will (guaranteed) fall
puss;omltaly and uncontrollably in'love with another aerialist
- it's something to do with adrenaline, pain and pleasure.
Pain and Pleasure - that’s a bit Frwdlan__iun’t it? I don’t
thinkFreud could cope, morea job for Reich andhis orgonometer.
Hey! That’s a bit sexist! Not at all - aerialists come in a vaviety
of sexes. There are boy-babes-in-lycra and babes-in-lycra. Don’t
blame me, I’'m not toning my body to shapely perfection and
waggling it around in front of people thirty foot in the air.
Is that what it’s all about then? In the end itis a circus act for
public performance, but for you it can be thestuff that dreams
are made of, your raison d’etre, a way of getting fit and
* developing abnormal pectorals which will sag in ten years time.
But it is a valid art forim however... Dogshit and/or Damien
Hirst gets more recognition than Circus from: the arts establish-
mentf quangos! It is a sensational;daringand beautiful Circus
act forthe punters (theydon’t haveto livewith the aer ialists)/are
we beginning to detect a note of bitternessanywhere here? <dj, gets
the biggest wows and ooohhs if done well and the last few years
have seen some innovative pieces and a couple of collaboration
grants.
Not to be confused with: Amazing aerial artist from "the
continent, exponents of la corde lisse, the Chinese strap mer-
chants, web rope spinners, flying wapeze, anywhere thathas got

proper training facilities and funding,.

Most likely to think: Stop star mg}ou scum, if you onl} had the
discipline I had to suffer this pain.

Most likely to say: I'm knackered, my arms are killing me, I'm
so skint... but I just love it... lookat these holégin my handsas
Least likely to say: | think juggling is just as hard, really. You
must practice lots.

Most likely to be seen: In a pub/downing a quick drink and
having a shifty fag.

Al resl, bul grounded: Jean and Pauline Palacy m:l!emp!ale iurlher [Irghls

PIC: ADRIAN JOHN
Th_ei Palﬂcy rlg, Le Grand Volant, (see picture) is an
impressive consiruction, more extensive than any other and
capable of more elaborate routines.

“It’s completely different to the others - they usually just have a
platform, trapeze and a catcher. Years ago the flying was always
ftrapeze-trapeze’, usuallyyou can fly from one to the other and back
again. We have put in this system where the two catchers are on top
- youan go from the platform and go whichever way you like: just
from catcher to catcher and back@gain, or you can go to any trapeze,
it-depends on what sort of combination you make. You can also go
back and stand up on top;6ryou can go back down and do different
tricks,] or just go from the top and do one and a half somersaults. It

alseaeans you can get a'lot of people up there. In traditional circus

you have twao flyers and aleateherat the most, with this system you can
have seven people, five [lyers and two catchers.”

Other shows must have fried to copy it, surely?

“People have tried to bt have alwaysiade mistakes, they haven’t
eopied this one yet. Thisds the only one, he made it, and he’s never
made another one. People come at night 1o measure up, but always
make mistakes.”

The Palacys are nowadays more well-known as teachers, but in
someﬂ:ung as spemahsed as trapeze there are bound to be
differences of opinion as to techniques. Trapeze teachers are
often extremely scathing about what has been taught to begin-
ners in the art and even those who go on to teach themselves.

6 TRAPEZE
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~ MEET THE HIGH FLYERS

“If somebody makes a mistake and they are teaching some body else
something, they will carry on doing the same mistake. We invent
different tricks and people try to copy them but they don’t know haw
it’s done so they do it wrong.”

You have a traditional circus background. What do you thinkof
‘new circus’?

“Itdepends on which new circus you are talking about. There are new:

circuses and new circuses, some Llike, hk&the.u way of working, 1 like

their sort of style. It depends on which you're going to. Even il

traditional circus some have lovely programues, lovely to see, clean
and tidy and some ave Unugh!! But there is a new Circus, yes- I.llcy ave
trying to mix circus programmes with dancingiand mime, so i’'sa
completely new style. If you take Archaesii, to me it’s not even circus,
it’s a little bit of everything. Archaes started and he had liis liwle
circus, he was really good... but heiget bigger and bigger...!

In such a long career there must have been 8oine amusing things
happen... '

“THeRE was PIERRE Ligt - he had a toupé and always wore it to work.
Often when he did his double and a half somersault the toupé would

start to fall off - so, as he was turningin his somiersault, he’d gethold.

of his toupé and put it in his meuth - he set off with hiair on his head
and a ¢clean shave and when he got back he was bald with abeard. And
there was Claude: costunies and butténs are a problem - you can end

up half nude up there!”

1Fhe F lying Pa[acp Le Grand Volan! Rig.
Ple. Adelan John

The real star of the film
‘Trapeze’sypioneer of the most
developed trapeze rig the circus
world has ever seen, teacher of
some of France’s finest- The JSA
(noididn’t meanthem) spoke to
Jean & {Pauline Palacy (Jean
expressesmhimself gallically,
Paulinetranilates) at the time of
the International Workshop
Festival when they set up in
Queen Square, Bristol.

Pics Adrian J ohn.

TRAPEZE 7




'\ eavtiful newly decorated
¢ shop complete with our
new cosfume and accessory.roow.

@ ddest circus/magic/costuime
and joke props tracked

down - if not already in stock!

Y enerous discounts for
~ workshops and bulk orders.

ruesowe new collection
of masks. Giant giraffe
unicyeles and great gift ideas.

oads of space to fry it
all out. Triple spins and
gawes of Gladiators possible!

*5 ntertainers of every
description from clowning
{o cabaret on call for your event

PLUS: 0ur new free tatalogue bursting
with wonderful juggling, novelty, magic,
costume and circus-skills type goodles of
all descriptions. Unicyeles a specialtty!

Lightning fast mail-order service. |
Call the Bogale team on:

Or better still, vistt the shop at:

bath (0225) 446685 I

L 9 Broad Stret Bath, AT =)

S UNIT 7 REINDEER COURT; NEw ST, Waecs, Wi.2 DS (01985)6118.20

GREENTOP

COMMUNITY
CIRCUS CENTRE
YORKSHIRE CENTREFOR CIRCUS

SKILLS & PHYSICAL

PERFORMANCE, TRAINING

COURSES & COMMUNITY
PERFORMANCE

e for
Greentop Corfnmumt\« Circus Centre
St. Thomas Church, Holywell Road,
Brightside, Sheffield S48 AS
2560962
DISCOUNT OFE ALL
AAILING LIST FREE

elephone: 01

MEMBERSHIP GIVE
COURSES. JOIN €

THE

NEW
DOVE
CLUB

FULL EUROPEAN
STYLE £9.95

WIND THINGS

Oddballs

R ASK YOUR
NOCAL SHOP

TEL: 01255 554554




Hardly Calskin; Skinning he Cals

‘ ‘ We hope the audience
aren’t looking at tricks for

claps,” says Becky Trumany
artistic director of Skinning
the Cat Aerial Theatre Com-
pany. “We want them to be
excited by the beauty, the
colours and shapes and
style. We want to carry
people into another world,
non-human, fantastical...”
Performed outdoors and at
night, their ‘Chameleon’ is a
magical show of movement,
colour, light and music.
Strange, sparkling, colourful
creatures fly across the
moon, the clouds, the stars,
suggesting new dimensions,
new possibilities, new
dreams, new challenges...
that is, if the weather stays
fine. Magic or no magic, rain
makes ropes slippery and
dangerous and a high wind
blows them out of control.
“It’s tough working outsides’

This paradoxical mix of the fantasti-
cal and the practical runs right
through the company. It takes eight
hours for the six strong women to
unload and assemble the thirty-foot-
high rig, stage and lighting tower.
Then they switch from being
muscular labourers and lorry-drivers
to become the mythical creatures of
the performance. After the show, it
takes them four hours to de-rig, load
everything into two large vans and a
caravan and drive themselves
perhaps hundreds of miles to the
next venue.

It all started in 1988, when Becky
put on a performance, featuring four
trapezists and her own costumes and
sculptures, as part of her art degree
at Bradford College. The show was
later repeated in a fashion show
mounted by Bradford Festival at the
Wool Exchange. The following
summer, having completed a
Prince’s Trust business course and

M APRIL - MAY 1996 1SSUE 13 VOL 1

SKINNING THE CAT wereghe first to tour this
country with an outdo®r rig and exclusively
aerial show, and thefsheer otherworldly
beauty of the costunies and grace of the
movements must have inspired more people,
women especially, to take up the form since
the legendary early days. Jill Truman (before
you ask, yes she is the mother of queen cat
Becky) tells us of their lives and times.

SKINNING THE CAT 9




raised money for a van and the
original A-frame rig, Skinning the Cat
toured the UK - for the next two
years. In those early days, the show
was all about shapes, movenient,
colour, sky-dancing: featuring
doubles trapeze, doubles web, and
cloud swing performances. Beckyfalso
developed her own unique routine on
corde lisse.

There were two performers and two
technicians - although, from the g
beginning, technicians and perform-
ers have overlapped to the extent that
they are often indistinguishable: thus
avoiding much of the traditional
hierarchy and backbiting. Because
there has never been time or energy
to spare for arguments about who
does the catching on the'trapeze;
driving the vans, hammering in the
stakes and other traditionally male
jobs, an all-woman company quickly
evolved.

In 1990, the company grew to its
present size of six performers, plusan
administrator, who remains in
Bradford, and they acquired theis
current rig, which resembles the
cross-section of a cathedral: a huge
central arch flanked by two smaller
ones. It is painted gold, encrusted
with mirrors decorated with sculp-
tures of mythical reptilian creatures
and hung with giant cobwebs. The
new show was a full-scale aerial
drama, with a developed plot and
characters, an elaborate lighting
design and specially-mixed musie
Circus, acting and dancing skills were
added and they began to engage
freelance choreographers and
directors for the rehearsal period.

The performances are devised by the
whole company but the design and
construction of the costumesand
structures, and the overall vision, has
always remained very much with
Becky. Her original inspiration was
traditional fairground, but it quickly
developed into weird, reptilian,

“FVERYBODY WANTS T

birdlike non-human shapes, with
brilliant colours andssparkling light.
There is an orietal influence,
Chinese and Balinese, in both
g6stumes and makeupywith Peking
Opera as a major source. The music
is anpeclectic mix©f carousel,
modern beat, jungle sound-effects,
storm-sounds, organ music, pop and

' ‘:éﬁlass'ical, you name it.

“,..stamina,
f

imagination,

stubbornness,

determination,

C "A atil‘it‘}'nooa &

Their first break abroad came in
1989 - a try-out gig with a German
agent that led to‘a European tour in
1990. Then they added a stage to
their equipment and bought a larger
van. The following winter, Becky,
with the help of a.grantfrom the
Prince’s Trust, went to Paris and
acquired a Frenchragents This
Brought bookings in Franee, includ-
ing Aurillac: a big breakthrough. By
1991, they were touringiin Spain and
Italy as well, with a new version of
{Chameleon ’ISinee theny they have
zigzagged across Europe (where most
of the enthusiasm’and the mongy is)
every summer, travelling many
hundreds of miles, Channel-hopping
up to five times during the season for

UK gigs as well. In addition, Becky
has occasionally to fly off to perform
hersoloshow at some other venue in
between ‘Chameleon’ performances,
catchingup with the others in time
for the next gig.

The sologhow was developed mainly
for winter performances and has been
seen.at Leeds City Varieties, Circus
Space in London, Barcelona, St.
Petersburg, Amsterdam... Called
‘Firebird’, it is primarily an exuberant
and exotic display of corde lisse and
cloudswing. This winter Becky and
Rachel Hyde broke into the European
variety citeuit, with a six-week run of
‘a doubles trapeze act, part of a
programmie celebrating the opening
of the Rheinhalle in Cologne.

The population of Bradford, though
often bemused, has welcomed
Skinning the Cat from the beginning.
Individuals and organisations have
been generous with their help, from
mixingthe music to supplying tools
and materials. The vivid and spar-
kling colours with which the Asian
population enliven the grey streets,
shops and public places of the city
have beenya pervading creative
influence. Bradford Council has been

generous with financial support.

‘Bradford Festival has backed them

and they have had constant use of
facilities in Manningham Sports
Centre and elsewhere. So, Bradford
remains their home - there are not
many places in Britain where you can
live more cheaply or find so much
§pace going cheap in derelict textile
mills.

It is a tough life, though. There 1s no
space here to detail the money
problems, the vehicle failures, the
technical breakdowns, the human
letdowns, the sheer bloody impossibil-
ity working creatively in the cold,
materialistic world of the nineties.
When I asked what personal qualities
aremeeded to keep the show on the
road, theylisted: stamina, imagina-

10 SKINNING THE CAT
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tion, stubbornness, physical strength,

“SO fhr’ it féatures a .S'OI'CGI'QSS, absolut.e- ba_liaf in what‘ you are doing,
flamenco-dancing usherettes and QRS
a musical aeroplane...”

“Andyou have to be sensitive to each
other’s problems - but not too
‘sensitive because the show comes first:
never take out your stress on other
people. Oh - and performance slkalls
and creativity, they go without
saying.”

Skinning the Cat was the first company
to tour the UK with an outdoor rig.
Their style is absolutely personal but
its success has led to a number of
imitators, which means that they have
to keep evolving, in order to stay
ahead: no problem, so far. Currently,
they are working with Liverpool-based
Urban Strawberry Lunch [who are fab -
d/, a group of musicians who special-
ise in making and playing on sound
sculptures. The plan is for a new show
to tour in the summer of 1996 called
‘The Singing Tree’. 8o far, it reatures a
sorceress, flamenco-dancing usherettes
and a musical aeroplane...

They still have plenty of dreams:
currently housed in a cold and
crumbling mill, they are secking a
spacetostart an aerial centre for
Bradford::And, long-term, Becky plans
a full aerial tented travelling circus -
although this would mean sacrificing
the very special atmosphere of their
performances in the sky. The reason
they have survived, says Becky, is
because everybody who sticks with the
company 1s completely committed: it
becomes their life. ‘It is bloody hard
work but everybody has a creative
input and the satisfaction of doing a
job that they love: not many people
can say that.” Another reason could
be that they put on a good show

Skinning the Cat can be contacted at:
Art Studios, Prospect Mills, Thornton
Road; Bradford, BD1 331N, West
Yorkshire. Phone: 01274 831643; Fax:
01274 833221

SKINNING THE CAT 11




Now available direct from the manufacturer.
Globalls / Laserballs / Gloclubs

\§6A revolutionary glowing Diaboles
Convert your Renegade diabalo to Glo.
Simple conversion with easily replaceable glotubes.
Extremely high intensity Light Emitting Diodes.

1. Undo diabolo nut
2. Screw in glotube

3. Repeat on other side
4. Switch off room lights
5. Juggle
For prices and deta ils"bbntat:t . w3 5‘95 Vak i
acre tecech Rprojects o 588 3?2?5?
202-204 Liscard Rd, Wallasey, Wirral, England. L44 5TN

doy 10-
Tel/Fax: +44(0)151 638 8658 \.9 I 6
Email: 100544,2152@Compuserve.com

Naatast Tuba [Angal)
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Unit 2
Camden Loch Pix diabolos
#:Cdfunm 284 2460 TORCHES
e e e i) Lo s, Indoor boomerangs
devil-sticks =
e S o = "[iﬂgS (@ Sports discs
oxess lmgﬁ Iﬂgg Kites Waiton Norfoik IP25 6EL
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Quality juggling & circus equipment | : I
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The most common way of correctifg two
diabolos is to push down on one of the
diabolos with the right handstick ‘as il
lands on the siring. The part gi.the
diabolo that the handstick touches de-
termines whai effect is achieved.

There are a few poinls o
remember:

SIZEQEEFFECT

i) The nearer (he rim you louch, the larger the
‘effecl.

iv) The harder you push down, lhe larger the
geffecl.

You can see from the above poinis thal each
place you touch on the diabolo gives a different
effect. These are summa-
rised in the diagram. You
can see whereabouts on

i) The two halves of the
diabolo are referred 1o
as ‘bells’. Whichever bell
you touch with lhe
handstick will move 1o
the right. Touching the |
bell nearest you will ro-
tate lhe diabolo anti-clock-
wise, whilst touching the

the diabolo you should touch
io give (he combination of
lilt and rotation you need.
All the rest is praclice. After
a while you should be able
lo_coprect withoul thinking
1oo much about which point
you need o louch.

Here are a few lips o help
Youl,

far bell will rolale the
diabolo clockwise. This
effect is largest if (he
right side of the diabolo
is louched.

ii) Touching the lop of a bell will make 1he
diabolo tilt and that bell will move up. Touching
Ihe near bell tills the diabolo away from yeu;lhe
far bell causes the diabolo 1o till lowards you.
This effect is largest if the left sicle of 1he diabolo
is louched.

a) T e right handstick
inwards, this makes it inuch
LTS

easier o touch different
parts of the diabolo.

b) Practise wilh one-diabolo o start with. Gel it
going around your leg or something like that and
see ffh.you can control il

¢) If both your diaboles always seem [0 lurmn the

same way, you probably have one hand further

forward (han the other. Ask someone lo check.

2}~ Py
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The double-diabolist’s

number one problem

(after the obvious

one) is how to stop

them turning - not ro-
tating on the string as
normal, you dolt, but
tilting into directions
and relations with each
other (phwooerr
misslis) that make sub-
sequent tricks diffi-
cult-Naturally, Prof.
Twirlibits, aka. Mr
Brolly, B, has the
answer, Pay attention
at the back there and
he‘ll-tell you. Take it

away, Brendan.
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THE BRIGHTON
JUGGLING STORE

WE STOCK:
HENRY'S
BEARD
SPOTLIGHT
MISTER BABACHE
DUBE
GRIFFINE
SEMCYCLES
D.M.
PASHLEY
GRIMAS
RENEGADE
& MUCH MUCH
MORE!!!

FREE CATALOGUE
AVAILABLE

LARGE SHOP TO
TRY PROPS

24 Kensington Gardens, Brighton,
East Sussex; BN1 4AL
Tel: (0273) 696068 Fax: (0273) 679388

Academy of Circus Arts
and Physical Theatre

dia

sional training in ¢
and pericrmance

Auditions for entry o
1985/496 One Year
Intensive Circus,
Performance &
Devising Skifls

Course and Three
Month Foundation
Course are being held in
March, May and July. The
audition dates i

Open Days. w

used by anyone ¢

range of differer

the guidance of Circomedia |
tutors

circome

Judges to choose
the Best Six Performances
\
% ®
‘@, ©
FINAL CONCERT TO PICK WINNER

IN. MARKET SQUARE
SATURDAY EVENING

SUBSTANTIAL CASH PRIZES

CAMPING AVAILABLE

- L=
o 57
N

f 2 N
Il : 24 m \ Iﬁ\l': el
— X Fia 8

i oY =

Send Details: Dick Dixon

13 Styvechale Avenue Earlsdon, Coventry, CV5 6DW
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DIGGING UP THE ARCHIVES

THE DRAUGHTSMEN'S CON-TRICK

Robert Houdin wasprebably the greatest stage magician of all time. No less than
Houdini named himself in homage. The following is an éxtract from Secrets of
Conjuring and Magie(1868) from out of Pearse Halfpenny’s bortomless top
hat, in which the master(Houdin, not Halfpenny) talks through the reality of some of
his illusions. That's kim thrown out of The Magic Circle. then.

The Marvellous Equilibrium.

The figure following will assist in mak-
ing my explanation clear. On coming
forward, | exhibited to the spectators a
malacea cane with an ivory knob.This
cane had, according to custom, near the
handle a hole to carry a tassel, which hole
in the present instance was used to sus-
pend it by. To that intent, I passed
through the hole a sharp iron wire at-
tached to an upright resting on a_fook
The cane was thus maintained in acondi-
tion of extreme mobility.

I next showed the company, with a
request to examine them, a few boxwood
and ebony draughtsmen. The inspection
being completed, I balanced one ofthese
draughtsmen on the knob of the cane;
upon this I placed another, then another,
till ar last I had a pile of half a dozen. On
this tottering structure [ delicately placed
an ordinary wine-glass brimful of wine,
the complete arrangement being faith-
fully represented in this figure.

By rocking the cane a little, I showed
that the slightest movementgwould de-
stroy the general equilibrium.“And vet,
notwithstanding, taking a flat iron rule
and directing my stroke by means of the
horizontal guide which formed the top of
the support, [ gave a smart cut through
the column from the right of the second
draughtsman. This latter was thereby
removed without the symmetrical ar-
rangement of the pile being dispdrbed,
the only change being thac the third
draughtsman took the place of thesec-

O

b
—_

ond, and thos¢ above descended verti-
cally to the extent of the space thereby
left vacant. I continuedsthe removal of
the men, striking always.in the same
place, to thesvery-lase.one, when one
dratightsman only was left on the cane to
support the glass:

This trick preduced an extraordinary
effect. | muscadmiig however, thacwhen-

ever | performed it, certain though 1
was of success, | felr always desper-

| ately nervous until it was well over.

Now afew words of explanation as to
the solution of this precey lictle prob-
lem.

The supposed walking-stick was of
iren; painted in imitation of malacca
cane, T hedraughtsman which I placed
next upen the ivory knob, and which
had not been examined by the public,
had indts centre a little cylindrical
cavity. From the top of the ivory knob,
unknown to the spectators, I pushed
out, by means of a sliding stud,a little
iron pointexactly fitting the hole in the
draughtsman, thus forming solid foun-
dation for the remaining draughtsmen
to test upon.

With this introduction, the reader
will readily comprehend what follows.
Thedraughtsman is driven out by the
iron rule with such rapidity that it pro-
duces noeffectwhareveron those above
it, thanks to cthe wis inertiae caused by
the weight of the glass. The supposed
cane itself, by reason of its real weight,
also resists the shock from similar
causes.

(Thereis aprertry little drawing-room
trick which'depends on the same prin-
ciple: you hold the thumb upright, bal-
ance a card horizontally upon it, and
upon this place a tolerably heavy coin.
Yougivera sharp fillip to the card in a

| horizontal direction, whenthe card flies

off, leaving the coin undisturbed.)

kel
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THE CIRCUSSPACE
CABARET

27,28,29 January SOLD OUT 4 February SOLD OUT
18 February SOLD OUT 4 March SOLD OUT 18 March
SOLD OUT 1 April SOLD OUE . 15April SOLD OUT

SO BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR

Saturday 29 April: Todd Cody sensational cowboy skills yee-ha,
Martin Mall amazing German diabelist, Nik-Weston groovy trapeze,
Mitsy cat with attitude, Sarah-Jean, Toby and Nigel swing string
thing , Fabrega-Fernando 70s hipsters

Saturday 13 May: Chris Lynam & Friends musiga/ /unacy, Sue
Brent & Rhythm Section pumping cloudswing; Concussion bungees
& trapeze, Stevie Spangle peculiar, Dave Thompson compere

Saturday 27 May: John Lee supreme fool, Matt Costain wizz on a
trapeze, More acts to be announced

Saturday 10 June: Haggis and Charlie juggling supremos
(whatever they are), Flying Trapeze, More:acts to be announced

Saturday 24 June: Green Gift briliant German fuggling double act,
Sobrepera renowned Spanish archestra conductor, More acts to be
announced

BOOKINGS & CREDIT CARD SALES 0171 613 4141

NB All details subject to confirmation at time of placing advert and subject to change

COURSES

2 year BTEC Course in
Performing Arts : Circus

This full time course, starting in September, offers the best all
round introduction to a career in circus and related areas in Britain
today. And as an accredited educational course it costs just £800 a
year for those aged 19 and overand is FREE to'those under 19.
Phone for further details and an application form.

From Playing to Performance

9 week course from May 1 to Juné 30 with Gerry Flanagan and Rick
Zoltwoski of CommotioniyGall for leaflet

" Diabole Mini-Convention

The annual opportunity for diabolists to gather and exchange tricks
Sunday 30 April from 11am - 4pm £5.00

THE CIRCUS SPACE, CORONET STREET, LONDON, NI 6HD

(Old Street Tube) Tel: 0171613 4141 Fax: 0171 729 9422
PS Come along to our Tuesday & Sunday juggling workshaps 7-10pm £3

Now which was whiclhl, again? Luke.and Lucy - Jugglestruck. pic: Adrian dohn

JUGGLESTRUCK PROFILE

I've been jugdling for six years and met Lucy
in 1991 at the Bristolguggling convention. She
could only juggle a three ball cascade but I
immediately recognised her talent and locked
her in a room for twenty four months letting her
out only to.appear-at-the European Juggling
Convention in Leeds and to start ‘Jugglestruck’
in February 1993

When we started Jugglestruck we both packed
in our daytime jobs and went professional im-
mediately - quite a challenge considering we
only had two showsmunder our belts. A feature
in the paper, @n ad in Yellow Fages and we
became the talk.of the village féte.

We now spend most of the summer doing shows
for councilggandsfairssetc. as well as a lot of
work for Croissant Neuf Circus with our green
show. Schools are big business in winter.

Jugglestruck i8 possibly the most interesting
thing that has happened tofme. When we started
I had no idea how inuch money five balls and a
‘Paul Daniels magic set could make - almost
enough in fact te keep Floss, Lucy's new horse,
without whom we would by now be rich.

APRIL - MAYW985 ISSUE 13 VOL 1
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The basic steal.

The most common mistake when stealing
three balls is for the *victim’ not to acknowl-
edge that the ‘thief’ is about to comnit the
crime. Both people have lo acl as one even
though the desired effect might be quite the
opposite. When practising it is useful to-have
an odd coloured ball so the victim:knows
which ball is going to be grabbed first.

@ "

AHIEF vIicTIM

The thief must always aim to steal the ball that is
nearest (o him. He sidles up 1o the viclim and with
his right hand daintily plucks ball @ when it peaks.

s

Nexl, liis left hand strelchas across the body of the
victim and grabs ball @ al ils peak.

: e

“®
Golly, the crime of the century is almost done! The
victim must now throw ball g oul lowards the Ihief.
This is important. This last throw [ransfers the entire

three ball cascade o the space occupied by Lhe
thief, otherwise the thiel is left trying (o juggle the

balls inn front of the viclim's body.
©®

e ©
Ball @ is thrown lowards [he thief who calelies il
in the right hand, thus starting his own cascade.
The viclim is so impressed he gives up his wallel
without a fight.

... WHAT

Four ball pistons.

This trick is also very effective with clubs. Person A
stands directly in front of B. A has three balls, iwo
i the right hand, while B has one ball held in the
lefl. Aslarts to juggle with the right hand. The first
wao balls Ihrown travel in a normal cascade but ball
&@is throwninaverticalline lo the right at the same
time as B throws ball (O with the lefl hand in a
vertical line on A's lefl.

: A
©
N /\/é

T
S

&

©
0
£

As soon as B has done INis e has 1o sway back in
order to calch ball @ in his right hand. This he
thtows back up into the air before once again
reaching for ball O .In facl, the sole duty of B is
tosmile a lot, sway fromsidedo side and caich and
Iheaw first ball @ then ball 0.

(&)

£ @
@
2 e ™ U
S S
e a A
A has lo remember that every time he calches @
or O he does not threw it back inte the cascade
paitern bul throws il ina vertical lineltp the oulside
of Ihe pallern,
Balls @ and @ are never intercepled by B.
This Irick looks far more complicated than it aclually
is. It you can'l find a pariner lo do it with lry using
bouncing balls. Theoretically A should notice no
difference - instead of balls @ and O being caught
by B they bounce once and return 1o the pallern.
Scary huh,

Five ball drop.

OK. We've had'side by side and one in fronl of the
olher, so now we'll have one on Lap of the other,
In Ihis paltern A kneelsdown and juggles a normal
cascade bul every third theow is @high one (o B
who substitutes il for another ball,

B stands with a black ball in-each hand. A kneels
down in front with theee balls, oneblack and two
white. He throws the blackball fivst from the right,
diagonally and up to B. He (hen carries on cascad-
ing the two white balls..Baeaches his right hand
across his body and @s the black hall approaches
he drops his ball inloA's left iand, abthe same time
as he catches lhe upemmniug balk

&NYQU

Two-person routines used to
stick to simple club passing
- but we've all seen that
now;eh? - in fact all Catch
readers know all about how
to'do it too... Impressive
duo_shows now need to work
together in a far more
dynamic manner - and
among the best at this on
British stages right now is
Jugglestruck. Here Luke of
that ilk lets you in on a few
of their intimate interactive
secrets. But doesn’t
unfortunately let on how
they get their hair and
smiles to look the same.

S

6.

A, on calching B's ball in his left

hand innnediately throws il diago-

nally up and this time B intercepts

it with his left hand, dropping the
ball thal was (here into A's righl

e e

O J hand.
— A

®
7 | e
AlbA has lo-dais lo throw every
black ball high and remember 1o
keep (he while balls low while B
just has-lo subslilute every black ‘
ball that gets thrown up. &
o

fick Iry joining Dateline.

If yourcan'tind a partner for this \_O

~ SKILLS
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& ) 2nd WESSEX
‘ JUGCLING
CONVENTION

le=2 July 199

Juggle until
T your arms go
%Al "all'wobbly and

)
|

N ()
k‘\. -.

= still have
J change out of
J NG .
CORYEXTION £10.25*
Send your cheque; nar'ble to .
'WESSEXJUGGLING.CONVENTION', for > L
£10.00 each (£5.00 for.under 16's) to: CIRCUSTUFF books ‘are available from good retailers and
Malcolm lloyd Frome.Community (‘.'»"ege distributors aroundthe werld, or direct from CIRCUSTUFF.
r A '

Bath Road, F S BA11 2HQ P&P free in Europe
ath Road, Frome, Somerset, 83\Uist Rd, Glerfothes, Fife, KY7 6RE, United Kingdom.

* 25p change. Fax/Tel (01592) 620711 Internet: circustuff@almac.co.uk
URL http://www.demon.co.uk/circustuff/

THE DOWNUNDER

< A
oomerang Importers & Distributors
\ 5 1 At
L.

00 ONIAVHL

Foy Boomeranss-of-every type!
Call for Catalogue & Price list.

3 Camberwell Commercial Centre,
22 Lomond Grove.,. Afondon SES 7HN
TelO17 W277 2200; F@&ix OTF1 277 2877




ZIPPO’S ACADEMY

“Run away to the Circus”

(ZACA} It was all there - training, pcrf()rfn
ing, touring, exciting times with other cireus
folk, and a NVQ diploma at the end'of the
course. Yours for a mere two grand plus
twenty pounds to attend the auction. Bar-
gain.

Last year the auditions had been free, but
having 150 peop]r apply to try made spotting
the real potential in the crowd far from easy.
This year the decision to charge cut the
number of applicants to fifty and brought an

increase in skill standard to such antextent

that they are now able to drop the planned

induction course for the final six entrants.
I wavelled up to London’s Circus Space for

the one day audition with Kris, a juggler and

stilt walker from Swansea and oneof this

year’s hopefuls. His involvement in" circus
since learning to juggle in 1991 includes
working with Circus Eruption, teaching circus

skills, UV performance and fire jugglingina

London fetish club!

Sunday morning at ten and Kris was feeling
alittle craggy. He blamed lack of sleep due to
‘performance anxiety’
till the early hours on Saturday night. Oh
well, nothing a few cups of struug coffee
couldn’t curel!

Eightpeoplewereauditioned in front of the
wall-to-wall mirrors in the Circus Spagé Stu-
dio - and in front of Richard Cuming (Course
Director), Verena Cornwall (manager and
sponsorship director), and Mike Wright (aerial
and dance tutor). Early in the session they
talked aboutthe financial implications;which
is what puts a sizeable number of people off
considering courses in the first place. There
are options - a Career Development Loan,
some grants available from Regional Arts
Boards - anyene unemployed for over six
months could carry on claiming inconiesup-
port as the course qualifies for Employment
Training.

Richard then asked if anyone wanted to
show their individual skills at this peint - they
had all enthusiastically ticked ‘Yes, [ want to
do a five minute performance piece’ on the
application form. Maybe it was too early on
a Sunday to feel the same enthusiasm. There
were no takers.

So straight in to a warm-up and a session of
ice-breaking games. Howmany differentways
can you introduce yourself to other members
of the group? “Hello, I'm Kris” said Kiis
several times in several styles while Verena
captured it all on video for later dissection
and discussion on group dynamics, team
work, ete.

Next try-outs on the static trapeze. Only two™

of the group had previous experience of
trapeze, butafter a little instruction everyone
was expected to try. Up until now I’d been
feeling mildly envious of them all and-felg
sure that “with a bit more pragtise” 1 too
could have filled in the application form and
attended the audition. This was the point at
which 1 decided to stick to writing. Being
presented with a rope and being asked to
climb it is my own personal nightmare, as.a

prompted the
leaflet from Zippo's Academy of Cifeus Arts

- | blamed_paxtying,

THE SCHOOL SHOW-UFFS

'Higher Education of Circus Skills in this country
has come along way in the last couple of years - in
particular, the different programmes and estab-
lishments offering full-time/eourses. Over the next
fewissues, asand when itseems appropriate, we’re
going to be looking at life in these schools for fools
- starting'with the first bit- The Audition. If you
ever wondered whether you were up to it, read on
- our writers had just thé same doubts.

c:lu.b«s winger and occasional juggler I prefer
actiyities that keep my feet firmly on the
ground. Zippo's, however, is big on aerial
work.

After a shortbreakithe day progressed with
group games, clowning and pratfalls, basic
acrobatics, mime and dance (wot? no jug-
gling?). Although there wasa definite feeling
of being watched, the overall atmosphere
was relaxed and nofreompentive, with eve-
ryone being given sufficientencouragement
ta perform to the bestof their abilitics. By
the end of the day stress levels were down
and confidence levels up and they were all
now willing to demonstratétheir individual
talents - juggling, clowning, magic, singing
and acro-balanee. Kris' specialities were

.-_s_ti_ltadancix_gg-qu}ﬁskmg&irgp finish, which

is exactly as it sounds, a loud thudding
landingonto both (well-padded)knees. Don’t
try this at home, folks.

Butwasit enough to get him on the course?
Two places had already gone at an earlier
audition and thére were two more audinions
after this. What exactly were ZACA after?
VerenawaslookingforanGpenness tolearn-
ing, the ability to work with others, commit-
ment and enthusiasm. Richard was inter-
ested in clowning and performance apti-
tude and Mike wanted people capable of
tackling the aerial work. Having your own
van would apparentlyalso be an advantage,
as the 6 places could then be streiched to 8
if extra accommodation wasn’t necded.

Another semisleepless night [you seem re-
markably well informed on the young man’s
sleeping habits, Kate <] and the ‘phone call
came the next morning: *“Congratulations -
we'd like tooffer you ‘a place on the cowse
starting on May 1st.’ Nowall he has to worry
about is fmdlng dhertwogiand. ..

CIRCOMEDK

The first thingl rememberabout the work-

shop-audition: dav at Circomedia wasbeing

made to feel welcome. | had wound myself
up into a real state of anxiety. Friends told
me I’d be fine but [ wasn’t canvinced, | had
visions of everyone else being brilliant at
everything, slick at auditioning and with

vand helped us get to

buckets of performing experience. My knees
were jellyas | walked through the gates, butthis
smallstriking woman canie up, hand extended
in greeting, and cheerfully announced **Hi,
I’m Helen, vou must be Cathy”. Circomedia are
not interested in inumidating people or mak-
ing them feel inadequate. The whole tone of
the day was one of fun and encouragement. It
turned out that everyone else was just as nerv-
ous and daunted. Wewere all in thesame boat,
some skills already (muinly juggling), a
few people had performed, and we all
had an interestinlearning and training.
A few sillywarm up games

like *musical chairs’ soon &
relaxed the atmosphere

know each other. The
workshops whizzed by and it was clear 42§
we were being observed - not in a 1
critical way. As wx.ll asitbeinga L.ham,e
to wlmwwh.xr we could and couldn

do it was an opportunity for Lln.m

to see what we mlght be capable of ;<;~

- and that is the point of a course

like this in the first place. My own } %H,??’i
main worry was that | wouldn’t T s
have the strength and stamina to &
cope withrall the physicul stuff. It was
& very energetic day but | got through it all -
and vowed to start getting {it and stop being a
slob. It was a chance also to get to know
Circomedia and the various teachers - giving a
year over to something like this, it’s important
tohaveaclear picture of what you’ll be dealing

“with. Looking back now, it was a good way to

introduce what it’s all about.

Theneame the bit we’d all been dreading. It
was astrange experience doing my ‘piece’ to an
audience of just three - Bim Mason, Helen
Crocker and Haggis Mcleod. Strange, but not
nearly as awful as I'd imagined. The interviews
were serious. As well as talking about myself
and why I wanted to do the course, Bim and
Helen outlined very clearly the commitment
needed - | think that's the most important
thing.

Tf?}'*ﬁu’re'-wonderi.ng whether you're up to it
all, don’t. Come and find out. You’ll probably
surprise yourself, like | did, and find you have
a lot more going than you realised.

Cathy Jones
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IVIN NINOOTH

You're all bloomin' mad, you ol. I'sfiol news -
we've known this for some time, bul uniil re-
cently hadn'l realised the full enormity of iL. Our
concern for your well-being decided us on a
projecl. First we specially selected a complelely
incomprehensible piclure from Lhe exiensive
Ashman Cabinel of Curiosities. The resulling
compelilion entries were subjecled o an analy-
sis related to Lthe psychologists’ Rorschach Tes!
- you know, where you gel shown a formless (or
is it?) ink-blot and are asked lo describe what it
is you see - by the eminent loony authority Dr.
Ziggy Friiud. His comments are a chilling indict-
menl on the craze that is threalening the sanily
of our nation’s youlh. Or somelhing.

The most common hallucination was the baked polalo.
Sufferers include Mall Woodward of Leeds, Billy
Carter (Miss)of Tregaron, Byied;and Trever Pearce-
Jones of Slough. Dr. Frdud comments “The potalo is
the unconscious mind, buried below ground, occasion-
ally emerging into the light and frequenily worm:
ridden. The patients have an obsessive fear of revealing
their Irue intentions or perhaps appearing naked in
public. Or maybe they were hungny.”

Another frequent problem is manifestinihe illusion of
shoe-shining (for our younger readers, this was some-
thing people used lo do ralher (han buying a new pair
of lrainers every week). Alistair Clunnie of Warwick,
whose crawling lo the judges was something both fine
and palhetic lo behold, is anexampleof this syndrome.
Dr. Frédud diagnoses lhal “These neurolics have a
pathological need Lo appear neal and lidy at all limes
and spend a fortune on Lazdazelrousess. They love lo
see paople ina subservien! position kneeling iniron! of
hem. In realily they are usually slobs.”

A parlicularly serious phenomenan wés Ihe combina-
lion syndrome, where parlicularly neurolic individuals
saw a variely of bizarre elemenls in whalglet's face 1,
was a perfeclly normal picturer Amy Phillips of
Elstree should reporl lo her logal psychialiic oul-
patients for combining the shoe-shining halluciiation
willt lllusions of boiled eggs. As Dr- Fréiud noles;
"Boiled Egg' sounds like “Boil your head™ and this is
whal the subjecl aclually wishes lo do. She |s a danger
to hersell and others.” A varialion on combinations
syntlrome was exhibiled by Pele Twigg of Doncasler,
who saw shoeshining and imaginary celebrifies, in
this case Michael Jackson moonwalking. Several
readers exhibiled his worrying trait and Jacko (“mad
himsell™ - as Dr. Fraud lost no lime in poinling oul -
“lakes one 10 know one | always say”) was the inos!
Trequent fanlasy figure, though ong unforlunate, Philip
Smilh of Driffield, Yorkshire, is haunted by bolh Tany
Blackburn and Noel Edmunds, “A double haliticina-
lion of this sorl is particularly Iragic in one so vaung .
Dr. Fraud was obviously upsel. "Excessive pop radio
during Ihose delicale formalive years, and far loo much
timawalching lelevisioninslead of reading long difficull

and expensive books like Ihe
ones whal | wrile, are lo blame.
The rool of 1his lype of hallugina-
lion is that the sufferer is basi-
cally an insignificant lillle nerd
who imagines themselves in the
company of famous psycholic
daviants."

More difficull are the cases who
axhibiled absolutely no humour
and lhus no excuse for (heir
ramblings. Chris Lewis of Ep-
som “may yel grow oul of il",
according lo an oplimislic Dr.
Friud; Nigel -Moore sof
Sidmoulh ( ‘preasefindenclosed
hsoprizewining enlriesloryour
mastwornderfillcaplioneoites!”
indged!)may be lesstucky; “This
young man needs a good whip-
ping” was Dr. Fréud's clinical
PIOgNosis,

Afewslightly more level-headed
people decided hal the object was a glowing hol juggling
ball of some sorl, which is whal you were supposed-lo
thimk, revealing themsalves as subject lo fils of whal
psychologists call Boringus Prediclicabiliissimus‘so thal
lhe rest of us can'l understand them. Nick Willis of
Macclesfield suffers this condition (i quile liked the bil
aboul the one-ball endurance avent but the rest of Ihe
judges were hard lo please), as does someone from
Newbury wha is subconsciously rejecting e Calch by
refusing lo gel iblegether 1o write in on lime - though the
W index card was a navelwist. Dr. Fraud is currenlly
wriling a book on your case. Play.Ihe res! of your cards’
right and you could be famous.

Possibly the most iwisted neurolic of Ihe lot is lhe no-
longer-ale (ie. probably a zombie) Karen Parker of
Huddersfield, whoseenlry aclually referred lo hallucina-
lions (of flying purple elephanls) and who wanted 10
win fourth prize. Well there's good news, bad news and
worse news, Karen, You did win Tourth prize, but Ethel
Ihe Duekhias apparenily eateiihe lol, and Dr. Fréud is
reporting you lo the narcotics squad.

Prizes proper go lo Donald ‘*him again® Grani in
Monireal, whose polalo jokes (see above for analysis),
aspecially "Shall [ wrap it up for you, sir?" were judged
bes! of a-badoland winhima Bizarre Baffler,
which is a fiendish puizele and quile coincldentally light
enough for us lasend lo Canada. Dr. Fréud thinks you're
probably Just gaing through a phiase, Donald. You should
gel oul more. :

The suspiciously-named Humilo & Psylocibe of
Bridlinglon gel secondiprize, ase! of three Bizarre
Juggling audiballs, those bright and jangly
things thal are going lo be a big hit on sireel and stage
up there in Yorkshive unlil everyone goes deal. And it'll
be yoor faull. Thelreontribulion had two high points:

PTION CONTEST

“One Namegrilled MachellT™ Burger with Friars, your
Majesly"and “Old King Cole vwas ... sadisiic old fart"had
the CACCCQComeler swinging lo (he grin position. Dr,
Fréaud was-impressed thal your enlry exhibited lhe
symplomsofall the syndronmas included above and would
Itke to interest you in an ECT programme. While we're
thereabouls, i ralher liked anolher ex-winner's caplion,
John Davies of Bolion (who has a pair of fans in H&P

Aheredy“They all suspected thial Ravinond would be very

anmoyed when he found oul thal irigd by live was nol part

ai-the rorial initation ceremcny lor Ye Olde Trick and

Praglical doke Crub”, bul Ihe other judges didn'l, In fact

(hay Ihought 1l was far too long-winded. So you den'l win

anylhing. So Ihere.

:g{ § ? The real winner, suor-lo-be-proud-owner of
D, //3 that lovely Bizarre Juggling
ai”  IMohican Madhat wilh fire-lorch

allachmenls is Ashby-de-da-Zouch's mosl
astule resident Mark George, who toyed wilh Ihe egg-
and-spoon gag which a few of you fried (“infantile

reversiol™says Dr. Friud), Mirted wilth the idea of a

Mohican Madjockstrap which we're now
having specially built for lhe next parson lo draw innu-
endo oul.ef our innocent compelilions (0K, Innuando we

‘dont faugh al) - “obviously a closel seli-mulilalor” ob-

serves our pel psychologist (ihat's ger'pel’ ralher than a
shrink forpels, you understaind), “be careful lo keep him
away from sharp obijects" - even dreamed of barbecued
snake - “see whal | mean?” screamed poor Ziggy, “gal
thissmansinean ambulance!” - but finally flioped with
“Evenvbiody agreed that Mlired’s skirtwas loo shortand i
had lo die. " This last was so leN-field we had lo let it win.
Dr. Frditid became most agitaled by this last and insisled
thal Mark was nel only an eviden! psychopalh bul actually
oulside the door, aboul 1o come and kill him, He had 1o be
taken home by his friends in heir white van,

e

OO [
B LR

OK. Get your-thinking=madcaps on for this one. Punch
1935. Well worlh your altention 'cos the prizes on Ihis are
grade ona goodies. Third: a pair of Oddballs Swinging
Torches, furned irom wood wilh a nice round knob on (he
end, neat thin necks and monsler wicks on the end. Neat,
Nealer still, the Second prizewinner gels lo sel pulses going
willia sel of three Oddballs Falchion Knives, really
vicious-looking things with a nasly poini (or even lwo) apiece,
something like a machele and dead dangerous. Just wha i
need for doing the garden. Nealest of Ihic lol, though, is the
First Prize; a matched sel of Oddballs DevilStick and
FireDevil which have'lop &groovy laser decorations on
them, silver mi'ticoloured refracting lines thal give a stun-
ning rainbow:effect-when spun fast in propeller and other
tricks. Plus a pair of Silicon Handsticks almos! as an
aflerthought. Ace! Smart new gear for smarl people. Belter
than mad gear for mad peeple, obviously. IT you all gel
yotrselves put away who are we going 1o sell magazines lo?
Musl do betler!
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IN THE HOME

Clubs: With eleciric bulbs inside, they make attractive Christmas lights - all-
weather, too!

¢ “~Clubs: Chop off the top for @ wine decanter or tulip/rose vase

Keep a club under the bed for burglars - when
they sneak in, ask ‘em if they pass
clubs and they'll run a

\ mile!
: 90 e Fire Club: Mediaeval-style home
C \ lighting

Fire Clubs: Dish Mops / Bottle
Cleaners

Fire Balls: Wonderful re-useable
fire-lighters,

Cigar Box: cut one open, put,a
hinge on it - then«you can keep
cigars in it.

Cigar boxes stack to make a
table, just the Hght size for the
children. Combined with & Rola-

*Bola as a seat you have a portable
children’s suite. And then they
can use them for building blocks
after tea.

Rings: a unique round picture

e ]

—
T L [

FHE  frame
Diabolo: unblocking the sink or: unscrew the two halves and use thesticks and
string to make a useful pair of scales. You could use beanbags for weights.

x4 Diabolos n;ake attractive holders for

A

those round candles,

They are also excellent containers for all
those screws, buttons, ping & foreign
coins you never know what t0 do with.
Unicycle:dnvert and turn into a wind
power generator

Using a diabolo as a pulley, we have
designed a power-generation system with
which to run model railways, computer
games, etc., to keep the kids fitwhile they:
play. '

A giraffe unicycle is jolly useful for
painting ceilings. Mind that:stairwellly
Walking globes are invaluable in the

hete for leoking on high shelves and on
top of cupboards.

£y O Lo

’ IS THERE LIFE.
BEYOND THE DUSTBIN ?

Of gourse you all consistently
support our friends in the Jug-
gling»lrade by buying all the
new gear you read about In
The Catch But what do you
do with. your old props? By
popular demand (it's about time
we did something popular), we
presént an extended version of
our exclusive Top Tips feature
(exclusively nicked from Vigz,
thatds). It's D1's fault, she made
us de. It.

Cartoons by
Robbie.
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SPORTS & GAMES, HOBBIES
Clubs: Fishing floats (now which clubs would be best?) Luminous
ones too! [diabolo wishes to point out that s/he considers fishing a
biood sport]

Fire Clubs: take up Semaphore for fun and profit!
Rings: Frames for embroidery

Bouncing Balls: make your own/ National Lottery
gamel

A Unicycle with a few adjustments makes a fine
spinning wheel

Clubs +Balls = skittles!

When you've finisiied mouth ]uggllng and tbouncing

ping-pong balls, there's an excellent Wne you c‘égplay
Those tennisracketsmight come in t&eful too

3 S :-_'—5'."-"“

TRAVEL. MOTORING, GAMPING

Never lose your keys again with a full-size jugglmg club _keg.ﬁib
Especlallg useful for boat owners. Exeepl; if you've already used the clubs
fof wine deeanters, etc.

Balls: Protective covarmg for tent pegstostopiyou hurting yourself on them (NB
Pipparactually does this)

Rings: Protective toilet seats for usefat festivals:

Competition Kites ate jolly good for holding your
tent up with while you're trying to get the poles sorted
out, Ot all the time in Wales.

A unicycle can be a
lot of help with heavy
suitcases

Or a winch for the

back of your truck .I_?Iate + Devil Stlck —.portahle stool. (can anyone do the three-

" legded version?)
Devil Stick + cigar box = travelling table for caravans, etc.
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FASHION, PERSONAL

Balls: Stuffing in clothes (blouse;
leather trousers, etc.) for that ul-
tra sexy look

All props make memorable novglty
earrings

Scarves: You could always wear
them... g

Ex-magicians need never run outeof

attractively-coloured handkerchiefs.

again

Diabolo: The two halves make an»

instant Madonna impersonatn

B

—— - A e

— Gl L

Or ear-muffs

A spinning plate makes a stylish
hat for those rainy days

A ball grasped firmly between the
knees is an excellent and medicallY»
benign female contraceptive.

BETS

Fire Clubs are used mn all
gaod zoos as Cotton Buds
for elephants

‘Balls: dogs are said to be
fond of them

A top hat makes a sur-
prisingly roomy rabbit
‘hutch
Diabolo: An exercise S
‘wheel for two gerbils at
once!

Ring s - Hula-Hoops for Hamsters

FOR THE OLDER READER

Clubs: A wooden leg with a jaunty modern look to it.

.Diabolo Tie the string between.the two halves todnake an'excellent hearing-aid. The sticks
«would do to poke at those-annoying. young people getting In your way in the post office /

registration queue.

MISCELLANEOUS

Madhats are bemgusedtas,esti{ar fire down the mines now they can't use canaries any more.

Er.. A YoYo makes an excellent pendulum for @& grandfather clock. Maybe.(we can't do

anything with YoYos at the best of times)

THE CATCH

Buy more copies and back issues_, save them up and go on Antiques Roadshow when you'te

IS THERE [IFE..
ONGBHE BESTBIN?

eml can’t think of any more...
pethaps our readersicaniwrite in with some more...
[locksat the letters page S'they already have! - astounding!]

the best suggestions will be... shamelessly plagiarised and their authors
subjected to gratuitouspillorying if they complain.

-
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NEWS

ALL THE LATEST
RECORDS

The Juggling World Record attempt at Wem-
bley was a success in that it managed a
rumoured 892 simultaneous cascades, a veri-
table Neverthriving of jugglers (which is the
collective noun for jugglers if Paul from Freaks
Unlimited is to be believed - ie. not), Our man
on the spot Namron, the cldest swinger in
town, said the organisation was a little on the
chaotic side and there may have been as
many as 1200 there (some from quite far
away). Methinks we'll have to wait for the
official word on that one. What happened in
Scotland? Anyone know? - we assume a jolly
good pub was had by ‘all But ag far as
' certificated records go, the current holder is

juggling's Mr High Numbers Haggis MclLeod,
who broke the record at Glastoenbury (er, with
afew of his friends]) but only got the certificate
last month so we didn't know in time for last
issue when we were taking the piss. Haggis
is also reportedly very eagerto win the record
back for Glastonbury so you'd betterall get up
on time this time.

FLYING CIRGUS HITS
SCANDINAVIA

The Catch deal on flights to the Euro Conven-
tion is a wallet-enhancing £181 for adults,
£131 for under-12s. The price includes a
coach from the airport to the convention (and
even back again), airport tax, and maybe
more... Theflight leaves Heathrow at 10.10am,
on Friday 11th August, the return flight has
not yet been confirmed but should be Friday
18th, maybe Saturday. We're working on a
group deal for insurance if you're interested.
Priority will be given to those who first con-
tacted us - if you wanna add yourself to the
baggage get in touch as soon as possible.

STATE SECRETS:

a letter from NoFit State Circus

As you know we arenot touring in the big top
this summer. A lack of fundingandaneed to
sit back and assess the last ten years and the
future are the main reasons for decision. We
have been keeping busy though and various
other projects are being undertaken;

1. Kalaf's Quest - working with the education
department of the Welsh National Opera and
200 members of the Bristol community to
present a circus opera - to be performed at
Colston Hall Bristol from 19-21 April. Anyone
interested in taking part - there may still be
openings - get in touch.

2. Autogeddon - A Multimedia interactive
arts project based on a peem by Heathcote

Williams using circus; dance, music, theatre

and visual art. Autogeddon is a brutal exami-
nation of the car cult and the price we pay to
keep death on the roads. Performances are as
part of the Cardiff Summer Festival from 29th
July to 2nd August. Anyone interested in
taking part? Get in touch.

3. "A Midsummer Nights Scream” - taking
inspiration from Shakespeare's classic play
{now that's a novel idea -dj NoFit State will
warp and distort it into something moving
and amusing, funny and flippant. The com-
pany are planning a UK theatre tour - starting
November 1995. (must be getting fragile in
our old age - no moere mud and caravans)
The show is booking now - keep an eye out
in The Catch for tour dates.

4. A possible tour from March 1996 with the
Welsh National Opera.

5. Summer 1996 - hopefully back to the great
outdoors touring -a'traditional style NoFit
Show in the big top.

With respect torfunding - no we haven't
sorted things out - we still get bugger all -
and like most circus in this country probably
never will- However, as the old saying goes,
don't let the bastards grind you down!
NoFit State - 01222 488734 - PO Box 238
Cardiff CF2 1X8.

PICTURES PAINTED

Psst... wanna be in a picture book? The
International Book of Clowns wants to collect
pics of and details aboutall the clowns in the
world, as the nameimplies. And it won't cast
you, though it looks like it helps if your
picture is good. Send for the application form
to Renoire Publishing, PO Box 574, Salemy;
NH 03079 USA. tel, +603 893 3560, Internst
renoire@aol.com.

KIDS FOR FAME

Springboard Stage Awards 1995: What do
you mean your child isn't in it yet? We don't
hold with that “Don't put your daughter on
the stage'' malarky, the Ashman juniors are
all out there earning good money on the
variety circuit in proper Jackson 5 style and
baby diabolo hagteintroduced the petomane
act to a waiting world on national cable TV,
Now it's the turn of your darlings. If they're
aged 7-14 or 15-18 and'sickeningly talented,
find the entry form elsewhere in this mag and
follow the instructions carefully, You owe
them at least that. What kind of a parent are
you? The 'competition is to be held at the
Norwich Convention, the prizeis £100 and a
coveted slot at a Cireus Space Cabaret. Every
finalist gets a prize from Beard too.

CAT CALL

Calling all aerialists! Skinning the Cat have
had the idea of trying to establish a network
of aerialists to try and make getting in touch
with each other that little bit easier.

It wouldn't be an agency, nor would there be
any registration fee - it's meant simply to be
a central point of contact where aerialists
couldigend their latest address to keep it on
file and make available to anyone wanting
details of other aerialists,

If you would like to be included on the
network please send the following details to
Skinning the Cat, Art Studios, Prospects Mills,
Thornton Road, Bradford, marked for the
attention of Ann Nicholls, Administrator:
Your name; name of group if applicable;
address (including postcode please); phone
and/or fax number.

No further details because there could be
millionsefthings you'd want toinclude - they
leave that up to you to find out from each
other!

No charge except please provide a stamped
addressed envelope (A4 size) when request-
ing information from the network.

AerNet: the aerialists’ network.

‘5'REAL!

Details are beginning to emerge on the acts
for the rather smart-looking Cirque Surreal
tour that we told you about last issue (and
who have taken out a big advert so we love
‘em twice as much). What we know so far is:
ClaudeLergun Miller, who developed a unigue
elasticrope act for the opening of the Alberville
Winter Olympics, has been working with
three gymnasts from the Cuban State Circus
School on a mind-boggling aerial routine that
involves brand new physical & technical
skills.

Straps, afantasy flying act from the Russian
State Circus with a mythologicaltheme acted
through it.

Aneight-piece group from the planet Mauvais
who go for an Archaos-like multi-skill attack
with some spectacular equilibristics & acro-
balance and out-there costumes

A mystical and mysterious Corde Lisse act,
one solo and one Cuban four-piece trapeze
act, a meditative hand-balancer... Rick
Wakeman if you're lucky (or not) - and his son
Adam otherwise. Dates; May 5-29 at Preston
Park Brighton, full tour to be announced in
next issue.

IT'S'THE CYBERMEN!

Circustulf are the latest to go all futurclogical
on us - they'veset up a World Wide Web page
(theones with pretty pictures as well as text)
topromote their extensive collection of books,
not all of which are by Donald Grant, and also
an online catalogue of equipment with colour
pics oh yes. You can find it .on http://
Www.dermon. co.uk/circusstuff/ if you're chip-
equipped,

Wot to be cutdone, there's a Catch home
page coming soon, detalls, er, when we've
worked them out.

CATCH THIS
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Paul Morocco with Olé!

(Paul, Antonia Forcione, Alessandro Russo)

areatmust-see. Paul’s one of the best and this show (akes juggling
lo piaces the others simply haven! dreamed of. And character
comedy, and flamenco and... Guitarist Antonia is worth the price
an his own....

Apr,11-13,18-23 Baltersea Arts Centre, London, Ffi tel. 0171223
2223 lickets £7 50/26.

Croissant Neuf Circus
Ringmistress’ Log:
Well, who'd have belleved It? - following our appeal for new acls
inthe Navamber issus we now have 243 members in tﬁatwua&
audiences are limited to 17 per show and when we're in convayt
measures 1.5 miles long... well not quitel]
And now the truth... many thanks to all the people who respanded
to our ad, we've have replies from all over the world (France,
America, New Zealand... Frome) and are now fully equipped with
Tent crew, Artistes, Children tamers and Body harmonists for the.
coming season, our ninth year, our busiest yel.
So, do come along and see us - we are offering a free entry to one
of aur shows for any Calch reader who, armed with a copy of the
first issue, walks up to us and says... “Hello, my name is .. and
I claim my free entry to ene of your shows", {Tms offerisonly valid
it the claimant is showering 7 albatross at the timell)
Apr20-22 British juggling convention (renegade stage)
May 12-14 Mid Wales folk festival, Newtown,

Powys (music stage)
May 18-21 Glabal futures exhibition, Nottingham

(Green Roadshow)
May 27-28 Liverpool (GRS) toc
Jun.3/4  Ashford, Kent (circus)
Jun.10{11 Ashford, Kent {GRS)
Jun.23-25 Glastonbury festival (GRS)
Jul1/2  London Borough of Southwark (GRS)
Jul.B9
Jul.15/16  Stafferd (circus)
Jul.22/23 Plymouth (GRS ) toc.
Jul, Hemel Hempstead (GRS)
Aug.1-11 ine, Gravesham (workshops) toe.
Aug 19 Abbey Park Music festival, Leicester

(music stage) tbe.
Aug.26/27 Burton-on-trent, Staffs (GRS)
Sep.8-10 Coombe Abbey Park folk festival,

Coventry (music stage)
Sep.17  Bodyshap family day, Steyning, West Sussex (cirous)
Sep.30-0ct.1 Malvern (GRS) the.

Festival of Fools:
stimmed-down but still vitall
May B-13 ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream' Redgrave Thealre
” Clifton Bristol 0117 574 3384
May 24/25 Foolproof Eveningal Window Art Centre, Bath, 01225

Gandini Juggling Project - caught - “stilL"/hanging..
Conceptually serious, visually stunning, challenging Skills-wise
-seg il
Mar28  Roda McGaw Theatre, Woking Dance Umbrelia
Apr8 Warkshop, Sutfolk Dance
Apr.10/14 Resldency, Durham
Apr10 Newton Aycliffe School, Spennymore,

County Durham
Apr.14  Bishop Auckiand Town Hall, County Durkam
May5  Uppingham Thealre
May 30-Jun.2 Residency, Wakefield
Jun.? Wakefield Theatre & Opera House
Jun.24-27 Zaarluls, Germany,

The Foolhardy Folk, The Vines, The Green, Caslon,
Attleborough, Norfolk NR17 108 Tel, 0953 483684,

Jolly and entertaining - make that ‘jolly entertaining'

Aprd Emneth

Aor.6 Feftwel

Apr.8 Castle Acre

Apr11  Grimsten

Apr.14  Denver

The workshops are at 4pm and the shows at 7om. The Line up
Includes Antens Anties (juggler), Julia and Simon (lrapeze and
acro balance), Sacred Flame (davil sticks and fire show) and of
course the Foolhardy folk (tumbling and slapstick)

Eclectic Pelican in, lcarus Naked with Feathers
Surrealist clown-based show with stilts and more...
Apr 4 Angles Centre, Wisbech (week?)

Apr22  Limelight Theatre, Aylesbury

kpr26  Grantham Guildhall

May4  Wolverhampton Arena

May5  Bowen West, Bedford

May9  Swindon Arls

May 12 Bury Met (N8 - this show only - 'The King's Player"
May 18  The Mill, Banbury

May20  Goole Arts Centre

May 22  Highlands and Islands {week?)

Coombe Abbay Park country fayre, Coventry (GRS) i

Jonathan Kay - King Fool

Apr.1-81 Workshop Laurieston Peaple's Cenlie 8 days
£250/2167

Apr 24=30 Performances Jonathan atthe Orlanda Fringe Festival
- schedule to be confirmed

ay /7 Performances, Bradiord Cartwright Halls:

Two afterncans of Jonathan intesacting with

Three Tables in Motion by Milo Garcia

Schaol for Fools Workshop, Winchester.

See Cafeh This Courses

Mike Ashcroft Company - Ropeman/Le Baton

Jul1-6

"Acrobalics, siapstick, clowning, modern dance, manic comedy

Mar30  Old Bull Arts Cenlre, Barnet (+workshop)
Mar 31 Waoughton Centre, Milton keynes

Apr.28  Thame Sports Centre (+workshop}

May 13 King's Lynn Arts Centre (sWorkshop)
May 25 The Mill, Banbury

May 28  Window Arts Centre, Bath,

Peepolykus - in ‘No Man’s Land’
ace physical comedy show, direcled by Bim Mason

ABETI/12 The Brewhause, Burton-oneTrent (ibe)

Hoipolloi Thealre - in The Breeze

Grotesque comedy with primitive blagk-comic character arche-

goes . difected by Clive Mendes of Sunday Supp. faves) Theatre de
mplierté.

Apr 8 Arts Centee, King's Lynn

ADfi2 e The Wharl, Tavistock

Apr28  Brewery Arts Centre, Kengall

May4  Bridgwater Arts Centre

May5  Forest Aris Centre, New Miltan (+workshop)

ay -6 The Plaugh, Torrington

May 7 Window Arts Cenire, Bath

MayS  Marlborough College

May 17 The Junction, Cambridge

May19.. Paul Robeson Theatre, Hounslow
May.20  OldTown Arts Centre, Hemel Hempstead
May?7  Bowen West Theatre, Bedford

May 30 Olcham Festival

Jul.4 South Holland Centre, Spaldlng
Aug. 1, Campus '95.

Angela De Castro - in The Gift | N

Character-clowning lour-de-force. Brilliant - even appeals to kids.

Go!

Mar.80  MAC. Birmingham

May 20-sometning Bath Fringe/Bedlam Falr dateto be confirmed.
Flus workshap, FFI 01225 480079,

Cirque Surreal
May 5-29, Preston Park, Brighton.
See Caloh This News,

Fordetails on thewhereabouts of tradielrcuses (who like o be
mysterious about their movements In advance) including
Cateh Taves like Zippo & Harlequln, yau can nowfing a
Kingpole{Trad. Circusmag) informationlineon 0891 343341,
This is @premium charge line, but gets tha information aver
asguitkas it can.

Harlequin's information line is (836222554

CATCH THIS - NEWS

one-offs

Skinning The Cal in Enchantress’

Apr.29, Apeldoorn near Utrecht, Halland.

Thetirst performance of their new show, prelude to ‘The Singing
Tree'which tours in ‘96 (seearticle uplront), part of local Queen’s
Day celebrations.

cabaret

THE CIRCUS SPACE CABARET
Coronet Street, Hoxtan, Hackney, London N16HD . Bookings on
0171 613 4141
Superbprogeamme ofall our faves - usually sells out inadvance.
Apr.1 Simon Drake - Tllusionist star of Channel 4's
The Secret Gabaret
Sarabians - sciplutal talancing
Rex Boyd - comedian, Juggler, superstar
Jang Huxley - corde Iisse and operatic comedy
Big Spender - aeriallyeraand ipstick fromthe funraisers
Dr Stewart - back again and still schm...oking, yeah
Apr15
Teii Gareol - Oelogenarian paper-tearer - a scream!
Ben Richter - he's a juggler
Simon and Julja - blackight acrabatic balancing
and juggling
Amyand Karina - saxwiln the Irapeze
Dylan Moran - off 1he planet comedy
Lucy & Tina = Doris Day hits the trapeze
Boothby Graffoe = Compére beyond description

Apr.29
Todd Gody - cowboyl
Martin Mall - German diabolo king
Nik Westan - trapeze
Mitsy = cat with altitude
Sarah-Jean, Taby & Nige! - swing string thing
Fabrega-Fernande - '70s hipsters
May 13 '

Chris:kynafivandtriends= musical lunacy - Chils is an
unsung hero of real ailernative comedy
Concussion - bungess & trapeze
Sue Brent & Rhythm Segtion - pumping cloudswing
Steve Spangle - pecuilar, That's not the half of it
Dave Thompsor - camipére
May 27
John Lee - number one for fooling, a legend
Malt Costain - trapeze
plus mare...
Cabarets continue into the summer.
Stay InIheneighibourhood after the show as your ticket can give
you free admission to The Cormedy Café or half price tickets to
The Blue Note jazz club (formerly The Bass Clefy after the show,
subject to availability - please check when booking,

Grimble

Apr.21, Norwich Puppet Thealre, Saint
JamesWhitefriars, Norwich, 7.300m (one
show only)

Tommy Fossel, the quintessential British
clown and highly-rated by the best in the
world(ie. the great Popov says he'sthe best
outside Russia), in one-off show wilh wife
Elaine which rolls through cireus: skills
aplenty, music, juggling {he's brilliant)and
more. Touching 60 after a lifetime in the
fing.Grimble really is the realthing and
does the business like they're all supposed
to(bul few manage) - they'll also be talking
about their life in the circus and leading an
after-show discussion on clowning and the
Sllture.of world circus, Norwich conven-
tion visitorsireally ought to make the effort
tobe there - Calehreaders cangel €1 oft the
ticket.price (otherwise £5) by idéntifying
themselves as such at the boxoffice: The
TicketShop, Guildhall, Gaol Hill, Norwich,
NR2 TNF, tel. 01603 616048,
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CATCH THIS - EVENTS

Mar.27-Apr.1 10th National Circus & Theatre
Convention, Hay-on-Wye

The classic meet & learn rendezvous. Serious
tutors, lovely site, excellent facilities{Clyra Court
near Hay), £80 for theweek inc. camping & tuition.
Kids créche £15. NB: Only 80 places. Well worth

it! Ffi. John Carter, 14 Harters Hill Lane, Coxley, .

Wells, Somerset BA15 1RE. Tel. 01749 677404.
Apr.1 8th National Unicycle Grand Prix, Street
Parade, Family Show, Tenth Anniversary Ball...
the public face of the above... Be there!
Mar.28-Apr.2 Braunschweig Juggling & Per-
forming Arts Festival

Braunschweig, Germany.

Mar,31-Apr, 2 19th Annual Isla Vista Juggler's
Festival

Isla Vista, California

Mar.31-Apr. 2 April Fools Juggling Convention
Tallahassee, Florida

Apr.7-9 Yerres Isle-de-France Convention

All you'd expect from a convention including
second-hand equipment market. 100 francs. Free
accommodation (limited) & camping. Registra-
tion/information from Association Espace, 2 rue
Marc Sangnier, 91330 Yerres, France. Tel. (33) 69
83 96 48. South of Paris - 20.mins. from Gare de
Lyon.

Apr. 7-9 4th Annual Portland Juggling Festival
Portland, Oregon, US. Secondbiggest regional do
inthe US, and, they insist, the friendliest and least
competitive. Good. Reed College Sports Cenlre.
(503) 223 8225 or 282 1429 or E-Mail
celarier@reed edu. )

Apr.14-17 Wiirzburg Easter Convention
Wiirzburg, Germany (1hr from-Frankfurt), four
days of 24-hour juggling; nice stage for public
show, lots of space, reasonable rates and even
"non-vegetarianfood" - cheeky blighters:Ffi. Tiryn
Fischer, Kolpingstrasse 8, D-97070 Wirzburg,
Germany. E-mail;
Tiryn.Fischer@vax.rz.unjwuerzburg.d400.de
Apr.28-30 Montréal '95 Juggling Festival
Montréal, Canada.

eo0o0o000000OODBOOOEOORR

8TH BRITISH JUGGLING

CONVENTION
Hewitt School, Norwich, 20-23 April.

Three gyms, two school halls and the No Fit State
big top for freestyle juggling space which means
you should have plenty of room to practice those
twelve club passing routines!

Public Show includes Henriand Gabbi from Swit-
zerland with a piana juggling routine to blow you

away, Jugglestruck, Rex Boyd, John Stamp (from
Neighbours?), Le La Les and Skate Naked provid-
ing stunning acrobatic comedy, Venus from Hol-
land to wow you with her diabolos and one or two
extra surprises,

Aswell asthe Public Show, there's aCircus Cabaret
onthe Thursday evening tostart the Convention off,
and on Fridayaspecial performance by Speciral FX
inthetheatre at the site. This production is a mind=
boggling mixof UV juggling and puppetry guaran-
teed to amuse and bemuse.

Mystafy extras will entertain the crowd waiting for
the Public show [sounds ominous -d]. And, of
course, there'll alsabe the Renegade Shows staged
in the Croissant Neufand No Fit Stafe tents.
Workshops: Crystal ball manipulation with Ben
Jennings (bring your own balls); hat manipulation

with Haggis Mclead; clubswinging with Anna
Jillings and diabolo with Brendan Brolly, plus tra-
peze, acrobatics, acro balance, lasso, firestuff and
boomerang throwing (indor and out). And there
might'be some juggling workshops loo.
Awidevariety of good healthy (and unhealthy) food
from some favourite caterers - vegetarian, vegan,
carnivorous, Vietnamese, French, British. Beerfrom
the Jugalers ClubBeer Tent, where you will beable
to relax with a variety of real ales (including one
specially brewed for the Convention) as Well as
lager, Guinness-elc.

There are plenty of showers, toilets and ‘even a
swimming,poal:

Fyrefli will be Upgrading Fyreballs with afi8xcelent deal,
s0 bring youss.alonglOffer limited to this convention,
REGISTER NOW. Apart from saving the organisers
several ulcers by booking early, you'll be‘doing
yourselftwo favours. Pre-registration will save you
afiver on the costof registering when you get here;
not t@'mention saving you all that frustration of
standing inqueuesbehind people asking forchange
for athirty pound note. It also means the organisers
know whiether they'Ve got any extramoney ta spend
on even more top class entertainment, workshops
and fagilities - including possibly the finest juggler
in Europé (no not'Haggis, he's already coming for

nowt),

And if you want a room then you'd befter get
moving, because there are only thirty-odd rooms
left. They are single rooms, but what you do when
you get here is up to you!!!

Stewards are in demand, as always. This has been
aprobleminthe past, with peoplevolunteeringand
then disappearing. Would any groups and work-
shops like to make a collective contribution for a
few hours during the Convention? Any takers
please phone before the event to make arrange-
ments.

One last appeal, Saturday will be the Big Parade
and Games day. The organisers have had to work
hard to convince the Council in Norwich that this
will bea great day for the City before they gave any
helptoarrangeitall. Soplease help makeitareally
colourful spectacular paradeand wear your bright-
estfsmartest/most outrageous gear to give Nor-
wich somethingtoremember you by. Prizeswill be
given for the best outfits worn on the day,

FAQ: some final points. 1) Thursday is Registra-
tion day. Juggling space will be available. Food
and drink will be served. Cabaret is set for the
evening. No structured workshops have been or-
ganised. Anything goes. 2) The water pressure in
the taps in the accommodation is adequate fo
provide the average enema (OK they haven't been
asked this question, but there have been some
pretty stupid ones about rooms). 3) No dogs on
site.

Apologiesifyou havehad problemsgettingthrough
on the Hotline, but the phone blew up and it took
afew daystorealiseit. Also, sorryaboutthe crappy
message on the machine, but that has now been
sorted out - and the mouth of the person respon-
sible gaffa-taped.

Ifyou haven't already got your formthen telephone
01603614168, or send acheque (£20 each, under
16s£10)to AJC Ltdat 194, Nelson Street, Norwich
NR2 4DS. Directions to the site are in the last
Calch.

Afinal word from the organisers - "Come along
and havethetimeof your life. Remember: Juggling
igfor fun, not just for Christmas. We know it's a

lang way, but we know you'll find it's worth it."
® 9 0000000000008 008

Apr.22 National Association of Youth Circus
Seminar/Workshop

Skylight, Broadwater Centre, Smith Street,
Rochdale. With Phil Burton of Circus Eruptior/
Interplay who's doing all sorts of good work -
subject is Phil's speciality, ‘Working Towards Real
Integration of Young People with Special Needs' It
really works! See Catch #5. Pity it'sthe same time
as the Brit Convention, tho'... Details from 0113
286 4598.

Apr.30London Unicycle Grand Prix
Ravenscourt Park. Info from Albert & Friends, tel.
0181741 5471, fax 746 3535, Always a good day
out,

May 6 2nd Birmingham Circus Convention
Ladywood Arts & Leisure Centre, Monument Road.
10-10, £5 adv. £7 on day. Workshops & all the
usual, Guy Heathcote, The Gentlemen Jugglers,
Tiacie Hughes, Mark Vis, Charlie Cheese. Info

CATCH THIS - EVENTS & CONVENTIONS
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from 3.3.10 (juggling shop) on 0121 643 6545,
May 7 Snakeboard Roadshow

Salisbury, Guildhall Square, 10-4, Extreme stunts
and more. See advert or ring Cunning Stuntsf
01722 410588,

May 19-21 5th Netherlands Juggling Festival
Nijmegen, Holland

May 19-21 Women’s Juggling Convention
Cuxhaven, VHS Abendrothstrasse, Germany.

9000000000800 ESQSSR
THIRD BRITISH UNI-CYCLE
GONVENTION (CARDIFF 1995),
May 20/21
Penarth Leisure Centre, Penarth, South
Glamorgan
World record unicycle chain attempt, unicycle fug
of war, unicycle basketball, unicycle games and
races, British Open unicycle hockey Tournament,
all-comers welcome, beginners and advanced,
parade by the sea, public show Saturday night,

unicycling on ice party?

Workshops: Beginners and advanced unicyclifig,
one foot riding, backwards riding, ultimate whegl,
low tight rope, etc.

Stalls to be announced.

Pre-registration before May 1st - £7 weekend.
Atter 1st May £9 weekend, £6 Saturday only, £4
Sunday only.

Accompanied children under 10 free - sorry no
créche.

Unicycle hockey tournament £5 team (all mem-
bers need fo register first),

Pre-reg & further info send sae. to Russell Wells;
2 George Street, Barry, S Glam CF63 4NN, Tel:
(01446 740520

May 26-28 11th Nordic Juggling Convention

Helsinki, Finland

May 27-29 Bedlam Fayre

Bath. Another one! Street performance festival/
party, big show on Saturday nightwith star names,
wildnessand weirdness on the streets, workshops:
with Angela De Castro and Natural Theatre asso-
ciates plus assorted skill specials, kids' stuff,
skills-based performances from Mike Ashcroft,
Angela DC., gle. - last-minute details in the next
Catchor in leaflet available by Norwich Conven-
tion or from Bath Fringe on 01225 480079

May 26-29 Penzance International Puppetry Fes-
tival

Including Shows for kids and adults, end-of-
festival cabaret, Latexing workshop from Bristol
Puppet Place (01275 838800). Festival contact;
Jo, 01736 788160,

Jun.1-2 National Association of Youth Circus
Conference

Youth Circus - Its rolein Arts & Education’. More
from (1113 286 4588.

Jun.2-5 Ahlen Juggling Convention

Ahlen, Germany.

Jun.3 Warwick Street Entertainers Competition
Book in advance. Campsite available, Details to
Dick Dixon, 13 Styvechdale Avenue, Earlsdon,
Coventry CV5 6DW

Jul.1/2 Wessex Convention

Frome, Wiltshire - already looking good - but we
walld say that, eh?

Jul.8or16 Warrington Alternative Mini-Conven-
tion

Ring 01925 602544 for details.

Jul.14-16 Shrewsbury Convention

London Road Sports Centre. Ffi. Robin 01743
884175,

Jun.17/18 Swiss Convention

Stade de Champel, Carouge (Geneva)

Jum23-25 Glastonbury Festival of Contempo-

rary Performing Arts

The big one - celebrating 26 yearsin style!
WJuli7=9 Winchester Hat Fair

With added support from the local authority and
“HighSpirits Juggling shop,could bethe best yet.
Three days of all-day street theatre, Friday Night
Cabaret, Saturday Street Party/bands/firewarks,
street decorations & sculpture, procession; street
market... Plus School for Fools (see courses
section). Anyone interested In taking part should
getin touch right now - even peoplethat come just
tobuskgetbig plugsinthe programme, accommo-
dation; discounted food, guaranteed pitches - get
your bid in NOW! Ring the Hat Fairies on 01962
855334 or fax 849337, ©

Juli16 Scottish Juggling Convention

Dundee. Juggling, plenty workshops for absollite
beginners and experts), games, traders, shows
(special Cabaret the night before) all with that
certain Scottish Je ne dinnaé ken gquol. Al for a
traditionally Scottish £3 note(show or convention)
£5(both). Details from Circustuffon01592620711
or E-mall circustuff@almac.co.uk or even URL
http:/fwww.demon.co.uk/circustuff/scatcony.
Juk16-20 1995 |JA Festival

Hacienda hotel/casino, Las Vegas, NV
Jul.21-23 5th Karlsruhe Juggling Convention
university of Karlsrufe, Germany.

eeR0000c000R0OB0E

'THE 18TH EUROPEAN
JUGGLING CONVENTION
Géteborg, Sweden, 1118 August 1995.

Hosted by 'Snabollen’agroupef Swedish Jugglers
The site is called Skatas (ska-toes), an outdoor
recreation area 3km. from the city centre. On-site
will be camping, food for all'tastes, workshops,
performances and shops. The public show will be
neld inalocal theatre and the games ina local sport
arend. Snabollen wants to 'break all attendance
records and hopes to see over 2500 jugglers come
to town for the week,

They'd like to see other records broken as well, if
you:feel up to challenging a World Record or any
records:set at the IJA convention lastsummeg, you
will be well received in Goteborg.\Among the
Games plannedisaVolleyClubeliminationtourna-
ment for teams of 2 or 4 people. Make some teams
and practise! As always, theconvention-needs your
help to runsmeothlyand efficiently, come prepared
to volunteer a little time during the week - and they
still'need workshop leaders for all disciplines and
public show performers - please getin touch with
Snobéllen as soon as possible:

CONVENTION DIARY

Snébollen / att; James McCann
Box 4001

S5-400 40 Gétebarg, Sweden
tel, 46-31-12 99 26

fax. 46-31-795 51 57

Costs for the convention:

* Singleperson WholeWeek: £35 (350sek) or £30
(300sek) prepaid bydune 1

" Familyd: Whole Week, 2 parents 1 child: £80
(800sekyer £75 (750sek) prepaid by June 1

* Family2: Whole Week, 2 parents 2+children:
£1 00 (1000sek) or £95 (950sek) prepald by June

Chlldcarem Il be provided at no charge during the
day and during the public show. Other times by
arrangement only:

Bank Information;.

Handelsbanken

Forsta Langgatan

Gotehorg, Sweden

Account: Snobollen 254 615 082

British Bank

National Westminster Bank, Splott Road, Cardiff
CF2 2XX

Sort Code 52-21-08, Name: European Juggling
Convention, AfeNo 551 20893

How are yougetting there?
Fly Cafch Rirlines! - see
News section for details!

The cheapest deal and fun

100! SPECIAL IN-FLIGHT EDITION OF

THE CATCH ! PARTY PACK (MAYBE)
£181 adults, £131 under-
12s, inclusive of coach to
the site and Airport taxes.

.-l....-.---.-’.._....II...

Aug.12-13 Crawley Juggling Convention 3
Crawley, ngar Gatwiek;Sussex. Workshops, shows,
games, camping. Cosmosare there, why not you?
Sep.8-11 Tarrega Festival of Street Theatre
Tarrega, Spain. Awgreat one - and a must on the
euro-calendar -watch diaboloscaminthere some-
where.

Sep.16-24 The 7th Bristol Juggling & Circus
Skills Convention

Tel. 01749 677404

Oct.6-8 Lodi Juggling Festival

Migke Grove Park-&£Zog, Lodi, California, US.

000 0em0000R2O000DO
After {af eoursel).sending all details
to The Calch, to gel yourconvention
or festivahenithe Internet get the info
to Rupert Voelker@bt.sys.bt.co.uk
orto Rupert-himself by fax on
01478 644549 and he'll make sure
they're-entered.in.the JIS (Juggling
Information Service).

200000008 oceno00
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Send publicity material etc. to:
The Tower'Arts Cenire
= Tel: +44 1962 855334
g Fax: +44 1962 849337
A six day workshop in
Kay. A must for professional
performers interested in

Now Booking for

Romsey Rd. Winchester
School for gools
The Fool as a Tool for (& ,LS '

Hants S022 9PW/
Ju.'y 1st - 6th 1995
Winchester with Jonathan K
the basis of the actor's out-

fook on the future of theaire.

Please call Marie on

01962 863966

Cost £300 - Grants may be ava:fa e
from your Regional Arts Board.

MAGIC BY POST

Britain’s No.1 Magic Tricks
Catalogue sent to you FREE !
100’s of tricks to choose from.
Everything for beginners, to seri-
ous Magicians and party
Entertainers.You willbe able to
perform tricks which have baf-
fled audiences through the ages
~ tricks with cards, coins, hand-
kerchiefs, rings; ropes, close-up
magic, stage magic. Pages of
world famous Tenyo magic from
Japan. Special young magician
packs. Also model ballooning
and juggling. For your FREE
Bumper Magic Catalogue ~

Telephone/Fax:

(0117) 977 4334 cun)

Magie Dy Post

167 Winchester Road,
Bristol BS4 3NJ.

COME TO 9R§IS

H ALL SPAIN)
FAE espectacle
_ Ramon y Cajal 87, 08024 Barcelona)(Spain); tel. () 3 - 213 4098, fax (34)3-210 7297

N THE!

NEW
BIG-FEET

JUST THE THING FOR KIDS

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTORS

WANTED
for FREE CATALOGUE:
L.G. MARKRTING LTD.
- DEPT. (49
64 LEICESTER ROAD, SALFORD,
MANCHESTER M7 4AR
ENGLAND
Telephone: 0161 - 7089090 Fax: 0161 - 7920098

DM’s LOW COST
The DM standard uni-
limited number still

available for 1995
at £65 + £5 post

OTHER TYPES FLEASE ENQUIHE

DM Engineering

R/0 59 Fairmile Rd.
Christchurch
Phone (0202) | Dorset BH23 2LA |
‘ 471943 OR

| FAX 487856 Ask for newFrice List

FIRE WATER

Sootless and odourless fuel for
Fire-torches, Fire-devilsticks,
Fire balls and Fire-eating wands.

The perfect alternative to
smoky paraffin,

£15.00 per gallon (plus P+P)

Contact; THE HOT STUFF COMPANY
- POBOX 322 SHEFFIELD.

SUMMER JOBS

CIRCUS SKILLS
INSTRUCTORS

Required for
American - style children’s
summer camps in

Surrey and Bershire.

Residential and
Non:residential vacancies.
July - August 95

Activities including Clowning,
Diabolo, Juggling, Stilts,
Tight-rope & Unicycling.
Tuition at basic introductory

level'tor.5 - 15 year olds.

Further details:
MFREEJHIMEWHOLIDé&YS
oor e, Wo urrey,
022 gf% o

G
Tel: 01483 770800 (24 hrs)

FREETIME




LETTHEREBELICHT —— INs.

JEZ WESTON of Cambridge built a Carbon Fibre Unicycle.
A What? Read this and you’ll probably want one too.

Why build a carbon fibre
unicycle? Why put up with all
the hassle and expense? Is this
justacase of mountain-bike style
technological one-up-man-ship?"
Well, in mountain-biking it's all
about how much cash you can
spend on the latest finely-ma-
chined techno-widget. Now [
know how pleasing it is to over-
take someone on a bike worth
four times as much as mine, so
there’s no way I want to intro-
duce technosnobbery into
unicycling.

Was it because my Pashley was such an
offensively heavy lump? Quite possibly.
That beast came with a steel frane,
majorly chunky steel rim and quite an
excessive amount of tyre. Turning cor-
ners or accelerating was possible but
only with advance notice, preferably in
writing.

Now steel is fine stuff, excellent for
bridges and the like, but for anything
tharmoves, 'msorry, it’s waytao heavy.
Aero engineers, ship builders, cyclists,
even those dinosaurs the car manufac-
turers have worked this one out. Only
unicyclists seem to be still commiitted to
building stuff that moves out of steel.
As an engineer I find this tendency worrying,

Now why should unis be light anyway? And

how light is light enough? Are we about 16
spend £12 on two bolts to save 3 grams eagh?
I hope not. Point is: you have to move a uni

around to stay on top of it. Some of you may
have alveady noticed this. The lighter it 1s, the

easier it is to move. The easier it 1s to move the
more responsive, nimble and above all furn its

to ride.

8o what did I do? The frame is pretty simple,
three carbon fibrefepoxy tubes held together

L

Thal's State of Ihe Arl, ihat is.,

with a Pace MTB fork crown. Getting the tubing
was a laugh. | phoned various carbon fibre
companies and said “‘can 1 have some carbon
fibre tubing please?”’ and they said “yes, how
much do you want?” and 1 said “*one metre off
please™and they made chokingsplutrering noises
on the end of the phone ther told me to go away.
But bmanaged in the end. These tubes justslide
up inta the fork erown which youwbeltap tight.
Then the tubes crack so you go and make sons
BERT’s (Bar End Reinforcement/T: hingys) from

bits of scrap ally and do it Again.

Pic. JEZWESTON

The SKF¥ sealed bearings pressfit into
twaaluminium blocks machined up from
bits found lying around the lub [conven-
tenty eh, Jez? - dj These are glued into the
bottom of the fork tubes. Yup, glued
Araldite, to be precise. Now people have
this negative attitude to glue, possibly
because it’s very éasy to do badly. Well,
these days they hold aircralt together
with thestuff and these joints have been
uttgrly solid despite excessive amaunts of
abuse,

Thawheel [ hadwebuilt with a Mavic 231
MTB ‘rim, skinny Specialised slick tyre,
plush DM saddleon top with the seat post
cut' down to _a miinimum. Cranks are
some old Campagnologo aluminium bi-
cycle cranks, hacked and ground down,
shod with immensely scary BMX pedals
with hugequantities of grip and a hunger
for fresh _S'hins. The only Pashley part
remaining is the axle. ;
Total weight 4.5 kg. Rideability? Stupidly
high. Eunfactor? Lots and lots. Thinking
back 1o the Pashley I'm amazed how
much easier this is to control. Daing
tricksit feels like a 20" wheel, going places
the 26" wheel storms along. Is it too light
and lacking in strength? Only time will
tell but after three months of doing any-
thing I eould think off and two miles
commuting every day everything is still
bombprool;

THIRD.BRITISH
UNICYCLE CONVENTION

PENARTH MAY 20/21 1995

For full details see
Catech This Events

a couple of pages ago!

THE CATCH IS BI-MONTHLY!! & Issues @ Year! Subscribe NOW...

THE CATCH SUBSCRIPTION FORM:

A Years Subscription Please for THE CATCH, for the following 6 issues: starting with:
Issue 13 (April-May) Issue 14 (Junedily) Issue 15 (Aug-Sept] Issue 16 (Oct-Nov) Issue 17 (Dec-Jan) Issue 18 (Feb-March)

[] L] [ ] ] L [

Subscription price: £9.00 (lfigy. Post & Packaging) Overseas Subscription £15.00

Send Postal Order or Cheque (payabie to THE CATCH) to;/ THE CATCH, 5o1e5 of
MOORLEDGE FARM COTTAGE, F CATCH #1to #12
< Flease tick this box if g KNOWLE HILL, ill available at
Yyou have subscribed before. CHEW MAGNA,
(Please pring BRISTOL BS18 8TL
Your Name: ... o ......... ;s .......... H.. BN ... g
Address: ....../ R . H— o sesssiaseosneraierofllieseccnsaseroransrasensassnannin
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RS
THE SHIP OF FOOLS,

SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH HAMMERSMITH

The age is awash wilh new age therapies, bul never before one quite
like (his. ‘Pirate therapy’ receivecils firsl public demonsiration in the
grand baliroomn of the cruise liner Eveelsior which had been
commandeerad by pirates-and-iun-aground on Hammersiith
roundabout. The show pul on by the pirates of the Ship of Fools 1eil
the audience with a smile in their eyes and a jig in their hearls. This
therapy may well prove-addictive.

The slapslick comedy of lrampolinists Wax & Ware got the pro-
gramme off Lo a flying start: If this-actgot the audience on the pirates’
side, then the welkhard ke Pinder:-Sextet (all two of them) who
followed urned them into fully-fledged members of the crew. Their
finale - involving a samuraisword, astrategically placed melonand
a rather lense volunteer - caused a certain amount of wincing from
the men in the audience! '

With inhibitions shipwrecked, stage lwo of the therapy was hypnosis,
courlesy of Ultravision. Watching the luminous clubs, rings el al.
being thrown, spun andiiwirled in‘the darkness was mesmerising
and definitely the highlight of Ihe show.

..aparl of course from the Losi [-Shirts of Attasitis. From thighs
slapping jigs to dub reggae, all played-on banjo, violin and home-
made double bass, their sounds liberaled the Teel and the soul,
bringing the evening to & eathartic conclusion. Add lo this can-can
dancers on stills, juggling storytellers and acrobalic hosls, hollo
mention food served by girates to everyone al their lables, afidHthere
is no question thal these pirates know fow 10 throw & party e lift the
spirits!

And for the cynics amongs! you seeking proof thal 'pirale therapy’
really does Ihe job? Go see foryoursell the next lime the Ship of Fools
runs aground on a rotndabout it West London (hinted to be
sometime in Oclober, subject o prevailing winds of course). [excuse

me? is this an advert? -I] Lynn Fraser

FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUART ‘%5 ‘THE, ERSATZODROME, HICHBEIT
CHINESE STATE BENEFIT - A caarer

A disappointing crowd saw zany compere 7ee Heeopen the show with
an unusual balloon routine which really got the kids on his side, an
lis back and off the slage. Il was a greal starl, the audience in fine
mood for Swab- rarely seen outside of their big lop - new circus with
slyle, stills and stilettoes, and their lasi performance before-lheir
current world lour around hospitals in remole regions. Cosiic
jugglers Anna Lemmings and Jim Semen were brilliant with their ultra
violen! display of radio active confetli which sel aglowing atmosphara
for the final act of firsl half, Stéve Railings, whose ‘off the wall’
balancing routine caused much laughter.

The inlerval saw Arkiosk raising much needed funds selling Coke,
sweels and ice-cream.

Opening the second half the somelimes handsome Ker Preciots
(now sponsored by Weirds) did his practical dish jugsling with
synchronised solo smiles which unfortunately wen! over the haads of
the majority. The rest of the show was uneventiul, although Philip
Danimit ried 10 please-also Sax and-Muesli Codball_Headlining
Innwendo the Clowsiwent dowi in his owi1 style and proved the many
drawbacks of coming lasl.

The benefit gave thanks'lo all the performers who gave heir lime
gratis and they all sang along with Meaar McLoud - | would do

anything for juggling, but lwon't-do that”, :
The CIA

KITES YO-YOS
BOOMERANGS PUZZLES
Stockist/Distributor of the DARK STAR
the complete Sport Kite System- ]

that @an change your life!

Catalogue available
SAE appreciated
Way on High Kites
Capuchin Yard, Hereford HR1 2LR
Tel/Fax 01432 264206

Snakeboard..:Snakeboard...Snakeboard

SALISBURY 7th MAY

Don’t miss this one! The full Smakeboard roadshow is hitfing
Salisbury on'May 7th, from 70am to 4pm. It's happening slop bang
in the middle of the city, at the'6uildhall Square. No back-street riding,
just completely in your face!

The full ramp system will be inplace, so if you want to work-out, watch
the pro. riders or learn how fo Smeakeboard yoursef, this is your
chance, so be thereX Thedaywill be full of extreme riding demos, street,
ramp and freestyle. If you haven't come across o« Smakeboard
yet, it arrived in ihe UKsjushover a year ago. The boards move through
co-ordinating your feet and upper body - the riders feet never touch the
ground and, fitted with foot straps, the jumps are awesome!

The event is beingpromoted bySBUK and CUNNING STUNTS.
SALTROCK will be on shaw too, so if you're surfing, skating or
snowboarding, gehyour-adis togefher and get here; yes and you

jugglers too. For more information phone Neil or Marfin at CUNNING
STUNTS on 01722 410588. See you on the duy.

SNAKEBOARD@ UK LIMITED
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THE CIRCUS SPACE

Circus Space

Shoreditch Power Station - Coronet Street, Hackney,
London N1 6HD, tel. 0171 613 4141. Near 01d Stree!
(Northern Line)

Diabolo Mini Convention
Apr.30 £5

‘From Playing to Performance’ with Commotion

Nine week course from May 1st

.10 give the student a thorough grounding in the fech-
niques of physical theaire plus practical skills in the
creation and shaping of material,

May 28 Introduction to Circus Skills
It's have a go day! 1-dpm, £20.

BTEC National Diploma in Performing Arts - Circus
Starts in September. First audition in February - if you

think you might be interested in this course please ringfor

an information sheel and application form now. The
course is free for those under 19 years on September 1st
1995, and £800 per year for the rest.

ZIPPO’S ACADEMY of Circus Arts

Venera Cornwall, Manager, ZACA, 174 Stockbridge
Road, Winchester, Hampshire. S022 6BW Tel. (01962)
877600

SPONSORED BY The Catceh?

CIRCOMEDIA

Academy of Circus Arts & Physical Theatre,
Kingswood, Bristol.

Circomedia

Academy of Circus Arts & Physical Theatre
Wanna Run Away and Join the Circus?

Now you don't have to.

Auditions on Saturday May 13th (also July 8th and
August 26th} for our One Year Intensive Training in
Circus, Performing and Devising Skills and our Three
manth Foundation Course which both slart in September
1995.

For some students the One Year course could be free to
them through funding from the Further Education Fund-
ing Council, as we are currently setling up accreditation
atNVaQ Level 3inconjunctionwith Brune! College of Arts
& Technology and the University of the West of England.
This is good news for the state of circus in Britain, which
is denied the high profile or support seen in Europe and
other parts of the world where circus is an integral part of
an artistic and cultural strategy.

The Audition Days also double as Open Days. If you are
aged 16 or over and are interested in circus and physical
theatre, come and have a go at a variety of skills and take
the epportunity to look around the school, You might be
acomplete beginner, or perhaps you already have some
juggling, gymnastics, dance or acting experience. What-
everyourlevel, tryyour hand (and your feel!) at tightwire,
club swinging, trapeze, acrobatics, unicycling and lots
more. Qur tutors will be there to guide you and give
advice.

And there's good news for students: Circomediaisin the
process of setfing up accreditation at NVQ Level 3 in
conjunction with Brunel College of Arts & Technology
andthe University of the West of England. Thiswill enable
the One Year course to be free fo some students through
funding from the Further Education Funding Council,
The Open Days run from 9am-4pm and cost £15 for the
day. Auditionees for the One Year Course and Three
Month Foundation Course will be asked to stay on.tg
attend an interview between 4.30-5.30pm. The cast for
the audition is £20for the day and all potential applicants
for the One Year and Three Month courses must submit
an application form.

Fees: One Year £2950 Foundation £1100

A basic fundraising package is available to advise slu-

dents on how to raise fees.

It you want to apply you will also undergo a short
interview and have an appoiniment to present a three
minute piece. Students from outside Europe are required
tosend an audition video. Please note - students must be
aged 18 or over al the commencement of the course.
Places are only offered on successful completion of the
audition.

To book a place on the Open Day or to receive an
application form for our courses starting in September,
please write to: Kim Lawrence, Administrator, 116 York
Road, Bedminster, Bristol, BS3 4AL. 0117 963 2839,

Short Courses '

April: Commedia Dell’Arte with Olly Crick

Apr.1/2 Cost: £25/£15

Apr.3<7 Cost £60/240 Ffi: 0117 955:3479-

Apr.8/9 Journey Theatre with Olly Crick £25/£15. Fii:
0117 955 3479. A structured approach-lo-witing for
theatre,

Apr.3-7 Advanced Aerial, Trapeze and Rope with Jackie
Williams. Cost: £135, Ffi; 0117958 6027
Apr.10-14Beginners Circus Skills with Haggis McLeod
£60/240 Fii: Kim Lawrence 0117 963 2839

SKYLIGHT

Circus Arts Training Education Performance,
Broadwater Centre, Smith Street, Rochdale OL16 1HE
Tel 01706 50676 Telffax 01706 713638

Sep.6-Dec.1 Performance for Tourism. Training 20+
heurs per week for 13 weeks. Circus and performance
ants with some business training. ESF-funded (secured)
FREE. You need to be over 18, unemplayed 2t least 6
months and committed! Auditions 14 Aug. Contact Sue
for agplication form tel 01706 50676, fax.01706 713638
Jul4-Aug.20 Skylight's Collaborative Performance
projeclt. An exciting communily project in Rochdale,
involving circus arts, music and making. Rachel Henson
(Peking Opera - object manipulation), Justine Marsh
(choreography) are amongst the trainers. There will be 10
places for members of the community, who commit
themsglves to the rehearsal schiedule (2 or 3sessions per
week) and the performances. (2)

Contact Sue 01706 50676,

Ourregular sessions are;

Circus Club 7-9 Mondays

Youth Circus 4-5.30 Wednesdays _
Trapeze 9.30-12.30 Thurs (ring for confirmation)
Practice/rehearsal space for circus arts available,

SCHOOL FOR FOOLS

Jul.1-6, Winchester (before Hat Fair)

Thereturn of Jonathan Kay's renownedsixday masterclass
for professional performers interested in The Fool as
Tool forthe basis of the actor's outlook on the fulure of
theatre. This course has changed‘Some people's whole
way-of.looking at things, and Jomathan does have an
international reputation (and the frant to carry off just
aboul.anything). Costs £300 - some grants may be
available from Regional Arts Boards, Contact Marie on

01962 863966 asap.

COSMOS

Unique Activity Holidays at Great Locations!
Juggling, Club,Swinging and Performing with Black
Light (UV) and Fire. Spectacular fire show with fire
sculplures, cabaret, staff spinning [fave you toldthe staif
about this? -], human pyramids and diabolo. Selegted
courses:unicycling, tight rope.and stilt walking.

May 5-8, LowerShaw Farm, Wiltshire. Plus John Bolwell:
Tai Chi, stick fighting and rope walking expert. Adulls &
unaceompanied children £97, concessions £73, accom-
panied U16s £70. Bookings: 01793 771080,

May 20-25, Laurieston Hall, SW Scotland. Five nighls.
Adults-£145, adult concessions £97, Children-pay in
proportion lo their parent(s). 12-16 yrs = 3/4.9-11 yrs =

COURSES

1/2, Bookings: 01904 430472, preferably before 24th
April.

Jun.28-Jul.2, Monkton Wyld, Dorset coast, Adults £125,
good concessions available by request, children U16
£60. Bookings: 01297 560342, -

Cosmos Jugglers, 71 Lawrence Street, York, Y01 302

NORWICH CIRCUS CENTRE

194 Nelson Stregl, Norwich NR2 4DS 01603 613445
Ongoing courses in most topics, including all object
manipulation. acro, clowning, lrapeze at all ages and
levels... (but they've already started for the year! Forth-
coming courses in Mime, Mask & Physical Theatre and
Tightrope, contact them for details.

GREENTOP COMMUNITY
CIRCUS CENTRE

Yorkshire's centre for circus skills and physical perform-
ance. Training courses & community performance space:
a charity administered by Shar Taylor,

Accrediled courses (NVAS) starting in April '95 wilh
classes in Yoga, jazz dance, mime, mask, acrobalance,
tumbling, juggling, rope-work, aerial and technical skills,
We are interestedinall SUpport and ideas. For a leaflet on
courses and to join the mailing list please write to Shar,
Greentop Circus Gentre, Saint Thomas Church, Holywell
Rd, Brightside; Sheffield $8 1BE TEL. (0114) 2560962,
Weekly Classes

Opento beginners,all courses run for 6 weeks slarting on
the date shown, Cosk: £2 perelass, £10 for booked course
of 6 classes, (25% off for members)

Adult Acrobatics & Aerial: Mondays, 7-3pm

Basic tumbling balance:and aerial skills.

Youth Circus Tuesdays, 4.30-6pm

After-school antics for the energelic aged 8+ All lhe
basics.

Adult Juggling: Tuesdays, 7.30-9pm.

Mime: Wednesdays, 8-9,30pm.

Mime and mask with Brett Jackson, Lecoq and Decroux
techniques, everyone welcome,

Weekend Courses

For performers and amaleurs interested in developing
and sharing skills. All courses run 11-1, 2-4. Cost: £10
- one day courses, £17 - two day courses. (25% off for
members)

Apr.8/9. Character Clowning with Gerry Flanagan of
Cornimotion, a weskend of play, improvisation and saif-
discovery,

TAUNTON JUGGLERS
SPECIALIST WORKSHOPS

Torunin conjunction with the Wednesday night juggling
session in he hallflecture theatre at Bishop Fox's Com-
munity School, Taunton, 7-10pm. Ffi & bookings con-
tact Sally 01823 275459, :

Apr.26 Tightwire walking,

May 17 Russell Wells-on unicycling tricks and games.
Jun.28 Cosmos. Performance and workshop with Anna
Jillingsand Jim Semiyn, Workshops involve club swing-
ing, stick manipulation, ring ball and objec! manipula-
tion,

Fees: Unemployed/low waged/under 16's £2, Everyone
else £3 ]

Cosmos Perfarmance: Concessions£2, Everyone else £3
Cosmos Performance and w/shop Concessians £4 Fve-
ryone else £6 ;

DUNDEE UNIVERSITY = -
JUGGLING & CIRCUS SKILLS
SOCIETY

seem lo run worksheps-in all the specialist subjects
going. Sounds like if you're in the area perhaps you'd
better getin touch. Ring Mark Richards on 01382 646469

&m APRIL - MAY 1995 ISSUE 13 VOL 1

CATCH THIS - COURSES




| Pancgke
Promutions

Stey i Balloons
6 foot balloons which®vou juggle from
inside....As seen in Billy Smart's
Circus....Direct frompthe UWSAwmwThis is the
graze for 1995...Do you have vours?...Get

details from Pancake Promotions
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Stilt Walkers & azza&j hégy People
26 THE AVEN UE, . SURBITON,

SURREY, KT5°846
o181 SaPBES
Faxe 0181-28Z P36

ENall - pancake@atie.co.

GROW PLANTS
INDOORS WITHOUT
SUNLIGHT!

Build your own indoor grow-lights and save ££1 It's easy
with our booldet which contains full details, circuit plin,
parts list, tips, and easy step-by-step illustrated instructions.
Send cheque or PO for £7.50 (incl. postage) to: Dept. TC,

VALLEY LIGHTS
6, WINDSOR ROAD, HEBDEN BRIDGE, HX7 8LF
Supplicrs & Manufacturers of Horticultural Lighting

We also supply 2 range of ready-made units. H.P, Sodium,
Metal Halidejete, Parts & lamp service available. SAE for
Tist. Mail order service only. Please allow upto 10 days for

delivery: Confidential srvice.

INNOVATION

Things ain’t what
they u eﬂ 1xou .u';/\.’ul-_‘tl |lf:

s

—

| Bubuimg a4 ysi4

[eaIpey aul pue %2118 A8

all4 ysi4 |[eaipey a4l
j00] [eoipe) UiueD
Maid pue
[MBN

idw 31T ST IO
QPEIOM 92Uyl 1T SI

*3W0D O} SAULID|IWISSIP
doyjo 94D dayj ‘(,OuDylid, 9yj) swps
a8y} jou 810 oym odoad soBunok Joj swos ayy
{ou s1 JOY} gN|I:M3U D PUD SWDS B4 JOU 34D JOY
$IOUS [IASP ‘BUIDS Y] JOU 8. oY} SO|oqPIP ‘UIDS
8y} jou 2D Joyi'sgh|R.apn[oul sjonpoud Buy66nl
Ysi4 [0OIpOY "BWOS dyf jou 340 s19|B6n| asnodaq
wos ay; jou aup spaposd Buy BBl ysiy |oo1poy



JUGGLEKRAZY
FOR IBM COMPATIBLE COMPUTERS

Andrew Lipson and Colin, Wright

£24.99 from Beard Juggling Equipment or
direct from the authors,

JuggleKrazy is the very latest computer-based !

juggling simulator - and before any of you
technophobes throw up your beanbags inhorror
let me tell you that it is excellent, well worth the |

asking price, fun to use, and genuinely usefuls+§

JuggleKrazy has set a new standard that will be
fough to beat.

Remember the famous interplanetary tolifist guiide
that greeted you with the words "Don't Panic”
printed on the cover in large friendly lettérs?
JuggleKrazygoes one better as soonas youfiredip
the programyou are greeted byasimulated juggler
performing athree ball cascade in a very reasstr=
ing manner. In the pattern editor window to the left
of the screen the single number '3' is displayed;

whichisall that ittakesto persuade JuggleKrazyto
jugglethree balls for you. Typeina'4’, click onthe
‘Accept’buttonand you will berewarded with a falir
ball fountain. As a mischievous reviewer | simply
had to find out just how many balls the program
could handle, Theanswer is a resoundingly satis-
factory ‘one more than you or anyone else | can
think of for that matter!”

The simulated juggler, while only a stickperson
with rudimentary hands, manages to convey the
actual ‘feeling’ of juggling a pattern by moving
realistically. This is very clever programming and
represents a quantum leap from the earlier video-
pong bat and ball style simulators,

Lipson and Wright have extended the standard
SiteSwap notation to describe the positions. of
throws and catches which enables JuggleKrazy to
performaMills’ Mess from only three simple lines
ofinstructions, Thisiswonderful, but here'sthe bit
| reallylike [wonder why? -d}, click a button on the
screen and your SiteSwap notation is instantly
converted into Ladder notation and «oh joy!» you
can edit the ladder charts by dragging the lines
around with the mouse while watching the results
in the simulation window. Unfortunately the pro-
gram does not translate Ladder notation hack inta
SiteSwap - to be fair to the authors | can see that
this would be very difficult o implement'{if not’
impossible) since Ladder notation can describe
some patterns that are inexpressible in SiteSwap.

Another powerful feature is the ability to freeze a
pattern anywhere and move the hands ta new
positions by dragging them with the mouse, thus'
altering the shape ofthe pattern- ittook mejust five
minutes to convert a three ball cascade into a
[TrickleDown' and it was fust as easy to get the
juggler to do three balls in one hand while waving
to me with the other,

When you have created your masterpiece you can
saveittodisk either in SiteSwap or Ladder format,
it's even possible to save an entire session of work
and play it back later which is a great way produg-
ing self-running tutarials and demonstrations,
Expect to see one running in your local juggling
shop window soon!

l
|

J
|

JuggleKrazy is better suited to felatwely shorl re-
peating sequences of throws Ihan long‘routines
because of memory limitations. Atone. stage ! typed

inasequenceof some eightythrowsand Jugglekrazy |

‘complaingd that it was toofGomplicated. The pro-

gramwill ‘enly handle one juggler, so passing
patterns are not possible, | found the Ladder nota-
tion editor a little ‘chunky” because certain things
have to be done in a certainporder and, sometimes,
I'eouldn't help wondering-Whys | muststress that
these are very minor niggles'and if | had taken the
trouble to read the manual beforestarting to use the
program (let's be honest - who does?) then | might
have been a little less mystified.

JuggleKrazy comes on one 35" diskeand It is
recommended (but not essential) that.your machine
has a 386 processor or better'(ask your kids). |t
comes with over sixty sample patterns and detailed
selfsrunning tutorials that teach basie juagling, the
Mills' Mess and SiteSwap notation. It also has a
comprehensive 'on-line help' system,

Here s a serious tool that you can use to catalogue
all of your favourite tricks and invent entirely new
ones.uggleKrazy allows you to work on the eso-
teric stuff too (you can even have negative gravity if
you don't mind JKtellingyounoff);butdespitgall the
power of the program complete novices to comput-
ingy.or juggling for that matter, will have no frouble
using it. If you have been thinking-ef-gefting a
computer this might be just the excuse that you've
been waiting for.

Charlie Dancey '

FOUR BALL JUGGLING - FROM SIMPLE
PATTERNS TO ADVANGED THEORY.

Martin Probert (publ. Veronika Probert
> Dbl 4.95)
202 Pages, 700 illustrations! ISBN 0-9524860-0-5

Iwould like to take thisepportunity toapologise fo |

the peaple who attended the four ball beardy bloke's
Workshop at the Toxteth conyentionsrecently: for
forgetting my notebook. Those few jottings of mine
are intended to guide a workshop down an avenue
of site-swap juggling for about an hour: (no, wait!

this Is relevant, honest...-d] Martin Probert has |
colieeted his jottings from a juggling life-time/into |

a comprehensive and authoritative book

I was stunned just by reading thelistiof contents.
Thishighly illustrated book Will provoke thought
and inspire juggling (inspire thought and prevoke
juggling). Aswellas loads of Asyne. variable=height
stuff and more rarely-seen routines there are: mul-
tiplex, body mbves, fakes, Mills' Mess, routines,

BALLS

shower patterns - and more heady stuff that starts
with a card game to juggle and goes on into
Juggling formulae .. all with four balls. The chapter
on ball-bouncing may spark me to chase balls
about our local hall!

The frigndly introduction leads quickly into foun-
tain juggling, and as the reader becomes familiar
with theterms and djagrams used, the non-juggler
learnsto juggle- let's say that, although it would be
possiblefor a non-juggler to learn by reading this
book, itywould beran extreme advantage to be
accomplished beforehand. The strip-cartoon-like
flow of thediagrams clearly show each throw in
succession - by page 27 | had to put the book down
and pick up the bean bags! New patterns are
introducedin.alogical progression with a number
of variations, hints, tips, and suggestions to ac-
company them.

Notations begin to appear (the type seen in '491
Patterns for the Solo.Jugaler’) and as each section
becomes more diffieult the theoretical notes in-
crease. If you|don't gehithe gist from them, the
cartoon hands continuein their graphically under-
standable way. The niotations are explained at the
end of the baokalong,with pattern ‘states’, gener-
atingandmixing patterns juggling more than four,
and something for the computer.

Martin Prabertisajugaler who has been there and
brought back a clear record of his experience and
explanations in the pure realm of four ball juggling.
Respect is:due! Thankyou for the book!

Alan Weathers

VIDEO
JUGGLING FOR MAGICIANS

Tapper Martyn (Trik-a-Tape, £24.50)

Topper, now in his 70s, is a fruly international
artist, having spentall hislifeas ajuggler perform-
ing i circus, ice 'shows and top cabaret spots
aroundthe world, Thisisavideo of alecture he did,

A lot of thé'jugaling is of the novelty kind, like
jugaling a:b'ottle:, bowling ball, and rolled-up ciga-
rette paper ({rytoget a piece of chewing guminside
the crushed eigaretteipaper). This looks extremely
difficulttothelay public. He juggledatop hat, cane,
and rolled-up gloves; the cane then vanished,
There's the clown gag when an egg is thrown high
intheair andeaught unbroken onachinaplate. His
gimmicked plate-spinning props are only seen in
veryold jugglmg books, A playing card was spun
outwards ‘inthe air only'to return and be caught
between the blades of a pair of scissors, We then
had a demonstration of cigar boxes and cigar box
stacking, plus several sight gags; his parasol and
ball broughtback memofies. lf§ou require novelty
in your act or aspirefo entertain children, a lot can
be learned from this video. The lecture was accom-
panied by abooklet, alsocalled Juggling for Magi-
clans.

Pearse Halfpenny

Video available from:

The Trik-a-Tape studie, 252 Finchley Road,
Hampstead, London NW3 7AA.
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73 Westgate Road
Newcastle Upon Tyne
England, NE1 15G

Tel: 0191 232 0297

uggling, Circus, Theatrical Supplies
and Performance Bookshop
Free Catalogue Available

Telephone or Fax 01422 844848.

| Performance clothes from LAZY DAZE:

GGLJ
5%31.!.3;?'
& 7

High Quality Hand Made Silver
Unicycles, Clubs and Clowns all as
pendants, earrings and brooches ete,
These unique items are ideal for
gifts or presentations.

i

Trade enquiries welcome. For brochure
and details Tel: N.K.J. 0425 613405

j;l;. jnt fv!s‘ ?3: shop”
| BIG SAVINGS & |
'SPECIAL DEALS |

i for personal callers |

AVALON,

73 Fawcett Road, Southsea, Hants.
Telephone: 01705 293673 mtfll

g Distributor & retaller of ” A z

& alternative & ethnlc crafts ¥

il and smoking paraphernalia, £-3 3
w o

Vholesale enquiries welcome. “TEAD:

\ Nevlex

CORPORATNG REVLL ek

‘Send.£5.00 for Full Fabric Shade Card
and Colour Trimming leaflefs

Nevilles Textiles
P.O.Box 87, 29, Stoney Street,
Nottingham, NG1 1LR

= 0115 9598781
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This time last year I was screaming
like a tortured banshee about the
Criminal Justice Bill. Now for the
update! :

Having watched protesters carrying on as if
the CJA had neverbeen passed, and the Plod
outin force doing likewise, I wondered why.
This law was supposed to stop that sort of
thing, surely. We have lost our rights o
protest, surely, And also our rights to travel,
rave, squat, talk, hold an opinion notheld by
the State...surely? Not! This law was rushed
throngh Parliament by people too paranoid

to take stock of what they were doing, and s, |

in consequence, so full of loopholésthata *
sieve holds more water than the CJA. Read
on for a few of the pertinent ones:

TRESPASS: Trespass was never a crimifal

that all manner of open-air activities would
stop under the new law. Aimed at political
protest, it was so woolly thatit also managed
to accidentally embrace ramblers, boy scouts,
canoeists, canoodlers... Actually, the offence

can only be committed by someone whoe '

wilfully trespasses on private land with'in-
tent to disrupt lawful actdvity. Even wheniit
isapplied only to huntsabs and road protest-
ers (the original targets!), some novel de-
fences have been used with edifying success:

@ I was so deuank I didn’t know what 1 was
doing.” Criminal trespass can only be cone
mitted with * specificintent’ -so if your blgad
aleohol levels were prohibitive to coherent
thought, you couldn’t possibly have formed
the necessary ‘intention’ to commititat all.
Thus, if you should happen to wander inta
the path of a fox hunt whilst strolling from
one country hostelry to another, you will not
be guilty! (I should point out that this de-
fence only applies to “innocent’ drunks.-
getting tanked up before you go outsabbing,
protesting or whatever would probably eagn
you a night in the slammer and a visitto the
beak in any case).

€ “I didn’t mean 1o cause any touble.”
However debatable that statementmightbe,
the fact remains that if you wish merely to
demonstrate peacefully (and get ignored),
you will not be committing an offence:

9 ““I'm not breaking the law - but they are!™
Only lawful activides are protected from
disruption - so you won’t he guilty of an
offence if you enter land where a crime is
being committed. (We're talking here about
protected specics being hunted, seeurity
guards beating someone up... this isn't éx-
actly a loophole, but it’s still worth a men-
tion).

@ “I was standing on a road.” Criminal
trespass cannot be committed on a public
highway - although it can be committed on

public footpaths and bridleways. (Er...¢)

@ “Ihave alegal right to be here” Go on-be
a devil! Misquote Desiderata’atthem! They il
release you under the Care in the Conmnn-
nity Actat the veryleast... Actually, it’s notas
silly as it sounds, because proving criminal
trespase is a nighomare to the Plod and all

kinds of rights to enter or use land can exist,

ARTEU

, DODGING FOR

THE CRIMINALLY AWARE

and finding the real owner can be no mean
task.

TRAVELLERS: The question of land use
also applies to those of us who lead a more
itinerant lifestyle. In court it may be neces-
sary to call the landowner as a witness every
time a traveller or camperis elaiminga right
to enter or occupy land. Sometimes Lhe_land-
owner ends up on the wrong side of the law
for-allowing them to be there. There is NO |
mercy! However, if you or a member of your
family are ill, if you have had an acaident, or

mechanical breakdown - ér some other emer- |

: ; | gency which prevents you from moving on -
offence prior to the CJA, and it was feared

you can still uise this as a defence. So far they |

| haven’t outlawed old bus conversions with |

interesting paint jobs, but.it’s probably only |
a matter of tme...

RAVES: In January, PC Plod was summoned
by angry householders in Hackney to curtail
a rave which was taking place in a disused
warehouse. Red-faced, Plod remirned to base,
haying explained to the un-mellifiable resi-
dents that the CJA only applies (o open-air
raves, held at night, with more than 100
people in attendance. (Ofie presumes they
weren’t trespassing, either, then?). Alterna-
rively;a rave in the opendir, at m.ght, ina
remote spot, with no logal community to
upset, wouldn’t get itself ecomplained about
anyway. Also; while the Plod have the right to
stop a person whom they believe is travelling
torarave, if the area of the expected rave is
their home or place of work, they can’t do
anything at all... Thus, you can stll invite
your mates round for a kneesup, as deter-
mining who is a genuine résident cansome-
ames be difficult.

SQUATTING: Squatting someone's home
while /they were living there has been an
offénce for ages. Squattersiconld only take
over empty property, and a court order was
required to evict them. Itisstill net an offence
to squat empty property - buteviction proce-
dures have been speeded up considerably by
the new law with the introduction of the
Interim Possession Order: [ftere follows more
advice ebowt squatting that we don’t really
hewe room for-i suggest if yow're squatting you
need '@ more thorough greunding in the law
than we can give you here - df

CAUSING HARASSMENT, ALARM AND
DISTRESS: Thisis a new offence, slipped in
as d'bit of a prank, to madke pranks illegal,
apparently. It’s a good crime this, as you can
commit it anywhere - exeept at home, ‘cos
they’re sdll fond of the old line “Sérry, love.
I’ domestic...” (The old ‘uns are the best,
eh?) Defend yourself by proving that your
behaviour was *reasonable’, and the out-
come will rely upon the sense of humour of
the Bench. Orthe sexistattifudeof theBench.
Or the right-wing tendeneies of the Bench.
This ig possibly the mmost useless pile of toss in
thiéwhole Act. ““Why did you constanitly wolf-
whistle at this school-girl?"” ***Cos she “ad big
tits, yer Justice-ship” "“Oh very well then -

Just ‘cos they actually
passed the Criminal Justice
& Public/Order Act doesn’t
mean i’s not important arcy
more. Ifyouthink you might
| find yousself at a quasi-le-
gal festival or dance party
this summerd(let alone a
| peaceful demg) or plan a
| few tripsiout'in your van,
«Pof!» has some words of
advicé fon yots..

don't be such a qrr-b'z'b}' Miss Henderson.
Sticks and stones may break my bones but
whips and chains excite me..."”’

THE RIGHT TO SILENCE: 1 hate this.
They've changed the working of the caution
to suggest that a failure to answer questions
will be weated by a judge or jury as evidence
of guilt. I eall it blackmail, bur the fact
remains that yowcan't be convicted just for
keeping schtumh - there must be other evi-
dence as welli{Mustn’vthere? Oh, I'm justan
old cynic, really...)

So silence ¢an only be‘accepted as evidence
of guilt where a person fails to answer - not
wherethey have a good reason for not answer-
ing. Laryngitis, perhaps, or:

@ Because vou simply don’tknow the answer.

# Because you didn’t understand a confus-
ing question.

¥ Because you have dene something embar-
rassing (Ooh-er!) or which may damage your
reputation - but whichds not actually illegal.
Like having an affair with Mrs. Plod. Or
something else which you wanted 10 remain
a secret,

@ Because the question isirrelevant, (Where
did you getthat nose-ring/tattoo/ parka?)

@ Also, there are around forty different in-
criminating questions which you have right
in law not to answer, and a number of 19th
Century cases suggest that you necd not an-
swer ‘offensive’ questions either. The com-
plexities of this are so ...complex, actually
...that if you get nicked next week, the Court
of Appeal is so jammed that you probably
don’t have.a hepe.in hell of getiing heard
before the millennium!

Formore info, send the princely sum of £5.50
to Legal Researeliand Campargn Services, PO
Box 2764, London E9 TEJ, and ask for a copy
of ‘Defending Your Freedom’ - a guide to the
Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994.
(How else do you think I researched this??)
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BACK TO SCHOOLDAYS

ettt WD ROPS #£ 2822832223888 088

Yes, it’s rue. Jugglers can be dangerous!
Several of these ‘How to give a Workshop’
articles [surely not the one in The Catch,
Stevef «d] begin to alarm me. It's just not
enough to enter a room with a group of
eager children, a box of equipment and
your juggling talent! You have to know
what you are doing! - o gét the bestout of
the children and to give them the best
experience possible.

Now there are many ways in which we
work with children. Tt may hein-a Glub, a
Youth Circus, or as part of a Community
Arts programme. But what concerns me

- most is the growing field of educational
work in schools, Circus has alotto offer the
National Curriculum - any area of the NG
can be reached and assessed through cir-
cus skills work - but theydelivery of the
material is vital.

Circus is frequently considered ‘anar-
chi¢’ by the uninitiated and especially
teachers, who are a pretty conservative
bunch by and large; any workshepsneed ta
be very carefully construéted according to
the specific needs of the class, school or
teacher. Teachers can be yery suspicious of
the ‘alternative’ image that some work-
shop leaders present and this needs some

serious thought in the way that we present

ourselvesferr-what are you saying here? <j.
Contact and information-gathering before
the event will ensure that the best prepara-
tion ismade. It simply is not enough just to
mrn up with a box of equipment; a silly
costume and a lunatic character and hope
all goes well! The children'may well enjoy
themselves running riot for an hour ortwo
- but will they have got the best out of the
experience in terms of whatyou were there
for? A workshop may appear to be organ-
ised chaos but it should never be anarchy.
Everything that is said or domne is to a
purpose and carvefully thought through.
Any workshop leader worth his salewill do
follow-up work in schools to ensure that the
visithad animpact andisbeing developed.

Even though the workshop leader may
present themselves as a ‘character’, this
character is still the authoriry figure for the
children - the role model'of the event. The
tutor/child relationship is fundamental
here. Children need to relate to their
teacher, to respect them for who and what
they are - not just as an affable buffoon
acting like an overgrown kid! This will
never engender respector push the chil-
dren to their limis If a mtor behaves
stupidly the children accept this as the
norm and starc behaving stupidly them-
selves. Clhuldren are great mimics, we all
know that, and an inexpérienced. or un-
trained tutor can create many problems for
a class teacher afterthe visit. Children like

&) ©
BAD BEHAVIOUR
IN EDUCATIONAL
WORKSHOPS IS

LETTING THE
WHOLESCHOOL
~ DOWN.
STEVE WARD
_THINKS WE
HAVEN'T DONE
OUR HOMEWORK.
AND NO
SNAKEBOARDING
IN.THE
~ CORRIDORS.

to know the rules of the game, the param-
eters within which they are working. Fa-
miliarity doesindeed breed contempt!

Developing respect from your group does
not mean that you have 1o be just a littde
further right mng than Mussolini! But-.t_tpt»
ingsilly is also not the answer. We all know
how longittakesto irain as a Clown! Gentle
but firm eontrol and guidance cushioned
within a sense of fun arve far more likely to
succeed, butall thatcomes with experience
of working with children. Each group will
be different and you have to know how far
you can go with them. A successful teacher
can sense and recognise instanily their
different needs, Constructive games and
exercises will also give a feel for the gmul:,)'.
Butjall activitiesimaworkshop need to be
thought through carefully beforehand. The
aims and objectives of the session should
be clear i the mind.of the tutor and alsa
need to be communieated to the class
teachers, who should be actively involved.

I know that this all seunds very negative
but T amseriously concerned at the growing
number of ‘hobbyist’ jugglers ete. [ come
across who think that running a schools
workshop 1s easy money and end up doing
more damage tothe image and acceptancé
of Gircus than maybe they ever realise.
Being amemberofajuggling club ora New
Circus outfitis not a qualification for being

let loose on unsuspecting children! Work-
ing with children in a Club simaton is
vastly different from running an educa-
nonal workshop.

The way we present ourselves to schools
and teachers is all-important. We need to
meet them on their terms, speak the same
language and understand their needs. We
are nota cure-all but can be avery valuable
educational resourceif used properly. lf we
aretoprovide an accepted service forschools
then there needs 1o be some form of con-
trolléd iraining. Would you employ a builder
or an electrician if they were not trained?
And yet all the world and his dog are free
to run a circus skills workshop on the
strength thatif you can do it- you can teach
it

So how do we address this problem? I
don’t pretend to have the magical answer
even though [ see the need. We need some
form of aceredited training systemn for work-
ing with children within educaton. [and
here’s one i did earlier - d] If you are a
qualified teacher then you are well on the
way, but not all teachers have circus skills
expertise. We could provide In Service
Training for teachers... but who will teach
the teachers? Much work is being done in
the development of NVQs by groups such
as Skylight and Cireus Space. Some Per-
forming Arts schools specialising in train-
ing tators have Circus Skills as part of their
curriculum, but this is still an embryonic
development - one that we need to whole-
heartedly support if we are being serious
about what we are doing. During the last
yearthe National Association of Youth Cir-
cus has made a positive step towards ad-
dressing the problem by producing a Code
of Practice for workers with young people
and circus skills. The 37 members of the
NAYG have agreed to follow the Code of
Praetice in their workshops, The Code is
not_dracoman, it is simply good honest
common sense and has been developed
through the collective experience of the
NAYC members. inportanty it has been
derived from people who actually work
with young people.

Kristov Istvan, the Managing Director of
the Hiinigarian State Circus, once said to
me 5 the hope of the Gircus lies in the
schools; notonly in the form of developing
cultural awareness but in active partcipa-
tion.” [ believe that he is right, Circus in
Edueation can do {or children what Thea-
tre, Drama and Dance in Educaton have
already achieved as learning media. But
let’s be careful in what we do!

Further details about the NAYC from:

Steve Ward, 1 Moorgate Rise, Kippax, Leeds
L5235 RC

AFRIL - MAY 1995 ISSUE 13 VOL 1 M




o MULTiPLEX...CLAJM)IFIED T

CATCH CLASSIFIED
AD. RATES:

under £50 FREE!! €10 for 50 words.
CONTACT JAN at The Catch Office
Telephone: (0275) 332655

CHRISTIAN JUGGLERS UNITE Share
your experiences, routines, joys and
sorrows. We hope to - form a network -
produceanewsletter - maybe even meet
up! Write to Nell Elliot, St John's Col-
lege, Bramcote, Nottingham. NG9 3DS.

MODELLING BALLOONS. Qualatex
260Q's now available in single colour
bags - red, purple, dark blue, light blue,
yellow, pink, black, green and white.
Low price, just £5.25 per 100. Mixed
bags at £4.75. Please add 50p per bag
p+p. Send your order to Balloons by
Post, 64 Tremaine road, London, SE20
7TZ. Cheques payable to John Kennett.
Or call 071-237 6190.

WARRINGTON WORKSHOP AND
THEIR KIDS KLUB SEND MEGA-
THANKSAND KISSES TOEVERYONE
AT Beard.

CALLING ALL CIRCUSES! Shaena
Brandel wants fo be taken on as an
apprentice! She'll doany odd jobs for no
money! - in exchange for basic skills
tuition. She's studied Performing Arts
but the course didn't cover enough of
them, so she's inventing here own, plus
she has experience in the rave party
performance field - lights/UV/mad cos-
tume stuff. She’s at 39 Nicholas Road,
Easton, Bristo! BS5 OLX or ¢/o 01452
813898,

FYREBALL USERS - seetheannounce-
ment inthe Norwich conventionwriteup,

ENTERTAINERS WANTED for Garden
Party, £25. You can jolly well start at
9am because that's when the mayor's
arriving. Owners of hippy vans need not
apply. Send bribe to The Secrefary,
Basildon Conservative Association, ¢/o
Kwiksave, Belgrano Streef, Basildon
XMP,

WATERBALLS - the new sensation.
Same principle as those tube thingies
everyone brings back from the far east.
Have your shower sound like a shower,
your cascade like a waterfall, and
Rubenstein's Revenge like a tidal wave’
hitting a busy launderette. Only £70 a
set. Box £££.

SLACKROPERIG AND FREE STAND-
ING LADDER FOR SALE

Free standing slack roperig; dismantles
into 6 parts, longest 6'; plus handpoles,
red; used only once. £350.00

Ladder 8', as new, lightweight alu-
minium, £90.00 ono genuine reasons
for sale.

Phone Emma or Martin 0161 2266549

EMULTIPLEX...CLADDIFIED

HABABBLE

If youlve already started to pack tents and jug-
gling equipment for that long hitch to Norwich,
it’s worth remembering that ‘the few’ have been
slaving away making sure your time there is the
crucialest - hey don’t stop reading, this rant is
necessary. It's important that the organisation is
correct or the moaners will moan - so who choses
theorganisers? Well in theory you do, howeverin
reality it's done by those who attend the Sunday
businessmeeting. Did you moanabout Manches-
ter, were your moans heardj and will Norwich hit
the mark? The *95 crew will need lots of volun-
teers [or litter, extra security ete. and thé 96 mob
‘will need your thoughts and suggestions at The
Meeting.

Justto remind you, in case you were unavoidably
detained, of the main topigs discussed last year.
Commereial sponsorship: do.we need it, can we

‘bewithout it? Some sponsors may be OK, others
are definitely out! - yes, we all know that simple
file Butname names.... Would everyose be pre-
pared to juggle on cue for a sponsor? Even Coun-
cils want something for their money. On-site
entertainment: is it the responsibility of the punt-
ers (you) or do the organisers buy it in (higher
priced registration)?

Lastyear Scotland - venue still to be decided - was
giventhe job to prepare for 96, and it’s toolate
for anyone else 10 step in now=like we said, it’s a
lotof work. *97 isthe 10¢th British Convention and
should be a big party. Sodfar thére are two
contenders, Salishury with their professional if
not controversial sponsored proposal done last
yearand Shrewsbury, who are already famous

{or their smaller conventions, and are ramoured
to l)sepllttmﬂ their case forward at Norwich. Who
will get the vote? Will the majority agree, or even
be there to ballot? Should experience of at least a
one-dayer be a minimum requirement? Does this
question pre-judge the previous one?

We tried to create some debate on the subject in
The Cadelt (issue 8) but with ne response. It's not
too late, if you care then give it serious thought
and getinvolved in the meeting. If you have the
attitude “1 just want to pay mite meney’” then you
take yourchoice (not) - don’tsay I didn’t warn yer.

diabolo

CONTACTS

B O X

BJF - British Juggling Foundation

Neil Hope-Callins (chairman)

2 Melbourne Street, Hebden Bridge, West
Yorkshire HX7 6AS

JTF = Juggling Trade Federation
STILLIN'LIMB@ = CONTACT Beard's if
you'rerunsatisfied with that state of affairs.

National Association of Street Enteriainers
J Arno (secretary)

221 Webb, Rise, Stevenage, Hertfordshire,
SG1.500.

EJA- European Juggling Association
Lee Hayes

Jodenbreestr. 24-1, 1011 NK Amsterdam,
Netherlands. '

Jules Howarth(British Contact)

69a Splott Road, Splott, Cardiff, CF2 2BW,
Wales

[JA - International Jugglers’ Association
Jugglers' World Magazine

IJA Bax 218, Mentague MA 01351 USA
Year's Subscription $35.00

Kaskade - European Juggling Magazine
Gabi & Paul Keast

Annastr. 7, D-65197 Wiesbaden, Germany
Year's Subscription £12.00

Ozjuggle

PO Box.361, Northcote 3070, Victoria, Aus-
tralid

Year's Subscription $25.00

New Zealand Juggling Association
Quarterly Newsletter

NZJA, 84 Studholme Street, Christchurch 2,
New Zealand

Circus Friends' Association

The Membership Secretary

20, Foot Wood Crescent, Shawclough,
Rochdale, Lancashire OL12 6PB

Fairs & Festivals Federation
27 Kells Meend, Berryhill, Coleford, Glouces-
tershire GL16 7AD

! ! ! ! ! !
apologies!

DR=0 P S # Jutwwutw : + 1

diabolo has been gelfing a bit arrogant now he's reached the 'teens - time fo bring him down a peg or two

Apologies are in order to the following:

The Circus Society: Tony Draytor's history story imolied that they'd expslied one of their number for ol using animals. In fao!
Tony was referring to an incideitwhen The Assoeiation of Cirous Proprietors hiad a dramalic but lemporary falling-out with that
conlroversial showman Mr Gerry Coltle a few years ago, long-since resolved. Quile an easy mislake to make bu! a mistake
nonatheless (wonder if Tony'steachers noticed?) - and nowe couldn 't quite believe those nice Circus Societypeople doing anything
asextreme as expelling anyone. Apologies forany incorrect impressions created (suchasihe incorrect impression we don't check
facts, errr...).

Haggis for making light of his world record altempts - s the news page will tell o, Hagais has the biggestand has a certificate
to prove iff (for the moment). The last Glastenbury.attempt masterminded by Mr McC won the world record for the largest number
of simultaneous jugglers from the Americans, by theskinel its considerable number of tegthybut heertificale fook so long to come
through (they were still counting the jugglers, presumably) that HMC had gane on one of his not-incansiderable holidays before
itarfived-and.couldn't tell us about it. And now he's goldo do it all over again! _

Laurie of Butterfingers for passing off a pheto of himas a starving Russian lrapeze arliste

Anyone born undera star-sign for impugning your considerable talents revealing.your private secrefs, lc.

Ken Zetiefor casting doubts on his reality. He's very realindeed as we discovered when he posted himself outside the Cafeh office
and downloaded ten clubs very realislically at the editor's head. Jusl don't let him near your teapot:

Anyone who look those Cinquevalli diagrams foo literally. The etching can be even more deceptive than the phatograph. If you
can do thatane a hundred times you really should be an stage. And the Victorians didn't have SiteSwap

The Entire Population of Norwich - belter get Ihatin in advance.

_
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MUM'S WORD

“Librans lend all their props.and.get taken
advantage of''?

Touch my 15-year-old Libran son Mark's props
and he will chop your hands off! Unless he has
conned you into carrying them for him, that is.

And whar, I hear you agk, Is.his.non-juggling
mum doing reading HIS Catch? Well - he
wanted to start this circus club and he needed
a ‘responsible adult', so [ by the tea and pop,
sell it, collect the subs., pay the room rent, bank
what's left, book the wotkshops, print and
distribute posters, pay the artists etc. ete, and
keep a record of it all for our sponsors, The
Nottinghamshire Rural Arts'Fund Wwho VERY
kindly gave us a grant to get started. Who s
taking advantage of whom? Oh and whs’am I
reading his Catch - research for the club, innit?
Besides his dad and I paid the subseription! So
here I am, mum to AJFargo {well, he asked me
to suggest a good stage name and Thave 1o get
my own back somehow) and administrator to
Circus Interchange, suggesting that you chas-
tise your astrologer.

From a much maligned Scorpic,

Mrs. Panfored.
PS. Do you think it is a coincidencesthat the
spellings of mum and mug are $0 similar?

aha! a new twist to the sad talesof. Jf.zgglmg
widows, methinks. ..

HOW COULD YOUBE SO RUDE?
It's hard to find anything bad to'sayaboutithe:
Hagen convention, but if anyone can, | can.
Those goddam duck clickers@urmed the-;_nob]e
art of heckling into ancther gheap, rude, anony-
mous, cowardly and automatic gesturel

I can take being heckled as well asthefiext, but
the fact that the very stupidest twerp in the |
open stage public could start his clicker going
at the very first twitch of boredom, the same |
way he might manipulate his.computer mouse
or TV remote control, and then start all the |
other assholes [steady on, Dani - df clicking to
not be left out, or be so uncool as to let a
performer get mto it 4 little, or show a little
patience, sensitivity 1o somegne or something
that doesn’t immediately stimulate them along
their usual channels.

Maybe I'm just a fool for trying to play a Mozart
or Bach plece on the fife in such an snviron-
ment, or over-confident of the power of quality
live music to soothe the savage beasts, or over-
sensitive about being clicked off midway - that
is about 20-30 seconds into what Would have
only been a 90 second piece.

The clickers were great for signalling into the'
camp site and in the dark and many other uses.
The Hagen festival was superb in every other

way | can remember. :
Lille, Grance.

The Heckler debate part 123! Dantisto be
congratulated forveferring to ‘the nobleart’
-whichiswhati and otherloudmouthed gzrs |
who think they’re funny actugllyBelieve it |
to be. But 20 seconds? I’d not even have |
thought of a good “getoff” line by then!. |

YES IT DOES DAMAGE YOUR EYfSIGHT
You certainly keep the Catch a bright and lively mag.

[ expect you know that the smal pinton page 3 can't be read by old folks of 75, I'll get a
magnifying glass.

Page b. ['ve known two people who have worked in Russian Circuses. One went before the
revolution when things were rough, The o_g?l;er was between the wars. He said that they lived
in the dressing room and at night savage dogs roamed the passages keeping intruders out
and the artists in.

Page 18(My father always called the Palladium 'Astley’s’ probably because that was what
his parents remembered it as.

Page 25.1 asmp:ﬁe whenI1olda neighbourabout the juggling event.
He said that he was Eddie Gray's brother. That" sEd(ﬁe&Iay ofthe Crazy
Gang. There were four of them - handy for passing; like me they had
problems making theirown props. 11l health had broughehis juggling

to an end. L
Page 33. 8ome Jugglers are expected to dga 30 minute gpot, Half

an hour! No wonderthey have to spaceitout: Everyactl've seen
lately hag included a Gendom joke. Isthatany part ofa juggler's
act?

Page 39 Glad you were able to get some fun out of my letter.
I've just had my sight tested and was told that the best thing
for me was to leave my glasses off,

Page 38Jugglers often have far from modest names. [f was
just starting Imight call myself Namron{Get it21think it's quite
goed). Or perhaps as T'am a Londoner Bdw Balls

Keep up.the gocd fun.
Cheers.

Normase or Nawros,

Norman, the one with the glasses problemlast issue refereedto above (yes, it’s old age
Hm.’candamage your eyeszgh.t)!s n.tyfmmwmcoan)omfenr at the moment-so here’s
a picture of him at the juggling world record - printed small and fuzzy so he can’t see

that either

EVERY DAY IN EVERY WAY...
This is my encouragement sheet on jug-
gling. I believe it may inspire jugglers who
read it.

You have te.put inthe practice, trammg
and effort.

You must give up a let to master the skill.
It has to/be very impartant to you.

Once you have attaified it, it is in your
power

It can't be given.away.

It resides in you.

1t is literally the result of your discipline. s

Bl Shashs,

o

errm - thanks for sharing that with s, Bill
IN AT THE BOTTOM

I was very interested in Jo Bizarre's letter
last issue, It has been'my experience that
some jugglers likehard things and certainly
know how to handle them. I always feel at
home with subjects.that are impenetrable
and would love to get tied down and work
closely with your maths teacher. I'm afraid
I haven't got maths GCSE but I can fanta-
size can't 17 By the way I have a passion to
doa multfp];e choice subject; don't you just
love being in control?

Jnnuendo the clowe

T0P TIPS

in response to our appeal earlier in
‘the maguazine, some readers have
already sent in their ideas for a
revival of this popular column.

Se 0000 OEROIOSOD

. 5 Gel fnge juggling equipment from manufac-
.lm ers by sending back a beanbag and say
'ymr “found a wasp in il.

.. Js&ﬁm

L ]

e Earn more money willi your acl by gelling
® famous first, In the meantime increase your
: earnings by 15% by nol paying the agent's

@ COnmission.
< Tk ML' o

o Don'l smoelh any pels jusl before you
® juggle ping pong balls in your mouth.
° Anthan Ashe,

= Bnistsl

‘.4

_:. Peaple who live in glasshouses shouldn't do
o UV shows, v

: 78 Renloryr,
@

o Aneasy way lo avoid any pain when suicide
® mounting a unicycle is to freemount i

L]
® nm'mﬁ")’. &e e E !
Londas.

L]
o0 @eo0oacoe0o0ODOB0D
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HELP! WE'RE BEING
SWAMPED BY SITESWAPPERS!

Stuart doesn't like siteswap, and he reckons
neither does the average Catch reader. Or
that's what he told me when I expressed
surprise that the last issue devoted a whole
page to describing 525 (the left left right right
trick), a lovely trick but one that could have
been described so much more concisely i
siteswap. So, when [ was describing a trick
thatI'd recently got the hang of (531) I thought
perhaps [ ought to think of a name forit. The
shape of the pattemn reminds me a little of
some important religious bloke's silly hat; 80
I thought perhaps I could call it 'The Mitre'.
But then I thought, nah, I'm sticking to 531.
It's more elegant and much more descriptive.
[turn on ‘trace’ on JuggleKrazy and most tricks
look like mitres! Don't you just have a problem
with words? - d]

S0 here's the

trick. Start

with 2 balls in

theright hand

® @, andoneinthe
V) left (or the
other way
around if
you're so in-
clined). Throw

ball 1in a high

arc from the
right hand to

) the lefi (fig 1).
Then throw

b ball2inalower
Tl | @arc from the
left hand to the

R rgnt (fig 2).
Finally, zipball

3 across from

@ right to left
/4 " (fig 3). The
balls are
thrown in the
order 1,23,
but they're
o caught in the

Lt D
order 3,2,1.
When you've

L
/fq caught ball 3,

and before you catch either of the other balls,
throw it in a high arc back to the right hand.
Catch ball 2 and throw it in a low arc back to
the left. Catch ball 3 and zip it across to the
right. I love symmetry, Ball 1 always travelsin
a right handed shower pattern, ball 2 always
travels in a 3 ball cascade pattern and ball 3
always travelsin aleft handed shower pattemn.

This is a great trick for people like me who
have trouble maintaining accurate throwsina
5 ball cascade. For people who understand
siteswap, It's easiest if you learn 501 first. For
those who don't, just leave out the second pall
(501 is a 2 ball trick, starting with both balls in
the same hand).

That's the tnick - now for your numbers prob-
lem...

Charlie Dancey explained siteswap a coupie

O\

of issues ago, but a lot of people still don't
understand it (buy his book, that might help).
First of all forget about general siteswap -
that's the stuff you'll need if you want to talk
about multiplex patterns. 'l stick 1o vanilla
siteswap, which doesn't allow rmultiplexing
but is still useful. [t’s easier to understand
siteswapif you use it, so after you've read this
explanation try some well known siteswapsto
figure out how they work. A 3 ball shower is
‘61'y@4 ball shower is '71", anddynchronous
4 ball half shower is '53", 2 balls in one hand
15 '40', and if you know '44]' that's a good
exampie too.

I'd like to dispel some of the myths that have

-alisencencerning siteswap.

@ The number Is defined by the height of the
ball. Close, but actually it's the other way
rounds The height of the'ballis defined by the
number, and also to some extent by perscnal
preference. It's a crucial difference. fand
think a logic problem in there somewhere too
- anyway, 1s SSw descnptive Or prescriptive?
d).

@ A '2' represents a low throw that is caught
by the same hand that threw itaWrong. The
perpetuation of this myth is the only eritleism
I have of what is otherwise the best juggling
book T've ever geen. A ‘2’ represénts 4 beat
where a ball is held by one hand without being
thrown [so could then be a low thiow -'dj

@ The average of the numbersin the siteswap
notation 1s the number of ballgin the pattem.
Actually this one's true, aslong as you don't
use more than 2 hands, but just because the
average of a string of numbers is a whole
number, that doesn’t necessarily mean it's a
valid siteswap. There are other rules, for
example'a number cad't be followed by a
number that isoneless thanit. This is becauge
you weuld find yourself with 2 balls in one
hand, and you can't have thatvin siteswap
except at the start and finish.

The usualway of defining a numberifisiteswap
isto'say that it is the number of beats between
a throw and the next time that same ball is
thrown. This is true, but it might.make mere
sense to say that a number 'n’ represents the
‘sort of throw you would be doing repeatedly
if you were juggling the simplest possible
patternywith n balls. Hence the 3 ball cascade
in siteswap is represented by '3833333333...",
Thisiseatdown to the shortestrepeating unit,
©of ‘3", "4’ representsa 4 ball iountain, etc. A '3’
throw is a 3 ball cascadelsiyle arc. A6’ throw
is & gimilar arc, but higher. A '4’ is a throw

‘straight up that is caught by theshandsthat

threw'it. &'6' is a higher versién of the ‘4" An
odd-numbered throw always passes the ball
from one hand to the other. In an even-
numbpered throw the ball always stays In the
same-hand.

The numbers that seem to give people most
trouble are 0, Tand 2. "1 is simply a throw

“straightiacross from one hand td the pther, as

seen in the shower or the box (although the
box can'vbe represented in vanilla sileswap,
since?2balls are thrown simultanesusly)?0' is
a pause whete an empty hand does nothing.

Write to

Catchs g}ad/e,

cfo

Moorledge
Farm Cottage,

Knowle Hil/,
Chew Magna,
Bristol

BSI18 8TL

‘2’ is a pause where a hand holding one ball
does nothing, Explaining the need for 0s and
2s s a bit harder, If nothing s thrown, why
bother writing it down? The reascn is that the
numbers in a-siteswap notation represent
throws by alternate hands, If the first throw is
from the right hand then the third, fifth,
seventh etc. mst be from the right hand and
the second, fourth, sixth throws from the left
hand. Ifwe didn't have Os and 2s to represent
pauses where a hand does nothing, it wouldn't
be possible for siteswap to describe tricks
where 2, or even more, throws are made from
the same hand one after another, The 3 ball
snake, representedby'5606065050550505' and
shortened to60505', couldn't be represented.
One niceresult of the alternating handsin the
notation is that.it's easy 1o judge symmetry.
A string of numbers with an odd number of
characters represents a symmetrical pattem
fe.g. 531), whereas an even number of char-
acters represents an asymmetric pattern (e.g.
51).

The best place to read about siteswap is the
Siteswap FAQ, available on the World Wide
Web from the Juggling Information Service.
Siteswaps don't have to be complicated. Next
time you see a toddler pick Up 2 balls and
wave them up and down, just remember that
he’s juggling a siteswap. He's juggling a ‘2",
C
bsldwc@bath.ac.uk

OK - time for the debate - SiteSwap: The
conceptualtool to lead juggling into the
Sfuture - or a game for microclup addicts
who can’t communicate any other way?
Or something in between? The ‘phone
linesare open:Orwait for the Cavch WWHW
site fcoming soon)!
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es of course we know all about

the workshopsdn your town.

We’re there every week. That’s

diabolo inthe corner doing 8,
innit? And.Stuart always gets a
round in afterwards... It has come
to our attention that some work-
shops we’ve_listed ini good faith
don’t exist any more. We don’t
know unless yottellus- our omnis-
cience ts reserved for more impors
tant issueslikewinning the lottery
and scanninggroyal, phone con-
versations. I've got news for you,

bub - if it’s wrong it stwotour fault,

it’s yours!

Sally 01823275450
THORNBURY

Wednesday evenings somewhere
unspecified
Shaun 011454 415345

TOTNES

§t. John's Church Hall, Bridge Town
Fridays 7-8.30 kids 8.30-10 adufts.
£1.50/£1

Caroline 01364 73125

WEYMOUTH

Weymouth Callege

Lunchtimes during termtime
John MacDaonald, 01305 208833

BRISTOL

HORFIELD

Dab Hands

Tuesdays 7-§

Mike Gibbans 0117 569 2145

BISHOPSTON

JuggleFever, Bishepston Community
Centie

Tuesdm 7.30-9.30, under-14s
accompaniad

Shaiin Welling 0117 960 2365

MANGOTSFIELD

Shambies

Soundwell Technical College
Maondays §.30-8.30

Claira 0117 961 5529

CENTRE

University Circusee, 5.U. Building,
Queens Road

Termtime Sundays 2 30-Tish,
Wednesdays 7.30-10ish

Most workshops charge, often just to cover hall
hire costs. When we-know-nhow.much, we've put
itin. You're advised to contact student clubs in
advance, as some ofthem don't admit whether
they can admit you or not.

H WEST

BARNSTAPLE
Trinity Church Hall
Thursdays 8-10 £1.50/81
Adam & Jullet 01271 78760

BATH

Window Arts Centre

Juggling & LV room Mondays 6.30-10.30.£2
Tad 01225 421700

Unicyzling Tuesdays 8.30-10.30 £2

Stuart 01275 332655

BOURNEMOUTH

East Clitf Church, Holdenhusst Road {near BR
stalion}

Tuesdays 7-10 £1.50

Ocean Kites 01202 780185

BRIDGWATER
Arts Centre

Thursdays 7-9

Pand (1823 3222213

CLEVEDON

Rub My Club, Saint John's Hall
Sundays 5.30-7.30

Simon / Ade 01257 342333

CHELTENHAM
Grosvenior Youth Centre
Sundays§-9 £1/50p
hndy Clay 01452 862605

CHELTENHAM
Axiom Centre

Sundays 2 30-4.30 £1.50/€1
Jem Watts 01242 519400
DORCHESTER
Groves Arts Centre

Tuesdays 8-10.30 £2
Atk & Mule 0831 753328, Dan 01305 268877

EXETER

University Gircus Skills, Devonshire House
Tuesdays 8-10

FROME

FAHA, Playschemes and workshops in

schools
Vicky Taylor 01373 452018

GLOUCESTER

St dames’ Church Hall, Upton Street
Tuesdays 8-10

Jon 011242 521483 Geaft 01242 519832
HIGHWORTH

Shiver Threads Hall

Tuesdays 7-9 €1

Rob 01793 725206

ILFRACOMBE

The Lantern Great Hall

Wedneadays 7 45-9.30, £1

Helz, Utﬁanlsea Kayoss, 01271 864653

LEIGH ON MENDIP
Memarlat Hall

Wednesdays 7.30-10.£1
Pippa 01749 840107

LISKEARD

Caradon Juggling Posse, Guildhall
Thursdays 7.30-9.30

Martin 011579 52065

NEWTON ABBOT p
Up for Grabs, Saint Leanard's Church
Hall, Wolborough Siree!

Tussdays termtime 7.30-8.30
Richard (1364 652446

PENZANCE

Branwells Mill, Station Road
Saturdzys 10.30-5 Beginners in
merning, advanced afternoon

Ba or Mike, Ark Juggling shop, 01736
330750

PLYMOUTH

Ballard Centre

Fridays 6-8, £2.50

Fumballs Juggling Shop 01752 255808

SALISBURY

Aits Gentre

Wednesdays 6.30-8.30, £1 (kids 75p)
Martin or Neil, Cunning Shunts 01722
410588

SENNEN (West
Cornwall
Communily Centre
Fridays 7-9, £1

Bo or Mike, 01736 330750

STREET Somerset

Fiaseo Productions Crispin Hall
Wednesdays 7-9
Hanniah 01460 240082

STROUD

Saint Matthew's Church Hall, Cainszross
2nd & 4h Tuesdays 7-G £1

01453 750147

SWINDON

Fumbles Juggling Club, Clifton Stres!
Sttial Hall

Thursdays 7.30-8.30. 50p

Steve 01793 432860

TAUNTON
Bishop Fox's School
Wedresdays 7-10

ACROBATICS -

Bristo! Hawks Gymnastics, Roman Road,
Lower Easton

2 hr sessions Wednescays & Sundays
11-1 24,50

Sports Acrobatics Fridays 6.30-8,0117
B73.7481 /935 5363

“Kemptown Pier

Maondays 7.30-9.30 "drop in”,
Wednesdays 8-10 “drop in" + workshops,
Sundays 2-4 beginriers

Tat, Andy, Mr Fizgbang (11273 739216,
Tim 01273 650737

BRIGHTON

“Oueens Park Road Day Nursery

Tuesdays 7.30-9.30 E2 i you've got it,
£1.50else,

CANTERBURY
University

Wednesday Evenings
Contact 5.

CHELMSFORD

The Y's Jugglers, YMCA

Tuesdays 8-10E1

dohn Hawkifis (11245 263526
CHICHESTER

Gitlg'High School

Thursdays -8 &1

Ball Space, lainfSteve 01243 788052

CHERTSEY

Less Siress watkshop, Saint Anne's Hall,
Guiidiord Street

Tlesdays 7.30-10

Graham 01932 222063

CRAWLEY
Thursdays 7.30-10, £1
Lip for Grabs Sally / Nigel 01253 786143

EASTBOURNE

Ceniral Methodist Church Hall, Langney
Road

Tuesdays 7-10 £2

HASTINGS

Seout Hall, CroftRoad

Frdays 7-9.30

Basco Circus, Andy 01424 813144,
Detek 011424 431608, Sian 01424
431214

HLUIG Uinicycle Hothey

Sundays- 012, phone Andy or Derek fot
Venue

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD
Boxmoar At Cenlre (upstairs)
Thursdas 840 €2

Matk 01442 233733 Cenlre 01442
‘B4048

HIGH WYCOMBE
(aseadia, Bucks College of Higher
Edugatian (1) |

Mongays 7-1

Adrian'01494 537656

HURSHAM

North Heath Lane Hall

Mondays 8.15-10.15 Juggling, circus &
performance skills

Park Recreation Centre

Thursdays §-10 Uni-hoc ete.

Pyramid 01903 232755

ISLE OF WIGHT
Cowes Youth Cantre Gym
Sundays 6-0 £1

Phil O'Meil 01883 294828

ISLE OF WIGHT

Jolly Juggling Club, Cuay Arts Centre,
Newptit

2nd Friday of the Month, 7 30-9.30
Jamgs(11983 756065

LEWES
Cifeus Pipsqueak Youth Circus (B+)
Dr, Colin 01272 813464

NEWBURY

Newbury New Circus, Waterside Centre
Mongays 7-9.30

Gunther Schwaiz (11635 41268
OXFORD

East Oxford Community Cendre
Wednesdays -8, &3

Jason 0186563441
OXTED

Sundays 7-9

Andrew 01293 B21185¢

PORTSMOUTH

Lawer Gym, Priory Schaol
Wednssdays 6.30-9.30 £1

Martin {Avalon) 01705 203673
REDHILL

Frolics, Saint Matthew's Bhurch Hall
Tuesdays 8-10 £1.50/81

Dave 01737 242019

READING
Sun Strest |
Mondays 7-10
Pete 01734 660430

SAINTALBANS

Allsdtts Circus, Youth Difice, Alma Foad
Tuesdays 740-10, £1

[ez Paradise 01727 859375

SOUTHAM PTUN

Hetien Callege, Biierne

Wednesdays 7-0 30 (Termtime) £1.50
RutD1703 872141

SOUTHEND

Balfrioral Community Caritre, Salisbury
Avenie

Mondays 7.30-9.30.1

STEVENAGE

Bowes Lyan House

Mandays 7-10, Thursdays 12.30-4.30
PeleD1452 673406

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Camden Centre, Marke! Square
Tuesdays 7.30-9.30

Kevin 01622 B31518

WELWYN GARDEN CITY
Stigwballs,Ludwick Family Club, Hall
Giove

Thursdays 6-8 £1.50

Carolyn Murphy 01707 335211

WHITSTABLE

Ken: Circus School, Whitstable Umbrelia
Wednesdays 6-7 kids' pen session, 7-
830 youtheireus. £1/50p.

Saint Peter's Hall Cromwe !l Road
Thursday, adulls =10, E1.

Tina/Steve 01227 ??22 41

WINCHESTER

Weeke Adull Education Centre
Thursdays 7-9, termtime only
Paul01862 714468

WOKINGHAM

Youth Centre (pehind Library)
Sundays 7-10 £1,50

lain Schofield 01734 760521

WORTHING

SionScheol Hall, Gratweke Aoad
Wednesday 7.30-10

Léurle 01903 266236
WORTHING

United Retormed Chiteh, Shelley Foad
Mondays 6.80-9.30

Howard 015603 231508

YATTENDON

Thursdays 7.30-9.30, €1,
Bainey 01635 201546

LONDON

CENTRAL
Colomitia SifeelSpads Centre, SW1
Sundays 12-5 (£2.70-81.20),

0171 261 1658

NORTH

Circus Space, Coronet Streat, Hackney (0id
Street Tube)

Courses and classes and one-olf workshops
in just about everything regularly available.

See Calch This/and/or ring for more details,
Circus Space 01711 6134141

NORTH

Jackzon's Lane Community Circus,
Community Centre, Archway Aload N&.
Thursdays 8.30-10.30 £3/82.50

Bar & restaurant!

NORTH

Bouverie Road Scout Hall, Stoke Newinglan
Thursdays 7.30-10.15, £2.50/1.50

Steve Richards 0181 442 4816

NORTH

All Saints’ Art Centre, Whetstone
Tuesdays 7-9:30 £2

Simon 1181 449 6836

SOUTH

Grove Community Hall, Tooting SW17
Wednesdays 7-8, £2/hour.

Al cicreus skills, equipment provided
Serewy & Shirelle 0181 672 2575

SOUTH-WEST

Saint Paul's Church, Hammersmith
Mondays 7.30-9.30

Albert & Friends 0181 741 5471

CROYDON

Craydon Pasish Church Hall
Tuesdays B.15-10.30 £2
Keith Wood 0181 663 9585

EAST MOLESEY

Vine Hall, Vire Road

Thursdays 7-10

Jugoling & Molesey Maniacs Uni Hockey,
£150

Steve 0181 398 7380

WEALDSTONE

The Clawns' Callective, Saint Joseph's &
Community Centre, Graham Road
Tuesdays 8-11

Jane 0181 851 0919

WIMBLEDON

Kings College Sports Hal!
Tuesdays 7-8, termtime only
Andy Moore (1181 947 9311

HHI{&Y&.ES & UNI

Ackland Burghley School, Burghley Road
NS5

Wednesdays 8-9.30, £

Lunig 0171 585 6513 0181 341 7587

KIDS’ UNI
Rico 0181 773 1748

EAST ANGLIA

BURY SAINT EDMUNDS
Bury Fumblers, Saint John's Hall, Saint
John's Streat

Tuesdays - 7.30-8.30 ©1

CAMBRIDGE

Patchwork Community Circus

Cambridge Drama Céntre

Sundays 5-6 (beginners), 6-8 (144,
Thutsdays 4.30-5 30 Youth Circus (B-14)
Richard Grean 01223 302506

DEREHAM (nr. Norwich)
Justso James 01263 732888

HARWICH

Diover Court Ark Centre
Tuesdays 7.30-3.30 81

Suzy Oddball 01255 504758

IPSWICH
Suffolk College Gym
Tuesdays 7-0 £2
Dave (11473 255082

NORWICH

Saint Michael's Church, Colegate

Sundays 2.30-4.30 (under-16} £1.20,5.7.30
(skillgwap) £2/1

David 01603 486286, Will 01953 613445

ROMFORD

Rhythm & Balls, Century Youth Houze
Mondays 7-9.30, 50p

Chris Irving 01708 751656

IN THE MIDDLE

BANBURY
Mill Arts Centre, Spiceball Park
Mondays 8-10 £1 Wednesdays (kids) 4.30-

630
Pete 01202 250719
BEDFORD

Bedlotd Circus Ring, no lsed ahode
Thursdays 7,30-9.30?

O
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0234 328322

B‘LIDWOHTH (near
ansfield

Circus Interchange, Blidworth Youth
Club

Wednesdays 6-7.30

Mark/Pam 01623 797140

CHESTERFIELD
Graft, YMCA Hollyws!l Street
Tuesdays (fermtime) 7.30-9.30
Steve Gralt 01246 239245

CORBY

Youth Centre, Coffingham Road
Mondays 7-8

Balls Up, Gary o Andy 01536 63786

COVENTRY

Saint Peter's Centre, Charles Street
Wednesdays 7-8.30

Circus Palava 01203 448276

DERBY

Tomioolery, Ashgate School, Ashbourne
Road

Thursdays 7-9.30, £1, 50p under 163
Andrew Vass 01332 369581

DERBY

Mormanton Community Circus, The
Madaley Centee

Wednesdays 7-9.30

Adrian Wilson, Just Another Circus,
01332 382813

DUDLEY

Drop Zone, Gornal Youth Centre
Tuesdays 8.30-10.30

Neil Phaenix 01384 250068

EVESHAM

Wallace House Community Centre, Oat

Street
Mondays 7-8 £1.50/1
Malt 011386 421693

HEREFORD

Percival Hall JT Owens Strest
Thursdays 6 30-7.30 (kids) 7.30-9
(adults) £1

Pete 01432 760350

KIDDERMINSTER
Horsefait Community Centre
Sundays 6,30-9 £3-1,

Sleva 11562 861113

KINGSLAND

Coranation Hall

Thursdays 6.15-7,15, 75p Seperate Uni
space

(568 708577

LEICESTER

De Mortfort University Jugaling Club,
City Site 5.1,

Tuesdays 6 30-3ish

011§ 255 5576

LINGOLN

Croit Street Community Centre
Mondays af 7

Potty Porter’ s Kite & Juggling shop
Tuesdays af

Fred PurterD 522 544611

LUTON

Mad Hatter Circus, Chapel Langley,
Russe! Sireet

Tussdays 7-0 £1

Dunc/Maggie 015682 484167 Geofl
01582 416950

MILTON KEYNES

Great Linford Memorial Hall
Wednesdays 7-10, £1.50

Jugglers Anonymous, Graham 01908
210284

NORTHAMPTON

Drop Shop Juggling Clubs

Bective Middle School, Kingsthorpe
Sundays 5-7.30

Nene Centre, Bedford Road,
Tuesdays 6.30-6

Lawrence or Vicky 01327 38600

NOTTINGHAM

Portiand Schoal, Westwick Road,
Bilbarough

Wednesdays 7-10

Tony 0115 851 9061, Barry 0115 928
3080

NOTTINGHAM

Gravity Bum Shock (71), Forest School,
Gregory Boulevard

Thursdays during termtime 7-9

Doug 0115985 7050, John 0115 982
2351

NUNEATON

Saint Micholas Church Hall (behind
Library}

Fridays 6.30-8.30 £1

JahniClare (11203 387579

PELSALL

P

Shellield Community Schaol
Wednesdays 7-9, Adults £2, Kids £1
Richard Potter, Cannock Kites 11543
STITT /271563

SHREWSBURY
Jugglespace, nrts:ape_'_ Be
Thursdays 7 30-10 E1.50 (xids §1)
Robin 01743 884175 Fipna (1952
727230

WATFORD

Youth & Community Centre, Lawer High
Strest

Wednesdays'8-10

Youth Arts Cenlre, Grosvenor Road
Fridzays 7.30

Justin/Tom/Michelie 01923 817663

WORCESTER

Perdiswell Young Peopke's Centre
Tuesday 7-9,£1.50

Sharon or John, 019952334?

BIRMINGHAM

EDGBASTON

Midlands Arts Centre, Eannon Hill Park
Adults Sundays 7.30-5, Children
Wednesdays 4:30-6, £3.60

James Milla 0121 442 2480

HARBOURNE
Martineau Centre
Wednesdays 7.30-0
£210,90pconcs. £
James Millar 0121 4422669

LADYWOOD
Arts Centre, Freeth Street
Dave 3.3.10 0121 359 £200

PERRY BAR

B Block Hall, University of Central England
Gravity gets you down Mondays 5-7
termtime

Samcfo SU

BOURNEVILLE
Bournville Coliege
Thursdays 7.30
Raymond 0121 4400784

MANCHESTER

CENTRE

Palytechnic Gym, All Saints' Building,
Oxford Aoad.

Fridays 7-9, termtime.

CENTRE
UMISSED, Crlonr Reynolds Building,
UMIST

Wed f Lo AR

CENTHE

Metropilitain Univarsity J ugghng Club, All
Saint Building.

Fridays 5-7 termtime

CHORLTON

(Quirkus, Saint Werourgh's PaisheHall
Mondays, Juniars 7-8, Adulis B-10
Ric, Clare 0161 881 0506

FALLOWFIELD ¢
MUCUS Above the bar, University
Buildings, Owens Park
Thursdays 7-9 termtime.

GORTON

Gymnastics Club, Old Gorton Baths, oft
Hyde Aoad
Tuesdays & Thursdays 8 30-10

SALFORD
ﬁir;l.'us & Juggling Ciub, University Spols
3

Fridays 5-7 termtime, £3 2 year!
Jon D161 782 3037

STOCKPORT

Prigsthzll Recreation Cenltre, Heaton Moor
Tuesdays 5-7 {children) 7-9 (adults)
Bzercus - Moni 161 256 1838

WITHINGTON
Manchester Community Circus,
Withingten Commiinity Bentze
Sundays 5-7

Winston 0161 445 5774

WORSLEY

Hoe Green Juggling Club, Beesley Green
Hall, Green Leach Lane

Mondzys 7.30-9.30

Malt 0161 794 0505

NORTH
BIRKENHEAD

Charing Cross Youth Centre
Sundays 12-5
Ann, Small Top Circus, 181653 3519

BLACKPOOL
Jugglenuts, Grange Park Jumiar Schaol
Wednesdays 7 45-10.30 Saturdays 1,30~

W

4,30 £1 (kids 50p)
Carl (11253 304831 Alan 01253 307817

BOLTON

Higher Education Cenire
Friday Evenings

Tatiea cards 01204 22220

BRADFORD
Manningham Sparts Cenlre
Fridays 5.30-7.30

Peter (1274 586219

BRADFORD
Saltaire Methodist Church Hall, Titus Street
Simon 01274 532287,

CHESTER

Ballistics Juggling Club, Morthgate Arena,
Victoria Road

Mondays 8.15-10.15, £2/1 50

Alden 01244 340789 (day) 383475 (not)

CLITHERQE

Rosfields Leisure Centra
Wednesday

Brian Waterhouss 01200 29860
COCKERMOUTH
Juggling Club, Christchurch Roems
Tuesdays 7.30 .
Dave 01500 822867

COLNE

JFhe Od School, Exchange Street
Tuaseia)s 7-8 E1.50/E 1 (kids)

01282 880735 (shop)

CREWE

Scrgwhalls, Ludford Shieet Famllyceeﬂfe
off Bacger Avenue

Sundays 6-9

DURHAM

Universily Cireus Club, Dunelm House, New
Elvel

Thursday Evenings in termtime, 2l welcome

HARROGATE

“Btarbeck Youth & Community Centre, High

Streel,
Saturdays §.30-8.30
Pefe 01423 889125, Tim 01423 567583

'HEBDEN BRIDGE

The Ground Floor Centre, Holme Street
Wednesdays 7,15-8.30

Circus Fagtory Studio, Old Town, bba.
Tony Webber 011422 842072

HUDDERSFIELD
Tuesdays
Dt 01484 586617

HULL .
Hull Community Circus
Wednesday 7-0 somewhere
D482 343026

KENDAL
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Jem Hulbert 01229 581485

LANCASTER

Unversity, Minar Hall (juggfing) sports hall
{unis)

other details 1he

contact 811, on 01524 65201

grEns,

Community Centra
Wednesdays 6.30-8.30
Al G113 27T 121

LEEDS

Holt Park Leisure Cenire

Maondays 8-10, £2+30p entrance lee
“Complete Juggler” certificate schemel
Fun Company, Kris Wray 0117 260 6746

LEEDS

Wnicycle Hockey, Bramstan Recreation
Centre, Calverley Lane

Wednesdays 7-8

Mike 0117 243 5491 (work number)

LIVERPOOL

Touteth Sports Centre, Upper Hill Strgst
8-10, Thursday. Contribution to casts,

Max Lovius and others (1151 727 1074

LIVERPOOL

Uiniversity Juggling Club, Mountford Hall
Mandays 7-10

051420 7084

LYTHAM SAINT ANNE'S
Qld School, Beauclerx Road

Tuesdays 6.30-8.30, Fres!

Phif 01253 731143

MACCLESFIELD

Tytheringtan School

Thursdays 7-9 fermtime

Contact Boraugh Councill
MIDDLESBROUGH

The Pandemaniacs, Saint Mary's Centre,
Corporation Road

Thursdays 6-8, £1.50 {concs £1)

ity Circus, W

Bob Parker 11642 262869 days,
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

Dockray House (formerly West End Boys
Clut'l) Sutherland Avenue.

Thursdays 8-10, £1

Simon, Ugly Juggling Co., 0191 232
0297

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
Unicycle Hockay, Leazes Park
Wednesdays at 7

Aiex D191 261 5128 or the Uglles

PRESTON

University of Central Lancashire

‘;I'sznesdays 6-9, everyone welcome
181

ROCHDALE

The Broacwater Centre, Smith Street
Adults Mondays 7-9, Children Tuesdays
& Wednesdays at 4

Skylight Circus in Education, Noreen &
Jim 01706 50678

SCARBOROQUGH
Catchastrophy, Westborough Methodist
Church

Tugsdays; ids 7-9, adults 8-10 £1
Bilan Renshaw 01723 581067

SHEFFIELD .
Crooked Clrcus, Walkley Community
Cenlre

Wednesdays 8-10.30 €1
Sam/Pete 0114 268 1034

SHEFFIELD

Flying Teapot Circus, Saint Andrew's
Church Hal! Hanﬂmrer Way
Mondays

Rlcqul'h'n 0114 266 3546

SHEFFIELD

Jestas.]ugghng Club, Hunters Bar Junior
School

Wednesdays 6-7.30 under 13, 8-10 the.

rest

Barbara Goody, Jak & Mo Hirst 0114 256°
9505

WARRINGTON

Bewsey Hiah School Gym

Wednesdays 7-10

Rob Taylor 01925 602544, Karen Wilkde
(1925 631518

WHITBY
The Shurch Housa, Flowergate
Saturdays 2-4, £1.50/81

Vicky 01947 801727

WIDNES
Jugglers A’ Us, Ditton Community Cenre
051 420 7064

WIRRAL

Charring Cross Youth Centre, Birkenhead.

Sundays 12-5
Ann, Wirral Community Circus 0157 824
1827

WIRRAL

Hope Farm Cenire, Ellesmare Fort
Mondays 3-11 (phone first)

Keilh 0151 334 0219, Phil 01244 336172

YORK

Cosmos Juggling Club, Priory Sireet
Centre

Tuesdays 7-9, £1.50 (£1 conc.)

Jim arAnna 01904 430472

SCOTLAND

EDINBURGH
Tolicross Community Centre
78

M
‘Angela 131 447 7862

GLASGOW

The Fichill Complex, Hopehill Road,
Maryhill

Thursdays at 7

Mark 0141 945 2541

GLASGOW

Co-motion, Maryhill Community Central
Halls, Maryhill Rload

Wednesdays 7.30-9.30

Chiis 01 41 427 3581

GLASGOW

University Juggling Club

Meets in OM Union, University Gardang
Maost Tuesdays 7-9. Membership £2
OMU 0141 339 9784

INVERNESS

Merkinch Community Centre
Mondays 7.30-10

Daye 01463 220185
LIVINGSTON

Cross Clubs Christian Juggling Club
Gary Cassan 01506 411187
SHETLAND ISLES
Sandwick Junior High School

Saturdays 10.30-12
Gary Worrall 019505 501 /01595 2114

STIRLING

Cowane Centre
Mondays 7-8.30
0786 475429

-_ STIRLING

Batis Un Club, University
Contact Noeleen Breen, S.U.

SKYE

Braes Community Hall
Saturdays 11-1

Dave Patfield 0147 062 377

WALES

MID WALES
Rockpark Holel Games Room, Llandidrod Wells
Wednesdays 6-7 (7-12 yrs | 13-adult 7.15-3
Chris 01507 824300, Jerry DE31 581070

ABERYSTWYTH
Studio, Arts Centra
Tuesdays 7-10

Olly 20 Marine Terrace.

BANGOR

The Greenhouse, High Street

Thursdays 7:30-9, £1.50

0248 372239

CAMARTHEN

Queen £lizabeth Cambria School
Termtime, Thursdays 6.30-0.30

Nefty 01570 480022, Pippa 01239 77292

CARDIFF

CUT = Cardilf Unicycle Team

Rizssel 01446 740520

LLANDUDNO

John Bright School

Tuesdays 810

Zero G, Phil 01432 514039
PORTHMADOG

Harleguin Juggling Club, Guide Headquarters,
Hill Street

Thursdays 6-7.30 {beginners} 7.30-9 cthers.
g

T
lan & Gill 01766 75763
POWYS

commumtwacus Schoal, Y-Fan Instifute, near
Llanidioes

Thursdays kids 6-8, adults 810

Liz or Chris Panic 01650 521559

SWANSEA
Jugguiar, Dynevar Schoal, Mansel| Straet
Wednesdays 7-9.30, £2/81, first week Iree
Sam 01792 470546

SWANSEA

Dillwin Liswelyn School, Cackefts
Mondays 7-8, ]nragmned Youth Circus
Phill Buston, 01792 466231

IRELAND

BELFAST

Bellast Community Circus Schaol, Crescent Arts

Centre, University Road
C

30t 01282 236007 / 248861
BELFAST

Circus 1 10.3, Saint Patrick's Training School,
Glen Road

Tuesdays 6:8

Paf Duggan 01232 301123

DUBLIN

Ormond Multi-Media Centre
Mondays 7-10

{011) 260 1946

GALWAY

Butterfingers Eire, Eyre Square Canlre
Warkshops most weeks

Toby Shears (010 353) (0)91 63586

MAYNOOTH

/o Student’s Union, Saint Patrick's Coliege.
Moigan Gilber!,

CHANNEL ISLANDS
ALDERNEY

Masonic Hall, Aldeiney
Wednesdays 7-8
Moira 01451 822246

GUERNSEY

Sainf Martin's Church Hall

Tuesdays 7-9 £2/1

Keith (11481 54155

JERSEY

Saint Saviour's Schoal, Saint Helier
Tuesdays B-10, £2/1

Lisa 01534 499682, Suzi 0153¢ 283008
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Rae Ongma! Eqd'bmenf“

@ (avoid imitations!) :

MANUFACTURERS IN THE U.K. SINCE THE 80°S

sS=ARD ABSOLUTE
juggling equipment & Circas Prodacts

The full range is available in London at:

radical\é 10A, Fouberts Place radlcal 40, King’s Road

London W1V 1HH
S P O RT ¢ (formerly London Kite & Juggling S P O = T London SW3

Co.)

and at the best juggling retailers throughout the world. Call 01422 843672
(4 lines), Fax: 01422 845191 for all retall wholesale or ma]l order enquiries.

DX Pow?’r Balls NOW IN fhe shops
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BRIGHTON

at

the big top

6?(031‘011: ,PQ l"/e,

other selected venues. T -
Or (01273) 556284

No Pertarmances on Manday 151h Moy and Menday ;.rni Ky

ighton
Rick Wakemen and his beind For haokings please 1elephone
will perform the score LIVE at The Brighton Festival Box Office on:

the Brighton Festival and at (01273) 7097 09

e On site from 21 st Ap1'i|

B-AAPE

FESTIVAL PERFORMANCES SPONSORED BY LondonGatWiCk

[



