


THE BRIGHTON
JUGGLING.STORE
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WE STOCK:

HENRY'S
BEARD
SPOTLIGHT
MISTER BABACHE
DUBE
GRIFEINE
SEMCYCLES
D.M.
PASHLEY
GRIMAS
RENEGADE
& MUCH MUCH
MORE!!!

FREE CATALOGUE
AVAILABLE

LEARGE SHOP TO
TRY PROPS

24 Kensington Gardens, Brighton,
East Sussex, BN1 4AL
Tel: (0273) 696068 Fax: (0273) 679388

Circomedia offers long-term\
4.\ training in Circus and

~ Performance skills from
it’s premises in BRISTOL.

T his Spring we are runni{rj‘ a series of short courses
led by Internationally respeéted tutors, suitable for both
beginners and performers /practitioners who want to
develop and breaden their skills base.

The Progr e Includes:

Acrobatics, Beginners & Inte ediate Aerial, Movement
Improvisation, Tight Wire, Dg,gaqé with Object Manipulation,
Beginners Circus Skills, aiwﬁ'ns & Eccentrics, Commedia del
Arte, Rigging & Ma{kq;_yggr-own Trapeze, The Mask,
Performance & ,C‘r(odﬁ Work and Feldenkrais Method.

Circomedia is also no ng applications for entry onto
both it’s One Year and '_ re;.’nonth Foundation Intensive
Circus, Performarm 'pEVISII'Ig Skilis Courses. ¢

For a copy of the prospectus, please send an s.a.e to: _
Kim Lawrence, Circomedia, I 6 York Road, ; ’ |
Bedminster, Bristol BS3 4AL.

CRCONEDN

K ACADEMYOF CIRCUS ARTS & PHYSICAL THEATRE

ZIPP(YS ACADEMY
of Coreccs rtnts

Six months intensive circus skills training ‘on the road' with a real
non-animal cireus, touring around Britain for the entire course.
Training takes place daily in the Circus Big Top and on outside aerial
rigs with the Academey’s specialist tutors whose skills span a wide
range of disciplines.

Performance opportunities exist when the Academy visits Festivals
throughout the Summer with it's own 500 seater Big Top. Upon
graduation leading Circus and Theatre Agents are invited to the

annual End of Term Showease to-assist in gaining employment. Places
are limited so classes are small. RSA Qualification offered.

Auditions in England January/February 1995.
Diploma Course commences |st May 1995.

Fees-are chafged.

For more details contact:
VYerena Cornwall,Manager, ZACA,
174 Stockbridge Road,Winchester,

Hampshire. SO22 6RW. England.
(01962) 877600 Fax (01962) 868097
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NEW CLUB IN TOWN
plus new balls, a silly hat and some stranger things

yet, The Catch consumer unit checks out the pick of
the props.

“If someone says that one more time, I'll..." James

Beals DID!
PASSED

More marvels of Victorian ingenuity in the prop
department, from:the:bottomless-archives of Pearse

Hallpenny.
ROUND FHE WORLD

Dispatches from our foreign correspondents: first up
The Sandman prowling the pavements of Prague.

RING PIECE

Jeremy James hasrevolutionised ring juggling, as
anyone who saw the Hagen public show will tell you
- and he's givingaway his secrets right here!

SN

From Virginia Beach to New Orleans to London to
Germany, with Italians, Spanish Americansand a dog
called Israel - the travels of Mr, Moracco, Paulof that

k.
ALLYOUNEED'IS...

three balls and someonersufficiently enamoured to
dedicateatrick toyou. A tale oftrue lurrve courtesy of
Gee Mack.

WRITINGI®BOWN WRITE-UR
Codes, calculationsand computersall figurein Charlie
Dancey's exploration of the different ways of

representing jugaling tricks in 2-D.
FEEDS

The Catchcompetition corner, in which itis revealed
that our readers have an even more dubious sense of
humour than the writers.

JUST WHAT T ALWAYS WANTED
What we want in our Christmas stockings. Robbie
gets stuck in the chimney bringing it all into visible
form.

CATCH THIS
All the news that's fit.to print and a couple of slightly
dubious bits - dates, scores;a challenge or twoand a

|etter from America,
MULTIPLEX

Geta job, geta newact, geta CD of Juggling Frank or

get a life!
CATCH OUT

We only went to-one event this time. Well, it was
raining...

BALLS

If a picture’s worth a thousand words; describing a
video would{ake the whole magazing - but we manage
a couple of books tool

MAKE MY DAY

E N 1

DROPS

Pippa Teereckons juggling has an image problem -
“.butis it art?” wonders Pof!

CATCHPHRASES

OnHirDiabolocalness’ Service, communiqués from
the only official institutions we recognise round

here.
DROP BACK LINES

One doo-dah yankie, one randy teenager, one
foulmouthed compéreandat leasta couple of proper
readers - they all meet-on the Calch letters page.

CLUBS
The public halls of the nation resound to the sound
of dropped clubs, unicyclists’ foreheads hitting the
floor and people passing The Catchround instead of
buying it. Probably.

MES THE LAST WORD
Busker Gutgets all fired up over a new trick. Robbie
sketches with-sunglasses on,

'QIIE FI FVEN 9 'CEMRE 111 ) A
uiSSUEELEVEN ? DECEMBER 1994 - JANUARY 1993
The Cateh is publislied every 86400 minuies from:
Moorledge Farm Cottage, Knowle Hill, Chew Magna, Bristol BS18 8TL.
Edited by Diabolo, Catch’s Cradle, cfo the ahove.
| Advertising & Trade Sales, Jan & Stuart Ashman, Catch Office,
phone Sefax 01275 882655,
| Cover Photo wurlear of Todd Strong who has produced a fab book of Diabolo postcards
(available in all good juggling shops) - but this isn't one of them!
| Strips uld bits - Robbie Maclmosh, Martin F Bedford, Gavin Sinclair, James Beale,
i d, and remixed by:
Hawnrd Vause, 0 1225 776515,
| The big machines are ar: Wiltshires, Bedminster, Bristol.
Local colour by: Bebright, Bristol,

This is ihe small print. Most people don’ read it. Go‘away! The Calch regrets that your coverage will be invalid {or just
plaln Inaccurate or nonexistent) if information, fat eheques elc, are nol recaived within threa days of the accident, or by
December 30h for the next issue (February-March), Mol having read this bil does nol conslitute an excuse, neither do

acls of God or ha Post O'HIce sarlhquakes, Ihe collapse ol Weslern Congumer Capifalism, elc.

The 1 baliew ,
photography femain the cnpynghto! the originators, and they can in most cases be contacled through the Calefroffice,

urless you've the Inland Ravenue, MIG, orihe Oddballs hit squac, it justcame through the post and we didnt understand

150 we printed i1, your hanour,

The Catehrwelcomes conlributions, especially phalography, carloons, reviews of recent shows and kiss-and-fell accounts
I of your nights of lust with that well-known international perormer, Ifin doubt give usa iry, unless you'd be really olfended
when we cul [t down and put It on the latters page, ridieuls it in [italics and brackets -dl, forget all about it, steat your idea
and pass il off @our own, or put it In the tigers'tray, It you e thinking Bl wiiling something long it might be better o wrile
10 us about 1| first though the editor’s alazy git andfakes months ta reply, If you want stulf returned you'd beller send an
SAE, though weda like to hang on 1o phatos for our archives, 16 use someday perhaps, or fo cut out the heads and stick

| them in an amusing manner on pictures of naked women; dnrlsp. llt.
The publishers of this policy do not guarantee o indemnif

o reply - it's called the letlers paga, Or Oraps. Il you're annoyed by anything | expect 1| was
wa mean - letter-bombs won't it through our door, that's been hried already.

] The Catchwouldn) exis! without Stuart & Jan & Pip. They maj hiave created a monster.

intentional. React! Verbally,
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Y Of dodgy humour or even dodgier
advice contained on ifs pages. We Jusl print what the puhh: mnts. hanest; Sﬂcuely‘s to blame, There is a statutory right

- ustrallywe just don't pay. Full Stop, All contributions, artwork and I

PIC: DUNCAN CASTLING



'“"J.J«sa@i SMS
NEW

BIG-FEET

JUST THE THING FOR 'KIDS

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTORS

WANTED
for FREE CATALOGUE:
L.G. MARKRTING LTD.
DEPT. (49
64 LEICESTER ROAD, SALFORD;
MANCHESTER M7 4AR
ENGLAND
Telephone: 0161 - 7089090 Fax: 0161 - 7920098

MAGIC BY POST

BRITAINS No.1
MAGIC and TRICKS
CATALOGUE
sent

FREE

Tel./Fax.

0272 774334
anytime, or write-40

MAGIC BY POST

167 Winchester Road
Bristol BS4 3NJ
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riveted. Not for sale to under 16vrs
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new costuwe and accessory room,

@ ddest cireus /magic/cosivme
and joke props tracked

{l"down - if not already in stock!

eavtiful newly decorated
shop complete with our

1
enerous discounts for
workshops and bulk orders.

ruesome new collection
of wmasks. Giant giraffe
unicycles and great gift ideas.

=Y

oads of space to try it
all out; Triple spins and
gawes of Gladiators possible!

R

niertainers of every
deseription from clowning

Ef@

10.cabaret on call for your event.

PLUS: Our new free catalogue bursting
with wonderful jugaling, novelty, magle,
eostume and efrcus-skills type goodles of
all deseriptions. Unleyeles a speelaltty!

Lightning fast mall-order service.
Call the Boggle team on:

Path (0225) 446685

‘ % L Or-better still, vistt the shop at:
(= 9-Broad Street Bath, BAl 5L =




PROPaJOB

NOT JUST A LOAD QF,0LD BALLS

mong the hits of the Hagen convention (trailing onlya little behind

Zorro himself) were a new line of illuminated balls going under the

not-entirely-mysterious name Globalls. Brainchild of Phil & Gary

Rogers of Aero Tech, a company specialising in a new generation (hah!)

of wind-generators, in collaboration with Rhett Hill & Alex Sharp of
The Ballistic juggling equipment co., the balls have eight LEDs (Light
Emitting Diodes, used for displays and meters on modern electronic equip-
ment) in a PVC-derived shell. They look&omeéthing rather wonderful on a
dark or semi-dark stage, leaving the trails of light usually associated with UV
gear, and totally outshine the performers (if you know what Lmean), who can
be as invisible as they like.

Globalls and main charger - plugged n and swilched on.

They're Green as can be (except that LEDs are usually red) in that they're rechargeable
(either from mains or a solar charger), and profits from their manufacture go to support
the development of Aero Tech’s wind generators, a long-term project into which Phil &
Gary had sunk all their savings - in fact they were wondering where the next finance was
coming from when the ball ideawas;er;generated. At the moment they're so busy making
juggling equipment they don’t have time for their other work! Themewest version is even
vibration-sensitive and switches itself off if it hasn’t been thrown for ten seconds -
otherwise the battery lasts for three hours so few people risk having.it run out at a critical
point (LEDs use very little power), Though actually you're advised not to bounce them,
the prototypes were tested by throwing at motorway signs at 70 mph. and the final model
had a 100% survival rate (are yowSure you want us to tell thaf story, Boys?).

If that wasn’t boggling enough, from the same stable and distributors came a later
development, the Laserball, which uses more'expensive ‘laser’ LEDs which had been
developed for control system activation. Anyone who saw Ballistie’s Rhett at Flagen,
complete with smoke machine and some bangin’ techno, certainly eame away wanting a
set for themselves. The laser ‘beams’ manage 4ft in smoke and it’s safe to say you won’t
have seen anything like it, on this planet at least. Still to come aréan even brighter set,
said to be 15x the power (and, at an estimated £500 per ball, dnly for the high fee-
earners), and programmable balls which will change ¢olour as you perform. Also in a
shop near you soon, juggling and swinging clubs and diabolos with-tlie samgLED
technologies, and they’re alleged to be working on Cigar Boxes, Devilsticks, Rings,
Spinning Plates and even a Walking Globe. You'te not going to be able to get away from
the things.

....l.................I............i.......I.........QQ...I..Q...........I.....

In_any other industry,
the constant flow of new
products is, of course,
symptomatic of the es-
sential sickness of con-
sumer ‘society, always
needing to repackage
the basic (and useless)
commodity to sell it
again to keep the mills
turming, etc... Juggling
is naturally different
(youknewiwasgoingto
say that) - in our case,
the flow of new prod-
ucts is because of the
unrivalled marvellous
creativity of juggling
manufacturers, JTF
members, performers
with silly ideas they
want to see made real,
etc. In the next couple
of pageswe take a closer
look at some of the more
unusual items that have
come our way over the
last year. Who knows,
they may even be avail-
ablerat your local jug-

ghing shop...
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PROP2JOB o

OUASIMODO

You might avoid the LED onslaught by
walking around with your eyes shut
(though you won’t avoid much else...) but
that won't help you escape the Audiball
[groan -d], which has bells in, in a
mannet of speaking, Large (85mm), high-
polished stainless steel, with a sort of a
medieeval look to them, and extremely
noisy, said to be indestructible + noe
matter how much you might want to
after your children get hold of them =
these would drive you crazy to practise
with but would be a great stage or street
prop until everyone else gets a set.
There's a danger of them becoming
nearly as popular as the eating the apple
ete. tricks the manufacturers are rightly
cheesed-off with.

All quiet on the Audiballs front

From the same company, Bizarre
Juggling (they merit the name for
insisting that the products were invented
by a duck called Ethel), comes the aptly-
named Mad Hat, which looks like
something out of a cartoon - a steel
helmet with an 8" high fitting on[top
which can accommodate either a wickya
cup to catch Audiballs, or a spike on
which to impale objects of your choice -
Bizarre suggest it be used as part of a
fruit-juggling routine, but one thinks
longingly of Garfields or My Little
Ponies. The JSA tried them out in an
impromptu fire-show with Sally fiom
Croissant Neuf and pronounced 'them a
hit with all concerned. A convention of a
dozen or so flaming helmets would be
spectacular indeed.

gyms (who use them

SOME THINGS
IN THE AIR

Other interesting things to chuck around
that have come our way (repeatedlyl)
recently include Flightine’s Wobbly, a soft
but tough [Just like me - d] indoor
boomerang which ean’t cause overmuch
damage to anything (apart from possibly
those Ming vases balanced perilously on
your mantelpiece) and are small enough
to thréw in a fairly confined space.
They're pretty-coloured, too, and there
must be a juggling routine in there
somewhere - it would certainly fill in those
quiet moments in Renegade shows, etc,

Strangest of the lot, and we wish we still
had the photos (anyone oblige?) were the
juggling cubes we saw at Hagen and then
at Corby, They're 16" or-thereabouts cubes
made from ripstock/kite material and
filled with hot air from a hair-dryer - so
you've got an all-but weighiless juggling
prop with which youean perform all the
usual tricks and more, or demonstrate
something complicatéd in slowsmotion at
a workshop - and you can fold them up
and put them in your pocket! The ones
we saw were tlie property of John Foster,
who'd been so impressed by the ones he
saw at Hagen that he’d got Martin
Thomas from The Leading Edge kite shop
in the Corn Exchange, Leeds, to make
some up. Perhaps he'd do the same for
you, Anyone know who first developed the
idea?

MBTM’s Splat balls, those 1.6 kg.

deachball beanbags thatweressuch a hit a

couple of years ngo/have been fallowed
into the heavyweight record books by a
new number from Beard, the DX Pow’r
Ball, an ultra-heavy but seft ball in three
weights/sizes which has already been
hailed as a success by physiotherapists,

as exercise) and by
those involved in the
Paraplegic’s
Olympic Games
(juggling 1l become
an Olympic sportl).
They were certainly
a hit with the Catch
team at the
Lancaster conven-
tion ...and juggling
ordinary balls or
beanbags afterwards
was odd as anythingl

o000 0OOOGCONOOOBSBOEONOOEBDBOOSS

THE WHEEL
THING

Our roundup of the odd things you find in
juggling shops (and in adverts in The
Catch, of course) isn’t complete without
the LeisureGo devices, various methods of
bouncing and riding about the place in an
agile skilful manner, most notable of
which are the PedalGo, the four-wheeled
pedal truck that just about anyone can get
going on (Greg ‘Dr. Colin® Wells enthuses
about these: *‘for someone to get out of a
wheelchair onto a pedalgo is brilliant -
theymaynéed three people to hold them
on, but they get such a kick out of it”") and
the more.advanced Fun Wheels, with one
wheel on each side, which many work-
shops have found to be an excellent
preeursor tounicycling. We would also
recommend the SnakeBoard only
Diabolo’s mum says he's not allowed to
have one ‘cos they’re too dangerous. Ta
her.

IT'LLNEVER FLY

Not every advance in juggle-tech is so
successful, admittedly. Beard developed a
collapsible aluminium devilstick (it
unscrewed in the middle) and bought a
special andexpensive machine tool to
make it. Everyone at the Leeds Conven-
tion was interested, until someone
dropped the prototype and it bent in the
middle - too soft! Eventually the tubing is
torbeused in'a giant marquee, so not all is
lost... And what do you reckon to these?
Freaks Unlimitec’s Jester Club - perhaps
you can seewhy it didn’t sell. Or perhaps
you'd like an unusual and functional prop
that no-one else has - in which case they’re
bound to have one or two lying around

somewhere..,

Fraaks Jesler Clubs - invenled by Kellie and Paul
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DON'T STAY IN THE DARK

PUT A LITTLE LIGHT
INTO THE FUTURE

What induced 400 Germans to
sing Christmas Carals in

i August? What has inspired
such comments as;

& 'Wicked mate, you did
my head in', 'You look
like you've got three
hands’,

Confused?

Curious?

SN0, g
agple 0 0T8NS e complet™len
m:::‘a"‘;‘ aq“\pme“‘“d h@::‘ “-ﬁm\ech :g -
o ance ol s -
WoreinREe cance. ML 3 hour
trom @ UP jpment 10

in reg
BALLISTIC Ehis equigm e
PERFORMANCE AGENCY £ NG syvmle
REQUIRES PROFICIENT 3/5 8 J
BALL ROUTINE JUGGLERS - =
CONTACT US FOR (8
REGULAR BOOKINGS il

BALLISTIC, 17:19 WU&HTO*&HES-

: CH3 5AE
TELEPHONE: +44(0)244 322133 FAX: +44(0):

J244 340928,

ok

FLIGHTILINE
SPORT RBOOMERANGS

Woan / POLYPROPYLENE / CARBON-FIBRE
BEGINNERS / COMPETITION
SPINNING KITE

FLIGETILINE
TRADE NwdiTTﬂN
ENQUIRIES .;.'Eﬂllx
WELLUME ENGLAND
IF25.6EL

PHONE OD53 - BR300  ran
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Avallatile from good shops or mall order

Welcome 0 DkeamianD StorT

Totse
perfeet
Audiball



PASSED

DIGGING UP THE ARCHIVES
from ““The Art of Modern Jugaling” by
Angelo J. Horton, 1910

5
ENLARGED VIEW

oF
SIDE OF FRAME

o Elgovc_
SECTION

Dorrep LinES
INDICATE  Lamp
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CormMERS

@ﬂl YOLVING
CHAHDELIER,
®

Strtoaro

Lampe

Buricn  gr
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(ZECH YOUR PAPERS

As a first instalment of our regular
International Busker’s guide, here’s a
Postcard from Praguefrom 7/e Sandman,
whose devilstickery-was bedevilled by
regulations - but/it could have been worse
still: they might have understood his verbal...
lines like those go unpunished in no civilised
country...

f I believe what I read about a nation from its literature

then I've woken up in hell. Not Hell in Iceland, but hell

as written by Kafka, A quick quote from “The Castle’:

“Nobody may do that without permission. But you have
Mno such permit”,

Prague i isa very welcoming eity, with beer at 25p a half-litre it’s
little wonder Furope’s travelling youthi have been beating a path
there.A castle does dominate, the streets below are straight out of
the book, and the natives loak like characters; it’s only the tourists
who carry on the slogan “Prague is for lovers”. Always at the cenure
of Furope, a crossroads on fashionable trading routes, the current
trade is tourism and the streets are buzzing, A gentle stroll across
Charles Bridge is all anyone ean mannge because it’s so black with
people. This allows me to hear House Of The Rising Sun being
sung simultancously in a dozen tongues - it’s o shame every busker
singsiit-every other song!

Making strect-shows for Czech people is tough. Mr. J. & I make
shows in‘the Old Town Square for tourists and it is not long before
armed police interrupt us, asking one or two one-or-two-worded
guestions. The audience is transfixed. Words like ‘passport’ and
‘permit’ break through the vatiling Czéeh; as more police hover the
audience grows. We ask for/an interpréter from our crowd, as one
bravely gomes forward the audience gathers in tight around us.
The female officer says: *You needra-permit to perform. But you
have no such permit!” We have to pay an instant fine to avoid
arrest. The'kindly interpretey(speaking in Czech) cites Stalin and
Kafka at the police, while people push forward putting money in
our hands saying: *“We have a poet as President but they still
suppress ereativity.” We getawayanddive to make again, Three
members of SPIRAL TRIBE did get arvested and held for three
hours - they had been banginga bloodyhuge drum.

I¥’s the next day and we areallsitting-ina.corridor down Vodicora
waiting for our permits. 1 find the policewoman’s words in “The
Castle” and o long shiver shiakes my sweat cold, s my turn next.
It’s laterin the season so we get stuffedfor pitches, end up making
shows with suspicious Czechs who eye us up like we arve the worst
excess from capitalist society, and we learn where you’d really be
without Taughter.

Apart from that incident it’s 8 great city. | love it!

PASSED/ROUND THE WORLD 9




WARTS AND
WOBBLY BITS

CRAFTS
ETHNIC TO HITEK
LOADS OF JUGGLING,STUEE
AND MUCH MORE

44 High Street, Rochester
Kent MET TLN
Telephone:

0634 829256

0836 741486
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

a
l
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[ JUGGLIES

' MANUFACTURERS OF
IQUALITY SUEDE BALLS

YIN YANG © 1989BM
*Unique to Jugglies* £18.00
For Balanced Juggling!
Boxed set of 3 suede balls

| APPLIQUE © £18.00
{ Multi Coloured Ball

Beautifully Hand Crafted
I Boxed set of 3 suede balls:

SPECTRAL

£16.50
8 Segment Rainbow Ball
Very Attractive Spin

[
|
l
|
|
[
[
|
|
I
|
Boxed set®f'3 suede balls {
q |
|
|
|
!
I
[
|
|
I
|

MeJUGGLIES TARTAN &
4 Segment Ball | £13.50 QU* A\Yj
A Rej'gul:u' Kitschy Favourite \q*

suede & tartan bulls.
WEE WANS @ £1:r 50
Is size important to you?
Ideal formultiplexing!
Boxed set of 5 suede balls

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Send Postal Order or Chegue (payvable to)
S MIDDLETON= WASPS STUDIOS
PATRIOTHALL = STOCKD
Please add £1.50 for Postace and Packing

TELEPHONE:- 0131 220 4721

COQOCL000

s EDINBURGH

THE UGLY JUGGLING
COMPANY

Juggling Circus,
Theatrical Supplies & Books

Visit our shop or use our
fast mail order service.
Free catalogue.

73 WESTGATEROAD

W\l }[J”I“i“ |H‘
3 N

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

NE1 1SG

ENGLAND

Tel/Fax (091) 232 0297

UNICYCLES
Buy direct from the importer |

These excellent machines are
manufactured to our own
speeification & include:

Chrome frame & bearing clamps
36 spoke chrome wheel

White wall tyre

Contoured & padded saddle
Quick release seat post clamp
Cetterless cranks

Aceessories & spares

Fully guaranteed

20" Wheel Hodel
Oty L7E we psp

Leaflet & order form
from:

CAN & WILL

4 Market Square, Kineton,
Warks, CV35 OLP
Fax 01926 640213

O\ The Original Equipment 7

The Beard range includes the amazing ‘DX ball - a cross between a stage ball and o
beanbag. Totally wcTerproof constuction in a huge variety of colours (including
luminous). New ‘soff feel’.  Ask for Beard equipment by name. Avoid imitations.




them, hurl them Into the alir, calch,
stack around your neck and call
yourself Antony Gatto. But how
can you be the new Anlony Galto
If he ain't even old yelP So chuck the rings
into the attic and go back to working on yel
another variation of the Mills Mess... No! Try
something different - Ring Grinds!
| guess I've losl you. You've no idea what Ring
Grinds are, have you? If you'd seen lhe public
show at Hagen, you'd know. But if not, ...you'll see
that it's all very simple really,
Firsl, take three rings and juggle in your normal
cascade paltern. Carry on like this and you'll very
quickly die of boredom, so we have (0 do some-
thing. Throw one of the rings as if you were going
1o throw high and ‘snap’ your wrist, so that the ring
spins very fasl but dogsn’l go loo high. Al this
momenlt, you should have a ring in each hand and
one coming down towards your head and spinning
very fast. Don't iry to catch it with your hand! - turn
one of the rings in your hand so that it’s parallel to
the ground, and calch the falling ring on thaf. Lel
the ring spin for a second or two, throw It up into
the air and continue in a cascade.

ings are boring. All that anyone
' does Is numbers. Take thirteen of

This Is the very basis Ring Grind: you spin onering
on another and throw the spinning ring back inte
the air. Catch the rings, put them down and go and
have a drink o celebrale.

e STRAIGHT GRIND
Fgly "=

1) Prepare

i) Throw Grind

iii) Catch Grind
Very basic and simple really, but as usual therg are
some things 1o think about. When you throw the
ring, you 'snap' your wrist lo gel the spin, Be
careful, 'cos somelimes you lose control over the
ring and it flies Into your face. Not very nice! Don'l
throw the ring too high - it's more difficull 1o catch.
When you calch, give a bil and think about the
position of your hand on the calching ring, because
i the spinning ring lands on your fingers it will hiuirt
like hell, Finally, once a ring is spinning on another,
don't leave It for too long or it will stop and falt - and
you'll look a real idiot,

- This grind, where you spin the ring straight in front
of you, is called the 'Straight Grind'. Origifal, no?
There are two others where the spinning ring s flat
1o your body: The ‘Backhand Grind' and lhe 'Fore-
hand Grind'. In the Backhand Grind, the ring goes
across your body, thrown by one hand onfothe ring
in the other hand. With this grind, if the spinning
ring goes loo far, it should roll back lowards you
along the ground. In the Forehand Grind, you throw
as if you were Juggling a Reverse Cascade flal lo
your body. Throw the grind with one hand and
catch on the same hand. It may help if you think of
the hand movements thal you use when putling
lopspin on a ball when playing tennis ...bul then
again, it may nol.

Your exclusive introduction to Ring Grinds (nothing to do with a
String and two sticks) from the originalor (? unless you know
otherwise...) Jeremuames. The HOW MANY ring circus?

CHANGTNGTHERTNGS

LAY

(Figs. 2 & 3)

1) Prepare
i) Throw Grind
jii)-Catch Grind

The most basic move is The Pass. This is where you
throw the spinning ring from one ring to another,
Irlooks best witlya Forehand or Backhand Grind,
because your public can see the spinning ring
flying between the two other rings. And rather han
Just slopping al lhis stage, why nol continue the
move inlo a shower? So you throw a Forehand
Grind with your right hand, cateh on the right-hand
ring, throw across to the left hand, cateh on the lefl-
hand ring, throw the spinning ring vertically and,
before you calch (he spinning ring in your leil
hand, throw wilh the right hand and pass wilh the
left. Continue and you-have a Grind-lo-Shower

transition.

FOREHAND-TO-SHOWER
TRANSITION

(Fig. ) ) T .
Jf{oﬂ _?
MJ “L——JJ“(O .l

|3 Basio Forehand Grind £

1) Throw Grinding Ring towards olhar hand G s
(113 Gatoh Grind Ring on Ring In olher hand il
vy Throw Grind Ring veriically _ 2 =

v) Throw opposite slde ring In start of shower
vi) pass ring (2) bafora ring (3) lands & continue In ehowear

Anther move is ‘The Statue of Liberty Grind'. Begin
with two rings. Hold one horizontally above your
head. With & Forehand or Backhand Grind, throw
the other up and calch il above your head on the
first: Hold for-a second and et the Grind fall back
into the throwing hand. Eventually you'll be able to
do this with three rings, throwing grind after grind
tp onto the-horizontal ring.

% STATUE OF LIBERY GRIND
(Fig 5) y

;f/\ I %ffi’ A
% L @ {l— @"
) <

L el —'—-_ j
The-Straight-Grind is a bil problematic because
your public has Lo be able lo see whal you're doing,
So, throw a grind with your right hand, catch it on
yourright-hand ring and, while the ring is spinning,
move your right hand behind your back and
around towards your left hand, keeping the rings
away from your body and arm. Flick the spinning
ring u into a cascade pattern. |f you gel it, you can
pul the rings down and go and get another drink.
These are jusl some basic moves involving grinds.
Obviously, | haven't described many of the moves
thal | do, and Ihere have lo be thousands of
variations. The only limitation Is the strength of your
wrist (1.e. how fast you can spin the ring). So go gel
some rings and slarl grinding!

Posl Scriptum for numbers jugglers: I've done a
grind with seven rings a couple of limes and it is,
in theory, possible with nine. I'd love lo see it!

LEGEND FOR THE DIAGRAMS
: Ring held in hand.

ready lo receive a grind,
: Ring in the air. (Not a Grind)
‘; > Y Ring In the air, flal lo juggler.
) _ (Nol a grind)
ﬂ  Grind ring wilth direction of spin.

7 : Ring held horizentally in hand,
D.

foj{ ¢ Grind ring flal 1o Juggler,
with direction of spin,
: Direction of ring through the alr.
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MAIL ORDER SDECIALIST!
, TELEDHONE ORDERS WEL COMED
f BY VISA/ACCESS

% Professlonal Water Make-Up
(Face Paints) by ‘GRIMAS’

% Face Painting Video,
Books & Accessorles

% Theatrical Make-Up

% Professlonal Modellin
Balloons by ‘QUALATEX'

< Balloon Modelling Books

PROEESSIONAL
ONE DAY TRAINING

COURSE in
* FACE PAINTING
+ BALLOON MODELLING
+ - CHILDRENS' COMEDY
CLOWN MAGIC SHOW

Train asa/completé Childrens Entertainer!!!
TELEPHONE NOWFOR A FREE BROCHURE!!!!

FANTASY FACES

THE FACE PAINTING COMPANY

8A Market Street, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire, LEGS 1AF
Telephone: (0530) 413998 (3 lines) Fax: (0530) 411472

Devonshire Street) Sheffield, S37SB
Boomerangs ¢ Devilsticks ¢ Frigbees ¢ UnicyclesseDiablo etc.

Telephone: ' (0742) 671946

BE/W The Original Equipment T #2

The new Beard Technic range includes the new Circus Club - with a choice of six body
colours decorated with eight silver stripes, white handle, knobs and ends and over
fifteen months of development. Ask for Beard equipment by name. Avoid imitations.



secsscsssccscceaneame Paul Morocco breaks most of the rules of juggling.
No surprise then that he’s managed to break most
of the rules of Catch article-writing too. What we
wanted was a discussion of his techniques, what
we got was the following - we’ve preserved as much
of Paul’s, er, unique style’as we can. Ladies and
Gentlemen, the one-and-only...

<

i Myg:;‘& =

1

t one time it seemed that juggling
was my escapism - and therefore
my ‘expansionism’. Now it seems
I escape from juggling and
expand like that (this is true for
me, but admittedly my elassical
sense of the artform is limited).
From my perspective, juggling is very
aceessible to influences from wider [orms
of performance - such as music and

Wauld you buy frash feuit-from-this sea-side vendorP?
comedy theatre, Though I'tealise that to
a degree that sounds like pop art
exploiting high ‘art, a modern mix
corrupting the tradition, T also feel that
the technical juggling presentation is
limiting and an already-known formula,
Having said that, I will always respect
great jugglers and the dedieation of the
simple soulful human answer to an over-
marketed techne generation, ...say what?

L A R R RN NN NN NN NN NENNNNN]

L hope there’s space for different
interpretations!

I started as a more technically-inclined 7
ball juggler, doing the usual $25 an hour
strolling aet. | come from suburban small
city Ameriea, but I didn’t really fit in; |
related to my Moroccan/French/Jewish
(yes they exist!) mother, and imagined
living over there - which is now herel 1
soon hit New Orleans - with my car full to
the last window space: unicycle, guitar,
clothes and just enough room for my dog
Israel to stick his head out the window.
He used to pass the hat for me, difficult
in Germany where [ called him Isabel
due to the sensitivity of saying my fetch
phrase’ =“‘Israel get the money”...

Anyway in New Orleans | met this street
mime named José Edward. In my first
encounter I]ﬂ llﬂd a gﬂﬂd Gl'de Of ﬂbo]lt
150, but as soon as he started to ask for
the dinero they all left. I was tempted to
lend him my dog, but it didn’t seem fair
to Israel - I'd already made him wear
dark sunglasses on the streetcar so as to
disguise him as a guide dog (a guide dog
for this young blind man with a unicycle
and clubs hanging out from his
backpack!). I’s a true story - it was the
only way to use public transport with a
dogl Falling down was a good random
gag. | must admit [ felt a bit guilty when
old ladies gave me their front seats, but 1
had to play it for real. Unfortunately
lsrael didn’t know the rules of how to be
a blind juggler’s dog and tended to sit in
the aisle so people had to step over him.
It was truly black comedy - but sad to
realise there ain’t enough blind jugglers...
think what they could teach us.

Back to José Edward. Having just lost his
enchiladas, heavalked up to where the
jury of friendly street performers were
standing, me included. With a supreme
young just-arrived folded-arm king-of-the-
street/jungle air about me, I told him that
was a pretty good crowd for a non-juggler.
He immediately hated me and we've
been friends ever since. He introduced
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LOW COST GGL/
S UNICYCLE NELLE,
How siyte } LDM standard unis £65 { ';9 .

! 25 post
. .’],‘ SUPERIOR QUALITY
{:'-f" "—i
\.d B

K

Circus Theatre Course 7 weeks
25 Jan - 10 Mar 95
18 hr pwplus optional practice in Skylight

High Quality Hand Made Silver
Unicycles, Clubs and Clowns all as

Plastic wheel unis

A/ Only £ ] :
= y £79 post free! pendants, earrings and brooches ete. Performance, circus arts excellent tutors:
Stzes 2006')6" | DM Engineeri Jim Riley Jackie Sysum Gerry Flanagan...
ering These unique items are ideal for
z;'&nq.% ".33“2’ “’,?,,E’,f Fa gifts or presentations Auditions 14 Dec 9 places,
FAX 487856 Dolfs:':rgﬂza 2LA s G At a fee you can't afford 'f' miss!

Trade enquiries welcome, For brochure

A 1 ‘.380 _;'
sk for our specials pricelist! and details Telt N.K.J, 0425 613405 ;

Sponsored by
The Ugly Juggling Company

and BSIS match

Whether you're @ beginner o o iy ocoomplished 3bell New edition 1993 out now.

o, you bl e o urgeavry oo o.. Available from your local juggling or
Spring Short Courses Jan-Apr
Beyond the Cascade Bey Olld bookshop o diredly from See listings; aerial, acro, performance...
This book vill ke you thre. : The Ugly Juggling SENID FOR TRAINING LEAFLET
By Following s shep-by-step instructions, you'll go Company
beyond - way beyond - the basic 3-Ball Coscade 73 Westgate Road _“.
patiern and learn 88 of the dessiest 3-boll ricks ; Y
known to juggling kind, Including "m"‘é: I:Ps:;ﬁ Tyne .. ]
e ok England “
© Burke’  The Long Throw :
.nwsh::m .n.::;. Tel/Fax; 091 232 0297
© ond 62 ther haske 3bel bids Qutreach - we'll come to youl
Agood 3-ball routine s an esseniiol port of any Plaase add £1.50 P+ throughout Evrope Circus workshops and residencies
[ugging act. ‘Beyond the Cascode’ wil teach you VISA'® MASTERCARD © UK BANK or Teacher, youth, play worker training,
a duzaling orray of ricks guoranteed to moke George Gillson £7 -95 EUROCHEQUE ﬁmf!d Spedﬂ Needs - tallored work,hops
your 3-boll routine the eentreplece of your show. Trode enquires welcome Circus Thﬁ; Perfozance.s Hr;hsgw
Skylight water Centre Smith St

Rochdale OL16 |HE tel 0706 50676

? X, et A
DERBY Assembly Rooms NOV. 29 - DEC 4
IPSWICH The Regent DEC 6 - 8
GREAT YARMOUTH Hippodrome DEC 12 - 18
PAIGNTON Festival Theatre JAN 9 - 15
CORK Opera House JAN 17 - 29

BE/-‘J?D The Original Equipmentm #3

The new Beard Technic range includes the "Trans-Euro” Club - it has full body decoration in
silver with a holographic “glitterfoil” centre or handle, white kno d ends and
over fiffteen months of development. Ask for Beard eguipment by name. Avoid imitafions.




Waler Music - Paul Iries wading hack to Morogeo
me to Europe and Latin music, and an
introspective awareness - deep man. We lived
comfortably on the edge of fiesta and
anarchy.

After touring Europe | settled in London and
started doing the alternative comedy cireuit.
Eventually I felt restricted by the fast 25
minute cassette music set, and [ experi-
mented, mostly with jazz musicians, After
losing a lot of money and time, I realised we
needed musicians who could act, project and
give space to comedy, and still offer a higher
musical level. This perfect combination
arrived in the shape of Alessandio Bernod:
Although in the beginning he needed to be
directed, he soon found his namaralbstride=
and heavy metal flamenco juggling had
evolved!

usic juggling is not new; Fhere's

been the Flying Karamazov Bros.,

Air Jazz, Hot & Neon and the not-

so-well-known Waldo-Woodhead-

Whillo, for me the most inspiring
street theatre act 've ever seen, In the last
two years Alex and [ worked sometimes witly
Antonio Forcione, who saw us atthe London
Mime Festival, He's a guitar god who |
hadn’t met before, but I'd lived withdiis
music through five years of travelling. The
energy potential in this music gave ancw
thrust to develop visual and juggling

concepts, After
three Edinburgh
Festivals, Alex left
to pursue his own
thing, and was
replaced by
another
Messundlo, Russo
+a hot Jazz/Tango
v‘h:hmst and
Waoody Allen type
clown, Italian like
Antonio and Alex.
The group thing is
sometimes
difficult but
alwaysimore
satisfying;

consensus is the

ultimate method
of decision-
making.

Recently we've
beeni doinga full
theatre show.
Having worked
east, west and
everywhere in
o lJcl.wcL.n, these
days a ]ot Df our work'is in Europe,
especially Germany. Simpler
language, slightly exaggerated
gestures, more costuming, that’s what
seems to work better lhl..rl.. They are a
little mmewsualfmmm comedy
oriented, but séill love the mad quirks
of the English-style acts. Stand-up is
starting to be big-mestly character
monologues.

They’re very info the techng dance
style approach to ju@ling Jthere's
Oliver Grosser, previouslyavith
Archaos, very fluid and artistic. we met
at several variety theatres along with
KarlHeinz (theperformer ot the
gl‘enl. mu.lmr} thl’s an nctor-ish
comedy juggler, the other main style
out there. Juggling is eloser to the
mainstream of Germany's entertain-
ment scene; there’s also a new
movement of varviety: Wintergarten in
Berlin and Friediicksbai in H!uttgml.
It’s pretty mainstream toogbut, as in
England, the alternative redefines the
old and becomes the news In the
future (and right now!) Cermany will
need to import more of what it has
léss of - t:uml.‘.l.Iyl

To rejuggle my observatign: as in any
artform the wider the spectrum of life
that can comeinto ity the greater the
relerence points between artist and

FLAMBU OYAN CYI confinied.

audience. This for me is infinitely more
auu:fymg and more creative. Cl(.amnty in
any formm is the ultimate language, and
jugglers have an added advantage - the
juggler is the physical poet.

Juggling is in a sense our Buddha -
naturally it is the hippy in us; all that
right/left synergy flowing in our veins,

It ismovement and yet still
It is cascade and yet air

It'i-'ij'_s the ultimate spiral of energy reincar-
nated every time we juggle.

The PAUL
" MOROCCO
Prefile

Flamengo guitars, pingpong balls,

fruit, flowers, fire and a great
1aste in hats (no wonder he
<writeslike that), Paul Morocco
look a show off the street and
into the theatres and TV studios
of the world without losing the
anarchy of his performing pasl.
Born in Virginia Beach, USA, and
resident of the entire planet
since, he's one of the few juggler
acls that we'd have no hesitation
inrecommending to anyone,
anywhere. Usually we keep the
personal-stuff out of our articles,
but he tells it so much better than
we'could (he's alleged to be
‘writing a book... Goddess only

knows...). Over to you, Paul.

Seelistings for Paul Morocco dates
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“Not just a juggling store,
not justia headshop”.

BIG SAVINGS

for personal callers

eg. Beard Pragtice delux.13.76 9.95
Cigar boxes 7.45 5.00
Radical Fish StreetPro 19.80 17.50
Chime balls from #:50 pair
Mr B beanbags 3.50
40% off most books
30% off boomerangs

AVALON

73 Fawcett Road, Southsea, Hants.
0705 293673
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Importers, distributors & retailers of altermative .
& ethnic crafts and smoking paraphinalia.
Wholesale enquiriesweleome.
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Flaurishes,
multiplexes,
thumb rolls and
scissor catches
i -even the

4 (in)famous
Long John
Silver Finish !
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ARTS

All you need to turneven t_he m_ost basic
3 club cascade into a dazzling display.

£6.50, P&P free in Europe from
c_c_mCUSTUFF>

83 Uist Rd, Glenrethes,
KY7 6RE(01592) 744392

a7 cub l
& Smmﬁﬂ@ﬁgg /|

by Ben Aichter |
-rl:wumltuhlum.uw. H
N AT I

"pass e
the Workshop Test? Answer:
Yes,with flying €olours ... user-
ftiendly and supportive" The Catch
Club Swinging for everyone with the
emphasis.en-acecessibility.
£8.95, P&P free inEurape from

@cusm%

83 Uist Rd, Glenrothes,
KY7 6RE. (01592) 744392

BE/-\RID The Original Equipment 4

The new Beard Technic range of clubs includes the new Circus Special - with a choice

of six body colours, white self coloured handle, black knobs and ends and over fiffeen

months of development.

Ask for Beard eguipment by name.

Avoid imitations.



Dear 8Sir /who you calling Sir? -dj

Around February this yearI fellinlove. Her nameis Karen
Hargrave. We have been seeing each other ‘solid’ since then
(*scuse the pun). In that time she has gone from being a 300%
non-juggler to a good all-round 3-ball trickster (under my private
tuition). She can now even do a 4 ball multiplex and 3 ball Mills’,
However, she left me in September to go to university (boo-hoo,
boo-hoo-hoo). We speak occasgionally on the phone and write
often. We also count the seconds until we can see each other
again.

Now, after the Hagen trick you printed, I've come up with
a variation - a new trick, I hope, in its own right.
The trick is called ‘The Symbolic Clocks of KAG’. KAG being
‘Karen and Gee’'.

I have never seen & trick dedicated to someone in Catch.
I dedicate this trick to my girlfriend. T hope you find it in your
hearts to print this letter and the trick along with its symbolic
content. This would help immozrtalise our love, that was helped
by our mutual interest of juggling. If anyone wants to use the
trick in future publications that would be fantastrick. I would
only ask that the trick is explained with its symbolism.

ANTIMEGOES BY..

do00eOOOROOGOOOOOPOEONOONONOROONORROODOODS

Well we got sent this letter, see, - from
Flippin’ Tosser (er, he said if) Gee
Mack - but with all the pictures an’ that,
it was far too long for the letters page
- but when we’d read it again it was far
loo sweel (o leave oul. So we hope you
like it too. Who's gonna dedicate a trick
lo me, then?

@7 @; 1. Lelt hand circles Iwo
balls outwards, Right hand

‘.L @ holds third ball belween

[— thumb and forefinger with

other fingers oulsiretched
ready for a calch. Nole:

al Left hand catches sound
};a.@--‘ Gl 2. Whert you're ready lefl
'
2a& hand throws a straight ball

to high right hand and is
caught (sounds ‘B"). Right
hand.sweeps dowi

-

pivols al elbow 1o do lwo

THE SYMBOLIC CLOCKS OF KAG.

@ _,.% Wk @ }“‘z 8. Right hand reaches ils peak

/ Towards lefl, @ —
\_),@ 3. After left's next throw g 0. s}arl ils anti-clockwise circles
e right slam/places (hird ball [ again and then you are back lo
- into left (sounds™ D) ;%b slago 3.
Right continues past and
i N {

£ -

v e 7, The clockwise pivols occur
1, 1‘ while left hand makes one throw
QJ and catch. (This is difficull, as
_}'q, you may intially lose the fluid
R ¢ offect of the ‘clock machinery’,

L ]%f,:,;s after lwo circles Just in lime lo
-

U calch Ihe straight throw from
o L

P left and. Right stops ready 1o -
T
jﬂ/‘-

G. To slam/place again, Al
‘ro this point right slops and

y 6 27T does another double pivol
i T ‘[ , C butin the opposite
‘!sfoPI : direction (1his pivol needs
>, 10 be slightly faster Ihan
Jouan /' & ) the anti-clockwise one as il

N has slightly further 1o
N o4 lravel)

full circles. (During this \J
time right moves ball 1o
@ 0 between thumb and
( forefinger ready for next These throws, calches and slam/places give the sound ‘Tick, Tick,
Y T calch). B0um.. Tick, lick, B'Dunk.. Tick Tick, B'Dum'which is a good poinler
&) lo iiyou are doing it right.
3_?1"?5( 4. Whilst lell makes one IFyou find the clockwise cireles difficull then anti-clockwise circles
200 throw and catch (‘lic') everylime is fine.
/ 5..As right reaches ils
@ %} peak for the second line, ACTION SYMBOLISM
/' If; left throws straight balio Left hand calches Minor ticks of a clock
J% c rliglll which continties Right hand calch
1A il Right (0 left slam/place. ] Major tick of a clock
Right hand wheels Internal clock machinery

Balls constanlly exchanging  The@onstani exchanging of lellers

Different colour balls 1. The love we feel
2. The loneliness of being apart
3. The hope for the fulure

The whole Irick The embodiment of our present
overall situation ...i's all based on
the passing of lime.

SKILLS |




any jugglers have attempted to create a notation
system but it seems tha jugglinglis just too
complicated to be completely recorded with pen
and paper. One American juﬁer, w:ﬁl the sus-
piciously cool name of ‘Bear Storie” ‘created a
notation called S-Neotation which was Ll(lﬁj:d on dance
notation. He claimed that it eould deseribe all aspects of
any juggling pattern. I first came across this character in
1983 when he wrote to me criticising an article 1 had
written about Ladder Notation (more about that later) in
Juggler’s World. He felt that Ladder Notation was alto-
gether too limited and simple; i instead of developing many
independent systems he felt that lugglars should stick

together and go for one universal notation -his,

It's quite true that S-Notation was a comprehensive system
but it suffered one major drawbaek: it was practically
impossible to read, having a bewildering array of fantastic
symbols and structures that in nearly all cases took more
skill to decipher than to perform. The notation: s far too
complex to even begin to explain hcm, unless The Catch
would like to devote a whole issue t@it! Sufficedt to say that
if you saw the S-Notation for a almple t_!l_'l_okjﬂte the Yo-yo
you'd probably give up juggling and take up learning
Chinese instead, figuring it to be the easier option.

I'm not dismissing Bear Stone’s system entirely, someone
had to do what he did and he didiawverytherough ]ob
indeed. It turns out that while S-Notation may be able, in
theory at least, to accurately deseribe just about any
pattern, in the end it offers no new insightinto the art of
juggling. It is simply a code, You can turn apatteriinto 5-
Notation, then with a little effort a Q.mmtiwcleq can turn
the code back into real juggling but nuthmg newis learned
on the way. It's a lot more useful; more friendly and
appealing to record juggling as @ sequence of cartoon
drawings or diagrams that the unfrained eye'ean under-
stand at a glance.

There are however, a few useful systems of notation and
the best way to understand how théy solve thie pmblem of
converting cavorting balls to maiks on paperis to under-
stand exactly what the problem is, We'll start from one of
the most obvious ways of recording a pattéin on paper. A
diagram showing the shape of a pattern viewed from the
front. This is a three ball cascades”

The arrows indicate the direction 6fthe balls as they follow
ench other around in that familiar figure of eight pattern.
I’ve drawn the paths that the balls follow whileheld in the
hand assolid lines, and the paths through the airas dotted
lines.

This is a pretty good representation of the cascade and you
will have seen diagrams like thiseftén. It's n6ta notation
though, because it doesn’t illustrate the passage of time.
True, you can see where the balls are going to go, but not
when they are going to get there. In shott, it's just a snapshot
of a three ball cascade.

n’titbe wonderful if there was some-
like musical notation for jugglers?

thing
All you’d have t6 do'would be to practise
sight-raadmg for a few weeks, then pop
Ignatov’s latest masterpiece onto the old
music stand, grabseven or eight balls and
perform a world class routine with no need

for all, that boring practice and
rehearsal.Charlie Dancey looks at the op-
tionsand plumps forthe one he used in his
Encyclopeedia of Ball Juggling. And did the

pietures. And madeup the tricks. Flash git.

JUGGLINGBYNUMBERS

This pictureshows a different way of looking at
theeaseade. The Guy in the Hatis juggling three
luminous balls on a skateboard as it rolls past
you. A long exposure photograph would show
curved trails of light through the air indicating
where the balls have been.

Here’s a diagram based on this point of view,
Up-down on the page represents up-dowr in the
real pattern but right-left on the page now
represents the passage of time.

Unfoitunatgly this doesn’t create a very good basis for a juggling notation
béeause, fromeur aldeways point of view, the all important information about
ngm-ieﬂ ball movement in the pattern is lost.

Nowhiniagin€ instead that we are Jookifigat the Guy in the Hat juggling three

18
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balls from above. The light trails make o
pattern rather like this,

We've lost the up-down motion of the balls
but now we have left-right on the page corre-
sponding to real life lefl-right. The sequence
of time moves down the page,

It turns out that this birds-eye view perspec-
tiveis a very useful way of looking at juggling
patterns. It forms the basis of what I call
Ladder Notation. This concept has been
independently developed by many differ
ent jugglers at different times which would
seem to indicate that it’s such a golod idea
that it doesn’t mind who has it!

Here is the the Ladder Notation for a three

ball cascade.

The chart shows a brief section of the pat-
— = =

tern and looks similar to the birds-eye view

diagram. The lines that criss-cross down the

chart ave simple representationis 6f thié lines

in the birds-eye view picture. The open
circles indicate the points in time at which
the balls are thrown and the filled citcles

indicate the moments at which balls are

caught. The chart is drawn on tophoel a
ladder-like framework whose ‘rungs’ divide
the pattern into ‘beats’ of time.

The Ladder Notation chart of the three ball
eascade tells you a few things about the
pattern that might not be totally obvious
from looking at the real thing; thereis one
throw on every beat and balls spent'I about
one beat in the hand and two beats in the
air. As one hand is throwing the other is
catchingand thehands are alternately hold-
inga ballfora beat and empty fora beat. It’s
also quite noticeable that the paths of the

balls combine to make a pattern similar in ap-
pearance to plaited hair. You’ll find thatif you tie
three ribbons to three beanbags (fastening the
otherends of theribbons to a doorknob) and then
juggle, that the ribbons get plaited. The resem-
blance is not just superficiall

Here’s a slightly more complicated chart, show-
ing a trick thrown in a three ball cascade.

<

Z

5

L Self Throw

Long Hold

T )
>€7b

p

)

Theright hand throws a ball to itself while the left
hand gets a long hold before the normal cascade
resumes. This is a simple juggling move, but
notice how Ladder Notation gives you a very clear
view of the structure of this briefl event.

‘The next chart shows a four ball fountain, yog
shiould be able to see quite elearly that the pattern
consists of two completely independent two-in-
one-hand patterns.

TowER

o

=N S b

Now if you are the sort of person who can cope
with this sort of mildly heavy theoretical stuff you
will have no trouble getting to grips withgthese
charts. Grab pen and paper and see if you can
draw up your ownceharts for o few simple pat-
terns, try a five ball caseade for starters. The best
way to understand Ladder Notation is to seribblé
a few patterns down,

There’s not enough space in this article to go into
Ladder Notatigninany geeatdepth so 'm forced
to point you in the direction of my Encyclopadia
aof Ball Juggling if youare kegn to learn more. In
a nutshell, LadderNotation is good for looking at.
the structure of patterns from the point of view of*
which hand throws when and to where, but it’s
not so good at dealingwith intricacies like body

moves and twirly bits, crossed hand moves
and so on.

By the way, the Ladder Notation in the
‘Rastelli Concerto for 4 Beanbags’ cartoon
atthebeginning of this articleis a genuine
and juggleable piece containing a few
interesting variations on standard four
ball patterns.

SiteSwap Notation

Recently, the big name in juggling nota-
tionshas been SiteSwap Notation. Whereas
Ladder Notation is diagrammaticin form,
using lines to show the paths of balls and
marksto represent both throws and catches,
SiteSwap is numerical and is only inter-
ested in throws, SiteSwap is based on one
very simple and very clever idea, every
different weight of throw is given a number
and that number is simply the number of
balls you would be juggling if both hands
took it in turns to make that throw as a
continuous pattern.

Here's the theory of SiteSwap Notation
from basic principles. We'll look ata three
ball cascade and start by drawing a row of
dots from left to right; each dot signifies a
throw.

Now gonnect up the dots by lines so that
each dot is connected to the dot three
spaces to the right, these lines represent
the paths of the balls as they move from
one throw to the next. Each ball is thrown

on every third beat of the pattern,

® o o o & @ o o
In a sense this is a highly simplified and
distorted Ladder Notation chart laid on
it’s side.

Now eomes the brainwave that is the
secret of SiteSwap. Instead of dots and
lines we just write down a row of numbers
instead. Each dot is replaced by a single
number which indicates which dot that
number would have been connected to if
it really was a dot, instead of a number,
whichiit isn’t. (Um, deep breath and read
that bit again I think).

Dead simple really! In the case of the three
ball cascade you just end up with a line of
Fs because each dot was hooked up to the
dot three spaces ahead.

T o2a.83 3.

Thedsrepresent the throw weights, 3's are
three ball cascade throws, 4's are four ball
fountain throws, 5's are five ball cascade
throws and'so on. It’s pretty obvious that
a four ball fountain is therefore:
4444 4 44...

Some patterns consist of more compli-
cated sequences of throws, a three ball
shower is:

515151...

A‘Tisa feed, the action of placing a ball
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directly into the other. (If you think about it
“1111111.." is the basic one-ball juggling pattetn,
simply passing one ball from hand to hand).

Most juggling patterns repeat themselyes, 50 in
SiteSwap you normally only write down one of the
repeats. Thus a three ball caseade simply becomes
‘3", the four ball fountain ‘4" and the three ball
shower ‘51’. Far more complicated sequences are
also possible, things like *534’, ‘441’ *6415" and so
on. It’s important to realise though that not every
sequence of numbers you can writedown isjuggleable.
For example ‘534" works but ‘543" doesn’t.

One of SiteSwap's great strengths is that it gives you
a very ingenious and simple way of checking the
juggleability of a given row of numbers. You simply
go back to the original idea of a row of dots con-
nected by lines, label each dot with it’s number and
start connecting them up. For ‘543’ your connecting
up diagram might look like this:

TR

® & o @ © @ © o o
5 4 3 5 4 3§ Sama

Note that the lines from the 5 dot, 4 dot and 3 dot
all home in on the same 3 dot. This breaks the
SiteSwap rule that says that, when everything has
been connected up, each dot should hiave just one
line leading into it and one line leading out. Iathe
real world those three lines homing in onthe sanie
dot are the equivalent of three ball§arriving at one
hand at the same time (it does happenl). Contrast
this with the same exercise applied o the juggleable
sequence 534:

e

® ® o o6 O @ © _0 @
5 3.4 5 3 4 53 %

Everything works out just dandy.

It gets better! For any valid sequence of numbers (by
valid I mean juggleable) you can tellliow manyballs
are being juggled by taking the average number in
the sequence, So for ‘3’ this is obviously three: &h1°
gives an average of three as well and ‘534" turns out
to be a four ball pattern. Isn't science wonderfull
Furthermore, you can take any valid SiteSwap
sequence and add the length of the sequence to any
number in it to create a brand new-and different
pattern containing one extra ball that is guaranteed
to be juggleable (your own skillpermitting of cousse).
Thus from ‘534’ I can add 3 to any number in the
sequence to create a new pattern, take yourpick
from ‘834’, *564’, or *537". The kind efjt ggler that
likes to invent new patterns siniply loves SiteSwap
for its pattern-creation capabilityand the ease with
which they can transmit their latest diseoveries and
inventions down the ‘phone.

It’s not all good news though. SiteSwap, as so far
described, can only handle patterns in which the
hands throw alternately (‘asynchronous’ as the jug-
gle-techs would have it) and in_whicli there are
exactly two hands juggling. It haébeen extended by
some to cover synchronous patterns but at the
considerable expense of the addition of brackets
and other symbols. One of the classic simple syn-
chronous patterns is the Box (semetimes called
Sechizophrenic Juggling) and in one ¥arient of

SiteSwap it would be written thus:

(4, 2x)(2x, 4)...

Both hands throw together so each pair
of throws is grouped by brackets. The 4's
and 2 indicate the throw weights as
before and the new ‘x” symbol (or *+" in
some dialects) marks throws that cross
the pattern (as opposed to self, or col-
umn throws). The closely related three
ball half-shower, where the hands once
again throw synchronously is written as:
(4x, 2x) (4%, 2X)...

or, cutting'out all répetitions, just plain
old: "

(4x, 2.

It becomes still more complicated and
ty'pogmphicul.when_ you start to try and
handle niultiplexes and balls entering
and leaving patterns. There’s no point
in trying toutell you all about that sort of:
thirig beeause the SiteSwap gurus will
claim that they haven't finished invent-
ing thessystemyet: The truth is that
SiteSwap'is a brilliant system as long ns
you stick to the simple stuff butit rapidly
becomes unwieldy when you try to add
on the extras.

Computet Notations

You have probablyseen, oratleast heard
of, the various juggling computer prd?
grams that have appeared over the lasg
couple of years; Information technol-
ogy, itseems, has finally decided to catch,

up with juggling.

These programs generally perform two
roles; fivstly they are simulators, capable
of demonstrating a set known juggling
patterns that are stored in the compu-
ter’s memory as sequences of juggling
notation. Secondly they are experimen-
tal tools which nllow you to create new
patterns by producing sequences of no=
tation yourself anddetting the computer
juggle them foryou. The notations used
by these programs-are generally based
on the SiteSwap principle and they pen
form a similar function to that of &
computel prasmmmmg language; that
is, to be a language that can be under-
stood both by humans and machines.
Usually, I'm afraid, with a heavy bias
towards niaking life as easy as possible
for the machine.

Computer hotations are certainly the
most comprehensiveand accurate types
of nogation.sefar devised for juggling -
they haveto bel Computers are so dread-
fully stupid-that unless you tell them
absolutely everything about a pattern
they don’t stand a chance of juggling it.

The future

I'm quite sure that we will never see a
paper-based juggling notation to com-
pare with musical notation. The simple
systems that are already in use will carry
on helping jugglers to discover new pat-
ternis and convey them to each other. It's
important that jugglers realise that there
are nof presently any hard and fast rules
about notation and it’s unlikely that
there ever will be. Use whatever works for
you..

In the Encyclopedia 1 used a combina-
‘tion of words, cartoons, diagrams, Lad-
der Notation and SiteSwap to catalogue
ball-juggling tricks. I'm personally con-
vineed that the most powerful system for
communicating juggling tricks on paper
isthestrip cartoon, but the only way that
I could be sure of getting balls correctly
plaeed in my drawings was by using
ladder charts.

Tliemiost concise and elegant system of
all is SiteSwap and I love it for that, but
it's horrendously annoying to show your
latest masterpiece in the key of five balls
to a SiteSwapper and have them glibly
comment **..Oh right, that’s justa 61355,
have you tried 85741?",

Theday cannot be far off when a juggling
computer-nut will produce a simulator
capahle of bouncing balls, and tossing
clubs around in multi-person patierns
whilé rendering the resultin full glorious
three-dimensional technicolor on your
screen. The first requirement and under-
lying secret of any such program will be
a comprehensive and sophisticated jug-
gling notation.

copyright © Charlie Dancey 1994

S o L
LONDON ;
December 25, 1907
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COMPETITIVE INSTINCTS

We really have hil your competitive instincls
this time, haven't we - shame about (he
crealive ones, eh? Or was it just the thought
of entering something with betler odds than
the national Lottery? - and, of course, more
fame altached (and no begging lellers). No,
it must have been the lure of thal lovely
FANTASY FACKES iace-painting
gear, doing the right thing with the right
sluff, instruction video ‘n'all, and a nice liltle
earner Arthur Daley would have been proud
of (maybe the begging lelters would be in
order, then). It can'l have been the Calc/rT-
shirts, can i1? You've all gol them alreacly. .
Maybe you've worn yours oul. Maybe you
didn't wash il for so long it fell apart on your
back. In thal case mosl of you had belter go
oul and buy one (and the face-painting kit)
‘cos mosl of you haven't won. Much though
we'd like to give all of you a prize, you
understand - well it would only encourage
some of the more deviant among you.

Types like Alistair Wrenn (I think that's it) of
Aberdeen, whose contribution “#'s ot
particilarly original,”" says the cal,"but at
least it beals the housekeeper's sealed box
mime" had us scratching our heads for
some lime (actually it was a good
observation of the piclure, something we're
always pleased wilth). Or John Bullock of
Alcestor, Warwickshire, who managed lo
disprove my contention thal it was
impossible to be pervy with this one. No I'm
not going to print it. Neither can | be
bolhered to print the entry from Keith Cox
of Guernsey, who proved everylhing we've
always said aboul Channel Island Jugglers
(thal they're jolly nice people, whal do you
think we said?), or even Chris Baxter, who
lives al a place called ‘Gagmansbury Farn’

CAPTION CONTEST

(Pulloxhill, Bedfordshire),
which | assume signifies
“the place where hey
buried the guy that told
jokes' 'cos it sure as heck
ain'l Chris. Thanks for the
graluitous flallery, anyway.
Andy Hewaell of Bristol
gels a mention oo - bul
forthe pretty paper and
nol his jokes.

We can do beller than
that, methinks. The
CACCCQC (Caleh Advisory
Commitlee on 1he Comparalive Cackle
Quolient of Captions, don'l forget) were a
little' more tickled by ‘Horrified, the Social
Waorker realised she had uncovered anollior
case of child abuse nvolving diabolo
worship; which managed a GACCEQE
rating of 3 (slightly muted by the number of
nappy jokes) for Lee Duncan of Conglelon,
Similar points went 1o Ellis Saveker for Ihe
surprisingly rave “Boy am.l glad there's not
enougl room lo swing a cal in here' and
some prety dodgy other stuff, o Trevor
(“thal’s my real name") Vanderplank
[what? Trever? -] for more nappy jokes
(I'm told | don't appreciale those-'ees |'m
sprogless - I'd have thought the opposite
would be the case) and a rather delicious
‘Eanily got ready lo il the feor - she could
see that Dad had reachec! that ‘Conclor
Moment' again’ (anolher acule bit of
observation), and, finally, 1o a cerlain D,
Granl of Montreal, Canada who had an
amusing slice al one-of his rival diabolo book
aulhors but scored a bil balter with
“Darfing, vou didn’t give Lucy another il
lrom your pipe, did you?" which | musl
stress we didin't understand in the slightest -
and'wo couldn't let Donald winanyway, il

would cost us-tee-much lo send (he prize.
Deing samewhal-belter, with a 4 on the
CACCCQComeler, we find Humilo e
Psylocibe (er... not stire you spell thal right)
of Bridlington whose 'ds a child | was
passed from one paren lo another”, coupled
wilh “Saa kid... you don’l gel this much fun
from a computer! " (more wry grins from the
parents) wins thal essential fashion
accessory after the facl, a Calch T-shirl. So
does Nicky Hewglll of Hal Fair, Winchester,
who for some reason | ean'l quile put my
finger on came up with “Ar last PeeWee &
Enna were learning to work with childrer’,
which nudged up 1o a 4.33, but though she
swore she needed the face-paints for Council
Meelings | was feeling mean (and the
Council should buy their own) so awarded
lop prize, 4.5 megaCACCCQs an' all, 1o Dave
Stevenson of Broughton Aslley (ah! circus in
the blood!), Leicestershire, whose “Hose,
lurn the lights off and we'll set fire o it”
really brought out the worsl in our judging
panel, Dave gets Ihe Famtasy
Faces ultimate selection, a pal on the
back and a job for life. The res! will, as |
said, have lo go oul and.buy one.

Right! Gel yer laughing gear round this one, then! Il's from
Punch 1908, filched one more time from the Todd Strong
collection (thanks!) and the person-who manages the biggesl
load of kiloCACCCQC on this (shouldn’t be too hard, bul with
you lot, who knows...) wins a set of BRAND NEW multi-
coloured silicone coated FIRE BALLS %0 exciting
they're hardly even in the shops yel and§o, er, ¢oo/they don'l
even burn your hands on the ends of the.cartridges any more
(allegedly). A further improvement on what is probably s//the
prop out. These marvels are the work of
E:_‘}_LI , who have also
recently produced a new FIRE DIABOLO with new
aluminium cartridges which sotinds pretly dammfab -
exactly how fab is what the lucky 2nd & 3rd prizewinners are
going to find oul. I'm going to have to'work harder on the
chealting this time, these sound a bit blimmin’ good.

most excitin

7.3
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Available from Dept. 666, The Catch, Dead End Industrial Estate, Brentford.
Delivery guaranteed before Xmas 1995.

AT WORh

- folds up out of a suitcase, only £249.99
Solar-powered footlights oplional, £69.99 each.

-

; e )

Banish Police and Council with our wallet full ‘of
permits, letlers from chief constables and ‘By Rayal
Appointment’ certificales, giving youl permission 1o
busk anywhere in the country! £17.50
also available -

complete collection of Fixed Penally parking lickels
from all the Police Forces in the country -

park anywhere and they'll think ‘they've already

\ icked you. £9. -

—qi===

your inflatable friend -
blow him Uﬁ stick him in the queue for the best
0

-

pitch, gooff for a cup of tea
and sfill get the best slot.

£24.99 ¢ &%

L/ FREDERIKS
7 model £75,00

— STAND & DELIVER
100 Guaranteed Money Makers -
All the best bottling lines on one

handy oassette £7.99

The club caddy
Gleneagles Genevieve

modellédonthegolfvariety, this deluxe
wheeled cart keeps all your favourite
props clean a%d dry, with In%{vld}uﬁl
monogrammed-colour-coordinate

cov‘_?sgfor gach. Asnip at £175.25

OFIIOHai Waikmql-globa trailer
attachment,  £3.19.

CANNED APPLAUSE

like the Tamos
bagh ot liughs
(alto available)

e ) A must for
\ those slow
streel
shows.
£ ) Each
S——— 7 §12.32
=] in
coppers.

P h € w !
Wipe your forehead for effect with
your own personalised Lowel

withstage-name or funnylines clearly

embroidered
£9 + 50p per letter,

Naked? Not Quite! -

Pete & Paul Personalised
Posing Pouches

‘sizes: large, extra large, bleedin’
massive missus,

pick up dropped props!
Juggle in your own handy

‘Big_Catch’

safetynel, hung from the ceiling
and gathered 10 your waisl -
collects dropped clubs and balls
and- brings-them back to your
side."£50 excluding fitting.

Chain-mailfireproof version also
available, £199 including
ceiling reinforcement props.

No more bending down lo \




EE-ZEE-DIRE figeclub Hood

take away the smell, fumes an
fuggy air of those gmdise sessions
£87.19
not advised for fire-blowers.
e Radical Fish

novelty telephone
£33-99 Confirmsto BT (Beard Telecon),

see0e Cﬁtﬂh ee000

DELUXE BINDER SET
real simulated leather £8.989

hand those valuable passing tips
down to your grandchildren

Also avalilable:

The be your own diabolo edition -
every page has write-on'n'wipe-ofl plastic covers
make your own editorlal changes
comes with free diabolo felt pen and Zorro mask

18.99.

It's CHRISTMAS!

Duncends the Clown's
Flashing Xmas Iree and ball-
hanging kit £14.14

High-wire fairy optional extra 18p.

Brighten up your show with a
Langhing Santa
Responds to your every crack
by remote control £13.99

- Crackers -
spring loaded model - throws
three miniature balls into the air.
£19.00 box.
Naphthalene model - pyrotechnic

bangs. Stilts advised. £118 box

THE COMPLETE JUGGLER

Personalise your props with a
i Handy Stamp 222 . PP I

AV TorcH

be your own d/travision
find those lost balls in any

| audience. includes UV pen -
mark your props and end
convention-toss-up misery!

£9.99.—

special deluxe model Includes

HIGH TECHNOLOGY |

C’MON SLOWCOACH, GET
COMPUTERISED!

The Lap-Top-Hat
From £995

The Ufopia Automated
Rotary Club Rack

Never be without the right weight
clubdor that'erucial Lrick

just dial in‘the trigk plus the number
of elubs and (he electronic brain
does.the rest, £1675
Mechanised Chuck no Fumble
model even (hrows the right clubs
inlo. your patlern - “‘Numbers
Jugglers shouldn't be without one!"
says HM of Somersel. £1875

HEALTH

Strengthen your throw wilh
Mystic Max’s Copper Bracelet
includes diagram of wrist meridians
for perfect positioning £9.99

specially charged cryslals lo
harmonise your energies (o the Zen
ultimate... £39.99

OUT AND ABOUT

The Camo-Convoy

Bus or Van cover
Di:%ulsa your livingvan, bus or lally 2CV
models available:

Telagom var, F5G Riof Police Van, Posiman Pal

£23

Attention all circus workshops!
Let us cover your walking globe with
velcro/Never get suedfornegligence
again! from 35p (small size)

I
Gy 5/ Forloday’s

PYdes UNICYIIST
a8 The | Hayes
Yo H. AN DY
FOLDAWAY
R & P E
LADDER
fever agim Be in

trouble mounting
your giraffe uni

£12.99

T'he Supermariner It menlds
UNIC CLE to the
CUSHION . _ e

58_99 bartom!

DESKTOP 7=
TRAPEZE/ -
Executive Toy= f P

flip Sandrathespangly’ «
dolly from e B/
bar lo bar a2 ;

=3

Z'.I_ppyzanuss!
Public Show microwave
Does a 4-hour show in 15
minutes £149.99

optional heating element for those
cold. morning runs - add £5.00
exira_oplional portrail of your
favourite juggler with "*Kiss My Ass”
slogan - add £3.99

AND FOR CHILDREN -

PeeWee's book of...

ChiliggwsParty Ganes

69 furilled games for all he family
13p

« realistic juggler doll £29.99
100s of brightly coloured
i costumes from £15
Pull the string and hear his patter-
“I do this for a living””
“Not thewyellow end!”
“Has anyone got a
cigarette lighter?”

T2 00O DO OODDDOOOPOOPOOO0000000DeDOREOODO0000000PORROOe0ROR0RPRERRRPReOROORERRSRRBRSD

He even has his own scale model
living vehicle £49.99
or My Little Pony Romany-Style
Regular props updates always
avallable.

Collect the full set of his friends -
 Harriet the horny hatter
Henré:;ta the halr-wrapper
rispin the Crusty
BE: the Dog

INo

ojeyorje)) ayj
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Sheffield U T e
Community | “ e e
Circus Centre |

1
=
S
o
|

A collective project
between Swamp
Circus, just back
from doing |
Fundango round
Germany, and other |
groups/performers -
planned to be a re-
hearsal space, cir-
cus school and

~Venue and a jolly
good thing too.
They're looking for
volunteers and es-
pecially administra-
tion personnel to
jointhemat this ex-
citing eatly stage. .,
If that sounds like
you, drop ‘em aline. [
at Unit 2, 56 Gar-
den Street, Sheffield
S14BJorring Brett,
Jake, etc., on 01742
731398,

3565 2. BATS 10 onc HAND,
A steaigit 0p +Down Column

i) ehnt
This could be you'=Swamp Administralofs.

: 8. . kv ag o
Just when you thought it was safe... T RTRTSVIVT N "_—“-—‘n o
@ to go back to Covent Garden, The Ballet Hooligans are back. That's all the space you're getting, FGEPI“Q'HO\.& 0{" an' 2 ‘,f UP t
% Lee - tell us something interesting or take out an advert, Apparently they te switching on the Covent w iN T'mf. Aﬂl’ ‘PﬁRHLl&L“IB 1
i Garden Christmas lights but they don't say when. Fabulous, ; z

Warwick Street Entertainers’ Competition isn' il June 3rd but they're telling
us about it now. One of those busk all day, maybe get selected for the final jobs, lots of pitches, cash
prizes, campsite, you know the score. Send details to

Dick Dixon, 13 Styvechale Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 6DW.

Gloucester Code of Conduct

Gloucester becomes another city to adept a code, Which is a far-from difficult seven-point
compendium of good sense - though it does say that directly soliciting cash is {llegal, so watch
yourselves, Permits to busk are available from Mr. N Hadley, City Environmental Services Officer,

Herbert Warehouse, The Docks, Gloucester GL1 2EQ, 0452 369330, ] s
The Longest Street Party 1 /e N\
13th May 1996 - The Variety Club needs as many street performers as they can get for this World

Record Attempt - they're pretty good at attracting publicity §o it gould be good to be involved. ﬁ?. "b\‘”ﬁ eV 3 uP ’;@Mﬂ
Contact Roy Cooper, Variety Club of Great Britain, Heatherdene, Henfield Read, Smalldole, Sussex 1 “.\!_ l‘l‘k le@ . ¢ “
BN5 9YG. r_...._'____,, Rshingt pu 'E:-

National Association of Street Entertainers

the above two snippets of jolly useful information were from the NASE newsletter - but we're not
going to pinch any mote bits ‘cos if it concerns you maybe you should become a member yourself.
If you're after details of busking jobs in: Eden Walk, Kingston-Upon-Thames: Bournemouth
Council's Round in the Square’ programme; Southend; Kilburn High Road and others, well you
should have had the newsletter - the address is on page 37. Or enguire locally.

Showoffs required

Ballistics (see article page 5 and their ad) want people to demonstrate their groovy globalls, etc  If
you're b-ball fluent with tricks and a goed 8-ball routine, they/may have a use for you - give 'ema
ring. If you've worn your balls too hard already, they do a cleaning service to keep 'em bright.

Tricks by Mail
Iflife’s too quiet, well maybe youneed the Donald Grant Play-By-Mail Diabolo Workshop! Itonly costs ; i
the price of a stamp and places are unlimited; Whether you're just starting out, want to leamn two, “5 k M N“ M[D QUARMH&S
or want to steal some ofthe fifty-three new movesdiscovered since DG started 'research’ in Montreal, hsmih, '|? NeTA chu:klg ~Bul {Q Mo
just put pen to paper. The new 2-diabolo cat's-cradle static suicideflobr start [yer wot? - df is truly AV &a&‘* JMMI ﬂ- \00“' ONG. M&

something to behold: you won't be disappointed. And rememmber, many of these tricks are not y |
available in the shops... Anyone desperate enough to stay ahead, write to Donald at 1007 Rue Mh,k\\ Mmﬂ"g Mﬂm%m
St.André, Montreal, Quebec, H2L 384,_Sounds like he's really desperate for mail. Any teenage
penfriends out there?

O
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DECEMBER

Dec. 11 Patchwork Circus. The
Cambridge Drama Centre, Covenl
Garden, Cambridge, 2.30 & 7.30
pm, £5/3.50, Box Office 01223,
322748. 'Life Withou! Gravity'
premier of touring show. Manipula-
tive and Arial Circus/Theatre without
the constraints of normality.

Dec.15 Quirkus Big Night Out
Renegade Party The Ardri, Hulme,
Manchester, 9pm-2am, £3/2, Bar,
entertainment, big fun.

JANUARY

Jan.14 Balls-Up Il Collegiate
Campus, Hallam University, Shef-
field, 10am-2am. Two halls, stalls,
bar, veggie & vegan nosebag, games
inc. Volleyclub, workshops, UV silly
hour. Please bring sofl-soled shoes.
Trapeze workshop with Exponential;
general mayhem (dis)courtesy of
The Avani Gardeners, free work-
shops at The Leadmill 12-1, 1.30-
2.30. End of event gig with Shijp of
Fools, Waller Wray, Elfin. £6.50/6,
under-14s & OAPs free (that's OK for
us, then...) Gig only £3.50.

FEBRUARY

Feb.3-6 3rd New Zealand Juggling
Convention. Wellington College. All
you want. PO Box 13-614
Johnsonville Wellington NZ fax (04)
479 3586.

Feb./Mar, Wellinglon Fringe Festival
New Zealand.

MARCH

Mar.? early 5th Tasmanian Circus
Festival Way down there 100.

Mar.20-26 World Clown Convention
Southport Floral Hall. The big
international (ie. mostly Americain)
event, usually held in the US. Lots of

visitors from Europe and of course
the.UK. Details for now from 7ruffles
(Franklin Arbisman), 13 East Moor
Crescent, Roundhay, Leeds, Wesl
Yorkshire, LS8 1AD, 01532 665526.

Mar.24-27 1st Australian Juggling
Festival Margaret River (famous
winesproducing region!), Western
Australia. ‘International Stars’ wanted
- send ‘em a vid, audition tape. Apar
from that there's all the fun of a
convention, shows, open air night
market, wine bottle juggling competi-
tiom; juggling in Manimnaeti Cave, efc.
Ffi. PO Box 556, Esperance, Weslern
Ausifalias 6450. Tel./laxe+61 (0)90
714896.

Mar.31-Apr.2 April Fools’ Juggling
Convention, Talahassee, Florida,
USA.

MAY |

May.25-28 11th Nordicduggling
Convention Helsinki, Finland.

APRIL

20-23 April British Juggling
Convention Norwich. Hewitl
School, Norwich - 3 Gyms, a
swimming pool, approx. 200
capacity theatre, a huge make
up room withelagge mirrors,
and of course acres and
acres of playing fields for
camping, outside stages etc.
The public show threatens to
include a number of overseas
acts ineluding a piano
Juggler.

Pre-registration forms will be
available in the pext issue of
The Gateh, but'if you wish to
register early and ensure
accommodation, (limited to
approx. 150 rooms), send

SAE to=-
The Buitish Juggling Conven-
tion/Festival/Party

¢/o Will Chamberlain, 194 Nel-

son Steeel, Norwich NR2 4DS

NO WAY!
WAL j

DONE BEFORE,
WHAT, WITH FLATS?! OU BER SEEN

NIL'S MESS PONE
| WITH Bk crossis? |t

HE WAS POING
i OVERHEAD GRINDS.
E YOU CGANT DO THEM,
N YOU?
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Send Details: Dick Dixon
13 Styvechale Avenue Earlsdon, Coventry, CV5 6DW

-CLADMDIFIED.ADD.

muLTiPLEX..

.CLADMDMIFIED

CATCH CLASSIFIED AD. RATES:

. under £50 FREE!! £10 for 50 words.
CONTACT JAN at The Catch Office

Telephone: (0275) 332655

JOBS!!
PHYSIOTHERAPIST JUG-
GLER WANTED for afew hotrs
research work-(initially) on a
new product. Contact Beard
Juggling Equipment 01422
843672,

CROISSANT NEUF

Theworld's oneéand only wind/
solar powered all-human cir-
cus would like to invite per=
formers of-all kinds to submit
their brochures/videos for the
1995 season - we'require jug-
glers, acrobats, magicians,
clowns, diabolists, ‘speciality
acts, etc., plus tent crew and a
nanny/teacher. Excellent wages,
fascinating gigs, lots of jolly

good fun!! Also required are

complete shows, soloor other-
wise, with an environmental
theme. Please write to Andy &
Sally at Laurel-Farm;-Priddy;
Wells, Somerset BAS 3BA or
call on 0749 677436 / 0831
405661,

FOR SALE
FREE STANDING PORTABLE
TIGHTROPE rig. Can operate

at8'6' 3", &1 heights. 13'cable:

length, £550. Also - Equipment
trailer - carries-tightrope and
room for lots more stuff. Needs
some attention.. £175. Phone
Kate Verney 0117955 9280.

“"EVERYBODY HERE SHOUT
“Spencer Rap available now!™
That's right, Juggling James
Brommage (Rappin’ Frank) has
just pressed 1000 CD singles
of his novelty songs as heard at
the Manchester Convention.
Contains " Start Tossin' your Be=
ret’ and two versions of “The
Spencer Rap'. Please send
cheque/PO for £4(inc.P&P}to
James Brommage at 63, Forest
Avenue, Hillfields, Fishponds,
Bristol BS16 6BZ.

LONELY?Y
EDDIE from Jugglers in Not-

tingham would like to get in
contact with Ken Zetie & Chris
Sly. Please contact Eddie on
0602 503744,

HELP!
DARLINGTON/RICHMOND
(North Yorkshire)area-isthere
anybody out there who would
like to join with other juggling/
unicycle enthusiasts for aclub/
practice night. Please phone
Jenny on 0748 818033.

LOST & FOUND
LANCASTER CONVENTION -
FOUND a large diabolo. LOST
three rings (orange, pink, pur-
ple). Write ¢/o SLUJ, Student
Union Building, Lancaster Uni-
versity, Lancaster, or ring 0524
65201 ex.4606 and ask for Jo.

LANCASTER CONVENTION -
Girl with green witch costume,
You said you'd meet me in the
bar, Hard luck, | went off with
your friend.

LOST - The tune fell out of my
penny whistle at Glastonbury,
and nomatter what book of Irish
tunes | look in, | can't find it
again. Doesanyone know where
the starting note went. Please
help, busking income depends
on it. Box 6/8.

RAVECIRCUSES - what'shap-
pened to you? Drop us aline at
The Catch - even if you've all
moved to Rimini, Spain, Moon,
wherever,

DEAR JOHN please comeback.
All is forgiven. We don't need
the money that much. Don't
bring Terry. Love Cirque Ma-
jor.
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PAUL MOROCCO WITH OLE!

(Paul, Antonio Forcione, Alessandro

Russo)

Dec.5 London Comedy Feslival,
Riverside Studio, Hammersmilh,
8pm. Ffi lel. 0181 748 3354

Apr.11-13,18-22 Ballersea Arls Cenlre,
London. Ffi tel. 0171 223 2223

CHINESE STATE CIRCUS

New show, new slars, lraditional skills,

new thrills. Unmissable. _
Nov.29-Dec.4 Derby Assembly Rooms
01322 255800

Dec.6-8  Ipswich, The Regenl
01473 281480
Dec.9-11  Greal Yarmouth Hippodrome

01260 297589

Dec.12-18 Bristol Hippodrome

01272 299444

Palgnlon Feslival Thealre

01803 664420

Jan 17-29 Cork Opera House (Th)
Tickel Prices from £6-£14.50
but lhere are concessions,
All indoor Theatre shows.

GANDINI JUGGLING PROJECT

Taking juggling and movement lo places

mosi of us don’l dream ol. Has lo be

experienced al loasl ornice - and If yot gét

e bug...

nEither Either botH...

Nov.29/30 Bloomsbury Theaire, Euslon,.
‘l.onclun

caught - “stilL”/hanging...

Dec.3 Gulbenkian Theatre, Canlerbury

Feb.10/11 Workshops, Bracknell

Feb.11 Soulh Hill Park, Bracknell

Feb.14-17 Workshops, Liverpool

Feb.18 Unity Theatre, Liverpool

Feh.21/22 Springloaded, The Place,
London

Feb.27-Mar.3 Workshops, Shrewsbury

Mar.4 The Music Hall, Shrewsbury

Mar.9 Pegasus Thealre, Oxford

Mar. 10 Madcap Thealre, Milton Keynes

Apr.1  Roda McGaw Thealre,

Woking Dance Umbrelia

HOIPOLLOI THEATRE

in The Godmother

Grolesquie comedy, bouffon characlers,
lots of phvsical antics, and direcled by

Clive Mendes of Theatre de Gomplicilé

who are very ‘In’ all of a sudden.

Jan 18/19 UEA, Norwich

Febh.28 Dartinglon Arts, Tolnes
Dates forthcoming in Taunton, Worthing,
Uppingham, King’s Lynn, Spalding, New
Millon, Torringlon, Bridgewaler, Bedford.

COMMOTION

in The Quest for Don Quixote
Hightv-raled Circus Space clowi ltiors,
ex-Complicilé loa, a mixture of puppely.
clowning. vistial and physical imagery
that should prove exciting viewing lo
anyone in sireel, stage or circus

performnance.

Dec.2 Brewery Arls Genlre, Cirencesler
Dec.3 Workshop, Gloucester

Dec.3 Guildhall, Gloucester

Jan.2-8 Germany

Jan.9-15

Jan.17 Old Town Hall, Hemel Hempstead
Jan.19 Kings Lynn Arls Cenlre
Jam20/21 UEA Drama Sludlio,

Norwich + workshops
Jan.24 Weymouth colleg + workshop
Jan@6-28  Workshops, Cambridge

(1be)
Jan.27/28 The Drama Centre, Cambridge
Feb.d  Bournemoulh & Poole College

(Ibc)

Feb.2 Ashcrofi Arls Cenlre, Fareham
Feb.3 Christs Hospilal Thealre, Horsham
Feb.5 Queen Mother Thealre, Hitchin
(1bc)

Feb.7 Thameside College,

Ashiton + workshop
Feb.8 York Arls Cenlre
Feb.9 Dovecol Arls Cenlre,
Stockton + workshop
Feb.16 Central Studios, Basingsioke
Feb:17 Taliesin Arts Centre;
Swansea + workshop
Feb.20-25 The Tron, Glasgow.
(Ibe)y

ANGELA DE CASTRO
in The Gift

She's britliant - vou could lake anyone
Trom clowr-inspired Kids 1o artfixated
oldies lo this and they'd love il. Beller still
i like s, you can pick up on all of
lhose!
Dec.1 Workshop, St Helen's
Dee.2 The Citadel Arts Cenlre,
_ 8l Helen's
Dec.3 The Studio, Soulh Hill'Park,
Bracknell
Dec.d  Workshop, Bracknell
Dec.21-23 Bluecoal ArisCentre, Liverpool
(6 shows) TBC
Febd Forest Arts Cenlre, New Miltoh
Feb.7 - Somerion Aris-Genlre;
South Petherton
_F__el].1 4 Wakefield Arls Centre

ITTED.S1.6»1 8 Yvonne Arnaud, Guildford

C

Feb.27-Mar.4  Humberside Touring
Agency (6 shows) TBC

Forthcoming shows in Lewes, High

Wyeombe, Cheddar, Birmingham

VAN BUREN JNR. & KIM

Superior-skilled lraditional variely-style
performer from distinguished family of
same.
Dec.22-Jan. 10 Panlo al

Rotherham Thealre

SKYLIGHT PERFORMANCES

Fire Shows Rochdale Area Dec.21
Youth Circus Produetion:  Dec.16/17,
Skylight /

Details: Skylighl, Broadwater Centre, Smith
Streel, Rochdale OL16 1HE Tel. 0706
50676 Tel/fax. 01706 713638

For delails on the whereabouls of trad. cir-
cuses (whose traditional form of communica-
lion Is the poster, nol the gig guide) including
Zippo, Harlequin, and the Chinese Slale, you
can now riri?i_a '}( ngpole (Trad, Circus mag)
information line on 0891 343341. This is a
premium charge line, but prelly woffle-lree.

Harlequin's.informalion line is 0836 222554

CABARETS

LEEDS
HULLABALOO NEW CIRCUS
CABARET

Itilatfdon Hall (pub) music room, Burley, Leeds

Forinightly on Saturdays, al 8 for 8.45, cosls
a pallry £3.50/£2.50 cones.
Dec.3 7im Dalling, nol once bul wice, Bell &
Buffock fiom EEzy Trapeezy and Nedl Bernedl
aka. The man with no shoes.

GLASGOW

Glasgow's firsl New Circus Cabarel comes lo
cenltral Glasgow anaEas! Kilbride on Dec,1&2.
Including “inlernational superslars Cosimos
and local heroes Ga-Molion. Fli. Ring Chris on
0141 427 3581,

LONDON
CIRCUS SPACE GABARET

Shoredilch Power Station - Coronel Sireel,
Hackney, London N1 GHD, tel. 0171 G13
A141. Near Old Street (Northern Line)
Cabarel programme slarts Jan.27 as parl of
the London International Mime Festival and
runs-foriniglly-from-keb.4. Performers and
crew required, send details (and preferable
video) or ring Tor applicalion form.

P
|

ANXY REMARK ON—

LIFE'S LITTLE ANOMALIES.
Wuy 18 1T TuAT /A PERFORMANCE

OF TINS KIND, BEEN ON A MUSIC-HALL
ATAGE, NEEMS TUO TRIVIAL TU /MAKE

WiHILBE A BIMPLE LITTLE FEAT LIKE
THI8, DONE DY ¥OURSBELF, AT HOME,
BLEMS QUITE CREDITADLE ?
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s CIRCUS

JUGGLING DESIGNS
ine. ENVELOPES { blank inside),
£6.00 ( plus 50p per set post and pack )

lease make cheques payable to Great Ragoo
ll;c:igns. 27 Ashwood E
3 ___Manchesicr. M202YB

X
GREETINGS CARDS |

SET OF 10 DIFFERENT CIRCUS & ||

enue, West Didsbury, ﬂe‘.

. almost

... nicely
written with
| excellent

FIRE WATER

Sootless and odourless fuel for
Fite-torches, Fire-devilsticks,
Fire balls and Fire-eating wands.

The perfect alternative to
smoky paraffin,

£15.00 per gallon (plus P+P)

Gontact: THE HOT STUFF COMPANY
POBOX 322 SHEFFIELD.

The Catch
Cigar Boxtechniques brought right up to date.
A complete course from beginner to expert.

£9.95, P&Pfree in Europe from

«CIRCUSTUFF,

83 Uist Rd, Glenrothes,

KY7 6RE. (01592) 744392

Performance ¢lothes from LAZY DAZE : +44 (0)1422 844849 Fax: +44 (0)1422 845948

advsmeﬁ diabolo
lechniques

"two basic tricks’...
explored to their full
potential ... in a nice
relaxed style with great
illustrations.” The Calch.

diabolo devotees ... diabolo experts ... a
enough lo last a lifetime" knowledgeable and
expert teach-in." The|

. P&P rein Europe. 83 ist Rd, Glenrothes, KY7GRE! (01662) 744352 |

CRAZYY
AND @ |

RAGINGYH R
BODY,
IVIDVES
i .

“something here for-all

techniques for
Mulliple diabgly

‘a must for all asﬁ?ﬁﬁg

¢ CIRCUSTUFF 5 Carch‘!

CATCH
THIS

(U'c wide
walll Cidicr
Nevilles Textile

P. O.Box 87, 29, Stoney Street, Noftingham, NG 1

Telephone (00) 0115 9596781

Return this Advertf to obfaln
FREE Price List and Shade Card

Polyester Royal
Satin Jersey
Lining Taffeta
Lectard Elastam
Glitter Nylon
Acetate Satin
Body Stocking/Power Net

Fecaithers:-

Shop Opening
Monday 7 Flrlsdav Trimmings:-

. m - &. m
9.15a B Loose Sequins
Sequin Bralds
Austrian Rhinestones
Iron on Motifs
Drassmaking Alds
Paper Dress Patterns

3ply Ostrich Feather Boa
Chanclella Feather Boa

Marabou Boa Tinsal Finge & Trim
Ostrich and Turkey Flumes Leotards and Catsults

and much, much more.




CIRCOMEDIA

Bristol's Academy of Circus Aris and Physi-
cal Thealre :
Shorl courses this spring, taught by Circomatlia
and ex-Fool Time tutors and guesls, including:
Aerial and Tight Wire (beginners, inlermediate
and advanced) with Jackie Williams who has
worked with Zircus Roncalli and Le Cirque de
Soleil.

Advaniced Acrobatics with Erniesto Sarabia (ex
Cuban National Circus).

Dance and Object Manipulation with_Sean
Gandini.

Rigging and Make Your Own Irapeze wilh
Dave Spathakay of Ra Ra Zoo.

Movement lniprovisatiornwith Helen Crockar of

Circus Space, Ra RaZoo, The Royal Operaand | istration, Production Tachniques, Perform-
Bristol Old Vie. | anea Workshop & Project. Full fact sheol &

" | application form available, auditions 1o be
For delails of the full programme, including, | faliimthe Spring.

information about Circomedlia's One Year and
Three Month Foundation courses in Cirgls,
Performance and Devising Skills, send SAE lo:
Kim Lawrence, 116 York Road, Bedminster,
Bristol BS3 4AL.

With particular reference lo leaching aerial
and acrobatic skills, also juggling, stills, elc.
Incliudes a British Amateur Gymnastics Asso-
ciation teaching qualification, and is expecled
to qualily you for the NVQ) in Circus Teacher
Tiiaining (hal Circus Space are currently de-
veloping, when (his is introduced. Full details
available in December.
Sep. 1995 BIEC National Diploma in
Performing Arls / Circus
Two-year course, posiponed from Ihis au-
tumn. Equivalent to 2 A-levels, aimed to allow
you to progress direclly to employment or
more advanced qualifications. Includes Move-
manl Studies, Language of Gircus, Aerial,
Acro, Manipulation, Equilibristics, Arts Adimin-

Alsol Regular weekly or three-weekly classes
i flying Irapeze, rstatic- trapeze; swinging
lrapeze, cloud swing, corde lisse/web, acro-
baties, lumbling, acrobalance, juggling,
unieycling, wire walking, trampoline...” and
probably more... Ring for the full SP.

Baid, forgel Cirous Space membership gels
you quids off everything for £36 a year.
Spaces for hire, unsupeivised praclise ses-
Slons elc, - call ‘en.

COSMOS

Residential workshops in UV & fire & club

swinging with Anna Jitlings & Jim Semlyen and

friends, among the best you'll find,

Excellent locations, greal veggie grub,

workshops all day and all night.

Could be Inspiralional.

May 5-8 Lower Shaw Farm, near
Swindon, Wilishire
01793 771080.

May 20-27 Laurieston Hall, Castlo
Douglas, SW Scotland

Ffi. Jim/Anna, 01904 430472

CIRCUS SPACE

Shoreditch Power Station - Coronet
Streel, Hackney, London N1 GHD, 1el.
0171 613 4141. Near Old Sireet
(Northern Line) Hafiging arouridal Skylight
Short Courses
Nov.26' Imaginative (advanced) Club
Swinging with Anna Gillings £20
Nov.27 Club Swinging Convention £5
(free lo lhe above course)
Dec.18 Introduction to Clown Gerry Flanagan
(Commotion) £20
Dec.17-18Dance & Juggling with Sean Gandini.
Sel material and devise-your=own
for jugglers or dancers £35.
Introduction to Gircus Skills
afternoon £20.

SKYLIGHT

Gireus Arts Training Education Performance
Broadwaler Gentre, Smith Sireet, Rochdale
Qb6 1HE Tel. 01706 50676 / phone fax
01706 713638
dan.23-Mar.10 Circus Theatre Course: 7
weeks, 18 hr. p/w Luition and G hr. p/w*
oplional praclice i Skylight's space.” Per-
formance skills and circus arls, incliling
aerobalics and aerial laughls by excellent
ltors: Jim Riley, Gerry Flanagan, Jackie
Sysum... A good level of filpess necessary.
Course culminales in a group performance.
Auditions 14 Dec. Max.jplaces 9. £380.
Autumn,Short Courses,
Nov26-27Acrobatic balances - not for
beginners, Jackie'Sysum.£35.

Jan.15

Circus Space Intensive Courses
Jan9-Mar.3 Two Month Physical Circus
Skills Course .
For those with a good exisling skills &filness
level, includes devising routines and prepar-
ing performance. Phone row! auditions are

Nov.26! £450, Detd  Pyrolechnics/ Darren Wallis,
Mar.13-Apr.28  Circus Teacher £19 (inc. malerials):
Training Course Dec.4  Circus Skills - Fun day-and intro-

duction, Jim Riley. £14.

Dec.10-11  Swinging Trapeze, Deb Pope.
£36.

Short Courses 1995,

Jan.28  Club-swinging, Anna Jillings. £10

Jan,29-31  Clown (3 days), Gerry Flanagan,
£48
Feb.4 Trapeze - basic, Jackie Sysum. £17

Feb.5 Trapeze - linking movements,
dackie Systum. £17
Feb.11/12 Acro-balance nol beginners,
Jackie Sysum. £36
Feb.18  Circus Skills - Fun day and
introduction (children), Jim Riley. £10

Feb.25; Pyrotechnics, Darren Wallis. £19
(inc. malerials)
Feb.26 «Circus Skills - Fun day and

introduction to skills, Jim Riley. £14
Mar.4/5  Cloudswing, Sue Brent. £36
Mar.18/19 Swinging Trapeze,
Deb Pope TBC. £36
Mar:24-26-How-to-be A Slupid, Angela De
Caslro. £36

Regular sessions:

79 Monday Circus Skills, adulls
4-5.30 Wednesday Youth Circus

79  Wednesday Aerial

(ring 10 cheek for aerial)

Rehearsal space often available for
performers.

OLLY CRICK

duggler, eomic and Commedia man

running specialised courses in Bristol:

fall details fram him on 0117 955

3479

Feb.4  An Introduction to Comedy
(Filton College 0117 979 8909)

Mar.4  Relating lo an Audience
(Filton College 0117 979 8909)

NORWICH_CIRCUS
CENTRE

104 Nefson Street, Norwich NR2 4DS.
Tel. 01603 613445,

ZIPPO’SACADEMY

The next G-month intensive starts in May 1995,
auditions take place regionally in January and
February. Fee, course only, is £1750.

See the end-ol-course show review and think -
il could be you!

For further delails conlacl

Verena Cornwall, Manager, Zippo's Academy,
164 Sigekbridge Road, Winchester, Hamp-
shire 5022 6RW 01962 877600

Ihe Caleliare-sponisors of Zippo's Acadeny
under a nice lillle double-your-money deal with
BSIS. Sorwerhaven't gol any more, sorry.

ALBERT & FRIENDS

Kids' arid Young people’s courses.
Hammersmith, London. Info. on 0181 741
5471
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A MUDDY
i MANIACS

A UNIque perspective
of the _POLARIS

HALLENGE, 29th-
30th October 1994
near Hay-on-Wye,
Wales. ""By " the
incorrigible-Duncan
Castling.

When Andy and | completed the first Polaris in
Galloway we wonderedwhether wecould
altract any other Uni teams ior the nexi evenl.
Then Andy wenl 1o Australia (lo escape a re-
run?) and the question was academic 'cos |
was partneriess. That was until Simon Schofield
of the Ligly Juggling Companydecided lo make
Radnor Fores! his inaugural challenge.evenl
and give the Polaris [fa motniainbike orien-

leering evenl, for those wilo missed last [ssue.

-/] a bash on Unicycle. Talk about a baptism
of fire!

Two weeks before the event, BLIND PANIC - we
found out that there were fivgolhertéans: Ye
gods! We might have to starl training! But our
fears proved groundless when both leams
failed to show at the starl.

Wearrived al the event cenlre, Baskerville Hall,
in the dark, with the rain. Aftéir1eaii registra-
lion we marked up our map and threw away
moslt of the northern bil as impossible lerrain
(nol agood idea). We then collapsed in Simon’s
van listening to the downpour which gradually
gol worse and worse.

Nex!t morning the rain was lifting with the misl
as we gol ready for the 4km ride 1o the starl.
One of the mos! sensilive_parls. ol a MUni
[mountain-unicyvele] (apart from the seal) is
the 1yre/road friction_relationship, and wilh
lolal disregard for common sense had changed
my BMX Iyre for a 20" MIB [mountaiibike]
mudplugger earlier in the week; As we rode 10
Ihe start | discovered thal itwas almos! impos-
sible 1o ride up hills. Time.for a quick pil-stop
and, onesooper quick lyre changelater (thanks
1o Woody & Roger from Polaris) we were off. In
fact | was off more than Simon throughout the
day bul that's life.

Our game plan was 1o use the seven hours 1o
gain as much heighl as possible early on,
picking up checkpoinls on a direcl-as-possible
roule to the half way camp (which was just on
the edge of our cul-down map, oops!). The first
part of the ride lo Painscastle ///] wenl well
through the mist and drizzle then.we bashed

up e road 1o Llanbedr hill betore cuiting
across the bridle path 1o Leltypoed. A MUni
can go up fairly steep hills provided Ihere is
traction and no big boulders. Sod's law, |
always get it wrong, but at least I'm gelling
good al face-plants. We then followed the roacd
1o Bailey before yomping up to the 16000
saddie al Allt Dderw and our first checkpoint,
Carrying an MIB up gloopy tracks is a pain, a
MUniweighs aboul 151b which is a damn sigh
easier! The downhill 1o Glasnant was greal fun
- generally MUnis go down betler than up,
mainly limited by how much pressure your
kneecaps can wilthstand (fixed wheels, re-
member!).You should have seen the faces al
Black Yalt checkpoint when we turned upe=
thotigh we bollled oul at crossing the ford ‘cos
we found a bridget Wo did a lot of walking/
wading in the mtid on this leg, but so did oflier
compelitorsy ‘nuif-saidk The ride/slide to the
main road was a hool - lhree inches of
porridge mud, and we rode through mos! of il.
Nextabash uptheroad (flal oul speed about
Smph) 1o New Radnor after chucking the
MUnis in the river Torr a wash. Poor deluded
souls, we actually thought then thal we weré@
home and dry(?), we should have known [hére

would be a sting in the tail: two miles of climb,
some about 1in3 gradient, yes we were glad
we weren'l pushing a bike. | didn't see anyone
ride thal mother. Alter 5 hours 35 minutes and
110 poinls we were al the camp and we had
beaten about eighty teams. MUni grins in-
creased by 100%.

We were mightily impressed with the camp. It
would have been almost level for aboul ten
lents bul we weren'l amongst them; the one
hour gueue for waler was well appreciated by
all. Once we finished our cooking we relocated
the Juggling gear (thank god we didn’t have to
transport it up there) - in addition 1o balancing
on_a MUni all day we had agreed to do a
workshop/show as well. We decided 1o do
some fire club juggling/swinging in the wind
and rain because we are very sad people, | did
my piece, the seriously complicated 3 club
caseade with drops and random calching of
1he burning bit for excitement. Simon seemed
unaffected by the wind/rain/darkness - throw-
ing behind his back, nose balances and flour-
ishes, damn. A good job | didn’t need 1o hold
handlebars the next day. But the looks on the
faces. of the other competitors made it all

Down he slippery slape lo lolal sadness! PIC, DUNCAN CASTLING

O
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UNICYCLE HOCKEY

RESULTS

Lee's mysteriously re-appeared jusl as
steallhily as he vanished (welcomer
back! now lhere's someone else 1o be
rude to again), and brought with him
the results of he Skale Allack Unicycle
Hockey South Easl League. And of
course you're all gagging to know whal
they are...

League-lable-wise, lops are HUG, who
won 11 of 16 games, with G9 goals for,
and 33 againsl; (railed by Lunis,
winning 10 oul of 11 games with 86
goals for and only 23 the olher way;
and SLUG, on the same points but
pushed into 3rd place by virlue of
winning a total of 9 out of 16, with one
draw, 77 goals (o 43. Tunbridge Wells
Royals, Croydon and Team Scratch are
notable for winning no games at all. In a
lournament played October 16th, Lunis
beal Cycos 14-7 in the final, other semi-
finalists being SLUG and HUG,

If there are any other uni-hockey
leagues oul there, we'd like to publish
your (edited) resulls, lournament
delails, elc... Where are you? If Lee can
stick his head back up above Ihe
parapet then there's no reason why you

1

can'l. I's quiel, /oo quiet...

worthwhile. Yup they now knew we were
certifiable and | loved every minute of il. Then
we did it again and followed up with a
workshop lit by Pelzl head torches - certainly
different. A few lins of beer later, time for bed.

It would have been nice lo have had a good
night's sleep but the gale-force winds and rain
put an end lo thal - never mind the loony wilh
the Iractor and blazing headlights al mid-
night. Next morning we felt really refreshecd
and rested. Like hell we did. Everylthing achad,
| smelled of singed hair, and five more hours
In the saddle was definitely nol going to make
things any better, Al least It wasn'l raining. We
walked like John Wayne up the first climb...

Sunclay's speciality was the varlety of mud we
encountered. Knee deep, gloopy, porridge,
runny, you name it we rode, fell, st and
climbed through 1. The sad thing is we
aclually started to enjoy il. | would love to see
the lype of vehicle thal can negotiale those
white roads, because | now know MTBS and
MUnis certainly can'l. Yomp, Yomp, Yomp.
Then a checkpoint in Gilwern Dingle, a slere-
olype Dingly Dell if ever there was one,
beautiful. Having amassed the day's total of
30 points we decided 1o bash for home, 140
points gross If we could gel back In times
Words cannol do justice 1o the pain and
suffering that went into the last 10 nifle push,
incorporating as it did a puncture and prob-
lems with crank colter pins. Il was jusl a
malter of pedalling whal we could and yomp
Ihe steep hills, of which there seemed 1o be

7IPPO’S CIRCUS ACADEMY OF
CIRCUS ARTS

End-of-Course Show

After a rigorous six months training
in all aspects of circus life, the eight
students of ZACA finally presented
their end-of-term showcase to
friends, family and potential
employers at the BigTop on
Peckham Rye, London.

Theafternoon performance; before
Zippo's main show that evening,
was an opportunity to present the
kind of skills for which they had
been in intensive training since last
May. After a couple of individual
warm-up pieces, the performance
opened with a No Fit State-style
gomedy vaulting routine, featuring
all eight students and which was
apparently “‘respomsible for more
minor injuries than anything else
all summer.” :

There then followed variations on
the theme of ‘trapeze’: swinging,
static and doubles; with some
intermittent rope work and tight-
wire. Not so much ‘off-the-wall’, as
‘off-the-floor’ cireus.

Kris Sayers, resplendent in purple
spangly tights, performed an
adventurous solo swinging routine,
unfortunately coming off near the
end after trying a particularly
difficult step back off the trapeze.
Luckily he was using a lungel Fully
recovered, he showed up again later
- this time in white spangly tights -
with his partner Tina Carter for an
impressive doubles piece. He
explained that they had originally
tried wearing black, but after seeing
themselves on video realised they
were almost invisible, hence the
white tights. Fair enough Kris, but
whiat was your excuse forthe purple
ones?

There was some delightful clowning

Catehs::
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from Steve Tayler, who managed to
keep everyone amused with a
stuffed fish, a‘jug of water and a
frying pan. Tina’s *Rag Doll’ cloud-
swing routine was as good, if not
more imaginativé and entertaining,
than the similar act in the main
show later. She and Steve as ‘clown
and doll” also performed a good
doubles acro piece.

Afterwards all invited guests
adjourned to the ‘hospitality tent’
for beer and munchies. Special
guest Mr Terry (*I've got a famous
brother') Major Ball mumbled into
the'mike a 1ot whilst congratulating
the students on a job well done.
Then came the awards:

Nikki Jeffries and Jon Gabbay
scooped the ‘Most Imaginative Act’
award for their Dickensian doubles
trapeze act as Fagin and the Artful
Dodgeri Kris and Tina carried off
the prestigious ‘Best Student in any
Class’ award for their doubles
trapeze piece;and John Derbyshire
- static trapeze, clowning and rola-
bola - veceived ‘student who has
made the most progress’ award.

Charlotte Barltrep, the cat woman
who gave a splendid performance
on the tight-wire - was also given a
special mention'by Mr Major Ball
who admired her ‘lovely poise’ (or
was that paws?) [the family is well-
known for its command of the higher
reaches of the English language - d]

As a show it lacked variety, being
heavily loaded towards trapeze,
rope and tight-wire. However,
considering that none of them had
any experience of trapeze when
they started out, they had pre-
sented some fairly remarkable acts.
There/aren’t many opportunities to
learn these skills in a concentrated
fashion «and to be taught them so
well,

Kate Merser

many. 2 hours 19 minules of suffering laler
we crossed Ihe finish, 4 hours 41 minutes
tolal time, grand lotal 140 points. Team No
559 (UGLY) had bealen almost 100 other
teains on mountain bikes, Laugh? we nearly
PI***d olselves /his asterisks? -]

Wawere even more chuffed when we'won the
Spirit of the Event award and elutching our
prizes (which were bloody good) we sel off for
the six fiour drive/irudge home.

Looking back on the event I'in certain that we
proved that the MUniis viable, or that we have
serious masochistic lendencies... Anyway we
did agree one Ihing - WE'LL BE BACK!

Whal we really need is some compelition in
the form of more sad people on MUnis Lo give
us the incentive to do it again. Or are all the
other unicycle riders out there just pathetic
wimps? C'mon you guys, make our day - the
gaunilet is cast.down, anyone got the botlle lo
pick it up?
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Now that it's that time of year ««««s. a few ideas

Isn't it time you treated yourself to some ssssesssses

Top quality four segment balls In

rechargeable luminous material.

ldeal for those long dark winter &
evenlngs.

Brilllant ldea to glve even the
lowllest club a powerful glowing

rave expetlence type effect. One
slze fits all. Look after your clubs -
with a set of glowlng pyjamas for
the winter!

The most exclting new juggling
book this year. Even The Catch
gave It a good review! The Ideal
collectors book. Glve It to a friend
or ask for It from a relative.

The great little stocking filler
(90 out and buy that palr of
stockings today). Now down to
Just £1.95 for a double helping
of animated cartoon
Juggling fun.

YUIM SYO0S 8S0Y] JNIS »=
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Just released, a documentary fllm of the 1st
Thalland International Juggling Conventlon
which glves a fasclnating Insight Into the event
and the reactlon of the Thal people to juggling.

for Club Jugglers - by Doug Dougal’ Cross-cultural exchange at 1ts best!

Quite a mouthful! The latest
publication from Clreustuff.
Bursting with |nformatlon In thelr
usual accesslible friendly style.

.......... | Ilogel 1] A delightful collectlon
of rare reproduction
postable Victorlan
postcards from when
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: the first diabolo

craze was In full
H \! f—
: A Jumbo diabolo from the renowned \ fof tee ©@ Eé
OO, Mr. Babache. Yes! He's done It ot AREE >u;1

last, the *Harlequin” In red, yellow, * we 85
I
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KNOW THE GAME - JUGGLING
Haggis McLeod
A&C Black £3.99

The first thing you notice aboul this book
are the high-quality colour photographs -
very bright, very clear, The next thipg is
how came Susi Ocldball s/ looks so young?
A lestament to motherhood and juggling?

This book is aimed al the complete beginner
or, as the book says, 'sports’ juggler, Funuy
how 'sporls juggler' (amateur) sounds.inore.
sarious than ‘streel juggler' (professional).

Learning juggling - an essentially 3-
dimensional mobile and physical skill - is
best not done through reading a texl, even
though Haggls says thal " Lridorstanding \1he
3-Ball cascade is the key lo learning it",
Words lend lo be wordy and juggling tends
1o be, well, fuggly- il's hard to learn lo ride
a bike by reading a book too. Most new
jugglers need lots of encouragement and
immediate feadback lo crack [he cascacle,
and hree or four pages of lexl, no maller
how good, Is no substitute for having Auntie
Sue or Uncle Haggls there in the flesh, Bui
if you don't have a Juggling Aunltie or Uncle
and you live miles from the neares! juggling
club, then this book Is a reasonable place.lo
slart,

The ‘Know the Game'series are lhose
leach-yourself lype books (hal explain the
rules and regulations of popular sporls and
games. Since Juggling doesn't really have
any rules, no space Is wasted explaining
what a double-faull is or how lo caslle
[shame - d]. This means thal this slim
volume, like ils slim author [s/urely shonie
fiishiake - JSA] gels a lol done in a small
space. There's interesting bils of history, lols
of tips and hints, sections on balancing,
gladiators, Iricks and passing. There's evan
a section on Haggis' own obsession, Volfey-
Club - which apparently “has greal appeal
as a spectalor sport” - oh really?

If you must learn from a book this one's
clear, careful, and accurale. And it's very
refrashing lo see a seriously British and
salisfying pockel-sized book - no North
American jokesy folksy sluff, no carloons or
philosophy, no nonsense. This is serious

< Flease tick this box if

]

(PLEASE PRINT)
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THE CATCH
A YEARS SUBSCRIPTION please for THE CATCH, slarlmg from the following issue:

Issue 9 (Aug-Sept) Issue 10(@ct-Nov) Issue 11 (Dec-Jan)| Issue 12 (Feb-Maich) Isswe 13 .(Apuil-May) __Issue 14 (June~July)

[]

you have subscribed before.

training for the serious beginner, and if you
follow it word-for-word you'll be on the palh
10 being seriously good, like Sust or Haggls.
Next stop the video, the T-Shirt, the shorls
and the season lickel lo Hawali.

Clare Hudman

LESSONS FROM THE ART OF
JUGGLING
~ Michael J Gelb and Tony Buzan
(Harmony Books, import)

This book is a developmént of lhe idea that
juggling is a tool that helps a/learning. |
agiree with many of the points made;but the
language Is distinclly off-putting. The
sickening superlatives of the acknowledge-
ments and the preface dre enough to make
yout pul it down immediately, while | found
tha poems simply ridiculous, On the other
hand | ean see hal some people would
really relato lo them! For-me though, lines
like *juggling's essential lightheartedness
encourages easy access 10 1he fundamental
human learning modality of play" are
pedantic and absurd.

As for content, the seclion.on applying
‘appropriate effor!’, Is something |
conlinually stress In workshops - slop Liying
so hard, use economical efferl and
movement. The description of how lo juggle
thiee balls is certainly thoroughy bul
todious, and fuggulation’ must be (ha
uglies! juggling term so'far invented..,

The sections on applying the lessons
learned in juggling to the rest of your life
are moslly interesting, il long-winded, bul as
a leach yoursell how lo juggle book, only
the gascade instructions are adequate.
Generally, it seems a foolish assumption thal
everyone can do everylliing - regardless of
gize, age, infirmity. The betler point would
perhaps have been lo siress thal everyone
can Improve .

I you are of philosophical bent, don't mind
il you never progress bayond lhe cascade,
and can stomach the language, you might

enjoy il!

Pippa Tee.

SUBSCRIPTI

Subscription price: £9,00 (Inc.. Post & Packaging) Overseas Subscription £15.00
Send Postal Order or Cheque (payable lo 7HE CATCH) to: THE CATCH
MOORLEDGE FARM COTTAGE,

KNOWLE HILL,
CHEW MAGNA,
BRISTOL! BS18 8TL
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NOT YOUR NORMAL TOURISTS
Availble at the time of print through
Butterfingers

If you read the report from our ‘International
Correspondent' Ken Farquhar In Issue 7 of
The Cateh, you will already have experienced
some of the exotic Nlavour of e First Thailand
Juggling Festival last November. This is lhe
video, Forty intrepid jugglers from all over lhe
world paid to go for aworking holiday, organ-
isadl by the aplly named Serious Fun Cointiil-
tee. 11 Ihis was shown on the lelly then every
juggler would bae talking aboul il the nex! day;
after walching it | wish | had gone myself. Not
jusl because the focation is beautiful, or
because the company appeared lo be having
aconslantparty, butlhere was a more serious
side toAhe trip which the video documents in
a very touching way. A lol of lime was spenl
teaching kids o juggle. Not remarkable | hear
youl say, it happens every day in the UK - bul
inaland where thereisn'l aword for juggling,
to learn and then perform in ashow alongside
this group of weslern world wierdos must
have beeli a bit of a shock. All seemed lo
benefit from the experience - it's hard some-
times tasorl the kids aul from the performers!
There Is an urge to gel all ‘peace-man and
luwwy' especially when you learn aboul the
Daughters' Education Projectal Mal Saiwhere
the group gol involved with children from the
poor hilkiribe families; il these kids have no
chance lo-learn-then they are sold 1o the
brothels in the clties.

Al first | thought it was a very professional
keepsake for-all-these-thal went, bul il's a lol
more (han thal, I's a skilful documentary
about breaking down cullural barriers by
using laughter and a lalenl we somelimes all
lake for granted - told you | was gelting all
sloppy, my god'lwish | had gone.

Anyway -why buy this video? Well, the juggling
in it is superb, it's very funny, edited and
produced lo a high quality. The inevitable
show-al.the end.is star-sludded wilh many
people from the UK. No I'm nol going lo
mention them by name ‘cause it will lake loo
long, anyway it's just the reason lo dip your
hand in your pockel.

My god Fwish |had gone.
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Pow?r Ball

patent pending

A NL~  The Origin: 1en void imitatic
® A revolutionary new ultra-heavy, but soft, juggling exercise ball from Beard
® Three sizes 800gram/75mm, 600gram/68mm and 450gram/62mm
® Three colours graphite, metallic turquoise, metallic purple
® High energy workout! Juggling three means lifting up to 1.6tonnes in 10 minsl
® Juggling with the DX Pow?r Ball.improves endurance and accuracy

Until 1995 the DX Pow?r Ball is only available in the U.K. DIRECT from the manufacturer. Use this form to
order, when complete post to: Beard, Old Town Mill, Old Town, Hebden Bridge, HX7 8TE

| Please send me: Qty.. Total “Colour Qty Name :
i Pow?®r Ball 800g/75mm @£10.95 ea Graphite Address |
: Pow’r Ball 600g/68mm @£9.95 ea Tquoise i
_ i_‘.Powar Ball 450g/62mm @£8.95 ea Purple .
' 1 Post & packing @ £1.50 per ball (all metallic) :
; | enclose a cheque/PO for payable to Beard Enterprises Ltd. Postcode

.......................................................................................................................................



DROPS# 1

DEVIL'S TOYS

REPUTATIONS

Is Juggling a dirty word?

We don’t expect you to
think so, but the experi:
ence of some enunent fig-
ures (and some snide stuff
in the regular press) sug:
gests that some of the rest of.
the world sees us differ-
ently. Our own eminent figs
ure, Pippa Tee addresses
the question. Special thanks
to Bim Mason for mate-
rial from an article he wrote
for another publication and
foriluninating ‘phone con-

versalions.

I was thrilled when I bought my [irst
set of {_:luhﬂ, infatuated with all the
jugglers at my first convention, and
totally overwhelmed at the audience
response to my first good perlorni-
ancel On the other hand, my family
refused to talk about or take any
interest in this new-found career,
clearly finding it distasteful and
embarrassing...

Later while running a juggling
business, the reaction from manufac-
turers varied between hysterical
giggles, (““You do WHAT?"), instant
dismissal from serious consideration,
and even complete antagonism, One
enginecring firm refused an order for
diabolo centres as their chief engineer
threatened to quit. Why? Because
jugglers are “damned in the Bible”,
and he would have no involvement
with making the “Devil’s toys™!
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That was extreme, but wlly have
juggling and jugglers gained such a
bad repuiu{l:)n -and is it ju&li fied? At
one point | wrote to Radio 4 citing
beneficial and charitable acts by
jugglers and asking them to redress
‘I]l’, l)]]ll‘n(:(} ns ﬂ“ tl]l‘? [’!'Uﬁﬁ ll[l(! "}l(lil.'l
coverage [ had heard was bad. I got
no response, Bad publicity leads to an
unwillingness to fund training and
put on shows, Sean Gandini became
aware of antagonism towards juggling
- to obtain funding from the Arts
Council, he changed the publicity to
put ‘Dance’ before ‘Juggling'..The
Flying Karamazovs are sold to the
public as eomedians/actors, who
happen to juggle. Steve Rawlings,
Paul Morogeo and manyothers are
publicised us ‘comedy jugglers’. To be
‘just’ a juggler gives thewrong
impression it seems.

Has the public got it wrong? Does
juggling for them mean the clown
who barely does a 3 ball cascade at
the children’s party? Do they only see
theserulfier busking acts on the

streéts? Bim Mason has been working

for a ducud’e in ‘New Ciml_ls' - “If
you're in the juggling world, the
different styles and sopliistications are
apparent, Outside, it’s whether people
(lrl_)l_’. Thl_'-]'tf iﬁ not l:n”ug}l C(]\r’lﬂl'“&&.’l)f
good aets on TV, almost none on film.
People’s perceptions are based on

what they see in the city centres,

“In the 1980s, there was a move
towatds the Arts standing on their
own feet. Groups attracfing large
audiences received money from the
Arts Gounecil - funding {or suceess.
Popular art ruled. When Circus Oz
visited in '81, they showed what o
theatrical circus could achieve. It was
fun, vibrant, original and disearded
the barrier between audience nand
performer.”

In 1985, Mummer and Dada, Circus
Burlesque and Snapdragon started; a
year later Cireus Senso, &w!cp, No It
State and Fooltime swept in on the
papular wave. Thed988:South-Bank
CGircus Festival received £40,000 from
the GLA, and included thefivst UK
showing of Archaos, Comparisons
were inevitable between themy, the
Canadian Cirque du Solelband the
British groups. After a baule,
Fooltime received funding from the
Arts Counieil and the GLA responded
to Jonathan Graham’s initiative to set
up Circus Space,

Now I.hf_' tminillg fm:ili!ies‘ which
othet countries had had for years,

were in place to raise the standards,
and we had the performance groups.
Which is when things began to go
wrongl The GLA “*diec ”., circus was
taken off Arts Council representation,
and many groups folded: Muwnmer
and DadagBurlesque; Snapdragon -
finally even Fooltime, We're left with
good training facilities (albeit
seriously under-funded), with Circus
Space, Skylight, Zippo, Circomedia -
and hardly.any performing compa-
nies. As Bim says, “circus is now
regarded as either a leisure activity,
or a socialtool in the plethora of
community training programmes.’

The Arts Gouncil tends to fund
unusual innovative ideas. Traditional
circus skills are traditional precisely
because they don’t ehange every
season! The skills used by the Chinese
State Circus take years to perfect.
Sean Gandini is extending the
boundaries of juggling - as things
stand, to obtain funding he will need
to keep experimenting with new
forms. Wemeed other brave souls to
explore different aspeots of juggling.
How necessary is funding to the
image of jugg’iing and therefore its
appeal, popularity and future
success? [Cood question! -d] Perhaps
we should approach the problem
from the othier endslooking around
at conventions, | am amazed at the
level of skill. Sadly most of the shows
are rubbishl Itsno good wowing
fellow jugglers with seven balls, if you
drop doing three balls in front of an
audience. It"s not good enough to
juggle 7 balls perfectly if people are
crossing the road to avoid you. And
it’s not even good enough to juggle 7,
and look great, if you're not enter-
taining!

Funding would be great. However, |
feel we are all responsible for, and
can changeythie poorimage of
juggling. There is a convention
amongst elowns that they should not
smoke, deink; orswear whilst in
motley. If you think that’s a nonsense,
pause a minuteywhatdoes a ‘clown’
mean for Jo Public? “Cuud, clean
family fui® It may have little skill -
or humoud - to my llti.nd, B‘ul. the
image created gives agcess to a high
percentage bithespbpulétion, If you
don’t have an audience (in the widest
sens@of dieword), how are you going
to show off your I.l.nmzing feats of
dexterity? You have to feel comfort-
able withjyourlook and your act, but
the audience has to feel comfortable

too!
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WHAT’S IN A
NAME?

...a clown by ary other

name would smell as
sweet. Pof! discusses
nomenclatural matters,
‘Art’ and ‘entertainment’
and other terms.of en-
dearment. Not as irrel-
evant as you illiterate
philistines nmught think:..
The connection with the
article on the last page
should also be noted!

Where does art stop and entertain-
ment start? Does opera entertain? If
it entertains only the rich, does that
necessarily make it ‘art’? Is an
artform not an artform because it
entertains the masses? In Australia,
where, I am told, people dress up in
flowing finery to attend the circus as
‘twere a gala performance of ‘La
Bohéme’, does the circus warrant a
capital C, as in Opera; oris this
apparent sense of occasion simply a
quaint custom, thesortiof arse
about-facery the English expect of a
nation living upside-down?

Enough of this. Thejpoint 1s that I
once made the mistake,of casually
referring to Circus as an artform in
front of someone either brave or
stupid enough to argue with me. To
be fair, I hadn’t given it much
thought until I found myself
defending my profession; as I found
his insistence thatdtwas merely
“entertainment” rather insulting.
Evidently he was equally insulted -
possibly more so, actuany - that |
could elevate the antics of a bunch

DROPS #2 - POF!

of what he clearly regarded as Gipsy
horse-dealers and lunatics to the
level of Art.

IS Circus an art form? In Victorian
times, when it was patronised by
Royalty, as opposed to simply being
patronised (if you'll forgive the
slightly bitter pun), I have no doubt
that it was seen by many as Art.
Actually, it was simply seen by
many. Theones who had an
education might have called it art -
but when did such terminology
begin? [with.C18/19 aesthetics ]
Similarly in Shakespeare’s day,
people of all social classes went to
the theatre. [t was entertainment
then, and has only been elevated to
Artjin recent times by people who
claim to understand the lingo.
Complicated, isn't it? ‘Art’ and
‘Entertainment” are clearly fully
interchangeable terms of reference
depending on current trends,
elitism, the social class of the
entertainees as compared with the
entertainers, and, iffone happens to
be a sociologist, one or two other
factors [[haven’t even imagined. It
must also depend.on the expecta-
tions of the audience, and their
reasons for going to/see a show.

Our show is mostly seen by families.
They want an evening out that can
be enjoyed by everyone from little
Johnny to Great Aunt Agatha, and
quite-clearly; therefore, trad. Circus
is in this¢ase entertainment. We
also find ourselves playing host to
the Kingpole-subseribers, fans of
trad. Circus who belong to circus
appreciatiofi 8ocieties, vie with one
another to see the most shows in a
season, and award prizes to the ones
they like best. Asfar as these people
are concerned, Circus is Art, and no-
one is goingto eonvince them
otherwise; New Circus is similarly,
severally, defined by its audience -
either ag politically correct family
entertainment, or as ‘Art’ by its
devotees, My contract refers to me as
a ‘circus artiste' - with no reference
to my skillsin shovel-wielding,
stable management; reptile
handling, public relations, advertis-
ing etc... Da I feeblike an artist, or
as though I just sentenced myself to
another season’s hard labour?
Mostly I'm too knackered to think
much aboutit;

Why do any of us perform? Are we
all the most ineredible show-offs,

wanting to go further, to do better,
to be more fearless, more skilled
than our peers? Or are we simply
trying to earn a crust? Are the
children of the old Showmen
dynasties just upholding the
tradition of their way of life?
(There's no other reason they have
to any more). Why do other perform-
ers become travellers? Are they
lured by the open road, by an outlet
for their own particular creativity
which they cannot find elsewhere, or
because there is simply nothing else
for them to do? Isn’t it ultimately
about personal fulfilment - which
surely makes it ‘Art for Art’s sake’, I
hope so - that would save me having
to think any more about this, my
brain hurts and I want to go out to
playl?

Just to throw the cat among the
pigeons - figuratively speaking, of
eourse - | did just think of one last
point on this most weighty (why did
L start this?) subject. ‘New’ Circus
does not necessarily equal ‘animal
Jree’. There are ‘new’ circus shows
around which do use animals -
mostly notably, and surely the finest
show anywhere last season, Zigarro’s
‘Opera liquestre’. Being on tour
myself, I couldn’t get to France to
see ity and had to rely on a mate to
send a video. Finer horsemanship
has been seen nowhere, Every style
‘and discipline was used - bareback,
liberty, haute école, dressage,
Cossack... it was funny, touching,
exhilarating... and the story actually
made-sense, even though it was in
French. Traditional Circus was
abandoned completely - except for
the horses, of course, which are very
traditional. The rest - music, dance,
drama - was entirely ‘New’ and it
was ART, communicating to
everyone regardless of language or
cultural background...

..Which is another quality one seeks
in circus. It shouldn’t matter if you
don’t speak the lingo - you should be
able to understand and enjoy it
anyway. It's the skills of the
performers which are on display,
whicheyer form a particular show
may take,d still call it ‘art’ .. but so
long as people keep coming back,
does it really matter? At the end of
the day, those of us who aren’t
grant-maintained(l) rely on bums on
seats; and we really don’t care what
you call us so long as it isn’t too
rude.
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DIABABBLE

Like every other magazine in Chris-
tendom around the end of the year,
this issue is full of things to buy.
That’s timely, i’d have said (for those
of you who read this at the end of
November and at a stretch even those
who buy it in January - greetings,
time-travellers!l) - and that’s one of
the things our preferred skills are all
about, no? Being in the right place at
the right time takes on a whole new
meaning when you're fifty footup on
a trapeze,

It’s about ups & downs too (neat link
there, cheers), which is something a
few people in the trade are feeling
rather acutely at the moment. [ don’t
think Elnyrmmu'mnld herethinks that
juggling is just another craze, like the
Hula Hoop, but in some quarters it's
beginning to look like that. And if
some of the shops and manufactur-
ers don’t have a good shopping sea-
son they just ain’t going to be there
next year. [ know my local shop sells
aneat line in ridiculous oddments of
the sort that please small nephews
and nieces, ete., and i know where’m
going to be buying Christmas nick-

nacks. What about you?

End of commereial, Back to the ser-
mon, What I’'m on about is being
there when you’re needed (eue weepy
music) and it's also about anticipat-
ing what’s going to happen neaxt - life-
skills which circus skills mirror in the
kind of way that is irresistible to
writers of New Age Juggling books,

ete. (i could do one of those, no

problem!). Both the new props article
and My Dancey’s extrapolations on
notation are sort of relevant there,
looking into the future rather than
the past, keeping us on our toes and
developing the arts. Even in some
pretiy silly directions!

While i'm on one here, a_slightly
relevant (1) topic is to apologise to the
following - Nicky Hewgill, Raphael
Harris and Pamela Kirby, who sent us
excellent-quality reviews of events
which we still haven’t run - mostly
because by the time we put them in
the events in question would have
been something like three months
ago, and ifthat’s looking bravely into
the future then i’'m Meglin in ‘The
Sword in the Stone’ (i may already
have been going to be). We welcome
reviews of events you've been to, those
weean't use on the reviews page (like
reviews of mini-conventions and
courses) we can always'put.on the
letters page so your commernts are
comimunicated. If you want to know
whether we want it, giveus a ring or
drop us a line, it’s easy... And while
i'm in apology-for-things-received
mode, thanks to Tony Drayton, and
westill haven't worked out what to do

with it. Abitlike some of those presents

you get, really.

Yup. Thisissue of the Catch(like every
other one) is dedicated to: Ingenuity,
Antiéipating and Being there when

you're needed. And it makes me feel

very 8incere to say that...

Crossword soluflon (fram Hagen
programme - anglher Caiipublic
information service),
1. Baanbeg
2. Balance
Hello Ihis is Berlin! Shoin
+ N e i 4. Hagen
[hanks for your greal article about the 171h EJC. II's nice 5. Spinning
lo earn this greal deal of praise forrthe-organisation; bul 8. Opan-agipe
~an'l ol o . . 7. Radical-figh
| can't stand il all by myself. It needs lo be spreac on 8. Aing
different shoulders! 8. Asmpenplan
We had around sixty jugglers who spend mostofiheirfime e E;’:mgg‘;}
before and during the Convention helping. All they gol for 12, Snekes
il was a Hagen walch like the performers of (he Public- ;"131 ';chﬁc'?ﬂd
Show. eshiica ooy
; ; . Badge
The Inner organisation leam were six people: Achim 16. Fake
Scharll from Hagen, Heike Tushaus from Bayreuth, Jens 1; E?fé‘:iﬂe
Herden from Kaufungen, Michael Hennecke [rom 18, Catch
Karlsruhe, Olal Dunger from Bayreuth and me, Til 3‘13 Ej:b“
Sauerwein from Berlin. | was among other Ihings respon- 22 Mils' Mesas
sible for the Public-Show which would nethave been thai gg gnoti
o : e : - . Drops
good if I_nrlrl Strong hadl not existed i lrwas really a (1.5.)- ot
production. 28, Club
& 27. Bradfopd
Ch@ﬁ%ﬁi 28, Showen

GONTAGT

B O X

BJF - British Juggling
Foundation

Neil Hope-Collins (ehairman)

2 Melbourne Street, Hebden
Bridge, West Yorkshire HX7 6AS

JTF - Juggling Trade Federation
Sally Bateman (Administrator)
Minflord, NewsHouse Lane,
Salfords, Surrey, RH1 5RA

NationalAssogiation of Street
Enlertainers

J Arno (secretary)

221 Webb Rise, Stevenage,
Hertfordshire, SG1 6QQ.

EJA - European Juggling
Assoclation

Lee Hayes

Jodenbreaestrs 24-1, 1011 NK
Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Jules Howarth (British Contact)
69a Splott-Road; Splott, Cardiff,
CF2 2BW, Wales

IJA - International Jugglers’
Associalion

Jugglers’ World ‘Magazine
IJA Box 218, Montague MA
01357 LSA

Year's Subscription $35.00

Kaskade - European Juggling
Magazine

Gabi & Paul Keast

Annastr. 7, D-65197 Wiesbaden,
Germany

Year's Subseription £12.00

0zjuggle

PO Box-861; Northeote 3070,
Victoria, Australia

Year's Subscription $25.00

New Zealand Juggling
Associalion

Quarterly Newslelter

NZJA, 84 Studholme Street,
Christéhurch 2, New Zealand

Circus Friends’ Assoclation
The Membership Secrelary
20, Foot Wood Crescent,
Shawelough, Rochdale,
Lancashire, OL12 6PB
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IT'S THAT MAN AGAIN
Ref. the Hat Fair Cabaret debate

Performers used to the London circuit
quickly find that the Winchester audience
is a hit different, We hold our breath rather
than laugh at gratuitous-swearing. How
vulgarl - we prefer innuendo and double
entendre, We sat (stood, in my case, it was
a full house and the Cabaret was going
down a storm) quietly through PeeWee's
opening sallieg, then laughed uproariously
at "couple number 69, Vaughan and Valerie
from Peckham'', PeeWee responded to our
perversity by " explaining' thejoketosome
children. Maybe it was ingoor taste but it
wasn't child abuse. The only one who was
abused was PeeWee - well and truly,

If only it had stopped there. The children's
mother was there, and confident her kids
were not being scarred for life, but one
heckler was not so sure. Ithought she was
likely to cause more trouble by drawing
thekids' attention to whatoetherwise might
have gone right over their heads:; But the
routine deteriorated into a slanging match.
For my part I just wanted PeeWee to
scuttle off so we could start dancing!

The use of aggression is one of the most
delicate balancing acts a stand-up attist,
let alone a street performer, can attempt

(Bim Mason makes some interesting points

about this in his book). Pretending to be
angry with your audience will almaost al-
ways raise a laugh, and the inspired abuse
ofhecklersis a standard. But what PeeWee
did was show real spite, and that is prob-
ably why the heckler felt she could have a
go at him after the show, it had become
more a personal argument than a perform-
ance,

Well, Hat Fair got lots of publicity out of it.
The objector wrote to thelocal papers, and
abriefdebate ensued. As aresult, we have
agreed to put 'not suitable for children’ on
our publicity material - which should bring
the punters pouring in. But no way are we
going to stop people bringing their kids to
the Cabaret if they want to (we can always
send them off for a round of drinks during
Bastard the Clown).

Thanks again to PeeWee and Emma, who
worked their butts off from start tofinish
and showed superhuman patience in the
face of some pretty frustrating situations.
Whatever the hassles, Hat Fair 1994 was
by all accounts the best yet. I had a bloody
(oops, sorry missus) good time and can't

wait for next year.
/Vt'a‘y‘ H 7
el Gain

GLOBAL WARNING #2

Following recent references to the dan-
gers of walking globes in your column we
would like to add our rather frightening
experience.

Preparing for a circus skills workshop
somewhere in Lancashire, busily unload-
ing our van and taking our equipment to
the designated area, during our final trip
we were/hailed by a bystander, ''yer ball's
gone mate'', and sure enough our large
purple walking globe had vanished. Other
onlookers were running towards twotrees
at the edge-of the field so we decided to
investigate. As we sauntered down the
gently sloping field we expected to find
that-our-ball had been.safely stopped by
the dense undergrowth some 100 yards
away. Further inspection howeverrevealed
a sheer sided ravine with a river and a
woodland walk at the bottom. Peering
through the trees we could just make out
a group of people who had already begun
to laboriously push the globe back up the
steep valley's side;

Fortunately for all parties no.one was on a
Sunday stroll in the valley's bottom as the
globe crashed and ricocheted through the
trees like‘a scene from Indiana Jones or
The Prisoner,

The Cisriowud gﬁ;&mad,

A PEDANT WRITES

I've been meaning to write to the Catch
for some time now but it's been so long
that I've/forgotten what I was going to
say. I must say that I was getting a bit
bored of the cliquishness of the mag but
issue 9 is refreshingly crisp [especially
with a green salad -dJ. 1 think it was all the
in-jokes between big names that did it -
articles about them are fine by me how-
evel.
One other niggling thing:
Practice i a noun
To practise is a verb

fm,

Rangsr,

PS. The Snowdonia Convention was very
wet, but what do you expect from North.
Wales?

so they are, Laurence - “To Practice’
isalso aceeptable inmy book-that’s
the Oxford English Dictionary
(didn’t know i wrote that too, did
you?) and if i corrected everybody,
why, you'd lese the integrality of:
their style, wouldn't you?

BIG CATS' CRADLES?

I've always done Cat's Cradle like this, but
it doesn't seem to be in any of the books -

1)8tart the P itinto thealr

g and then th

2) Swingthe handsticks ina small circle, forming the loop
labled ‘x'

4) Catch the falling diabolo as shown,

1t I8 than possible to point the handsticks towards dach
other and the cadle will 'slip out' leaving the diabollo
ready for the next trick,

DROP BACK LINES - LETTERS PAGES
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An afterthought - on the live animals in
circus debate (well dead ones wouldn't
make much of a show, would they?), the
only trad. circus I've been to (three or four
years ago) had two acts which stuck in my
memory: one where a camel was led
around the ring two or three times leaving
a trail of shit behind it (not particularly
interesting), and a very good act in which
several dancers and jugglers performed
whilst riding round the ring on what ap-+
peared to be horses (believe it or not)fel...-
d|...but, to the point, my personal point of
view is that there is nothing wrong with
using animals in circus (while they are
treated properly) but it should still be
backed up by some skill, either from tha
animals themselves or the humans in the
act - let's face it, if people wanted to see
animals wandering round not doing very
much, they'd go to a zoo. D'ya know, I
used the letter P twelve times in this
afterthought.

Simon (inyﬁfamé' Laird
Ojord

oh dear... and you were doing so
well until that last bit...

AND SOMEONE ELSE WHO
ACTUALLY READS THE
MAGAZINE...

Hi, I'd like to give you my view on the
circus animals debate.

Now, I'd rather see wild animals in the
wild than trained animals in the circus.
But T would rather see well kept circus
animals than wild animals in cages in a
flea bitten zoo in Eastern Europe.

I think that most of the circus animals in
the UK are very well looked after. I agree
with Pofl in issue 10 that it is in the circus’
best interests to look after their animals
well. However, in the poorer parts of the
world, circus animals are treated.very
badly. They don't act the way they do
because they are well trained, they deitte
avoid punishment,

In a perfect world, in my opinion, there
wouldn't be circus animals. All animals
would live happily in the wild. However
we don't live in a perfect world. Our
ancestors took animals from the wild and
put them in zoos and circuses. We cannot
undo their wrongs, The most we can do is
make the best of a bad job and treat the
animals with care. I suggest that if the
campaigners really care for the animals
they give money to help feed and house
them, or join the circus and help care for
them, instead of organising anti-circus
campaigns which could lead to the down=
fall of circus. Without the circus, the circus

animals would have to be put down, Is
that what all you campaigners out there
want?

Jobin Bullock.
PS. Could the masked man at Hagen
havebeen the equally secretive Diabolo?

PPS. Doesn't that deserve a T-ghirt?

What? for blowing my cover? surely
not...

NOW THAT'S MORE LIKE IT

I think jugglers are really tasty espe-
gially'the ones who hayen't got hairy
chests.

I'm 16 and ¢an do a b ball cascade with
no hands.

Do you know how 1 can contact the
bloke who can balange a-teapot-on his
willy?

Do _you think jugglers like girls who
wear lipstick?

Yours in searching,

'zway.

Joan tlegue miy address jusl i cate mggiMum

Gl Yt o
THERE'S ALWAYS ONE

Many of my juggling friends are also
unicyclists, and for quite a few years
now they have been heckling me for not
having learned to ride. My standard
regponse to such challenges has been
to declare that I'd learn to ride one of
these things when someone gave me
one for free. This position seemed to
serveé me well, since I didn't want to
waste my time on anotherpointlesgiskill
to go along with all the pointless jug-
gling skills I've acquired over the years,
and | felt pretty sure that'nene-of the
juggler/unicyclists that I knew would
be giving away any of theirtoysforfree.
S0, it was with much surprise that I
opened the August/September issue of
The-€atch and discovered-what?=-a
free unicycle from Absolute Balls!

Ilike to think that I' a nanefmy word,
s0 [ set out right away to get the thing
assembled and begin mysunicyeling
career. Now, I don't want to sound
ungrateful to Absolute Balls or The Cateh,
but I did run into a problem: After
assembly, I noticed that the unicycle
geemed to be a little bit smaller than
most of the unicycles that my friends
have, and when I tried to get on it for the
fitstitime the dang thing collapsed and
1 fellstraight to the floorl It seems to be
beyond repair, so 1 am onge again

Write to:

A N3

Catth’s @ad/e,

clo

Moorledge
Farm Cottage,

Knowle Hill,
Chew Magna,
Bristol/

BS78 8T

=y ey e
( ?
'y R
Vo e el
n*"‘-’r'ﬂf}f,.a_iﬂ ‘T/j
weLore .

unicycleless. Nevertheless, I have come
up with an idea that may be of some use
to the Absolute Balls folks: I think that if
more metal alloys were used in the differ-
ent components, the overall durability of
the unicycles - would be better than it is
with the lightweight cardboard that they
currently use. Perhaps you could mention
this to them the next time that you talk to
them.

Despite the small problem I had with the
unicycle, I like your idea of giving away
free props andaccessories with your iaga-
zine. With that in mind, I'm sending along
some £ notes to renew my subscription to
The Catch 'l belooking forward to more
issues and more free stuff. How about free
stilts,por apfree-tolling globe, or maybe
even a free gymnasium with future issues.

Free stuff is.coolii
4’%’ "

Well now; your highress, we didn’t
have any other complaints so i can
only assume you're.doing it wrong
(or you’re too fat). Why not swap
yours with one ccz your friends who
can already. ride - they shouldn’t
have as much trouble. Or use that
blasted helicopter of yours.
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henwe first compiled thiswork-

shop list in issue 1, September

"92, there were 86 regulcu open

jugghng workshops. Now, just

over two years later, there are

1861(if irean count) (which i
can’t)(asanyonewho’s been up against
me in games or passing will tell you).
This means that in two years, the
number of juggling clubs has doubled.
Which means that before The Catch
reaches its 10th birthday; the whole of
the magazine will be taken up by the
workshops section, or the print will be
so small that'the eomplaints we had at
the beginning will be so insistent we’ll
all be deaf as well as blind. And ten
years after that every hall, church &
youth centre in the.country will have a
workshop. And ten years after that
there won’t be anyone left to teach
Juggling to. That’ll make my job a lot
easter, then...

Most workshops charge, often |ust to cover
hall hire costs. When we'know how much,
we've put it in. You're advised toreontact
student clubs in advance;as some of them
aren’t allowed to admit the educationally
d|sadvantaged

THORNBURY
Wednesday evenings somewhere
unspecified

0454 415345

TOTNES

St. John's Church Hall, Bridge Town
Fridays 7-8,30 kids 8 30-10 adulls.
£1.50/81

Caroline 0364 73125

WEYMOUTH

Weymoulh College

Lunchtimes during termtime
John MacDonald, 0305 208830

BRISTOL

HORFIELD
Dab Hands

Tugsdays 7-9

Mike Gitbans 0272 692145

BISHOPSTON

Juggle Fever, Bishopsten Community

Cenlre A
W?M under-14s

accompanied
Shaun Welling 0272 602365

MANGOTSFIELD
Shambles
Soundwell Technical College

Mondays 6.30-8.30
smn’:srms_sm
CENTRE

!,Inmrsg ircusoc, 8., Building,

Queens
Termlime Sundays 2 30-Tish,
Wadnesdays 7.30-10ish

ACROBATICS -

Bristal Hawks Gymnastics, Roman Road,
Lower Easton

2 sessions Wednesdays & Sundays
11-1 £4,50

Sparts Acrobatics Fridays 6.30-8, 0272
737481 / 355363

SOUTH EAST

BHIGHTON

LEIGH ON MENDIP
S H WE ST Memorial Hall
days 7.30-10,£1.
BARNSTAPLE Pippa 0743 840107
Trinity Church Hall
Thursdays 6-10 £1.50/&1 LISKEARD
Adam & Julist 0271 78760 Caradon. mlm Pussa. Gulldhall.
Thursdays 7,30
BATH Martin 0579 52955
Window Arts Centre
Juggling & UV room Mondays 6.30-10.30 g2 NEWTON ABBOT
Tad 0225 421700 Uptai Grabs, Saint Leonard’s Church
Unicycling Tuesdays 8.30-10.30 £2 Hall, Wolborough Strest
Sthuarl 0275 332655 Tuesdays lermtime 7.30-9.30
Richard (1364 652446
BOURNEMOUTH
East Il Church, Holdenhurstfoad (eatBh T ENZANCE
slation) Branwalls Mill, Station Road
Tuesdays 7-10 £150 Sa!u:;avsg 30- SdE;umnem in
marning, advanced allernoon
LN AOIAR Bo or Mike, Atk Juggling shop, 0736
BRIDGWATER 330750
Thursdrs 79 PLYMOUTH
Ballard Centre
Pand 0823 3222213 Frdays 6.8, £250
CLEVEDON FumballsJugyling Shop 0752 255808
E::dl\:;rscslu%?érg John's Hall SALISBURY
? 49 0125 Auts Cenbie
Simon / Ade 0257 342333 BRI 50-5.20, o1 (ics 750)
CHELTENHAM Martin o Meil, Cunning Stunis 0722
;he Youlh %enlre 410588
ey G SENNEN (West
Andy Clay 0452 862605 emw |f }
DORCHESTER Communily Cenre
Tuesdays 7.30 usually Fridays 7-9, £1
Skidazle street circus, Alan 0300 321071 Boor Mike, 0736 330750
EXETER STREET Somerset
University Clrcus Skills, Devonshire House :v‘:zcng‘;:f:?i;ﬂﬁ Crispin Hall
o Hannah 0460 240082
FROME STROUD

FAl HA Playschemes and workshops in
school
Vicky Taylnt 0373452018

GLOUCESTER

St James' Church Hall, Upton Street
Tuesdays 8-10

Jon 0242 521483 Geoll 0242 519832

ILFRACOMBE

The Lantern Great Hall

Wednesdays 7.45-9.30, £1

Helz, Organised Kayoss, 0271 864653

Sainl Matthew's Church Hall, Cainacross
2nd & Ath Tuesdays 7-9 £1/50p
1453 750147

SWINDON

Fumbles Juggling Club, Clifton Streat
Social Hall

Thursdays 7.80-9,30. 50p

Steve 0793 432860

TAUNTON
Bishop Fox's School
Wednesdays 7-10
Sally 0823 215450

Mmdays 1. 30 -0.30 “drop In”,
Wedneadays& -10 “drop in" .

undays 2-4 baginners
T,nr.And; Mrrmmmra?aam
Tim 0273 600737

BRIGHTON

Queens Park Road Day Nursery
Tuesdays 7.30-9.30 £21l yuuw ot it,
£1.50 alse.

CANTERBURY
University

Wadnesday Evenings
Contact 5.U.

CHELMSFORD
The Y's Jugglers, YMCA
Tuesdays 8:10 £1

John Hawkins 0245 263526

CHICHESTER

Girls' High Schoal

Thucsdays 7-9 £1

Ball Space, lain/Steve 0243 786052

CHERTSEY

Lesy'SijEss workshiap, Saint Anne's Hall,
Guildlord Street

Tuesdays 7.30-10

Graham 0932 222063

CRAWLEY
Thuredays 7 30-10, €1
Up for Grabs Sally / Nigel 0293 786143

EASTBOUR

Cenhai Mﬂhndm Church Hall, Langney
TW g2

HASTINGS
Scout Hall, Crolt Road.
Fridays 7:9.30
o Cirous, Andy 0424 813144, Derek
0424 431698, Sidn 0424 431214
HUG Unicyele Hockey
Sundays 10-12, phore Andy or Derek
It venue:

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD

Bmtmuol Al Cenlrg, Sainl John's Road
810, Sundays 3-5
Jahn 0442 243282

g:gdn ?YGOMBEH
. Bucks College ighe
Edma!l’l:n ll?c . i

Mandays 7-10
Adrian (1494 537656

- CLUBS - WORKSHOP LISTINGS

HORSHAM

North Heath Lane Hall

Mondays 815-10.15 Juggling, circus &
perinrmance skills

Park Recreation Cenfre

Thursdays 8-10

Uni-hoe ete.

Pytamid 0903 232755

ISLE OF WIGHT
Cowes Youth Centre Gym
Sundays 6-9 £1

Phil O'Neil 1983 294029

LEWES o
Circus/Pipsqueak Youth Circus (8+)
Dr. Colin 0273 813464

NEWBURY

Newbury New Circus, Watrside Centre
Mondays 7-0,30

GunthgfSchwarz 0635 41269

OXFORD

East Oklord:
Wednesdays 7-9, £1
Jason 0865 63441

OXTED

Sundays 7-9

Andrew 0293 821195
PORTSMOUTH
Lower Gym, Priory School

Weingsdays 6.30-8 30 £1
Martint {valon) 0705 203673

REDHILL
Tuesdays 8-10 £1.50
Dave 0737 242819

READING
Sun Streel
Mondays 7-10
Pete 0734 660430

SAINT ALBANS

Allsorts Circus, Youlh Office, Alma Road
Tuesdays7.30-10, £1

Dez Paradise 0727 B55375

SOUTHAMPTON

lichen Gollege, Biterne

Wednesdays 7-9.80 (Termlime) £1.50
Rut 0703 872141

SOUTHEND

Balmoral Community Centre, Salisbury
Avenve.

Mondays 7,30-9.30 £1

STEVENAGE

Bowes Lyon House

Mondays 7-10, Thursdays 12.30-4.30
Pete 0462 673406

Centre

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Camden Cenlre, Market Square
Tuesdays 7.30-9.30

Kevin (1522 831918
WHITSTABLE

Kent Circus School, Whitstable Umbrella
ngmedms-?km' sgssion, 7-

8.30 youlh circus, £1

Sainl Pater's Hall, Cromwell Read
Thursday, adulls:7-10. &1
Tina/Stave 0227 772241

WINCHESTER

Weeke Adult Education Centra
Thursdays 70, termiime. only
Paul D962 T14468

WOKINGHAM

Youlh Genire (behind Library)
Sundays 7.30-10 free!

Iain Sahotield 0734 760521

WORTHING

Seon School Hall, Gratwicke Road
Wednesday 7.30-10

Laurie (903 266236

WORTHING

United Relormed Church, Shelley Road
Mandays 6.30-8.30

Howard 0903 231508

YATTENDON
Thursdays 7.30-9.30, 1.
Barney 201546

LONDON

CENTRAL

Colombo Street Sports Centre, SE1
Sundays12-5 (£2.20-£4),

Phil 084801 8858, Gentre 07 1:261 1658

NORTH

Circus Space, Goronet Sliee!, Hackney
(01d Street Tube)

Courses and classes and ons=oll
workshops in just about everything
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regularly available. See Calch This/and/or
ting lor more details.
Circus Space 071 613 4141

NORTH

Jackson's Lane Communily Circus,
Community Centre, Archway Road N6
Thursdays 8.30-10.30 £3/£2.50

Bar & restaurant!

NORTH

Bouverie Road Scout Hall, Stoka Newinglon
Thursdays 7.30-10.15, £2.50/1.50

Steve Richards 081 442 4816

NORTH

All Saints' Art Centre, Whelstone
Tuesdays 7-9.30 £2

Simon D81 449 6856

SOUTH

Grave Community Hall, Tooting SW17
Wednesdays 7-9, £2mour,

All cicreus skills, equipment provided,
Screwy & Shirelle 081 672 2575.

SOUTH-WEST

Saint Paul's Church, Hammersmilh
Mandays 7.30-8.30

Albert & Friends OR1 741 5471

CROYDON

Craydon Parish Church Hall
Tuesdays 8.15-10.30 £2
Keith Wood 081 660 9685

EAST MOLESEY

Vine Hall, Vine Road

Thursdays 7-10

J#Q%inp & Molesay Maniacs Uni Hockey,
£

Sleve 081 308 7300
WEALDSTONE

The Clowns' Collective, Sainl Joseph's &
Community Centra, Graham Road
Tuasdays 8-11

Jana DB1 861 0919

WIMBLEDON

Kings College Sports Hall
Tuesdays 7-8, termtime only
Andy Moore 081 947 9311

HHEGK\E%ES & UNI

Trinity Cenlre, 119 East India Dock Road,
Poplar

Wednesdays 7.30-10, £1.50

Jon 071 987 1794, Lunis 071 700 6529

KIDS' UNI
Rico 081 7731748

EAST ANGLIA

BURY SAINT EDMUNDS
Bury Fumblers, Saint John's Hall, Saint
John's Stresl,

Tuesdays - 7.30-9.30 §1

CAMBRIDGE

Patchwork Communily Circus.

Victoria Road Community Centre

Drama Centre, Covenl Garden, Sundays 6-8
(all levels 14+) 5-B (baginners), Thurdays
4.30-5.30 Youth Circus {8-14)

Richard Green 0223 302506

DEREHAM (nr. Norwich)
Justso James 0263 732088

IPSWICH
Sullolk College Gym
Tuesdays 7-9 £2
Dave 0473 255082

NORWICH

Saint Michael's Church, Colegale

Sundays 2.30-4.30 (under-16) £1.20,5.7.30
(skillswap) £2/1

David 0603 486286, Will 0953 613445

ROMFORD

Rhythm & Balls, Century Youlh House
Mondays 7-8.30, 50p

Chris lrving 0708 751656

IN THE MIDDLE

BEDFORD

Bediord Circus Ring, no fed abode
Thursdays 7.30-8,307

0234 328322

CORBY

Youth Canhe Coltingham Road
Mondays 7-8

Balls Up, Gary or Andy 0536 63786

COVENTRY

Saini Peter's Centre, Charles Street




Wednesdays 7-9.30
Cirous Palava 0203 448276

DERBY

Saint Helan's House, King Street
Thuradays 70,30, £1, 50p undar 16
Andrew Yass 0332 360581

DERBY

Motmanton Community Circus, The
Madsley Centre

Wednesdays 7-9.30

Adrian Witson, Just Another Circus,
01332 382613

DUDLEY

Drop Zone, Gornal Youth Cenire
Tuesdays 8.30-10.30

Neil Phoenbx 0384 250068

EVESHAM

Wallaca House Community Centra, Oat
Sreet

Mandays 7-9 £1.50/1

Mall 0386 421693

HEREFORD

Percival Hall JT Owens Slreet
Thursdays 6.30-7.30 (kids) 7.30-9
{adulis) £1

Pate 0432 760350

KIDDERMINSTER
Youth House, Bromsgrove Shreel
Thisrsdays 7-0 £1/50p kids.
Steva 0562 861113

KINGSLAND

Coronation Hall
Thinsdays 6.15-7.15, 75p Seperate Uni

space
D568 708577
LEICESTER

(& Monttort Uiniversity Juggling Club,
City Site 8.1,

Tuesdays 6.30-Oish

0533 555576

LINCOLN

Croft Sieel Community Cenlre
Mondays al 7

Potty Portar’s Kite & Juggling shop
Tuesdays at 7

Fred Parter (1522 544611

LUTON

Mad Hatter Circus, Chapel Langley,
Russel Streal

Tuesdays 70 £1

Dunc 0582 484167 Margarel 0582
508269

MILTON KEYNES

Great Linford Memorfal Hall
Wednesdays 7-10, £1.50

Jugolers Anonymols, Graham D908
210264

NORTHAMPTON

Drop Shop Juggling Clubs

Bective Middla School, Kingsthorpe
Sundays 5-7.30

Nene Centre, Bedlord Road.
Tuesdays 6,30-9

Lawrence or Vicky 0327 36600

NOTTINGHAM

Partland School, Westwick Road,
Bilborough

Wednesdays 7-10

Tony 0602 708177, Barry D602 283080

NOTTINGHAM

Gravity Bum Shock (1), Forest Schoal,
Gragory Boulevard

Thursdays during termtime 7-8

Doug DE02 BST050, John 0602 822351

PELSALL

Shelfiald Gommuniy School
Wednesdays 7-9, Adults £2, Kids £1
Richard Potter, Cannock Kites 0543
§73177 /271563

SHEFFIELD

Crogked Circus, Walkley Community
Canlre

Wednesdays 8-10.30 £1

Sam/Pate 0742 681034

SHEFFIELD

Flylng Teapot Cirous, Lower Refectory,
University Students' Union, Western
Bartk

Thuradays 6.30-8.30, Sundays 4-6
Rick 0742 663546

SHREWSBURY

Jugglespace, Arlscape, 5 Belmonl
Thursdays 7.30-10 £1.50 (kids £1)
Hobin 0743 B84175, Fiona 0852 727230

WATFORD
Youth & Community Centre, Lower High
Streel

Wednesdays 8-10

Youth Arts Canlre, Grosvenor Road
Fridays 7.30

Justin/TomMichelle (923 817663

WORCESTER

Perdiswell Young People’s Centre
Tuesday 7-9, £1.50

Sharon of John, (905 23347

BIRMINGHAM

CASTLE VALE

School & Leisure Centre, Farnborough
Aoad

Thursday Evenings

021 747 6226

EDGBASTON

Midlands Arts Cantre, Cannon Hill Park
Adutts Sundays §.30-8, Childian
Wednesdays 4.30-6, £3.80

James Miller 021 443 4783

HARBOURNE
Martineau Cenlie
Wednesdays T.SJ-O
£2.10,90p ¢

James M|ller 021 4434783

LADYWOOD
Arts Centre, Freeth Streaf
Dave 3.3.10 021 359 6200

PERRY BAR

B Block Hall, University of Cenfral
Engtand

Gravity gefs you-down, Mondays.5-7
termtime

Sam c/o SU

BOURNEVILLE
Boutnville Collage
Thursdays 7.30
Raymond 021 440 0784

MANCHESTER

CENTRE

Palytechnic Gym, All Saifils' Bullding,
Oxford Road.

Fridays 7-9, lermlima.

EAST

Levenshulme Communily Circus, Chapel

Street

Mondays 6,30-8

Spurlay High School, Gartan, Thursdays
79

Liz D61 224 4901
CHEADLE HULME

Adult cenre, Woods Lane
Wednesdays 7-9
lsabedle Duncan 061 485 7201

CHORLTON

Quirkus, Saint Werburgh's Parish Hall
Mandays, Juniors 7-8, Aduli§ 8-10
Ric, Clare 061 881 0506

CRUMPSALL

Mushy Pea Juggling Co:Warkshop
Sainl Malthew and Saint Mary's Chureh
Hall

Thursdays 6-8

SALFORD

Gircus & Juggling Club, University
Sports Hall

Fridays 5-7 tarmtime; £3ayear
Mark / Joe 061708 9250

STOCKPORT

Stockport Community Circus, Pulse
Young People's Gentre,
Wednesdays 4-7

Olive 0457 837371

WITHINGTON
Manchester Comimunity Circus
Sundays 3.30-7

Jo 061 226 2303

WORSLEY

Beesley Green Hall, Green Leach Lane
Mondays 7.30-9.30

Malt 061 704 0595

NORTH

BIRKENHEAD

Charing Cross Youth Centre

Sundays 12-5

Ann, Small Top Circus, 051653 3519

BLACKPOOL

Jugglenuts, Grange Park Infants' School
Wednesdays 7.45-10.30 €1 (kids 50p)
Alan 0253 397817

BOLTON
Higher Education Céntie

Friday Evenings
Zebra cards 0204 22220

BRADFORD
Manningham Sports Cantre
Fridays 5,30-7.30

Peter 0274 586210

BRADFORD
Saltaire Methodist Church Hall, Titus Streel
Simon 0274 532287

CHESTER

Ballistics Juggling Club, Northgate Arena,
Victoria Road

Mondays 8.15-10,15, £2/1 50

Aiden 0244 340789 (day) 383475 (nol)

CLITHEROE

Roelields Loisure Cenlre
Wednesday

Brian Walerhouse 0200 20860

COCKERMOUTH

Juggling Club, Christchurch Rgams
Tuesdays 7.30

Dave 0900 822667

COLNE

The Old School, Exchange Street
Tuesdays 7-9 £1.50/%1 (kids)
0282 860735 (shap)

CREWE

Screwhalls, Ludiord Street Family Centre,
off Badger Avenug

Sundays 6-9

DURHAM

Universily Cireus Club, Dunglm House,
New Elvet

Thursday Evenings in termiime, all
welome

HARROGATE

Starbeck Youth & Communily Cenlre, High
Streal,

Saturdays 6.30-8.30

Pele 0423 889125, Tim 0423 567583

HEBDEN BRIDGE

The Ground Floor Cenlre, Holme Streat
Wednesdays 7.15-9.30

Circus Factory Studia, 01d Town, th.a.
Tony Webber 422 842072

HULL

Frantic Cirous

Wednesday 7-0 somewhere
Ron 0482 825036

KENDAL
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Jam Hulbert 0229 581485

LANCASTER

University, Minor Hall (juggling) sports hall
(unis)

‘other deatils | b.c

contact 5.1, on 0524 65201

LEEDS

Hullabaloo €

| ity Circus, Wi
Gommunity Centre

Wednesdays 6.30-8.30

Ali0532 770121

LEEDS

Holt Park Leisure Centre

Mondays 8-10, £2+30p entrance lee
“Complate Juggler” certificate schamal
Fun Company, Kris Wray 0532 696716!

LEEDS

Unicycle Hockey, Bramstan Recreation
Cantre, Calverley Lane

Wednesdays 7-8

Mike 0532 435401 (wotk number)

LIVERPOOL

Tosspots, Community Arls Resource
Cantre, Corrwallis Hall, L1

Wednesdays 7-10 £1.50.{tuition. availabl
lirst hall, £2)

LIVERPOOL

Toxteth Sports Centre, Upper Hill Stregt
§-10, Thursday, Confribution fo Gosts,
Max Lovius and others 051 7271074

LIVERPOOL

University Juggling Club, Mountford Hall
Mondays 7-10

051 420 7064

LYTHAM SAINT/ANNE'S
0ld Sehoal, Beauclerk Road
Tuesdays§.30-8.30, Freal

Phil 0253 731143

MACCLESFIELD
Tytheringlon School
Thursdays 7-0 lermlima
Contact Borough Councill

MIDDLESBROUGH
The Pandémaniacs, Sainl Mary's Centre,

Carporation Road.
Thursdays 6-8, £1.50 (concs £1)
Bob Parker 0642 262860 days.

_PII_$WCASTLE UPON
NE

Dockray House (formerly ‘Wes! End Boys
Club'l) Suthertand Avenue.

Thursdays 8-10. €1

Simon, Ugly Juggling Co,, 091 232
0297

NEWCASTLE UPON
TYNE

Unicycle Hockay, Leazes Park
Wednesdays at 7
Alex 081 261 5128 or the Uglies

PONTEFRACT

Carnegle Cenltre, Minsthorpe Community
College, South Eimsall

Tuesdays 7.0

0877 644141

PRESTON
Univarsity of Cenlral Lancashire
mdtrrsdays 6-9, everyone welcome

ROCHDALE

The Bioadwaler Cenlre, Smilh Street
Adults Mondays 7-9, Children Tuesdays
& Wednesdays at 4

Skylight Circus in Education, Noresn &
Jim 0706 50676.

SCARBOROUGH
Catchaglrophy, Westborough Methodist
Chuteh

Tuesdays, kids 7-9, adults 8-10 £1
Brian Renshaw 0723 581067

STOCKPORT

Priesthall Recrealion Cenlre, Healon
hoor.

Tuesdays 5-7 (children) 7-9 (adults)
Bzercus - Moni 061 256 1638

WARRINGTON
Bewsey High Schunul Gym

Wadnesdays 7-1
Rob Taylor 0028 602544, Karen Wilde
0625 631510

WHITBY

Tha Ghurch House, Flowergate
2-4, £1.50/81

Vicky 0847 601727

WIDNES
Juggléts 'R Us, Ditton Community
enire

G
051 420 7064

WIRRAL
Charring Cross Youth Cenlre,
Birkanhaad.

512-5

_Ann, Wirral Community Circus 051 924
1027

WIRRAL

Hope Farm Centre, Ellesmers Port
Mondays 8-11 (phone lirst)

Keith 051 334 0219, Phil 0244 338172

YORK

Cosmas Juggling Club, Priory Street
Cantrg

Tuesdays 7-9, £1.50 (£1 conc.)
Jimor Anna 0904 430472

SCOTLAND

EDINBURGH
Tollcross Communibu Centre
Mondays 7-8

P-ngelo 031 447 7862

GLASGOW

The Firhill Complex, Hopehill Road,
|

Thursdays at 7
Mark@41 945 2641

GLASGOW

Go=motion, Maryhill Communily Cantral
Halls, Maryhill Road

Wednesdays 7.30-9.30

Chig 041 427 3581

GLASGOW

University Juggling Club

Mests in OM Union, University. Gardens
Mosl Tuesdays 7-9, Mémbership £2
0MU 041 339 9784

INVERNESS
Markingh Community Centre
Mondays 7.30-10

Andy 0381 621016

SHETLAND ISLES
Sandwick Juniot High School
Satuedays 10.30-12

Gary Worrall 09505 501 /0595 2114
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STIRLING
Cowane Centre
Mondays 7-8.30
0786 475429

STIRLING
Balls Up Club, University
Contact Noeleen Breen, S.U

SKYE

Braes Community Hall
Saturdays 11-1

Dave Patlield 047 062 377

WALES

MID WALES

Rackpark Holel Games Room, Llandidrad Wells
Wed 6-7 (7-12 yra.) 13-adult 7.15-9
Chris 0587 824300, Jarry 0831 581070

ABERYSTWYTH
Studio, Arts Cenlre
Tuesdays 7-10

Olly 20 Marine Terrace,

BANGOR

The Greenhouse, High Stree!
Thursdays 7,309, £1.50
0248 372239

CAMARTHEN

Ousen Elizabeth Cambria School
Termtime, Thiirgdays 6.30-0.30

Naity 0570 480022, Pippa 0239 77292

CARDIFF
CUT - Cardifl Unicycle Team
Russel (1446 740520

LLANDUDNO
John Brlght Sd'ml
Tuesday

Zeto G, leo-m 514039

PORTHMADOG

Harlequin Juggling Club, Guide Headquarters,
Hill Street

Tht.lsda:asﬁ -7.80 (beginners) 7.30-9 others

i Gl 07g875763
POWYS

Communily Circus Schoal, Y-Fan Institute,
near Llanidloes

Thursdays kids 6-8, adults 8-10

Liz or Cheis Panic DB50 521559

SWANSEA

Juggular;Dynavar School, Mansell Streat
Wednesdays 7-9.30, E2/81, first week lree

Sam 0792 470646 e

SWANSEA

Dillwin Liewelyn School, Cochetts
Mandays 7-9, Integrated Youth Cirous
Phill Burton, 0792 466231

IRELAND

BELFAST

Bellast Community Circus School, Crescent
Arts Centre, University Road

Contact 0232 236007 / 248961

BELFAST
Cireirs 1 1o 3, Saint Patrick's Training School,
Glen Road

Tuesdays 6-8
Pal Duggan 0232 301123

DUBLIN

Ormond Multi-Media Centre
Mandays 7-10

(01) 260 1946

GALWAY

Eire, Eyre Square Centre
Workshops most weeks
Toby Shears (010 353) (0)91 63586

MAYNOOTH
/o Students Union, Saint Palrick's Colloge,
Morgan Gilber.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

ALDERNEY
Masonie Hall, Alderney
Wednesdays 7-8
Moira 0481 822246

GUERNSEY
Saint Martin's Church Hall
Tuesdays 7-9 £211
Kaith 0481 54155

JERSEY

Saint Saviour's School, Saint Helier
Tuesdays 810, £2/1

Lisa 0534 499682, Suzi 0534 285008

CLUBS=WORKSHOP LISTINGS




Things ain’t what
they used to be.
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and trade.

Wholesale enquiries 30 Cliff R

Shops at :

Islington Camden

323, Upper St. 2, Camden Lock Place
Islington LONDON

LONDON

N12XQ

3 mins from 4 mins from

Angel tube Camden tube

Tel: 071704 8228 Tel: 071284 2460

Cuddle up around a warm set of fire balls and
indulge your every juggling fantasy. Try our new
Jazz_Club, probably the best European club in
England. Or choese from, hundreds of other
juggling goodies.

Oddballs, bringing prices down for both public

EAT, JUGGLE AND BE MERRY
HAPPY XMAS TO EVERYONE.

oad, Harwich,

ESSEX CO12 3PP, Tel : 0255 554554 Fax :504758

Oxford

34, Cowley Road
Oxford

OX4 1HZ

2 hours from tube!
2 mins from High St.

Tel : 0865200 678

Jugglers Acrobats Ci

......

owns Cabaret Performers

a Public Liability Insurance for:-

Performers Public Liability Insurance

John Torrible Insurance can offer.performers

£85.00 p.a. £1 Million indemnity limit
f105.00p.a. £2 Million indemnity limit
Group Liability quotations also available

Performers Personal ‘Accident Insurance

Annual Premium_£10,000 Death and Capital Benefit

£50.00 £100/week for Temporary Disablement Benefit

Subject to-underwriters terms

For full policy details contact;

JOHN TORRIBLE
INSURANCE BROKERS

29 Great George Street Bristol BSI 5QT
Tel: 0272 211806 Fax: 0272 256080
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MANUFACTURERS IN THE U.K. SINCE THE 80°S

The full range is available in London at:

THE LONDON KITE & JUGGLING CO.
10A, Fouberts Place, London W1V 1HH

Tel: 071 437 4552

and at the best juggling retailers throughout the world. Call 01422 843672
or 01306 628262 for your nearest supplier, or for mail order enquiries.

Retailers call Direct Sales on 01422 843672 or fax 01422 845191




